
Special to the Independent

Everett High School 
hosted the second in-
stallment in its year-long 
Vision of the Gradu-
ate (VOG) Recognition 
Awards program, which 
directly connects to the 
efforts undertaken during 
the recently completed 
accreditation process.

Thirteen (13) Everett 
High School (EHS) stu-
dents received VOG Rec-
ognition Awards for Inno-
vation during a ceremony 
inside the EHS Library on 
Thursday, February 29, 
2024. They were nominat-
ed by one of their teachers 
for demonstrating “Curi-
osity, Creativity, Initiative, 
Resourcefulness, and Pas-
sion.”

February’s winners, and 

nominating teachers, are 
as follows:

Alexander Angulo 
(Nominating Teacher: Tim 
Callahan)

Carolynn Avalos 
(Therese Venezia)

Adam Bousbaa (Chris-
tine Fallon)

Bryan Castro (Jamie 
Shiv-Haffner)

Keon Lee (Rodney 
Landaverde)

Gabriel Morais (Andrea 
Kendrick)

Thalia Patino Molano 
(Candice Spencer)

Gabriela Rivera (Marc 
Canillas)

Vaulande Sainte (Han-
nah Walsh)

Kenton Tran (Malcolm 
Paradise)

Danica Pham (Siobhan 
Sullivan)

Anthony Masucci (Dr. 

Anna Seiders)
Makenzie Powers (Dr. 

Anna Seiders)
Throughout 2023, EHS 

participated in the New 
England Association of 
Schools and Colleges 
(NEASC) accreditation 
process. While NEASC’s 

formal decision will be re-
leased and shared with the 
community later this year, 
the process has already 
yielded important results. 
Chief among them was 
the creation of the VOG, 
which states:

 Everett High School 

graduates will be: Re-
silient, Innovative, Self-
Aware, Empowered, and 
Service-Minded.

To embed the VOG 
into the school’s culture, 
accreditation leaders — 
Health and Wellness Co-
ordinator Julie Ann Whit-

son and English Language 
Arts Department Chair 
Ryan McGowan — estab-
lished the awards program 
for students who exempli-
fy the characteristics of 
the VOG. They launched 

Special to the Independent 

During an announce-
ment to its nearly 2,000 
employees, East Boston 
Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC) outlined 
plans to rebrand its health 
system, which serves more 
than 120,000 people and 
has an operating budget of 
$270 million. The largest 
community-based prima-
ry care health system in 
Massachusetts announced 
it will become Neighbor-
Health in June 2024, tak-
ing on a new name and 
visual identity.

“For over 55 years, 
we’ve proudly served 
the East Boston commu-
nity. In recent decades, 
our thriving and growing 
health system is serving 
many more families, in 
many more communities 
through a comprehensive 
and diverse set of ser-
vices, programs, and clin-
ical locations. Now, as our 
state’s largest provider of 
community-based prima-
ry care services, we have 

an opportunity to unify 
our health system under 
one name that is inclu-
sive of all our clinical lo-
cations and reflective of 
the diverse communities 
we serve,” said EBNHC’s 
President and CEO Greg 
Wilmot.  “As Neighbor-
Health, we will remain as 
committed as ever to our 
mission and patient prom-
ise to provide high-quali-
ty, patient-centered care to 
all who live and work in 

our communities.”
EBNHC was founded 

in 1970 during the Civil 
Rights Movement to meet 
a gap in healthcare services 
for East Boston’s working 
class and predominantly 
Italian immigrant popula-
tion, serving as a relief sta-
tion for Boston City Hos-
pital in the early 1900s. 
As its patient community 
grew beyond East Boston, 
EBNHC followed with 
new sites and services to 

provide more convenient 
care. Today, EBNHC 
operates nearly a dozen 
clinical sites throughout 
Greater Boston including 
East Boston, Winthrop, 
Everett, Revere, and Bos-
ton’s South End. Provid-
ing high-quality primary 
care services to the largest 
Health Safety Net popula-
tion as well as the largest 
Latino population in the 
Commonwealth, Neigh-
borHealth will remain 
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Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

See SCHOOLS Page 11

East Boston Neighborhood Health Center to rebrand as NeighborHealth

A rendering of Neighborhood Health’s Maverick location with the updated signage.

Special to the Independent

The top elected officials 
in Massachusetts will join 
host State Senator Sal 
DiDomenico (D-Ever-
ett) at the head table for 
the Annual DiDomenico 
Foundation St. Patrick’s 
Day Celebration on Fri-
day, March 8 beginning 
at 6:30pm at the Bunker 
Hill Knights of Columbus 
in Charlestown. This has 
become of the most antic-
ipated events of the year.

