
By Cary Shuman

The City Council decid-
ed to postpone a vote on 
borrowing $11.4 million 
for improvements and re-
pairs to the roof at the for-
mer Everett High School 
building, located at 548 
Broadway, until its April 8 
meeting.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, who made 
the motion to postpone the 
vote, said before a vote is 
taken, he wants all his col-
leagues on the Council to 
be able to tour the build-
ing and the entire Council 
(three members were ab-
sent from the meeting) to 
be present for the discus-
sion and final vote.

“We just don’t have 
an unlimited budget, and 
we really have to make 
a tough decision here on 
which way we move for-
ward,” said DiPierro. 

Council President Rob-
ert Campen asked if an as-
sessment could be done on 
the building “to determine 
appropriate uses for the 
building, and if that can 
conclude construction es-
timates that truly upgrade 
those upper floors.” 

“I can support the mo-
tion to postpone, but the 
caveat is that I would like 
to understand what an as-
sessment of the building 
will cost. I’d like to see 
that as well before we can 
truly decide on this,” said 
Van Campen.

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
and Director of Facility 
Maintenance Angelo Feb-
bo led a thorough presen-
tation about the roof repair 
project at the Council’s 
March 12 special meeting. 
DeMaria stressed to the 
Council the importance of 

the vote, stating that insur-
ance companies would not 
insure the building when 
the current policy expires 
in January, 2025, unless 
the roof repairs are done. 
Febbo said the repairs, if 
approved by the Coun-
cil, would begin June 24, 
2024.

DeMaria said the 
building currently hous-
es a health and wellness 
center, the Eliot Fami-
ly Resource Center, the 
Webster School Exten-
sion (pre-kindergarten stu-
dents), and the Broadway 
Boxing Club, which has 
flourished under the lead-
ership of Dennis Willcox.

Counci lor-a t -Large 
Katy Rogers asked for “a 
more comprehensive vi-
sion” for the future use of 
the space in the building. 

“I think that would help 
alleviate concerns about 
any future expenditures 
coming to the Council,” 
said Rogers. “I think sev-
eral of us are concerned 
that if we vote on the $11 
million, what other issues 
might come up in the fu-
ture that need to be re-
paired? What I really don’t 
want to see is an $11 mil-
lion band-aid on a build-
ing that’s going to need 
more repairs.

DeMaria said he did not 
envision any other expen-
ditures for the building.

“All I’m asking tonight 
is [doing repairs] so we 
can insure it, and I can 
keep the Eliot, the well-
ness, and the preschool 
kids inside the building – 
that’s all I’m asking,” said 
DeMaria.

Counci lor-a t -Large 
Guerline Alcy Jabou-

Wednesday, March 20, 2024
Published by the Independent Newspaper Co.

Everett Independent BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check  
everettindependent.com

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881

REVERE JOURNAL  

INDEX
Editorial 4

Police News 16

Sports 11

Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS

            (617)569-6044  (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths,

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors,
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement,
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential,

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors!
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors,

Mod Kitchen, F.P.
Beautiful Detail,

Easy walk to Beach
& Shops!

Won't Last
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG
Pool Extremely well

maintained home
Must See! Won’t
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors,

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! AVacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl,
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors,
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55
Price subject
to change

without
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's
Day Holiday, on Monday,
February 19th, 2018 Trash
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of
Energy and Environmental
Affairs has approved a $1.5
million grant regarding the
development of the Northern
Strand Community Trail led
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the
Sea.

Revere has a one-mile
stretch in North Revere. The
Northern Strand Community
Trail has been in development
for over 20 years. The North
Revere segment is a major
part in the project that creates
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail
running from West Everett,
through Malden and Revere
to the Saugus River and soon
into Lynn. The North Revere
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the
Rumney Marsh.

The funding, awarded
through the Executive Office
of Energy and Environmental
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City
Parks Program, enables the
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt
of all necessary construction
permits. When completed, the
trail will span 10 miles and

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of
Route 1 have put up with the
noise from millions of cars,
and now some city councillors
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to
install barriers along Route 1
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late

Councillor Robert Haas Jr.
tried to get barriers installed
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route
1 installed along a new ball
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen

Have you ever had an idea
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task
Force; and this time, these
ideas are going to become a
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public
through the community-led
organizations, Revere on the
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD)

Task Force. Both the ATOD
Task Force and Revere on the
Move are initiatives of the
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move
is additionally co-led by the
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000
was awarded to fund ideas to
make Revere a healthier place
to work, to play, and to raise
a family. The Revere on the
Move mini-grant program
offered $10,605 in funding
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and
youth-led projects that would
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults.
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to
reduce youth substance use,
improve their mental health,
and increase opportunities for
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere
on the Move has extended
their permanent change and
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4.
Up to $1,395 is available for
ideas that make it easier to
eat healthy and be active for
all. The application is open

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration
awarded $500,000 to nine
projects through the Urban
Agenda Grant Program. The
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND)
was one group given $50,000
in funding to help establish
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along
with Housing and Economic
Development Secretary Jay
Ash came to Revere City Hall
to present the check to the
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local
leadership and its impact on
the lives of residents,” said
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito.
“The Urban Agenda Grant
Program relies on the strong
partnerships between local
government, non-profits and

the business community that
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its
economic and employment
base by utilizing large-scale
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles,
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through
partnership-building, problem
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a
good one with higher prices
for homes than in 2016, but
a drop in the number of new
listings, making home-buying
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight
years,” said Maureen Celata,
owner/broker of MCelata Real
Estate. “And 2018 is going to
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median
sales prices was $376,250,
a 4.9 increase over prices in
2016.

Homes also were also on
the market 41 days, a 26.8
percent increase over the 56

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in

2017 also dropped to 265,
10.8 percent down from 297
in 2016. The good news for
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with
the median sales price at
$315,000, up 16.7 percent
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and
everyone is looking toward
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also
strong with rents ranging from
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted
that if someone is paying big
rent they just might be capable
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year
to be in real estate,” said Joe
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a
lot of confidence and equity
in homes. For 35 years now
it’s been positive. Now is the
time to sell. Revere is getting
the overflow from the Boston
market and people are moving
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity
to Boston, and it’s a hidden
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward
to the spring market, drawing
from Boston and surrounding
communities. He added that
the Revere School system is
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors,
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement,
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential,

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors!
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors,

Mod Kitchen, F.P.
Beautiful Detail,

Easy walk to Beach
& Shops!

Won't Last
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG
Pool Extremely well

maintained home
Must See! Won’t
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors,

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! AVacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with
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 Great for Builders, or Make your own
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• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55
Price subject
to change

without
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of
Energy and Environmental
Affairs has approved a $1.5
million grant regarding the
development of the Northern
Strand Community Trail led
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the
Sea.

Revere has a one-mile
stretch in North Revere. The
Northern Strand Community
Trail has been in development
for over 20 years. The North
Revere segment is a major
part in the project that creates
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail
running from West Everett,
through Malden and Revere
to the Saugus River and soon
into Lynn. The North Revere
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the
Rumney Marsh.

The funding, awarded
through the Executive Office
of Energy and Environmental
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City
Parks Program, enables the
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt
of all necessary construction
permits. When completed, the
trail will span 10 miles and

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of
Route 1 have put up with the
noise from millions of cars,
and now some city councillors
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to
install barriers along Route 1
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late

Councillor Robert Haas Jr.
tried to get barriers installed
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route
1 installed along a new ball
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen

Have you ever had an idea
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task
Force; and this time, these
ideas are going to become a
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public
through the community-led
organizations, Revere on the
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD)

Task Force. Both the ATOD
Task Force and Revere on the
Move are initiatives of the
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move
is additionally co-led by the
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000
was awarded to fund ideas to
make Revere a healthier place
to work, to play, and to raise
a family. The Revere on the
Move mini-grant program
offered $10,605 in funding
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and
youth-led projects that would
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults.
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to
reduce youth substance use,
improve their mental health,
and increase opportunities for
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere
on the Move has extended
their permanent change and
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4.
Up to $1,395 is available for
ideas that make it easier to
eat healthy and be active for
all. The application is open

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration
awarded $500,000 to nine
projects through the Urban
Agenda Grant Program. The
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND)
was one group given $50,000
in funding to help establish
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along
with Housing and Economic
Development Secretary Jay
Ash came to Revere City Hall
to present the check to the
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local
leadership and its impact on
the lives of residents,” said
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito.
“The Urban Agenda Grant
Program relies on the strong
partnerships between local
government, non-profits and

the business community that
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its
economic and employment
base by utilizing large-scale
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles,
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through
partnership-building, problem
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a
good one with higher prices
for homes than in 2016, but
a drop in the number of new
listings, making home-buying
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight
years,” said Maureen Celata,
owner/broker of MCelata Real
Estate. “And 2018 is going to
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median
sales prices was $376,250,
a 4.9 increase over prices in
2016.

Homes also were also on
the market 41 days, a 26.8
percent increase over the 56

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in

2017 also dropped to 265,
10.8 percent down from 297
in 2016. The good news for
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with
the median sales price at
$315,000, up 16.7 percent
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and
everyone is looking toward
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also
strong with rents ranging from
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted
that if someone is paying big
rent they just might be capable
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year
to be in real estate,” said Joe
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a
lot of confidence and equity
in homes. For 35 years now
it’s been positive. Now is the
time to sell. Revere is getting
the overflow from the Boston
market and people are moving
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity
to Boston, and it’s a hidden
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward
to the spring market, drawing
from Boston and surrounding
communities. He added that
the Revere School system is
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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By Cary Shuman

Christian Zamor, a cap-
tain and two-way standout 
for the 2023 GBL cham-
pion Everett High School 
football team, was hon-
ored as an All-State play-
er Sunday at the Gridiron 
Club of Greater Boston’s 
Annual Awards Night 
Sunday at the Marriott 
Hotel in Burlington.

The Massachusetts 
High School Football 
Coaches Association Se-
lection Committee named 
Zamor as one of the top 
26 players in the state. The 
players were officially rec-
ognized with impressive 
award plaques as selectees 
to the Massachusetts “Su-
per 26” All-State Team.

Zamor will be attending 
Bentley University, one of 
the top business schools in 
the nation. He will be con-
tinuing his football career 
for the Falcons who com-
pete in the Northeast-10 
Conference.

“I made the decision in 
early February right be-
fore Signing Day,” said 

Zamor. “I visited the cam-
pus, got in touch with the 
coaches, and decided it 
was the best fit for me. My 
buddy, Giacobbe [Ward] is 
a student-athlete there.”

Zamor is projected for 
a linebacker/safety posi-
tion like the role he played 
on defense for the Everett 
High football team. “I’m 

looking forward to focus-
ing on the defensive side,” 
he said.

Zamor praised Ever-
ett High first-year head 
coach Justin Flores for his 
leadership of the Crimson 
Tide. “He’s awesome. He 
came in and did a really 
great job with our team, 
bringing us together just 

after the transition. I know 
he has a vision for what 
he’s going to do with the 
program in the years to 
come. Coach Flores and I 
built a good relationship 
and I know that he’s al-
ways going to be a support 
system for me.”

Zamor was asked about 
the MIAA rating system 
that kept Everett High out 
of the state playoffs de-
spite the Tide’s 7-1 record 
and undefeated 2023 GBL 
championship.

“You can never have a 
perfect system, but I think 
just how things went this 
year, some things could 
change, but at the end of 
the day you control what 
you can control, and I’m 
just grateful for the season 
we were able to have.”

Christian Zamor is the
second member of his 
family to be selected to the 
MSCA All-State Team. 
His older brother, Ish 
Zamor, was named to the 
2021 All-State team and 
is currently a wide receiv-
er in the Boston College 
football program.