In addition to Gover-
nor Maura Healey and 
Lieutenant Governor Kim 
Driscoll, over 75 federal, 
state, an elected officials 
have confirmed they will 
join State Senator Sal Di-
Domenico (D-Everett) 
at the head table at the 
annual political kick-off 
of the St. Patrick’s Day 

roast including: Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
Attorney General Andrea 
Campbell, Massachusetts 
State Senate President 
Karen Spilka, Boston 
Mayor Michelle Wu, State 
Auditor Diana DiZoglio, 
Cambridge Mayor De-
nise Simmons, Chelsea 
City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez, Middlesex County 
District Attorney Mari-
an Ryan, Suffolk County 
Sheriff Steve Tompkins, 
Suffolk County District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden, 
Middlesex County Sheriff 
Peter Koutoujian, Mid-
dlesex County Clerk of 
Courts Michael Sullivan, 
Governor’s Councilor 
Terry Kennedy and more! 

In addition to a tradi-
tional Irish dinner, the 
night will include live Irish 
music, bagpipers,  and 

Boston’s best comedians 
to enhance the political 
humor.  There will also be 
complimentary valet park-
ing at the event. 

This year’s Golden 

Shamrock Award recipient 
is Catherine D’Amato, the 
CEO of the Greater Boston 
Food Bank.  She will be 
honored for her steadfast 
and tireless work to fight 

food insecurity through-
out our region. Catherine 
is a national leader on 
closing the hunger gap 
and has been instrumen-
tal in President Biden’s 

White House Challenge 
to End Hunger And Build 
Healthy Communities. 

This event is one of 
the most popular St. Pat-
rick’s Day traditions in 
the Greater Boston area 
and Senator Nick Collins 
(D-South Boston), the 
host of the Annual South 
Boston St. Patrick’s Day 
Breakfast, will also be at 
the event. 

For tickets ($40.00 per 
person) and event infor-
mation, please call (617) 
387-3327.  Proceeds will 
go to The DiDomenico 
Foundation, which funds 
educational scholarships 
for graduating high school 
students, as well as a large 
toy drive during the holi-
day season for domestic 
violence and homeless 
shelters throughout the 
Greater Boston.

DiDomenico Foundation St. Patrick’s Day kickoff roast this Friday, March 8

The Annual DiDomenico Foundation St. Patrick’s Day Celebration is one of the most popu-
lar St. Patrick’s Day traditions in the Greater Boston area.

Vision of the Graduate Recognition Award winners Alexander Angulo, Carolynn Avalos, Adam Bousbaa, Bryan Castro, 
Keon Lee, Gabriel Morais, Thalia Patino Molano, Gabriela Rivera, Vaulande Sainte, Kenton Tran, and Danica Pham, are pic-
tured with EHS teacher Theresa Venezia, EHS Principal Dennis Lynch, Superintendent William Hart, Health and Wellness 
Coordinator Julie Ann Whitson, and ELA Department Chair Ryan McGowan. (Not pictured are recipients Anthony Masuc-
ci, and Makenzie Powers).

Vision, Mission, and 
Accomplishment

EHS holds VOG Recognition Awards ceremony

A LOOK AT EXCELLENCE IN THE EVERETT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Everett High School 
Education Pathway

First-Ever Mentoring Day a Huge Success

committed to eliminating 
barriers to care due to dis-
parities associated with 
race, cultural background, 
and economic status.

“Five decades ago, 
community leaders of 
East Boston planted a 
seed of love in the heart 
of our community that 
grew to become the East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center. Joined 
together with the South 
End Community Health 
Center, we will become 
NeighborHealth, serving 
many thousands of fami-
lies in several communi-
ties. Along with our entire 

Board of Directors, I’m 
brimming with pride,” 
said Rita Sorrento, EB-
NHC’s long-time Chair-
woman of its Board of 
Directors.  

“I am proud to see how 
East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center con-
tinues to expand to meet 
the needs of our communi-
ties and remains commit-
ted to its founding mission 
of serving all who walk 
through our doors,” said 
EBNHC’s CEO Emeritus 
Jack Cradock. “Under the 
name NeighborHealth, 

See REBRAND Page 11

Special to the Independent

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
said he stands in opposi-
tion to the construction of 
a 591-unit housing devel-
opment on the Everett site 
of a former General Elec-
tric factory.

V10 Development is 
proposing the develop-
ment, known as the The 
Residences At Rivergreen, 

for the 26-acre site. 
According to a March 

4 story in the Banker and 
Tradesman, V10 Devel-
opment would include 10 
percent deed-restricted 
affordable units in the de-
velopment.

Mayor DeMaria issued 
the following statement 
about V10 Development’s 

DeMaria opposes the
V10 development project

See DeMARIA Page 5
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Rep. Joe McGonagle 
has announced he will 
be seeking re-election 
for seat in the House of 
Representatives for the 
28th Middlesex District. 
He will be seeking a seat 
for his sixth term in State 
office after previously 
holding positions within 
the City of Everett. Mc-
Gonagle currently serves 
as Chair of the House 
Committee on Operations, 
Facilities and Building Se-
curity and also sits on the 
Joint Committee on Edu-
cation and Public Safety & 
Homeland Security. He is 
an active participant of the 
Irish-American Legislator 
Caucus, Gateway Cities 
Caucus and Food Systems 
Caucus among others. 

“I am beyond thrilled 
to be running once again 
for re-election,” said Mc-
Gonagle. “It is the hon-
or of my life to represent 
the great City of Ever-
ett which I have always 
called home. Throughout 
my years, I have seen how 
much positive change can 
be made by capable repre-

sentation on Beacon Hill 
and I truly believe I am 
the man for the job. My 
experience, my relation-
ships and my commitment 
to Everett have all creat-
ed great success during 
my five terms. I would be 
grateful to receive your 
vote and support in this 
upcoming election to keep 
Everett going strong.”

In this current and past 
sessions, McGonagle has 
worked for funding for the 
City through food insecu-

rity programs, police and 
fire updates, the creation 
of a boat launch and boat-
house on the Malden Riv-
er, a first time homebuyers 
program, substance abuse 
counselors, affordable 
rental assistance and many 
more. His legislative pri-
orities include seniors, 
public safety and educa-
tion, among many others. 
This session, he has filed 
and advocated for several 
pieces of  legislation in-
cluding MBTA operator 
safety, driver’s license ad-
vocacy and post-traumatic 
stress with first respond-
ers. 

McGonagle will be col-
lecting signatures in the 
next few weeks to return 
to the Secretary of State’s 
office to officially be on 
the ballot for the fall’s 
election. He encourages 
potential voters to reach 
out if they have questions 
or concerns. 

Special to the Record

This month, almost ev-
ery bill in the State Legis-
lature received a favorable 
or unfavorable determina-
tion from their committee. 
Due to advocacy from 
Senator Sal DiDomenico 
and countless coalition 
advocates, many of the 
Senator’s legislative pri-
orities advanced favorably 
and are moving on to the 
next committee. These 
bills tackle a wide range 
of issues from supporting 
working families in need, 
to providing the best ed-
ucation for our youngest 
generation, to making our 
government work better 
for people regardless of 
their background or spo-
ken language.

“I am excited by the 
amount of progress we are 
seeing on my policy pri-
orities that will improve 
the well-being of children 
and people in need across 
the Commonwealth,” said 
Senator Sal DiDomenico. 
“We could not achieve 
this success on so many 
life-changing proposals 

without the many advo-
cates, community leaders, 
and residents who have 
stood up and used their 
voice to demand change 
from our government and 
I am grateful for all of 
their support. I also want 
to thank Senate President 
Spilka and all the Commit-
tee Chairs for advancing 
so many of my priorities 
with a favorable report.”

Below is a list of a few 
DiDomenico priority bills 
that have moved forward 
in the Legislature:

• Lifting kids out of 
deep poverty (S.75): in-
crease cash assistance to 
families below 50% of the 
poverty line.

• Healthy Youth Act 
(S.268): require that when 
sex and relationship edu-
cation is taught in school, 
it must be medically ac-
curate, cover healthy con-
senting relationships, and 
be inclusive of all identi-
ties.

• The SUPER Act 
(S.160): empower more 
people to become behav-
ioral health professionals, 
especially those who come 

from diverse backgrounds 
with a wide variety of ex-
periences.

• Feeding our neigh-
bors (S.76): restore state 
funded SNAP benefits to 
Massachusetts residents 
regardless of where they 
came from.

• Promote high-quality 
comprehensive literacy 
instruction (S.263): starts 
a conversation about how 
to improve reading and 
writing outcomes for our 
children.

• Establish a Massachu-
setts children’s cabinet 
(S.79): This legislation 
would create a Children’s 
Cabinet comprised of ex-
ecutive office Secretaries 
and Commissioners serv-
ing children to ensure our 
youngest generation is pri-
oritized.