Zamor receives ‘Super 26’ All-State Award

Gridiron Club Dinner Co-Chair Jim Kearney (left) congrat-
ulates Everett High School senior on his selection to the 
Massachusetts “Super 26” All-State Football Team at the 
Awards Night Sunday at the Marriott Hotel in Burlington.

Staff Report

The issue of overcrowd-
ing at all the city’s public 
schools once again had 
School Committee mem-
bers looking for more in-
formation at Monday’s 
night meeting of the Ever-
ett School Committee.

“Class size is closer to 
32-35 students per class-
room, as opposed to the 
28 pupils that classrooms 
have been designed to ac-
commodate,” School Su-
perintendent William Hart 
told the committee.

The issue of overcrowd-
ing in the local schools 
has been a problem for the 
past several years  with 
no easy solution in sight.  
As of today,  the newest 
school building, Everett 
High School, which was 
designed to hold 1,800 
students, is now housing 
almost 2,200 students.  
Many students for special 
programs are being taught 
in converted storage clos-
ets or reconfigured spaces 
such as the old print shop 
at Everett High. The new 
library at Everett High 
has been adapted to ac-
commodate some of the 
one-on-one tutoring that is 

needed by students.  
The problem is not any 

better in the lower schools 
for grades K-8, where to-
tal overcrowding among 
the city’s schools is esti-
mated to be between 400-
600 students.  All officials 
agree that the overcrowd-
ing and lack of physical 
classroom space is disrup-
tive to the learning experi-
ence for students.

Hart pointed out to the 
School Committee mem-
bers that at present, some 
students have their lunch 
break starting at 10:20 in 
the morning, with other 
students starting lunch at 
1:20 p.m.

The use of additional 
modular classrooms has 
been discussed by previ-
ous school committees 
and was tentatively ex-
plored for use at the Keve-
rian School on Nichols 
Street. Presently, there are 
modular classrooms at the 
Webster School that have 
been in use for more than 
20 years.

However, committee 
member Robin Babcock 
noted, “People are not 
comfortable with modu-

School overcrowding once
again is the main topic at
School Committee meeting

See SCHOOL Page 3

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
and the City of Everett 
hosted a celebration of 
Irish American Heritage 
Month March 16 at Ever-
ett City Hall.

The Rev. Joseph Cha-
cha Marwa, spiritual lead-
er of the Immaculate Con-

ception Church, delivered 
the opening prayer.

 Mayor DeMaria led 
the speaking program that 
was followed by the rais-
ing of the flag of Ireland. 
The flag consists of the 
colors, green, white, and 
orange.

“Thank you for joining 
us this afternoon for our 
second annual Irish Heri-
tage Month Celebration,” 
said DeMaria. “Irish luck 
is certainly with us today 
with such a beautiful day 
for this event.”

“It seems fitting that the 

Irish flag is the first flag 
that we raising this year as 
part of our ongoing efforts 
to celebrate the cultures 
that make Everett so spe-
cial,” said DeMaria. “The 
green of the flag reminds 

CITY OF EVERETT CELEBRATES 
IRISH AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

Rep. Joseph McGonagle, former city official Michael McLaughlin, Mayor Carlo DeMaria, Sen. Sal DiDomenico, former city 
councilor Al Lattanzi, Everett High Music Director Gene O’Brien, and Everett DEI Officer Cathy Draine join Everett residents 
for a photo.

Former city councilor Al Lattanzi, Ailey Draine, and Simone Holy-
field.

Jason LaMonica and Ward 3 Councilor Anthony 
DiPierro.

See HERITAGE Page 8

Council postpones vote on 
$11.4 million appropriation 
for roof repairs at former EHS
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Everett Cultural Council!
Help shape Everett’s Arts & Culture 

The Everett Cultural Council is a volunteer 
group that works to foster creativity, diversity 

and an arts & culture renaissance in Everett. 
For more info, email: ECC Chairperson 

Martha Chason-Sokol 
martha@mchason-sokol.com.

JJOOIINN  tthhee  

StoveFactory Gallery  -  Charlestown
Opening reception March 22, 5-8 p.m.
523 Medford St - free parking 511 Medford St            www.artistsgroupofcharlestown.com

CLEAN 
SLATE

SHOW YOUR WORK!
Art by people who live & work in Everett. 

Inspired by 
the change 
of season. 

on view at City Hall Everett
March 18- April 18

Enter your art now for
Spring Fever 
at City Hall in May & June

On Friday evening, Anthony DiPierro (right) had the plea-
sure of attending the retirement party for Everett Police 
Detective Joe Furtardo (left), and presented him with a 
citation recognizing his hard work and commitment to 
our community. Furtardo served our community for 18 
years after transferring from Lynn PD where he served for 
9 years. He is also a United States Marine Corp Veteran. 
Furtardo was an excellent detective and he will certainly be 
missed by all.

CONGRATULATIONS, JOE

FIVE EHS 
TRACKSTERS 
NAMED GBL 
ALL-STARS

A total of five members 
of the Everett High boys 
and girls indoor track and 
field teams have been se-
lected as Greater Boston 
League (GBL) all-stars

The three boys named 
to the squad are: Kayshaun 
Eveillard, who won three 
medals at last month’s 
GBL Meet in the 300 dash 
(second place), the 55 dash 
(third place), and the third-
place 4 x 200 relay (which 
Kayshaun anchored); 
Dawens Germain, who 
took third place in the high 
jump at the GBL Meet and 

was a member of the fifth-
place 4 x 400 relay team; 
and Donald Michel, who 
won two medals at the 
GBL Meet, tying team-
mate Germain for third in 
the high jump and winning 
a sixth-place medal in the 
55 hurdles.

For the girls, the duo of 
EHS record-holder Dar-
rynn Desrameaux, who 
was the GBL champion 
in the shot-put, and Su-
zanne Maharjan, who won 
a sixth-place medal in the 
2-mile run and a fourth 
place medal as a member 
of the 4 x 800 relay team 
at the GBL Meet, were 
selected for the all-star 
squad.

EHS Roundup

DiDomenico and colleagues pass bill 
to transform early education and care

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDomen-
ico joined his colleagues 
in the Massachusetts Sen-
ate to unanimously pass 
legislation to make early 
education and care more 
accessible and affordable 
for families across Mas-
sachusetts. DiDomenico 
has championed signifi-
cant investments in early 
education and childcare 
throughout his entire ca-
reer, and he was proud to 
speak on the Senate floor 
about  this transformation-
al legislation.

The EARLY ED Act—
An Act ensuring afford-
ability, readiness and 
learning for our youth and 
driving economic devel-
opment—takes transfor-
mative steps to improve 
the affordability and sus-
tainability of childcare 
programs by making the 
state’s Commonwealth 
Cares for Children (C3) 
operational grant program 
permanent, expanding 
eligibility for the state’s 
subsidy program and cap-
ping subsidy recipients’ 
childcare costs at 7 per 
cent of family income, and 
boosting compensation for 
educators by creating a ca-
reer ladder and providing 
scholarships and loan for-
giveness.

“From my first day in 
the Senate I have been 
pushing for expanded ac-
cess to early education and 
increasing staff salaries to 
ensure educators can earn 
a good living,” said Sena-
tor Sal DiDomenico, Vice 
Chair of the Joint Com-
mittee on Education. “This 
critical legislation will 
drastically expand access 
to affordable, high-qual-
ity, early education and 
childcare and deliver sig-
nificantly better pay and 
benefits for early educa-
tors. I am proud to support 
this bill which helps move 
our state one step closer to 
guaranteeing every child 
will receive world-class 
education from childhood 
through adulthood.   We 
must get this bill over the 
finish line and keep our 
state a livable and wel-
coming home for families 
of all incomes. I want to 
thank all of the advo-
cates, Senate President 
Karen Spilka, Senator Ja-
son Lewis, Senator Susan 
Moran, Senator Robyn 
Kennedy, and all my col-
leagues for their tireless 
efforts to prioritize this vi-
tal proposal.”

“An equitable and com-
petitive Commonwealth is 
one in which every child 
and family has access to 
affordable quality ear-
ly education,” said Sen-
ate President Karen E. 
Spilka (D-Ashland). “At 
the same time, we must 
recognize the incredible 
work of the providers who 
are shaping the minds and 
hearts of our earliest learn-
ers. Today I’m proud that 
the Massachusetts Sen-
ate is once again taking 
action to lower costs for 
families, open up more 
opportunities for children, 
increase pay for our early 
educators, and make sup-
port for providers perma-
nent so they can keep their 
doors open and thrive for 
years to come. I extend my 
thanks to Chair Rodrigues 
and Chair Lewis for their 
diligent work, all of my 
Senate colleagues for their 
support, and the many, 
many people who have 
advocated for early educa-
tion and care.”

“With the passing of this 

legislation, the Senate has 
reaffirmed its commitment 
to an ambitious and trans-
formative investment in 
Early Education and Care 
(EEC). I want to thank 
my colleagues and the 
Senate President for her 
leadership in wisely con-
tinuing these investments 
in quality and accessible 
early childhood education 
for all. The onset of the 
COVID pandemic showed 
just how important these 
stabilizing grants were to 
early childhood programs, 
who otherwise would have 
been unable to sustain op-
erations. We will always 
do whatever we can do 
assist working families by 
making permanent invest-
ments in early education 
and childcare initiatives 
in the Commonwealth,” 
said Senator Michael 
J. Rodrigues (D-West-
port), Chair of the Senate 
Committee on Ways and 
Means.

By extending access to 
high-quality education and 
care to families who cur-
rently lack access because 
of cost or availability, the 
bill seeks to set children 
up for future success and 
drive the Massachusetts 
economy forward.

The bill would make 
the state’s C3 grants per-
manent, which provides 
monthly payments direct-
ly to early education and 
care providers. The grants, 
which provide monthly 
payments to more than 92 
per cent of early education 
and care programs across 
the Commonwealth, have 
become a national model 
thanks to their success at 
keeping programs’ doors 
open during the pandemic, 
reducing tuition costs for 
families, increasing com-
pensation for early edu-
cators, and expanding the 
number of childcare slots 
available.

The legislation im-
proves affordability by 
expanding eligibility for 
childcare subsidies to 
families making up to 85 
per cent of the state medi-
an income (SMI), which 
is $124,000 for a fami-
ly of four. It eliminates 
cost-sharing fees for fam-
ilies receiving subsidies 
who are below the feder-
al poverty line, and caps 
cost-sharing fees for all 
other families receiving 
subsidies at seven percent 
of their income, putting 
millions of dollars back 
into families’ pockets. Fi-
nally, the bill paves the 
way for expanding the 
subsidy program to fami-

lies making up to 125 per 
cent SMI, or $182,000 for 
a family of four, when fu-
ture funds become avail-
able.

The legislation provides 
much-needed support for 
educators by directing the 
Department of Early Edu-
cation and Care (EEC) to 
establish a career ladder 
with recommended sal-
aries. This career ladder 
will help increase salaries 
in this historically under-
paid field. The bill would 
also make scholarship and 
loan forgiveness programs 
for early educators perma-
nent, as well as direct the 
state to explore more in-
novative ways to develop 
this crucial workforce.

Notably, the bill would 
also create an innovative 
public-private matching 
grant pilot program, which 
would incentivize employ-
ers to invest in new early 
education and care slots, 
with priority given to proj-
ects serving families with 
lower income and those 
who are located in child-
care deserts. In addition, 
the bill tasks the Admin-
istration with completing 
a study to further analyze 
ways to incentivize or re-
quire employers to partner 
with the state to expand 
access to high-quality and 
affordable early education 
and care.

The bill also includes 
provisions that would:

• Ensure that early edu-
cation and care programs 
serving children with 
subsidies are reimbursed 
based on enrollment, rath-
er than attendance, to pro-
vide financial stability to 
programs.

• Require the cost-shar-
ing fee scale for families 
participating in the child-
care subsidy program to be 
updated every five years 
to ensure affordability for 
families.

• Establish a pilot pro-
gram to expand access 
to shared-service hubs, 
which would support 
smaller early education 
and care programs.

• Increase the maxi-
mum number of children 
that can be served by 
fully-staffed large fam-
ily childcare programs, 
aligning with states such 
as New York, California, 
Illinois, and Maryland.

• Bar zoning ordinanc-
es from prohibiting fam-
ily childcare programs in 
certain areas, preventing 
an unnecessary hurdle to 
the expansion of childcare 
slots.

The legislation was 

praised by early education 
and care reform advocates 
from around the state.

“On this incredible day, 
I am reflecting on decades 
of advocacy, multi-year 
campaigns spanning sev-
eral legislative sessions, 
policy development and 
progress based on brain 
development and eco-
nomic research, a global 
pandemic, the incredible 
response from thousands 
of early educators across 
Massachusetts, and how 
we have worked together 
to stabilize, heal and trans-
form as a community,” 
said Amy O’Leary, Execu-
tive Director of Strategies 
for Children. “Hearing the 
real life, day-to-day chal-
lenges has helped inform 
our advocacy and must 
continue to drive poli-
cy decisions and match 
up resources with needs.  
We are grateful to Senate 
President Karen Spilka, 
Education Committee Co-
Chair Senator Jason Lew-
is, Senator Susan Moran, 
Senator Sal DiDomenico, 
Senator Robyn Kennedy 
and all the members of the 
Massachusetts Senate for 
your action today on the 
EARLY ED Act. We know 
that fulfilling our vision 
will require a sustained ef-
fort and careful, thought-
ful consideration. We look 
forward to working with 
the Legislature and the 
Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration to pass compre-
hensive legislation this 
session and set a clear path 
for children and families 
in the Commonwealth.”

“The EARLY ED Act 
establishes a comprehen-
sive framework needed 
to build affordable care 
options for families; sig-
nificantly better pay and 
benefits for early educa-
tors; a stable source of 
funding for providers; and 
high-quality programs 
and services for children. 
MAAEYC is thrilled to 
be able to celebrate the 
Massachusetts Senate’s 
clear commitment to ear-
ly childhood education 
today, and every day. We 
look forward to continu-
ing to advocate on be-
half of all young children 
across the Commonwealth 
alongside our colleagues 
and friends,” said Patty 
Sinclair, President of the 
Massachusetts Associa-
tion for the Education of 
Young Children.

Having been passed by 
the Senate, the legislation 
now heads to the House of 
Representatives for con-
sideration.

Senator DiDomenico speaking at a rally on the State House steps Thursday morning 
before voting began.

Please visit everettindependent.com

in made it clear that the 
Council “is not trying to 
kick anyone out of the 
building.”

“We want what’s best 
for the community,” said 
Alcy Jabouin. “My con-
cern is coming here, I 
thought that we’re going 
to find a solution and com-
promise and find some-
thing that works for the 
community. But all I hear 
is, ‘if you don’t do this, 
you lose this.’’’ 

“It’s not fair,” continued 
Alcy Jabouin. “This build-
ing’s been in the shape that 
it is for the longest time, 
for more than ten years. 
We can’t keep on patching 
it up – patching does not 
work. It got to this point 

because we neglected it.”
Later in the meeting, 

DeMaria said he “took 
great offense that a coun-
cilor called this adminis-
tration inactive, inept, or 
whatever the term was.”

“We prided ourselves in 
the last 17 years on mov-
ing this city in the right 
direction and I think a lot 
of you can agree this city 
is a different city from be-
fore we took over,” said 
DeMaria, who also cited 
numerous improvements 
in the city.

Counci lor-a t -Large 
Mike Marchese was the 
lone councilor to vote 
against postponing the 
vote.

Council //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
 Kc, Subarna	 Hogan, James M        	 15 Ferry St #1-4               	 $330,000  
Wang, Wendy	 Marchese, Marie A     	 15 Fremont Ave            	 $520,000  
Littlefield, Keith	 Tierney, Rita D        	 46 Myrtle St                	 $370,000  
Silva, Geraldo M	 Mcgrath, Sean F	 53 Preston St #53       	 $440,000  
Sharma, Akash	 Dalle, Nazim	 55 Baldwin Ave #2          	 $552,000  
62 Lynn St LLC	 Pabrezis, Alexander S  	 62 Lynn St                  	 $800,000  
Dilorete, Angela N	 Silvaggio, Christopher	 881 Broadway #59             	 $358,000

    ERA MILLENNIUM
617-389-1101    •    617-784-7500 • ERAMILLENNIUM@AOL.COM

www.ERAmillennium.com Pat Roberto,
REALTOR Broker/President

Real Estate Transfers

School //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

COUNCIL 
ON AGING 
ANNOUNCES 
UPCOMING     
ROAD TRIPS

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
is pleased to announce the 
City of Everett’s Council 
on Aging (COA) will hold 
four trips from May to 
July for older adults. The 
following are the planned 
trips:

Trip to the Venezia in 
Boston: On Thursday, 
April 18, at 11 a.m., the 
luxury coach will arrive to 
begin the trip to a beauti-
ful waterfront restaurant 
called the Venezia in Bos-
ton. Upon arrival, a deli-
cious lunch will be served 
that includes a choice of 
baked haddock or chick-
en parmesan. After lunch, 
sit back and enjoy a show 
featuring Johnny Cash 
tribute band “Ca$h Only.” 
Johnny Cash was a singer, 
guitarist and songwriter 
whose music innovatively 
mixed country, rock, blues 
and gospel. The cost for 
this trip is $115 per person. 
Reservations will be ac-
cepted with a check made 
out to the City of Everett. 
The deadline to reserve a 
spot is Friday, April 5.

Trip to Pickety Place 
in New Hampshire: On 
Friday, May 24, at 8:30 
a.m., the bus will depart 
the Connolly Center for 
a trip to Mason, New 
Hampshire. Discover the 
gardens and woods of 
Pickety Place. For over 
200 years, this quaint cot-
tage has graced the New 
Hampshire landscape. 
Enjoy a seasonal five-
course lunch. After lunch, 
stroll through the gardens 
and greenhouses that are 
bursting with spring flow-
ers, fruits and vegetables. 
Following this visit, the 
next location will be Park-
er’s Maple Barn to shop 
in their unique gift shops. 
Please note that some of 
the grounds are uneven 

walking. The cost for this 
trip is $99 per person. The 
deadline to reserve a spot 
is Friday, May 10.

Trip to Maine: On 
Thursday, June 27, at 9:15 
a.m., the motor coach will 
depart the Connolly Cen-
ter for a trip to Maine. 
The first stop is Stonewall 
Kitchen, where you can 
sample delicious jellies, 
jams and more before you 
make a purchase. Follow-
ing Stonewall, it is off to 
Foster’s for a traditional 
clam bake with a choice 
of lobster or chicken. Af-
ter lunch, the next loca-
tion is Ogunquit Center 
for an hour of shopping 
on your own. Upon de-
parting Ogunquit, the next 
stops will be When Pigs 
Fly Bakery and Yummies 
Candies before returning 
home. The cost of this trip 
is $110.

Trip to Saratoga Springs 
& Casino: On Thursday, 
July 25 through Friday, 
July 26, It’s off to the races 
for a two-night excursion 
to Saratoga Springs and 
Casino. Please see Cathi 
at the Connolly Center for 
more details.

All reservations must be 
accompanied with a check 
made out to the City of Ev-
erett. A two-week notice 
of cancellation is required 
to receive a refund. Natu-
rally, there are extenuat-

ing circumstances. Please 
see Cathi at the Connolly 
Center (90 Chelsea Street) 
to make a reservation 
for any of the trips. For 
more information, please 
dial 617-394-2270 to be 
connected to the Connol-
ly Center or dial direct at 
617-394-2323.

CITY OF EVERETT 
HOSTING EASTER 
SPRING FLING

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
is pleased to announce the 
City of Everett will host 
the Easter Spring Fling on 
Thursday, March 28, from 
3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
Everett Recreation Center 
(47 Elm Street).

Residents of all ages 
are welcome to celebrate 
Easter and the arrival of 
spring at this annual event. 
Activities include photos 
with the Easter Bunny, a 
magic show, games, treats, 
face painting, petting zoo, 
balloon creations, live 
children’s entertainment 
and a wonderful time for 
all.

This fun and fami-
ly-friendly celebration 
is open to all who wish 
to participate. For more 
information, please visit 
cityofeverett.com/events/
easter-2024.

News in Brief

Photos with the Easter Bunny at last year’s Easter Spring 
Fling.

A LOOK AT EXCELLENCE IN THE 
EVERETT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Everett High School (EHS) students perform ‘Augusta and Noble’ in the METG Semifinals 
on Saturday, March 9, 2024. The EHS Theatre Company will perform in the METG Drama 
Festival Finals on Saturday, March 23, 2024.

Everett High School 
(EHS) has earned a place 
in the Massachusetts Ed-
ucational Theatre Guild 
(METG) 2024 Drama Fes-
tival Finals, the culminat-
ing achievement in a suc-
cessful multi-year effort 
to build a Theatre Com-
pany that can stand — and 
stage! — with any school 
in the Commonwealth.

“We could not be hap-
pier for these students 
and faculty,” said Super-
intendent William Hart. 
“This is truly a case of be-
ing among the best of the 
best, and we look forward 
to seeing them showcase 
their talents to a large au-
dience in Boston later this 
month.” 

The achievement is as 
historic as it is impressive. 
EHS, one of the METG’s 
founding members in 
1930, has not reached the 
festival finals since 1954 
—  a testament to how 
difficult it is to progress 
through the preliminary 
and semifinal rounds of 
the competition. 

The 2024 METG Drama 
Festival Finals are spread 
over three days — March 
21-23 — at the Back Bay 
Events Center, 180 Berke-
ley Street in Boston. EHS 
is scheduled to take the 
stage on Saturday, March 
23, 2024, at 3 p.m., when 
it will stage “August and 
Noble.” Written by Car-
los Murillo, “Augusta and 
Noble” is the coming-of-
age story of Gabi Castil-
lo, who lives in a vibrant 
Latino community in the 
West Town neighborhood 
of Chicago. Gabi is also a 
new student at Northside 
College Prep, where she 
is quickly exposed to new 
people and possibilities. 

“This powerful piece 
of theater represents my 
community on stage,” said 
senior Gabriellie DeGou-
viea, who plays the role of 
Gabi Castillo. “So many 
of us in Everett share the 
story of Gabi, and her 
family. Many of our par-
ents share the sacrifices of 
Dolores and Reymundo 
for the betterment of their 
children’s future. Hearing 
from other viewers of the 
play at Prelims and Semi’s 
say that they have never 

seen this type of story rep-
resented on stage is truly 
meaningful to me. It is a 
beautiful representation of 
the immigrant experience, 
and I hope that others feel 
the same way.” 

EHS is one of only 14 
schools to punch its tick-
et to the METG finals. 
The festival began with 
115 participating schools 
that competed in the pre-
liminary round. The four 
highest ranked theater 
companies from the 13 
preliminary sites advanced 
to the semifinal round, 
which consisted of six 
schools at seven locations. 
Only the top two schools 
from each semifinal festi-
val reached to the finals. 
(EHS has a been a semi-
final participant several 
times in recent years.)