• Language access and 
inclusion (S.1990): ex-
pand the availability of 
non-English language ap-
plications and interpreta-
tion services at the state’s 
public-facing state agen-
cies, such as MassHealth, 
the Department of Chil-
dren and Families, and the 

Department of Unemploy-
ment Assistance.

• Expand access to 
pediatric palliative care 
(S.1359): increases the 
funding and age of eligibil-
ity for pediatric palliative 
care services to 22 years of 
age so young people most 
in need of care won’t ever 
be turned away.

• Reduce waste and re-
cycling costs (S.471): re-
quire that manufacturers 

of packaging materials 
create systems for recy-
cling those materials after 
being used which will re-
duce fossil fuel emissions 
and waste.

• Allow partial payment 
of driver’s license fines 
(S.2229): allow people to 
pay fines in partial pay-
ments so they can get back 
on the road safely (regard-
less of their income) and 
the state can collect more 

fines.
• Compensation for 

work-related scarring 
(S.1159): eliminate the re-
quirement that compensa-
tion can only be given to 
employees when work-re-
lated scarring is exclusive-
ly on the workers’ face, 
hands, or neck and allow 
workers to access more 
comprehensive compen-
sation.

THINK OF 
IT AS AN 
OWNER’S 
MANUAL

FOR YOUR
 MONEY.

The free Consumer Action 
Handbook. In print and online
at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s
the everyday guide to getting
the most for your hard-
earned money. For your 
free copy, order online at
ConsumerAction.gov; write
to Handbook, Pueblo, CO
81009; or call toll-free
1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

EEvveerree��ss  AArrttss
&&  CCuullttuurree  EEvveennttss

Everett Cultural Council!
Help shape Everett’s Arts & Culture 

The Everett Cultural Council is a volunteer 
group that works to foster creativity, diversity 

and an arts & culture renaissance in Everett. 
For more info, email: ECC Chairperson, Martha 
Chason-Sokol martha@mchason-sokol.com.

marina_rakhlin_art
•

Follow
Wedeman Gallery

8 likes
 marina_rakhlin_art

 Stopped by 
the Wedeman 
Gallery, 
honored to be 
among the 
Boston 
artists 
featured at 
this event. 
#bostonartist
sforukraine 
@wedeman_
gallery_ 
#newtonopen
studios2022

 Edited · 76w
 smacgifford
 This is so amazing 

Marina!!
 76w1 likeReply

JJOOIINN  tthhee  

A juried exhibition inspired by the 
change of season. StoveFactory Gallery

Charlestown, March 22-April 14. 
Deadline to enter is March 7

www.artistsgroupofcharlestown.com

CLEAN 
SLATE

SHOW YOUR WORK!
Art by people who live & work in Everett. 

on view at 
City Hall  Everett

March 18- April 18

LLaasstt  CChhaannccee  ttoo  EEnntteerr!!

For Advertising 
Rates, Call 

617-884-2416

BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
Poudel, Sajana         	 Urmil Rt              	 12 Woodland St #24         	 $285,000  
Daguillard, Marie-Jude	 Susan M Kerwin RET  	 30 Chelsea St #802       	 $485,000  
Lazo-Alvarado, Krizzia M  	 Goss-Vozella, Robert A	 39 Adams Ave              	 $875,000  
Nakarmi, Prem K	 Lee, Seung K      	 7 Forest Ave             	 $940,000

    ERA MILLENNIUM
617-389-1101    •    617-784-7500 • ERAMILLENNIUM@AOL.COM

www.ERAmillennium.com Pat Roberto,
REALTOR Broker/President

Real Estate Transfers

News Briefs
COUNCIL ON 
AGING ANNOUNCES 
ROAD TRIP FOR      
OLDER ADULTS

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
is pleased to announce the 
City of Everett’s Coun-
cil on Aging is hosting 
the first day trip for older 
adults in the new year.

On Thursday, April 
18, at 11 a.m., the luxury 
coach will arrive to begin 
the trip to a beautiful wa-
terfront restaurant called 
the Venezia in Boston. 
Upon arrival, a delicious 
lunch will be served that 
includes a choice of baked 
haddock or chicken par-
mesan.

After lunch, sit back 
and enjoy a show featur-
ing Johnny Cash tribute 
band “Ca$h Only.” John-
ny Cash was a singer, 
guitarist and songwriter 
whose music innovatively 
mixed country, rock, blues 
and gospel.

For more information, 
please call 617-394-2270 
to be connected to the 
Connolly Center or dial 
directly at 617-394-2323.