EHS Theatre Company 
Students received nine 9 
All Star Company Awards 
across the preliminary and 
semifinal rounds, garner-
ing praise for all aspects of 
the show.

Of EHS actor Gianna 
Rodriguez Sanchez, a 
semifinal judge wrote, 
“Your performance as Do-
lores was captivating from 
the moment you walked 
on stage. You brought a 
maternal instinct that an-
chored your performance 
and made the backstory of 
your harrowing journey so 
believable. I found myself 
lost in the way you carried 
your character, forgetting 
I was watching a High 
School performance.”

“I was immediately in-
trigued by what I saw with 
vestiges of a chain link 
fence and some incred-
ible painting and graffi-
ti work,” a preliminary 
round judge set of EHS’s 
set design.  

“[To the] set construc-
tion and scenic painting 
crew, this was outstand-
ing work. You created the 
world of the play with this 
practical and emblematic 
set.”

The production of “Au-
gusta and Noble” is di-
rected by a faculty-led 
team composed of Artistic 
Director Evan DeMarzo, 
Scenic Director Briana 
Pierce, Costume Director 
Josephine Dougan, Theat-

rical Advisor Britt Mitch-
ell, and Scenic Construc-
tion Advisor Eric Pierce.  

The Cast and Crew
Gabrielle DeGouveia
Gia Price
Eva Pappas
Gianna Rodriguez-San-
chez
Anthony Santizo
Kawanne Marins
Nilabhro Pal
Dannie Foster
Rebecca Louine
Sophia Melo
Ace Donnelly
Cecia Troches Cruz
Milton Garcia Gonzalez
Anne Souza
Jack Whiting
Yasmine Laabadla
Alanna O’Brien
Joao Vitor Demo
Randy Maldonado
Isabella Vaz
Na’Tayeja Robinson
Shane Fitzgibbon
Melodie Ghiraldelli
Apollo Blatt
Keyly Ortega Estrada
Sarah Jasmin
EHS is joined by the 
following schools in the 
METG Finals:
Andover High School: 
“Into the Sun, With Cer-
tainty”
Boston Latin School: 
“PLEASE LEAVE (a 
message)”
Brockton High School: 
“Charley’s Aunt”
Framingham High 
School: “The Heart of 
Robin Hood”
Joseph Case High School: 
“ Icarus”
Leominster High School: 
“The Unravelling”
Milton High School: “No-
ra’s Lost”
North Reading High 
School: “Much Ado 
About Nothing”
Peabody Veterans Memo-
rial High School: “The 
Whale”
Sharon High School: 
“Middletown”
St. John’s Prep: “Nothing/
Something”
Wayland High School: 
“The Everyday Adven-
tures of Harriet Handle-
man (Super Genius)”
Westford Academy: “Dis-
graced”

Tickets for the finals 
can be purchased at tick-
ets@metg.org

TATE FINALISTS!
EHS Theatre Company Advances to the 

Final Round of the METG Drama Festival

lars.” She said there would 
be a loss of school yards 
and street parking if mod-
ulars are put into place, 
since these spaces would 
be taken up by teachers’ 
parking.

Committee member 
Samantha Hurley noted 
that grades 7-8 alone need 
space for about 50 class-
rooms that would accom-
modate about 1,000 stu-
dents. Almost three years 
ago, there was a move to 
reuse the old Pope John 
XXIII High School site on 
the Everett/Malden line on 
Broadway.  While it was 
agreed that turning the 
Pope John campus into a 
7th and 8th middle school 
would relieve the over-
crowding at all of the ele-
mentary schools and give 
flexibility to continue to 
absorb the continuing in-
crease of new students in 
these grades, the measure 
would do nothing about 
the overcrowding at the 
high school, a problem 
that will only continue to 
increase.

In addition, the city’s 
taxpayers would have to 
absorb the entire cost of 
the estimated $150 million 
renovation of the structure 
and it could take up to five 
years to complete. By con-
trast, the construction of 
any new school in the city 
will be eligible for 70% re-
imbursement by the state.

Both Mayor Carlo De-
Maria and Hart are explor-
ing the present inventory 
of city buildings that could 
be adapted for classroom 
space.

Hart noted  that going 
outside of city-owned 

properties for rental space 
could be problematic, as a 
long-term lease for more 
than three years would be 
required and would need 
approval from  the City 
Council.

“A new school is in the 
future to solve the prob-
lem, but would not solve 
the problem now,” Hart 
said.

Presently, DeMaria has 
submitted plans for a new 
high school to the Massa-
chusetts School Building 
Authority (MSBA) that 
would include vocational 

training classrooms and 
shop areas for students.  A 
state official is expected to 
advise about the next step 
in the MSBA process for 
the new high school start-
ing July 1. The entire pro-
cess to get to doors open-
ing could be another eight 
years.

In the meantime, Hart 
and members of the city 
departments and school 
committee will continue 
to look at options at exist-
ing city structures, as well 
as some possible rentable 
space.

701 Broadway - Everett    (617) 387-7458 
Rev. Larry Russi   

Worship the Lord in the Spirit & Truth. 

Glendale Christian  
Lighthouse Church 

A Bible-believing Church  
where you will feel welcome. 

Come worship with us 
this Easter season 

Palm Sunday Service 
March 24 at 10:30 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday Worship 
-Celebrating Holy Communion-

March 28 at 7 p.m. 
Easter Sunday Services 

March 31 at 6 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

The angel said to the woman,
“Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. He is not here; he has risen, 
just as He said.”

|Matthew 28:5-6
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The Everett Independent reserves the right 
to edit letters for space, accuracy and 

clarity. We regret that we cannot publish 
unsigned letters. Please include your street 
and telephone number with your submis-
sion. The Everett Independent publishes 
columns, viewpoints and letters to the 

editor as a forum for readers to express 
their opinions and to encourage debate. 
Please note that the opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of The Everett 

Independent. Text or attachments emailed 
to editor@everettindependent.com 

are preferred. 

Your opinions, please
The Everett Independent wel-

comes letters to the editor.  
Our address is 385 Broadway, 

Revere, MA 02151. 
Letters may also be e-mailed to 

editor@everettindependent.com.
Letters must be signed. 

We reserve the right to edit for 
length and content.
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Upcoming Events at Everett Public Libraries
Parlin Adult and Teens

Parlin Book Group, 
Parlin Meeting Room, and 
Zoom. Monday, March 
25th at 6:00 pm. In The 
Guest Cottage, New York 
Times bestselling author 
Nancy Thayer takes read-
ers back to the island of 
Nantucket in this novel 
about two single parents 
who accidentally rent the 
same summer house—and 
must soon decide where 
their hearts truly lie..   18+. 
Call Kathleen at (617) 394 
2300, or send an email to 
slipp@noblenet.org, for 
the Zoom link, or join us 
in person!

Yarn Club Parlin Fire-
place Room. Tuesday, 
March 26th at 7pm. Come 
chit chat and stitch! Bring 
your crocheting, knitting, 
or any other yarn craft and 
sit and socialize with other 
members of the crafting 
community. Recommend-
ed for ages 14-109! 

Murder/Mystery Book 
Group, Connolly Center 
Meeting Room. Thursday, 
March 28th at 12pm.  In 
P.D. James’ Death Comes 
to Pemberley chaos de-
scends. Lydia Wickham, 
Elizabeth’s disgraced sis-
ter arrives in a hysterical 
state—shrieking that her 
husband has been mur-
dered. Pemberley’s own-
ers and servants may never 
be the same. See Kathleen 

for copies on her twice 
monthly visits, or call the 
Parlin (617) 394 2300 or 
Shute (617) 394 2308 li-
braries.

Softer Side of Celtic, 
Parlin Meeting Room, 
Saturday, March 30th at 
11:00 am. Musician and 
raconteur Jeff Snow com-
bines the music, stories 
and a bit of history from 
Scotland, Ireland and En-
gland into a concert event 
that will keep you on the 
edge of your seat.

Parlin Children
Lego Club. Parlin 

Children’s Room. Mon-
day, March 25th from 
3-5pm. Come to the Chil-
dren’s Room after school 
on Mondays for some 
free-building lego fun. 
Open to all ages. Children 
under 6 years old must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
No registration required.

Storytime with Vera. 
Parlin Children’s Room. 
Tuesday, March 26th at 
12pm. In English or Portu-
guese by request. Visit the 
Parlin Library Children’s 
Room to attend! Suggest-
ed ages 2-6. 

Storytime and Sin-
galong with Karen 
Parlin Children’s Room. 
Wednesday, March 27th 
at 11am. Join us for a fun-
filled morning of singing 
and storytelling with Kar-
en! Suggested ages 0-6.

Drama Class. Parlin 
Children’s Room. 
Wednesday, March 27th at 
3pm. Do you have a drama 
queen or king at home? 
Drama Class in the Parlin 
Children’s Department is 
the perfect opportunity for 
your child to put those act-
ing skills to use with our 
drama coach! Suggested 
ages 6-14.

Story Time Adven-
tures with Mrs. McAuliffe 
Parlin Children’s Room. 
Thursday, March 28th 
and Friday, March 29th at 
11am. Join us on Thursday 
and Fridays at 11am with 
Mrs. McAuliffe for our 
enchanting Story Time! 
You will be whisked away 
on magical adventures 
through the pages of your 
favorite books. Bring a 
friend or make a new one 
in our circle of friends.

Fluency Fun Friday.  
Parlin Children’s Room. 
Friday, March 29th at 
3pm. Drop by the Chil-
dren’s Room for a selec-
tion of fun fluency table 
games with Mrs. McAu-
liffe.  Suggested ages 5-11.

Origami Club. Parlin 
Fireplace Room. Satur-
day, March 30th at 12pm. 
Come and practice the an-
cient art of paper folding. 
All ages and skill levels 
are welcome!
Shute Adult and Teens
Crafty Coasters, Shute 

Meeting Room. Thursday, 
March 28th at 7 PM. Bring 
your creativity to this 
event! This event is not 
only fun but sustainable. 
Your creativity will meet 
eco-friendliness with recy-
cled magazines and wood-
en coasters. This event is 
for ages 14 and up. Regis-
trations are required. This 
event is generously funded 
by the Friends of the Ever-
ett Public Libraries. 

Resume Writing, Shute 
Adult Department. Do 
you need help sprucing up 
an old resume or creating 
a new one? Sign up for a 
thirty minute session at 
both the Parlin and Shute 
Libraries. By appointment 
only. Please call 617-394-
2302 for the Parlin Library 
and 617-394-2308 for the 
Shute Library to register 
for an appointment. 

Computer Basics 101, 
Shute Adult Department. 
Not familiar with the com-
puter? Learn the basics: 
how to start up and shut 
down a computer, perform 
mouse and keyboard func-
tions, use applications, 
learn Microsoft Word, 
navigate the Internet, set 
up an email account, and 
more! By appointment 
only. Please call 617-394-
2302 for the Parlin Library 
and 617-394-2308 for the 
Shute Library to register. 

On Saturday, March 30, 
musician and raconteur 
Jeff Snow will combine 
music, stories, and a bit 
of history from Scotland, 
Ireland, and England into 
a free concert event for 
Everett Public Libraries 
patrons. 

Jeff Snow is a talented 
multi-instrumentalist who 
shares the music, and the 
stories behind the music, 
of Scotland, Ireland and 
England.     

Growing up in a home 
where old Scottish folk 
songs were the everyday 
sounds, Jeff developed an 
early love for Celtic mu-
sic. Much of the history of 

these lands was preserved 
in song. You will see 
singing, laughing, lots of 
smiles and perhaps a few 
tears as we travel through 
time.      

There is no better ex-
ample of this than the sto-

ry of John Hunt. In 1855, 
at the age of 13, John Hunt 
left his family’s home in 
Kilkelly Ireland and came 
to the United States. He 
never returned to Ireland 
and never saw his family 
again. The Ballad of Kil-
kelly Ireland tells the story 
of the Hunt family.     

Jeff’s music has been 
described as “quiet and 
relaxing.” Much of it is, 
but every once in a while 
he breaks out and the foot 
stomping begins. Each 
concert is a wee bit differ-
ent and adapted to the re-
sponse and interest of the 
audience.      

In concert Jeff plays the 

guitar, autoharp and bou-
zouki. He can also find 
his way around a drum set 
and most of the percussion 
family.    

Jeff is a private guitar 
teacher and the author of 
the teaching method Gui-
tar Basics and Beyond. 
He was featured in the 
December 2006 issue of 
Acoustic Guitar Magazine 
and is a contributing writ-
er for Acoustic Guitar and 
Autoharp Quarterly Mag-
azines.    

When not singing, play-
ing or teaching Jeff can 
often be found taking pho-
tographs, on a golf course 
or a beach.

PHOTO COURTESY LAUREN HOURIHAN 
PHOTOGRAPHY, WILBRAHAM 

MASSACHUSETTS

Jeff Snow.

The Softer Side of Celtic: A performance at the Everett Public Libraries

MARCH IS THE 
CRUELEST MONTH

Spring officially arrived this week, with March 19 
marking the vernal equinox. According to meteorolo-
gists, “meteorological spring’ began even sooner on 
March 1.

The poet Emily Dickinson extolled the arrival of 
March (“Dear March—Come in— How glad I am—”). 
But we always have viewed March as the ultimate tease. 
Emily Dickinson lived in Amherst, far from the coast, 
where ocean breezes off the still-frigid Atlantic -- water 
temps are their coldest in March -- can lower the dread-
ed wind-chill factor by 10 degrees even on sunny days.

For those of us who have been lifelong residents of 
Eastern Mass., March is the month on the calendar that 
we long for with great anticipation after the harsh win-
ter season. But it always disappoints, like an object of 
desire who fails to live up to our expectations.

Admittedly, these past few winters have not been 
too tough to take, both in terms of the lack of cold and 
snow, which environmental scientists tell us is the be-
ginning of a long-term trend of warmer winters because 
of climate change. Those milder winters have given us 
all the more reason to hope that March would be even 
more temperate compared to the past, but our hopes 
have been dashed.by Mother Nature.

To be sure, we had some warm weather last week and 
the crocuses and snowdrops have been pushing through 
the ground for a while now, especially in the areas of 
our gardens in full sun. But the cold weather that is fore-
cast for the coming week, with below-freezing tempera-
tures every night and early-morning, is anything but a 
harbinger of the coming spring season. 

One of the earliest memories of our childhood was 
learning the aphorism, “March comes in like a lion 
and goes out like a lamb.” Despite the onset of cli-
mate-change, that saying remains as true today as it was 
then. 

IT’S A SAD, SAD, SAD, SAD 
WORLD

It is fair to say that for everyone reading this editorial, 
the world is in a greater state of chaos than at any time 
in our lives.

Although the decades in the aftermath of World War 
II brought us the Cold War and two “hot wars” in Korea 
and Vietnam, plus the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, 
the world overall was a more orderly place, divided 
between the Western democracies and the Eastern Eu-
ropean Communist autocracies. Everyone knew where 
they stood and played by the rules. Both sides possessed 
huge nuclear arsenals that could destroy the other 10 
times over, but that equilibrium brought us relative 
peace thanks to the concept of mutually assured de-
struction, appropriately known by the acronym MAD.

Even during the height of the Cold War, we could 
laugh at movies such as “The Russians Are Coming, 
the Russians Are Coming,” and the Beatles could make 
a parody of Chuck Berry’s “Back in the U.S.A.” and the 
Beach Boys’ “California Girls” with their song, “Back 
in the U.S.S.R.”

But since the demise of the Cold War’s hierarchy, 
turmoil has erupted in many places that had been rel-
atively-peaceful. The civil wars that engulfed Somalia, 
Rwanda, and the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s pre-
saged the terrible situations we have today. 

Those relatively-contained civil conflicts have 
evolved into the ongoing cross-border wars in Ukraine, 
Gaza, Israel, Syria, and sub-Saharan Africa, where ci-
vilians are being bombed, murdered, raped, and dis-
placed by the millions. No one is making jokes about 
the evils of Vladimir Putin and Hamas or the dire situ-
ation in Gaza.

In our own hemisphere, Haiti has collapsed into com-
plete and total chaos, ruled by warring criminal gangs, 
and the Central American nations of El Salvador and 
Honduras are not far behind. In Mexico, the drug cartels 
effectively control large swathes of the country.

Venezuela has descended into desperate poverty de-
spite having oil reserves that made it one of the wealth-
iest nations in South America just 10 years ago when its 
GDP was five times what it is today.

Even Chinese citizens are fleeing their country, where 
there is a huge crisis in the real estate market, because 
of economic stagnation that has brought record-high 
unemployment and a lack of opportunity to a nation that 
had known exponential growth for three decades.

It is estimated that 280 million people worldwide to-
day are migrants, of whom 110 million are refugees, 
asylum-seekers, and others who are internally displaced 
people and in need of international protection. Both of 
those numbers are all-time records and are growing par-
abolically year-after-year.

The New York Times columnist and best-selling au-
thor Thomas Friedman has divided the post-post-Cold 
War world into two camps -- the nations of order vs. 
disorder. America remains a beacon, not only among 
the disorderly nations, but also compared to the indus-
trialized world. We emerged from the pandemic as the 
strongest economy on earth, with an historically-low 
unemployment rate and a taming of post-COVID in-
flation that by far have outpaced our peers in Western 
Europe and elsewhere.

But despite our success, the news headlines each day 
inform us that the world today is a sad, sad place, in-
stilling in all of us a sense that our relative strength and 
stability is fragile and cannot be taken for granted.

For Advertising Rates, 
Call  617-884-2416
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EVERETT PUBLIC SCHOOLS HOLDS FAMILY BILITERACY CELEBRATION

In celebration of Read 
Across America Week, the 
Everett Public Schools EL 
Department held a Family 
Biliteracy Celebration at 
the Keverian School.

Students were able to 
participate in read-aloud 
sessions in English, Span-
ish, Portuguese, Vietnam-
ese, Arabic, Nepali, and 
Creole.

The readers and volun-
teers did an outstanding 
job interacting and con-
versing with the students 
in the various languages. 
Parents also attended the 

fun and educational event. 
The students and families 
also enjoyed refreshments 
in the school cafetorium.

Everett student Jerome Herbert, with his mother, Christine 
Hebert, at the Everett Public Schools EL Department’s Fam-
ily Biliteracy Celebration.

Linda Maloney, with her granddaughter Quinn Maloney, 
Kapil Kunwar, Mohammed Hussain, and Prinsu Kunwar.

EL Coordinator Elizabeth Slattery, with Everett students 
Cameron (front), Isaac, Gabriel, Mikel, and Elloah.

Everett Little League volun-
teer Mark Reyes (left) and 
President Joe Polson had a 
player registration table for 
the 2024 season at the Fam-
ily Biliteracy Celebration.

Keverian School Principal 
Alex Naumann and teacher 
Sheila Casey Scaduto, pic-
tured at the Family Bilitera-
cy Celebration.

Everett student Camron Matthews, with his father, Aaron 
Matthews, and his mother, Samantha Sears.

Everett Public Schools EL Coordinators Adrienne Kaminsky, Elizabeth Slattery, Marissa 
McQueeney, Melissa Jarem, and Chelsea McNiff.

From left, Portuguese Family Liaison Valerie Duarte, Keverian School Assistant Principal 
Keith Spencer, EL Director Genevieve McDonough, Assistant Principal Janet Taylor, EL 
Coordinator Elizabeth Slattery, Spanish Liaison Rosa Torres, and Principal Alex Naumann.

A short story about
growing up with an

unfair advantage. 

Polio. 

As one of the last American children to
contract polio, Jeffrey Galpin grew up in a
world of iron lungs and body casts, alone
with his imagination. His story would be
dramatic enough if it was just about his
battle with this dreaded disease.

But Jeffrey Galpin did more than survive
polio. He went on to a list of achievements
in medical research—including being the
principal investigator in applying the first
gene therapy for HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Galpin actually credits his own
incurable condition for giving him the focus
that made him so passionate in his research.
His story leaves us with two of the most
contagious messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If 
Dr. Galpin’s story inspires just one more
person to make a difference, then its telling
here has been well worth while.

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org



Page 6	 The Everett Independent • Wednesday, March 20, 2024	 Phone: 617-387-9600  Fax: 781-485-1403

Last Tuesday evening 
at Anthony’s of Malden, 
Athletic Director of EHS 
Tammy Turner welcomed 
players, coaches, family, 
and friends from the EHS 
Winter Sports Program.

This awards dinner offi-
cially closes out the winter 
program, recognizing the 
accomplishments of all 
student athletes that par-
ticipated.

THE EVERETT HIGH SCHOOL CRIMSON TIDE WINTER SPORTS AWARDS DINNER

EHS Ad Tammy Turner with EHS girls’ hockey players, 
Meghan Currie and Lindsey Sylva.

Basketball Cheer Leading All-Star Anna Louiza Silva with 
Coaches Taylor Leo and Katelyn Mastrocola.

EHS Hockey Head Coach Kirk Toomajian with Lettermen, 
Ray Blauvelt, and Charles Govostes.

EHS Varsity Girls’ Basketball All-Stars Amelia Maria Babcock 
and Malaica Guillaume with Coaches Riley Dunn and Court-
ney Meninger.

Basketball Coach Gery Boyce is shown with EHS All-Stars, 
Lian Dorosario, Jaysaun Coggins Allsin Desrameaux.

Head Coach Riley Dunn and her staff with the EHS Girls’ Basketball Team. Head Coach Gerry Boyce with his staff and the EHS Varsity Boys Basketball Team.

EHS Superintendent of Pub-
lic Schools William Hart was 
on hand to congratulate 
the EHS athletes. Shown 
with Athletic Director Tam-
my Turner.
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Please visit everettindependent.com

Secure a great rate before 
they start to melt away!

* Annual Percentage Yield is accurate as of 2/1/24.  The Special 7 Month Cer�ficate of Deposit account is 
available during a special promo�on period and to new money only. Minimum balance to open the CD and earn 
the APY is $100,000. For Eagle Bank transfers, a minimum deposit of $100,000 of new money is required.  A 
penalty will be imposed for withdrawals before maturity. Rates may vary and are subject to change without 
no�ce. CDs will automa�cally renew at a 12-month term at the regular 12-month CD rate being offered by the 
Bank at the �me of renewal. Other terms and rates available.                                                                                                                                                 
                                Member FDIC/Member DIF

FIND YOUR PLACE 
AT EBNHC

Check us out!

THE EVERETT HIGH SCHOOL CRIMSON TIDE WINTER SPORTS AWARDS DINNER

EHS All-Star Wrestlers with Coach Nick Erban. Maria Me-
deiros and Kevin Argueta.

The EHS Basketball Cheerleading Squad.

Head Coach Holly Garcia with the EHS Hockey Cheerleading Squad.

Head Coach of EHS Hockey Cheering, Holly Garcia with All-
Stars Alyssa Parziale and Rebecca Hickey.

EHS Girls Inddor Track All-Stars, Darrynn Desrameaux and Suzanne Maharjan with coach-
es Jehu Cimea, HC Claudy St. Juste, Brendan Hahesy and Katie Kukova.