MAYOR’S SUMMER 
WORK PROGRAM 
NOW ACCEPTING 
REGISTRATIONS

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
is pleased to announce the 
City of Everett’s Youth 
Development and En-
richment Department has 
begun accepting registra-
tions for Mayor DeMaria’s 
Summer Work Program. 
Everett residents from 
ages 14-25 who are seek-
ing summer employment 
are encouraged to apply.

The City will be offer-
ing job placements that 
are located throughout 
Everett and neighboring 
cities and will also include 
employment with various 
community organizations, 

businesses, and City of 
Everett departments. The 
program will run from 
July to the end of August.

To register, please visit 
afterschoolhq.com/city-
ofeverett. Space is limited 
to the first 300 young pro-
fessionals, so it is recom-
mended to register as soon 
as possible. Completed 
registrations must be sub-
mitted by Monday, April 
1.

For more information, 
please contact Director of 
Youth Development and 
Enrichment John Russo-
lillo at John.Russolillo@
ci.everett.ma.us or As-
sistant Director of Youth 
Workforce Development 
Roberto Velasquez at Ro-
berto.Velasquez@ci.ever-
ett.ma.us.

CITY OF EVERETT 
HOSTING IRISH 
AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 
FLAG RAISING AND 
CELEBRATION

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
is pleased to announce the 
City of Everett will host 
the Irish American Her-
itage Month flag raising 
and celebration on Satur-
day, March 16, at 1 p.m., 
at Everett City Hall (484 
Broadway), at the cor-
ner of Church Street and 
Broadway. Following the 
ceremony, there will be a 
community reception at 2 
p.m. at Stewart’s Pub (140 
Jefferson Avenue).

The City of Everett will 
be joining in celebrations 
across the nation to pay 
tribute to the achieve-
ments and contributions of 
Irish Americans by raising 
the Irish flag to fly high at 
City Hall. Following the 
flag raising, the celebra-
tion will continue with a 
community gathering at 
Stewart’s Pub for food, 

music and plenty of fun. 
Entertainment will be pro-
vided by musician and DJ 
Tommy Sheehan.

“The City of Everett 
is a vibrant City that cel-
ebrates the beautiful tap-
estry of diversity that is 
represented here in mean-
ingful ways,” said Cathy 
Draine, Director of Di-
versity, Equity and Inclu-
sion. “Commemorating 
Irish American Heritage 
Month through both the 
flag raising and commu-
nity reception is a way of 
strengthening the bonds of 
community and appreciat-
ing the many contributions 
that residents of Irish heri-
tage have made to create a 
thriving Everett.”

The month of March is 
recognized as Irish Ameri-
can Heritage Month in the 
United States to recognize 
and celebrate the contri-
butions Irish immigrants 
have made in all aspects 
of American life. Irish 
Americans have made sig-
nificant contributions to 
Everett and the rest of the 
country throughout histo-
ry.

For more information 
about the event, please 
visit cityofeverett.com/
events/irish-american-her-
itage.

JOIN THE EVERETT 
CULTURAL COUNCIL

Help shape Everett’s 
Arts and Cultural Presence.                                                                                                                                        
   The Everett Cultural 
Council is a volunteer 
group that works to foster 
creativity, diversity and an 
arts & culture renaissance 
in Everett. 

There are positions 
open for Everett residents 
to join and help us to bring 
the cultural diversity of 
Everett together for all.

For more info, email: 
ECC Chairperson, Martha 
Chason-Sokol martha@
mchason-sokol.com.

On The Campaign Trail

Rep. McGonagle announces for re-election

Rep. Joe McGonagle has announced he will be seeking 
re-election.

DiDomenico bills advance through key legislative committees

Senator Sal DiDomenico speaking at a rally in the State House in advocating for one of his 
many proposals.
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City of Everett Income-Restricted Rental Opportunity 

Anthem Everett 
484 Second Street 
Everett, MA 02149 

23	Income-Restricted	Rental	Units

*Tenants	are	responsible	for	all	u:li:es	including	gas	(hea:ng,	hot	water,	&	Non-ADA	1-	and	2-Bedroom	cooking),	electricity	(cooling,	laundry,	&	Studio	and	ADA	1-	and	2-
Bedroom	cooking),	&	cable/internet	(op:onal)	

*2023	Area	Median	Incomes	for	the	Boston,	Cambridge,	Quincy,	MA-NH	MSA	
										

Minimum	incomes	do	not	apply	to	households	receiving	housing	assistance	such	as	Sec4on	8,	MRVP,	or	VASH	

Applica4ons	are	available	during	the	applica4on	period	from	Monday,	January	15th,	2024	—	Friday,	March	15th,	2024	

To	request	an	online	applica:on	or	to	have	one	sent	by	email,	visit	www.AnthemEvereKLoKery.com,	email	AnthemEvereK@MaloneyProper4es.com	or	call	
(617)	639-3064	Ext	705	|	US	Relay	711	

If	you	cannot	complete	the	applica:on	online,	please	call	us	at	(617)	639-3064	Ext	705	|	US	Relay	711,	to	request	that	we	mail	you	one	and/or	to	ask	us	for	any	
support	or	guidance	you	might	need	to	complete	the	applica:on.	

Applica:ons	may	also	be	picked	up	in-person	at:	
Parlin	Memorial	Library	

410	Broadway	EvereX,	MA	02149	
Monday-Thursday:	9am-9pm	

Friday:	9am-5pm	
Saturday:	10am	-2pm	

DEADLINE:	Applica:ons	must	be	submiXed	online	or	postmarked	no	later	than	Friday,	March	15th,	2024	
Mailed	to:	

Maloney	Proper4es,	Inc.		
AKn:	Anthem	EvereK	LoKery	

27	Mica	Lane,	Wellesley,	MA	02481	

● Selec:on	by	LoXery.	Use	&	Occupancy	Restric:ons	Apply.		
● Household	Size	Preference	Applies.	
● Preference	for	Households	with	Mobility	Impairments	&	Households	with	Visual	Impairments	and/or	that	are	Deaf/Hard	of	Hearing	for	accessible	

units.	

For	more	informa:on,	free	language	assistance,	or	reasonable	accommoda:ons	for	persons	with	disabili:es,	please	call	
(617)	639-3064	Ext	705	|	US	Relay	711	or	email	AnthemEvereK@MaloneyProper4es.com.	

	
Equal	Housing	Opportunity	

#	of	Units #	of	Bedrooms
Es:mated	Square	

Footage
Rent*

Maximum	Income	
Limit	(%	AMI)

#	built	out	for	Mobility	
Impairments

#	built	out	for	Visual	Impairments	and/
or	Deaf/Hard	of	Hearing

2 Studio 464-566 $1,903 80% - -

6 1-Bedroom 570-782 $2,149 80% - -

2 2-Bedroom 945-1,140 $2,382 80% - -

4 Studio	(ADA	Units) 464-566 $1,903 80% 3 1

4 1-Bedroom	(ADA	Units) 570-782 $2,140 80% 4 -

5 2-Bedroom	(ADA	Units) 945-1,140 $2,369 80% 4 1

Minimum	Incomes	
(set	by	owner	+	based	on	#	of	bedrooms	+	Area	

Median	Income	(AMI))

Maximum	Incomes	
(set	by	HUD	+	based	on	household	size	+	Area	Median	

Income	(AMI))

#	of	Bedrooms
Minimum	Income	
(80%	AMI)

Household	Size
Maximum	Income	
(80%	AMI)

Studio $57,090 1 $82,950	

1-Bedroom $64,470 2 $94,800	

2-Bedroom $71,460 3 $106,650	

Studio	(ADA	Units) $57,090 4 $118,450	

1-Bedroom	(ADA	Units) $64,200 5 $127,950	

2-Bedroom	(ADA	Units) $71,070 6 $137,450	

   

To celebrate a new ag-
ricultural season in Massa-
chusetts, Governor Maura 
Healey is declaring March 
as Massachusetts Maple 
Month. Massachusetts De-
partment of Agricultural 
Resources (MDAR) Com-
missioner Ashley Randle 
joined state and local of-
ficials and representatives 
from the Massachusetts 
Maple Producers Associ-
ation today at Severance 
Maple Products in North-
field to raise awareness 
of the state’s maple sugar 
industry and to encourage 
residents to visit their lo-
cal sugar house and pur-
chase locally made maple 
products.

In a recent visit to Sev-
erance Maple Products 
included a tour of their 
operations and retail store, 
along with a reading of a 
Governor’s Proclamation 
and ceremonial tapping of 
a maple tree to commemo-
rate the official start of the 
sugaring season. Owners 
Milt and Robin Sever-
ance have been sugaring 
since 1976. Their first year 
yielded a couple of gallons 
of maple syrup, but today, 
they produce a couple 
thousand gallons annually. 
All of their products are 
produced locally in North-
field at their sugarhouse 
kitchen, with availability 
online, in local stores, and 
at craft and agricultural 
fairs in the area.