Coaches and athletes of the EHS Crimson Tide Girls Indoor Track Team.

Crimson Tide Indoor Track Coach Claudy St. Juste and coaches Jehu Cimea, Brandan 
Hahesy and Katie Kukova with All-Stars Donald Michael, Kayshan Evellard and Dawens 
Germain.

Coaches and athletes of the EHS Crimson Tide Boys Indoor Track Team.
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State Representative Joe 
McGonagle speaking at the 
podium.

State Senator Sal DiDomen-
ico speaking at the podium.

 Rev. Joseph Chacha Marwa 
from Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish delivering the 
opening prayer.

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
welcomed attendees and 
delivered his remarks at the 
podium.

From left: City of Everett’s Executive Manager Dolores 
Lattanzi; Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Cathy 
Draine; and DEI Officer Simone Holyfield.

From left: former City Councilor Al Lattanzi; City of Everett 
Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Cathy Draine; 
and City of Everett Executive Manager Dolores Lattanzi.

The City of Everett was joined by elected officials and members of the community to raise the Irish flag at City Hall in celebration of Irish American Heritage Month.

The Everett community gathered at Stewart’s Pub for the community reception that fol-
lowed the flag raising ceremony.

 Tommy Sheehan performing Irish tunes at 
Stewart’s Pub.

PHOTOS COURTESY THE CITY OF EVERETT

Mayor Carlo DeMaria and Marlene Wester-
man.

us that spring is approach-
ing and bringing with it, 
new growth, rebirth, and 
the optimism that spring 
always brings with it.

“The story of the Irish 
is a story about optimism. 
Like many cultures, the 
Irish came to America to 
overcome the hardships 
they faced at home in Ire-
land. They sacrificed to 
make the journey to the 
United States and clung 
to their faith during their 
voyage.

“They demonstrated 
their strength of character 
when they were met here, 
not with open arms, but 
with signs in windows that 
said, “Irish Need Not Ap-
ply.”

“Even when faced with 
all of that, the Irish did not 
let it turn their hearts or 
steal their belief that there 
was good in the world,” 
concluded DeMaria, who 
also shared an uplifting 
Irish blessing with the as-
semblage.

Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
said, “It’s a great day for 
our community when we 
are celebrating the many 
cultures that make up the 
fabric of the City of Ev-

erett. And today we want 
to celebrate and thank the 
many folks from Ireland, 
the Irish Americans who 
have helped make this 
community what it is to-
day.”

Rep. Joseph McGona-
gle also delivered remarks 
at the event.

“St. Patrick’s Day is one 
of my favorite holidays 
because it celebrates ca-
maraderie and community, 
no matter your heritage,” 
said McGonagle. “A cele-
bration like the one we are 
having today is testament 
to the strength and spirit 
of the Irish. As many of 
you know, I could not be 
prouder of my Irish heri-
tage and family. I feel so 
lucky to come from such a 
resilient people. I stand on 
the shoulders of my fam-
ily who fled their homes 
and came to this country, 
then facing here in Amer-
ica oppression, while still 
fighting for a better life so 
I could be standing where 
I am today. I am extremely 
grateful.”

Following the celebra-
tion, many guests gath-
ered at Stewart’s Pub for a 
community reception.

Heritage //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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J.F. Ward
Funeral Home

Independent & Locally
Owned

Est. 1929
Kevin S. Creel, Director

772 Broadway, Everett
(Glendale Sq. Area)

387-3367

Compassionate, Professional
Service Offering Pre-Need

Planning

To place a 

memoriam in 

the Everett 

Independent, 

please call 

617-387-9600 

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Samuel Ratta
Retired Everett Chief Procurement Officer

OBITUARIES

Samuel R. Ratta of Ev-
erett entered into eternal 
rest on Thursday, March 
14 in the Melrose-Wake-
field Hospital.  He was 93 
years old.  

Born in East Boston, 
Sam lived in Everett for 
most of his life.  He retired 
from the City of Everett 
as the Chief Procurement 
Officer.  

Sam was the son of the 
late Celia (Qualtieri) and 
Onofrio Ratta; the be-
loved husband for almost 
44 years of Mary P (Im-
pemba; dear and devoted 
father of Robert F. Ratta 
of Madison, Wisc, Rich-
ard S. Ratta and his wife, 
MaryAnn of Venice, FL 
and Robin Ann Walsh and 
her late husband, Paul of 
Billerica;   brother of the 
late Frank Ratta and his 
surviving wife, Eleanor 
and   the late Rose Let-
tieri. He is also survived 
by many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and 
great-great-grandchildren 
as well as his step-sons, 
Robert Nassor and his 
wife, Christine and Steven 
Nassor of Lynn.

Relatives and friends 

are respectfully invited to 
attend Sam’s visitation in 
the Cafasso & Sons Fu-
neral Home,  65 Clark St. 
(Corner of Main St.) Ev-
erett, Saturday, March 23 
at 10:30 a.m.   followed 
by a funeral service at 11 
a.m.   Services will con-
clude with Sam’s entomb-
ment in the Woodlawn 
Cemetery Community 
Mausoleum (Versailles), 
Everett.   In lieu of flow-
ers, contributions in Sam’s 
memory to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN, 
38105, would be sincerely 
appreciated.  Parking with 
attendants on duty.

East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center (EB-
NHC), soon to be Neigh-
borHealth, announced 
the appointment of John 
Gioioso, CFM, MCR as 
Vice President of Campus 
Operations. Bringing with 
him over 30 years of ex-
perience in the healthcare 
and financial asset man-
agement sectors, Gioioso 
will support and advance 
the health center’s com-
mitment to expanding ac-
cess to care and providing 
a patient-centered health-
care experience in its fa-
cilities.

  As Vice President of 
Campus Operations, Gio-
ioso will be responsible 
for overseeing the opera-
tion of more than 20 prop-
erties owned and leased 
by EBNHC for patient 
care and administration, as 
well as spearheading new 
development and renova-
tion projects in the com-
munities EBNHC serves, 
including East Boston, 

Revere, Everett, and Bos-
ton’s South End.

Former Vice President 
of Campus Operations 
Stephen Fraser will be 
instrumental in helping 
transition John into his 
new role and will contin-
ue to work closely on a 
part-time basis with EBN-
HC leadership to execute 
special projects across 
the EBNHC campus as he 
transitions into retirement.

“With campus locations 
across Greater Boston, we 
are confident that John’s 
extensive knowledge and 
experience will help en-
sure that our health system 
provides an exceptional 
environment for patient 
care,” said EBNHC Exec-
utive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer, 
Dr. Ryan Boxill. “We at 
EBNHC would also like to 
extend a great deal of grat-
itude and thanks to Ste-
phen for his many years of 
service which have been 
invaluable in creating an 
environment that facilitat-
ed exceptional care to our 
patients.”

Prior to joining EBN-
HC, Gioioso oversaw proj-
ect management for Mass 
General Brigham’s North-
shore Physician Group’s 
clinic locations. In this 
role, he expertly managed 
new development and ren-
ovations, while working 
with both contractors and 
the community to promote 

best-in-class standard 
operating construction 
procedures. Gioioso is 
also well-versed in tenant 
fit-ups and built environ-
ment enchantment proj-
ect management from his 
time with commercial real 
estate firm Keypoint Part-
ners.

“As an East Boston na-
tive, I am excited to bring 
my expertise to a commu-
nity so close to my heart,” 
said Gioioso. “I look for-
ward to ensuring that EB-
NHC’s properties contin-
ue to be well-maintained 
and represent the best in 
community-based patient 
care.”

In addition to his lead-
ership role at EBNHC, 
Gioioso is an adjunct pro-
fessor at Boston Universi-
ty and Wentworth Institute 
of Technology. Gioioso 
holds a masters’ degree 
from Cambridge College 
with a concentration in 
facilities management. He 
received his bachelor’s de-

gree in management from 
Suffolk University and his 
associate’s degree in man-
agement from Northshore 
Community College.

East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center is one 
of the nation’s largest Fed-
erally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs) and the 
largest community-based 
primary care health sys-
tem in Massachusetts, 
serving over 120,000 
people and recognized by 
the Health Resources and 
Services Administration 
(HRSA) as a National 
Quality Leader. For more 
than 50 years, EBNHC 
has offered access to com-
prehensive primary care, 
specialty care and emer-
gency care for patients in 
the Commonwealth. In 
a first-of-its-kind merger 
in 2020, EBNHC joined 
forces with the South End 
Community Health Cen-
ter and expanded services 
to patients who live and 
work in Boston’s South 

End and Roxbury neigh-
borhoods.

EBNHC champions 
innovative care models 
to actively bridge health 
equity gaps in our low-in-
come and immigrant com-
munities with services 
unique from other health 
care providers in our state. 
In addition to primary and 
specialty care, EBNHC 
operates Massachusetts’ 
only satellite Emergen-
cy Department, which is 
the fourth busiest ED in 
Boston and is co-located 
with advanced radiology, 
including CT scan ser-
vices, same-day Behavior-
al Health Urgent Care and 
an integrated pharmacy. 
Today, EBNHC remains 
dedicated to promoting 
and sustaining healthy 
communities, families, 
and individuals both in 
and out of the exam room 
by providing accessible, 
person-centered, compas-
sionate, and high-quality 
health care services.

EBNHC appoints Gioioso as Vice President of Campus Operations

John Gioioso.

The Massachusetts 
Department of Transpor-
tation (MassDOT) is an-
nouncing the  launch of 
its second National Work 
Zone Awareness Week 
billboard design contest, 
exclusively for Massa-
chusetts college students. 
The contest aims to raise 
awareness of work zone 
safety and encourage 
drivers to exercise cau-
tion when passing through 
active construction  and 
maintenance projects. 

“We’re calling for all 
great ideas for our sec-
ond annual National Work 
Zone Awareness Week 
billboard contest,”  said 
Transportation Secretary 
and CEO Monica Tib-
bits-Nutt. “Creative

 designs and advertise-
ment are a powerful way 
to reach residents and re-
mind them how to keep 
our construction crews 
safe.”    

National Work Zone 

Awareness Week (NW-
ZAW) is an annual event 
that brings attention to 
work zone safety and ed-
ucation around preventing 
crashes and fatalities in 
these areas. The theme

 for NWZAW 2024 is 
“Work Zones are tempo-
rary. Actions behind the 
wheel can last forever.” 
The main takeaway is 
while work zones may 
be temporary, the choices 
made by drivers in these 
areas can have far-reach-
ing effects. Whether it’s 
excessive speed, distract-
ed driving, or ignoring 
traffic laws, poor behav-
iors exhibited behind the 
wheel can lead to severe 
injuries, fatalities, and 
long-lasting trauma for in-
dividuals and families.  

MassDOT is taking an 
active role in promoting 
work zone safety to pro-
tect the men and wom-
en working out on the 
roadway and would like 

to invite all Massachu-
setts college students  to 
create a billboard design 
that promotes the theme 
and encourages drivers 
to be cautious when driv-
ing through work zones. 
Massachusetts college 
students interested in par-
ticipating should create 
a billboard design that 
includes the theme and 
promotes work  zone safe-
ty.  Review the MassDOT 
Digital Billboard Design 
Specifications before pre-
paring your submission.   

The contest is open to 
all students who are cur-
rently enrolled in Mas-
sachusetts colleges. The 
winning designs will be 
selected based on creativ-
ity, impact, and relevance 
to the NWZAW theme. 
The contest ends on April 
19, and the winning de-
signs will be announced 
on May 1 during the 2024 
MassDOT Transportation 
Innovation Conference. 

The top 3 designs will be 
displayed on a series of 
digital billboards along 
the highways in Massa-
chusetts  throughout the 
2024 construction season. 
The winning designs will 
be awarded a scholarship 
generously provided by 
the Massachusetts Aggre-
gate and Asphalt Pave-
ment Association (MAA-
PA). As staunch advocates 
for roadway safety, MAA-
PA recognizes the crucial 
importance  of promoting 
work zone safety and is 
dedicated to increasing 
awareness about driving 
responsibly near work 
zones. 

1st place: $500 and 
3-month billboard display 
(June, August, November) 

2nd place: $300 and 
2-month billboard display 
(July, October) 

3rd place: $200 and 
1-month billboard display 
(September).

MassDOT’s second National Work Zone Awareness Week announced

The Catholic Schools 
Foundation (CSF) is 
thrilled to announce a spe-
cial initiative in support of 
their signature program, 
the Building Minds Schol-
arship Fund. Bill, CSF 
Trustee, and Jane Mosa-
kowski will generously 
match one-to-one all new 
and increased contribu-
tions to the fund, up to 
$500,000.

The Building Minds 
Scholarship Fund grants 
scholarships to over 3,500 
low-income students each 
year who wish to attend 
Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of Boston.

Bill and Jane’s match 
gift was announced ahead 
of CSF’s upcoming 34th 
Annual Building Minds 
Scholarship Fund Gala, 
taking place at Boston 
Marriott Copley Place on 
April 11th, 2024. Thanks 
to their generosity, every 
new sponsorship, ticket 
purchase, and donation 
made will now have dou-
ble the impact.

Bill Mosakowski, CSF 
Trustee, said: 

“Jane and I are hon-
ored to support the Cath-
olic Schools Foundation’s 
Building Minds Scholar-
ship Fund.

Every child deserves 
the opportunity to build a 
brighter future. By match-
ing new and increased 
contributions to the Build-
ing Minds Scholarship 
Fund, we hope to inspire 
others to join us in mak-

ing a lasting impact on the 
lives of in-need students 
and their families in the 
Archdiocese of Boston.”

The 34th Annual Build-
ing Minds Scholarship 
Fund Gala is the single 
largest fundraiser held by 
CSF,  raising over $4M 
annually  for low-income 
students to attend Catholic 
Schools across Boston and 
the surrounding communi-
ties.

Drawing together ap-
proximately 800-1,000 
members of the Greater 
Boston business com-
munity and beyond, the 
event will be chaired by 
Renee, CSF Trustee, and 
Mike Minogue, President 
& CEO of Minogue Con-
sulting, LLC, and Retired 
Chairman, President, and 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Abiomed. 

Some of the most rec-
ognized and influential 
names in the Common-
wealth will be in atten-
dance to honor Rick Hen-

ken, President & CEO of 
the Schochet Companies 
and  former president of 
the CSF Board of Trust-
ees. 

Gala attendees will also 
have the opportunity to 
meet over 100 CSF schol-
ars who will be present at 
the event to share more 
about their great experi-
ences with the organiza-
tion and to display school 
projects they have been 
working on throughout the 
year.

Mike Reardon, CSF’s 
Executive Director, com-
mented:

“At the Catholic 
Schools Foundation, our 
top priority is the educa-
tion of our scholars. We’re 
proud to say that 100% 
of CSF Scholars graduate 
high school, and an im-
pressive 98% matriculate 
to college.

The Building Minds 
Scholarship Fund trans-
forms the lives of these 
in-need students by pro-

viding them with a quali-
ty Catholic education that 
will open the door to a 
wealth of opportunities.

Your support, along 
with the generous match 
from Bill and Jane Mo-
sakowski, will help us to 
continue making a dif-
ference in their lives and 
build brighter futures for 
CSF scholars. It all starts 
with you.”

The Catholic Schools 
Foundation would like to 
thank Bill and Jane Mo-
sakowski for their remark-
able commitment to the 
Building Minds Scholar-
ship Fund. For more in-
formation on CSF’s 34th 
Annual Building Minds 
Scholarship Fund Gala 
and how you can double 
your donation, visit www.
csfboston.org/34annual-
gala.

Any questions can be 
directed to Vanessa at 
vmcgeehan@csfboston.
org or (617) 398-5459.

Catholic Schools Foundation receives match support for new 
donations made towards the Building Minds Scholarship Fund

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

Advertisement
Everett Housing 
Authority (EHA) 

invites sealed bids 
from qualified firms to 
undertake Relocation 
Advisory Services 
associated with a 
ceiling replacement 
project of its North 
Everett/Whittier Drive 
Elderly (667/1A) 
Development in Ev-
erett, Massachusetts, 

in accordance with 
documents prepared 
by the Everett Housing 
Authority and in 
accordance with MGL 
Chapter 30B. 
The EHA is seeking 
Relocation Advisory 
Services to assist 
residents in relocating 
to temporary housing 
units and to coor-
dinate and conduct 
temporary moves. The 
temporary relocation 
is for 56 1-bedroom 

elderly/disabled 
housing units. Everett 
Housing Authority 
expects the total cost 
of this contract to 
be approximately 
$140,000. 
INVITATION FOR BID 
(IFB) documents will 
be available starting 
at 8:00 AM on Mon-
day, March 25, 2024, 
by email at skergo.
eha@comcast.net or 
in our office at 393 
Ferry Street, Everett, 

MA 02149.
Sealed Bids will be 
received until 2:00 PM 
on April 23, 2024, at 
which time they will 
be opened and read 
aloud publicly. No 
late submittals will be 
accepted. Bids may be 
dropped off or mailed 
to Everett Housing 
Authority, 393 Ferry 
Street, Everett, MA 
02149 Respondents 
must submit sealed 
Bids with original sig-

natures and labeled 
“Relocation Advisory 
Services”. 
Everett Housing 
Authority is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirma-
tive Action Agency. 
Minority Business 
Enterprises (MBE) 
and Woman Minority 
Business Enterprises 
(WMBE) are encour-
aged to apply. 

3/20/24
EV
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All women over 40 should 

have a mammogram once a 

year. Breast cancer found 

early offers the best chance 

to be cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 

For more information and 

answers to any of your cancer 

questions, contact us any time, 

day or night.

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org        1.800.ACS.2345

Hope.Progress.Answers.®

LANDSCAPING

PLASTERING

REAL ESTATE

MOVING

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

Everett'Everett's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN 
SERVICE DIRECTORY

PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588

 OR EMAIL 
DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

PAINTING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

GinaSSoldano@gmail.com 
gsoldanorealtor.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862
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Your Satisfaction is Ours!
CALL MIKE

PLASTERING

PLUMBING

CALL

POOLS

COSMO POOLS
• NEW LINERS

• INSTALLATION
•POOL OPENINGS

CALL JOHN
781-589-0505

Immaculate Conception Parish
News and Notes

Bishop Robert G. 
Brown and Zion Church 
Ministries invites you to 
join us every Sunday at 
our 10:00 a.m. Worship 
Service for a time of wor-
ship, praise and preaching, 
at 757 Broadway, Everett, 
MA.  You can also join 

Zion Church Ministries 
via livestream on Face-
book and You Tube.

For more information, 
they can be reached on-
line at zionchurchminis-
tries.com or via email at 
office@zionchurchminis-
tries.com.

Zion Church - Everett
News and Notes

Glendale United Methodist Church
News and Notes

Glendale United Meth-
odist Church is open to all 
and we welcome people of 
all faiths, race, nationali-
ties, and sexual preference. 
No one is ever turned away. 
If you are looking for a new 
home church, we would 
like you to check us out and 
let us know what we can do 
to make church a better fit 
in your life.

Bible Study: Consider 
joining us for Bible study 
on Sunday. We meet in 
the Church Parlor off the 
Chapel from 9:30 to 10:00 
a.m.

Sponsor the bulletin! For 
a $5 donation, you can ded-
icate the Sunday bulletin to 
recognize family, friends, 
or special occasions. There 
is a sign-up sheet in the 
Pastor’s study. Feel free 
to choose your particu-
lar week and leave a copy 
of your dedication in the 
mail in that is on the Pas-
tor’s door. Please contact 
the Pastor if you have any 
questions.

Boy Scout Troop 814: 
Meet in Cooper Hall on 
Tues. evenings from 6-9 
p.m. Cub Pack 11 meets on 
Saturday mornings.

NA Meetings – Mon. 

Bring Your Own Book 7:30 
– 9:30 p.m.; Thurs. I Can’t 
But We Can, 8:00 7:30 – 
9:30 p.m.

AA Meeting – Saturday 
evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Other times by appoint-
ment.

Bread of Life Donations 
– This outreach is being 
done to honor the Unit-
ed Methodist Women’s 
Group, who for so many 
years were our outreach 
source. Please bring any 
food item(s) to church and 
place in the box located on 
the altar.

We are on the Internet 
http://www.glen-

daleumc-everett.org 
Glendale United 

Methodist Church
Pastor David Jackson 

392 Ferry Street (across 
from Glendale Towers) 
Please enter the church 
by the driveway on 

Walnut Street
617-387-2916 

PastorDavidJack-
son58@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to          

2 p.m. Other times by 
appointment.

Grace Anglican Epis-
copal Church is open and 
welcoming to all.

There are two services 
on Sundays: 10 a.m. En-
glish, 1 p.m. South Suda-
nese Dinka

Come all and let us 
walk together in this sea-

son of hope, renewal and 
new beginnings. 

Grace Anglican 
Episcopal Church
67 Norwood Street, 

Everett, MA
Church Phone 

617-387-7526 or 
617-389-5765

Grace Anglican Episcopal Church
News and Notes

Mystic Side Congrega-
tional Church is located 
in Everett, on Malden-Ev-
erett border, at 422 Main 
Street. We offer a warm, 
inviting atmosphere, and 
all are welcome.  Our Sun-
day Church service starts 
at 10:30 a.m. and Commu-
nion is offered on the first 
Sunday of each month.   A 
very pleasant coffee hour 

and socializing follow our 
services.   Parking is avail-
able in our lot next to the 
church on Wyllis Ave. (one 
way off Main Street).   We 
look forward to welcoming 
you this Sunday.

Mystic Side 
Congregational Church

422 Main Street
Everett, MA

Mystic Side Congregational Church
News and Notes

Glendale Christian Lighthouse Church
News and Notes

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Worship service.  

Weds. hour of Power, 
worship, prayer and Bible 
Study, via Zoom. 

“Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human mas-
ters,” Colossians 3:23

“In Pursuit of Spiritual 
Excellence”

Righteousness, Godli-
ness, Faith, Love, Truth

GLENDALE 
CHRISTIAN 

LIGHTHOUSE 
CHURCH 

701 BROADWAY
EVERETT, 

MASSACHUSETTS 
02149

617-387-7458
Rev. Larry Russi, Sr. 

Pastor
pastorlarry@

thelighthousechurch701.net

Church at the Well Ev-
erett is a new church for 
Everett. Check us out on 
Facebook at www.face-
book.com/churchforever-
ett to view weekly devo-
tions and updates, visit us 
at www.foreverett.church 

to sign up for our news-
letter and see how we can 
help you, or connect with 
the Everett Community 
Aid Network at www.ev-
erettcan.com to request 
any additional help.

Church at the Well Everett
News and Notes

Our Parish Staff: Rev. 
Joseph Chacha Marwa, 
S.M.A. Administrator, 
Rev. Gustavo Buccilli 
S.M.A Parochial Vicar, 
Barbara Canon Secretary, 
Parish Secretary. 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
ate the Immaculate Con-
ception Parish is as fol-
lows: 

1: Monday-Saturday at 
7:00a.m. in the Chapel. 

2: Saturday at 4:00p.m. 
(Sunday Vigil) and at 
7:30p.m. Vietnamese 
Mass Upper Church. 