Massachusetts is one of 
the top maple-producing 
states in the country, home 
to over 300 maple pro-
ducers that produce more 
than 70,000 gallons per 
year. The sector employs 
over a thousand people, 
contributing over $15 mil-
lion to the local economy. 
Maple sugaring profits al-

low many Massachusetts 
farms to stay in business 
year-round by diversify-
ing their offerings, serving 
as a supplemental source 
of income to their other 
crops.

“We are tapping into 
this maple month with 
more support and appre-
ciation for our sugarmak-
ers than ever. The maple 
industry is not only eco-
nomically, culturally, and 
historically important for 
the region but also plays 
a vital role in our environ-
mental and climate resil-
ience efforts,” said Energy 
and Environmental Affairs 
Secretary Rebecca Tepper. 
“The industry maintains 
and preserves more than 
15,000 acres of land and 
is working to modernize 
equipment and install re-
newable energy sources. 
We are proud to see this 
the sector transition to one 
of the state’s most energy 
efficient and sustainable in 
agriculture.”

Since 2018, MDAR 
has awarded over half 
a million dollars in Cli-
mate Smart Agriculture 
Program Grants to maple 
producers throughout the 
state. These grants have 
been used to offset the 
costs of installing updated, 
environmentally friend-
ly equipment, including 
high-efficiency evapora-
tors, heat recovery and re-
verse osmosis equipment, 
and photovoltaic solar 
arrays, lowering carbon 
footprints and environ-
mental impacts.

“Our farming commu-
nity had an enormously 
challenging year in 2023, 
so it’s with great opti-
mism that we usher in a 
new growing season and 
celebrate our maple pro-

ducers with the first agri-
cultural crop of the year,” 
said MDAR Commission-
er Ashley Randle. “While 
the maple sugaring season 
may be brief in Massachu-
setts, our maple produc-
ers work hard year-round 
to bring us this naturally 
sweet and nutritionally 
dense crop that is versatile 
and universally enjoyed 
by all. We’re proud to sup-
port them, and I can’t wait 
to enjoy a pancake break-
fast topped with fresh ma-
ple syrup at a local sugar-
house this month.”

All month long, maple 
sugarhouses around the 
state will open their doors 
to host visitors with fun, 
family-friendly interactive 
activities, as well as serv-
ing stacks of pancakes, 
waffles, and French toast 
covered in local maple 
syrup. Maple sugaring is 
one of the few agritourism 
activities available during 
the early months of the 
year. Over 60,000 visitors 
spend more than $2 mil-
lion during the sugaring 
season. Farms, restaurants, 
bed and breakfasts, coun-
try inns, and other tourist 
businesses share in this 
income, which primarily 
flows into small towns and 
farm communities.

“Sugarhouses and local 
farms across Massachu-
setts provide memorable 
and immersive experienc-
es for visitors of all ages,” 
said Massachusetts Office 
of Travel and Tourism 
Executive Director Kate 
Fox. “We encourage visi-
tors and residents alike to 
check out Massachusetts 
sugarhouses during Ma-
ple Month, where they can 
experience a behind-the-
scenes tour, sample deli-
cious treats, and purchase 

MDAR Commissioner Ashley Randle with state and local officials alongside Milt and Robin 
Severance (far right), owners of Severance Maple Products in Northfield.

March is Massachusetts Maple Month

local maple syrup and 
maple products from these 
unique small businesses.”

“I’m so thankful to kick 
off maple season here in 
the Second Franklin Dis-
trict,” said Representative 
Susannah Whipps (I – 
Athol). “This brief sweet 
period of time is a sign 
that spring is coming and 
a reminder of the impor-
tance of this industry to 
our economy, tourism and 
food system.”

“I am delighted to join 
Governor Healey, EEA 
Secretary Tepper, MDAR 
Commissioner Randle, the 
MA Maple Producers As-
sociation, and many oth-
ers in celebrating March 
as Massachusetts Maple 
Month,” said Senator Jo 
Comerford (D-Northamp-
ton). “I am tremendously 
proud to represent many 
outstanding maple pro-
ducers who are living and 
working in the Hamp-
shire, Franklin, Worcester 

district.”
“We expect a great 

maple syrup harvest this 
spring as many sugarmak-
ers across the state are 
off to an early start,” said 
Massachusetts Maple Pro-
ducers Association Coor-
dinator Missy Leab. “As 
the sweet steam rises from 
our local sugarhouses 
this spring, we encourage 
everyone to take the op-
portunity and visit one or 
more of the 300+ Massa-
chusetts maple producers 
where you can talk with a 
sugarmaker, ask all your 
maple questions, and see, 
smell, and taste spring! 
Watch the fascinating 
process of turning fresh 
maple sap into pure ma-
ple syrup. Don’t forget to 
bring home a jug of Mas-
sachusetts sweetest crop: 
pure maple syrup!”