3: Sunday at 7:00a.m. 
and 10:00a.m. English 
Masses. At 12:00p.m. 
Spanish Mass and 
4:00p.m. Haitian Creole 
Mass. 

4: Confessions are on 
Saturdays from 3:00-3:45 

at the Confession Boots in 
the Chapel, and at 11:15 
a.m. 12:00p.m. in Span-
ish. 

5: Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament at the 
Chapel on Thursday from 
7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Bring a Book buy a 
Book a new Fundraiser 
Program at the back of 
the Church. All books are 
a dollar. Any money col-
lected goes to our Stain 
Glass Fund. You are most 
invited to make a donation 
for this course. Most wel-
come to worship with us 
on Sunday and weekdays. 
Thank You. 

Immaculate Conception 
Parish 

489, Broadway, 
Everett MA 02149 Phone 

Call 6173895660

CHURCH News

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

DEADLINES: For classified line ads, deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588
------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great Results? Call our classified department. Call 781-485-
0588 or fax the ad to 781-485-1403

Please visit everettindependent.com
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The FBI Boston Di-
vision has recovered 22 
historic artifacts that were 
looted following the Bat-
tle of Okinawa and has 
orchestrated their return 
to the Government of Ja-
pan, Okinawa Prefecture. 
These artifacts had been 
missing for almost 80 
years. A formal repatria-
tion ceremony will be held 
in Japan at a later date.

The 22 artifacts, some 
of which date back to the 
18th and 19th centuries, 
represent a significant 
piece of Okinawan history 
and include six portraits, 
(three of which were one 
piece and appear to have 
been divided into three 
pieces), a hand drawn map 
of Okinawa dating back to 
the 19th century, and vari-
ous pieces of pottery and 
ceramics.

In 2001, the Okinawa 
Prefectural Board of Ed-
ucation, as a result of its 
participation in the U.S. 
Department of State’s In-
ternational Visitor Leader-
ship Program, registered 
some of these artifacts 
with the FBI’s National 
Stolen Art File (NSAF), 

a database of art and cul-
tural property that have 
been reported stolen to the 
FBI by law enforcement 
agencies in the U.S. and 
abroad.

“It’s incredibly gratify-
ing when the FBI is able 
to recover precious cultur-
al property that has been 
missing for almost 80 
years,” said Jodi Cohen, 
Special Agent in Charge 
of the FBI Boston Divi-
sion. “This case highlights 
the important role the pub-
lic plays in recognizing 
and reporting possible sto-
len art. We’d like to thank 
the family from Massa-
chusetts who did the right 
thing in reaching out to us 
and relinquishing these 
treasures so we could re-
turn them to the people of 
Okinawa.”

Last year, a family (who 
wishes to remain anony-
mous) was going through 
their late father’s personal 
effects and came across 
what appeared to be very 
valuable Asian art. Their 
father was a World War II 
veteran, but never served 
in the Pacific Theater.   In 
an effort to identify the 

provenance of the artifacts, 
they checked the National 
Stolen Art File and deter-
mined that at least four 
of the items were missing 
18th century portraits that 
had been listed in the da-
tabase. Included with the 
artifacts was an unsigned, 
typewritten letter stating 
these items were collected 
in Okinawa during the last 
days of World War II.

The FBI conducted a 
logical investigation and 
was able to authenticate 
the artworks.

“It’s an exciting mo-
ment when you watch the 
scrolls unfurl in front of 
you and you just witness 
history, and you witness 
something that hasn’t 
been seen by many people 
in a very long time,” said 
Geoffrey Kelly, an FBI 
Boston Special Agent, and 
Art Crime Team member. 
“These artifacts are cultur-
ally significant, they’re im-
portant pieces of Japan’s 
identity. These were espe-
cially important because 
they were portraits of Oki-
nawan kings dating back 
to the 18th, 19th centuries. 
This case really illustrates 

part of the work we do on 
the Art Crime Team. It’s 
not always about prosecu-
tions and putting someone 
in jail. A lot of what we 
do is making sure stolen 
property gets back to its 
rightful owners even if it’s 
many generations down 
the road.”

The National Museum 
of Asian Art at the Smith-
sonian Institute assisted 
the FBI in ensuring that 
the artifacts were proper-
ly packaged for transport 
back to Japan.

“The FBI reached out, 
asked us for some help 

making sure they knew 
how to care for the works 
and that they had a safe 
place to store them while 
they worked out the re-
patriation details,” said 
Danielle Bennett, head of 
collections management 
at the National Museum 
of Asian Art at the Smith-
sonian Institute. “It’s an 
honor to be able to help 
the works go back to their 
home.”

The FBI also thanks the 
U.S. Army Civil Affairs & 
Psychological Operations 
Command (Airborne) 38 
G Monuments Men and 

Women, the Naval Crim-
inal Investigative Service, 
and the U.S. Air Force for 
their assistance in secur-
ing and transporting the 
artifacts to Okinawa Pre-
fecture, Japan.

On Friday, March 15, 
2024, Denny Tamaki, the 
Governor of Okinawa Pre-
fecture, announced the re-
turn of the artifacts to the 
people of Okinawa, Japan, 
in a news conference stat-
ing “it is very meaningful 
that the FBI, along with 
others in the U.S. Govern-
ment, have cooperated to 
realize this return.”
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City Paws

Irish dogs
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Since March is a month 
when we celebrate all 
things Irish, we’d like to 
introduce you to a few 
dog breeds originating 
in Ireland. Some, such 
as The Irish Wolfhound, 
Irish Setter, Irish Red and 
White Setter, Irish Water 
Spaniel, and Irish Terrier, 
carry their heritage as part 
of their breed names. 

A few carry an Irish 
place name, such as the 
Glen of Imaal Terrier, 
Kerry Blue Terrier, and 
Kerry Beagle. However, 
you might be surprised to 
learn that the very popular 
Soft-Coated Wheaten Ter-
rier also traces its ancestry 
to the Emerald Isle.

We’ve met quite a few 
Wheatens, Irish Setters, 
and Wolfhounds over the 
years. All three made the 
top 100 in the American 
Kennel Club’s (AKC) 
Most Popular Dog Breeds 
list at numbers 66, 71, and 
89, respectively. We’ve 
had rare sightings of the 
Kerry Blue, Glen of Imaal, 

and Irish Setter but have 
never had the opportunity 
to see the others in the fur.

Big or Small: 
Bred to Work

All these dogs were 
bred to work for hunting, 
retrieving, and destroying 
vermin. The largest, The 
Irish Wolfhound is said to 
be able to run down and 
kill a wolf. Despite its 
size and background, the 
breed is described as qui-
et, affectionate, loyal to its 
family, and, with proper 
training, good around chil-
dren and other dogs. 

Our first experience 
with a Wolfhound was 
when we walked our very 
feisty Westie Sassy around 
our suburban neighbor-
hood. Down the street 
trotted Toby, a pony-size 
Wolfhound, with his per-
son. Sassy, who was high-
ly territorial, gave a sharp 
bark and a low growl. 
Toby took one look at her, 
made a U-turn, and moved 
away at a much faster 
pace. 

Unfortunately, we could 

only get to know Toby 
when Sassy was not with 
us. Worse, the encounter 
gave Sassy the mistak-
en confidence that if she 
scared away that giant, 
she could take on horses, 
cows, and any other large 
animal she met.

On the other end of the 
size scale, the AKC writes 
about the small but mighty 
Glen of Imall Terrier: 
“They were bred to hunt 
small prey, such as rats, 
as well as larger targets, 
such as foxes and badgers 
(which could weigh more 
than the dogs, at up to 40 
lbs). According to legend, 
Glens also had a role in the 
kitchen, turning a special-
ly designed meat-cooking 
device called a turnspit—
think of a dog-operated 
rotisserie.”

Irish Dog Names
We may have a few 

Irish dogs in the area, but 
many more dogs have 
Irish names. In our neigh-
borhood, we’ve known 
dogs named Shamrock, 
Murphy, Erin, Quinn, Fio-

na, Bailey, Riley, Killian, 
Brady, Finn, and Finnigan. 
Perhaps it’s this area’s 
Irish heritage or just a love 
for the sound of Celtic 
words.

Dog’s in Irish Pubs
If, like us, your imag-

ined view of an Irish pub 
includes dogs sitting be-
side the men at the bar or 

under the tables, it’s not 
current. That image comes 
from popular culture and 
another age. 

From the 1950s until 
the rules changed in 2017, 
owners of establishments 
that served food were only 
allowed to let service dogs 
inside. Today, the law 
is about the same as it is 
in Boston and some sur-

rounding towns and cities. 
It is up to the restaurant 
or pub owner to decide if 
they will allow compan-
ion animals, and they must 
meet a set of rules to do so. 

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

The AKC reported, “Irish Wolfhounds were documented in Rome as early as the year 391 
A.D. They were presented to the Roman Counsel as gifts…”

FBI Boston recovers and returns 22 historic artifacts to Japan
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CITY OF EVERETT HOSTS HEALTH FAIR FOR OLDER ADULTS

 The City of Everett’s 
Council on Aging (COA) 
recently hosted the annual 
Health Fair for older adults 
at the Connolly Center.

The health fair brings 
together organizations that 
offer various types of ser-
vices like health check-ups, 
assisted living, financial 
assistance and more. This 
year, over 30 vendors par-
ticipated in the event to 
greet over 150 attendees 
and provide information 
about the services that are 
offered to older adults. In 
addition to information, 
free services such as blood 
pressure checks and choles-
terol testing were offered so 
that attendees could be in-
formed about their current 
health. Other free services 
included massages and the 
opportunity to participate 
in Tai Chi and belly danc-
ing demonstrations as part 
of the ongoing programs 
offered to older adults at 
the Connolly Center.

“This event is a great 
way to bring organizations 
together for Everett’s old-
er adults to learn about the 
services that are available 
to them,” said Mayor Car-
lo DeMaria. “Thank you to 
our Council on Aging team 
for all their work in help-
ing put together this won-
derful event and all of the 

PHOTOS COURTESY THE CITY OF EVERETT

organizations that shared 
information about their 
programs to our older adult 
community.”

“I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the 
many agencies, the Coun-
cil on Aging, and the staff 
at the Connolly Center, as 
well as Mayor Carlo De-
Maria for his continued 
support of Elder Services,” 
said Director of Elder Ser-
vices Dale Palma. “The 
participating organizations 
provided valuable informa-
tion, raffle gifts and give 
away prizes that contrib-
uted to the success of the 

event. We are looking for-
ward to hosting the Health 
Fair again next year.”

The COA provides older 
adults access to health and 
fitness programming, ed-
ucational tools, socializa-
tion, transportation, meals 
and support services. To 
learn more about the pro-
grams that are available, 
visit the Connolly Cen-
ter located at 90 Chelsea 
Street, call 617-394-2270 
to be connected to the 
Connolly Center, or visit 
cityofeverett.com/city-hall/
board-commissions/coun-
cil-on-aging.

The City of Everett’s Plan-
ning and Development 
Department shared infor-
mation about services and 
programs at the event. Free blood pressure checks provided by the City of Ever-

ett’s Health Department.
The Everett Public Libraries shared information about ser-
vices and programs at the event.

Marlene Westerman at-
tended the City of Everett’s 
Health Fair for older adults 
at the Connolly Center. The City of Everett Recreation and Youth Development and 

Enrichment Department shared information about services 
and programs at the event.

A participatory demonstration of Tai Chi, which is one of the many programs offered to 
Everett’s older adults at the Connolly Center.

The Council on Aging team.

 The Everett Police and Fire Departments shared information about services and programs 
at the event.

www.fkoafterschool.org