Maple syrup has been 
produced and consumed 
for centuries in North 
America. Its initial avail-

ability during the tail end 
of the winter season sig-
nals the start of the ag-
ricultural awakening in 
Massachusetts and is a 
sure sign that spring is 
around the corner. Tree 
tapping in Massachu-
setts can start as early as 
late January and contin-
ue through April, though 
March is officially Maple 
Month. Most importantly, 
the temperatures must be 
below freezing at night 
and above freezing during 
the days for the tree sap to 
flow. Furthermore, weath-
er, soil, and genetics of the 
tree can affect maple syr-
up flavor.

Please visit the Massa-
chusetts Maple Producers 
Association (MMPA) to 
learn more about the ma-
ple sugaring process. For 
a complete listing of ma-
ple sugar houses in the 
Commonwealth, visit the 
MassGrown website.

Last Thursday, the Mas-
sachusetts Senate passed 
Senator DiDomenico’s 
Healthy Youth Act, which 
would ensure that Mas-
sachusetts public schools 
electing to teach sexual 
health education curricu-
lum use age-appropriate, 
inclusive, medically ac-
curate, and research-based 
information on sex, rela-
tionships, and consent.

The Healthy Youth Act, 
S.2686, would enhance 
parental rights and codi-
fy into law the voluntary 
framework approved by 
the Department of Ele-
mentary and Secondary 
Education (DESE). It calls 
for sex and relationship 
education to be inclusive 
and appropriate for stu-
dents regardless of gender, 
race, disability status, sex-
ual orientation, and gender 
identity.

“The Healthy Youth Act 
will finally make it clear 
that sex and relationship 
education in Massachu-
setts must be inclusive of 
all students and emphasize 
the importance and neces-
sity of consent in relation-
ships,” said Senator Sal 
N. DiDomenico, Assistant 
Majority Leader and lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill. 
“We must finally get this 
commonsense health pol-
icy over the finish line to 
ensure our children have 
the information they need 
to protect their health, 
form respectful relation-
ships, and build the bright 
futures they deserve. I 
want to thank Senate Pres-
ident Spilka, Chair Ro-
drigues, Chair Lewis, and 
all the advocates who have 
worked tirelessly to give 
our children the best edu-
cation available.”

“The true north for the 
Massachusetts Senate 
is providing our young 
people and families with 

every tool possible to 
empower them to live a 
bright future, right here 
in our state,” said Senate 
President Karen E. Spilka 
(D-Ashland). “Inclusive 
and medically accurate 
sex and relationship edu-
cation is fundamental to 
supporting residents in 
building that future, and 
critical if we want to con-
tinue leading and compet-
ing in all aspects of edu-
cation nationally. Thanks 
to the relentless work of 
Senator DiDomenico, and 
the tireless support from 
Chair Lewis and all who 
have worked so hard on 
this effort, Massachusetts 
has an opportunity to con-
tinue to lead in this space.”

Requiring medically ac-
curate curriculum for pub-
lic schools teaching sex 
and relationship education

The Healthy Youth Act 
would ensure that students 
in public schools that offer 
sexual health education 
are receiving, and teachers 
have guidance on, curric-
ula that is age-appropriate, 
medically accurate, com-
prehensive, and inclusive 
of LGBTQ+ health and 
lessons on consent.

The Healthy Youth Act 
would incorporate com-
prehensive sex and rela-
tionship education that 
could support students 

in delaying the initiation 
of sex, increasing use of 
contraception, lowering 
the rates of STIs and unin-
tended pregnancy among 
teens, and reducing re-
ported levels of bullying 
towards LGBTQ+ youth 
in school.

Curricula for schools 
that choose to teach sex 
and relationship educa-
tion would include the 
benefits of delaying sex; 
human anatomy, repro-
duction, and sexual de-
velopment; effective 
contraceptive use;  pre-
vention of pregnancy and 
sexually transmitted in-
fections (STIs);  relation-
ship and communication 
skills to form healthy re-
lationships;  coverage of 
affirmative, conscious 
and voluntary consent; 
and age-appropriate infor-
mation about gender iden-
tity and sexual orientation, 
including resources that 
offer support to LGBTQ+ 
students. 

Protecting and enhanc-
ing parental notification 
and rights

This legislation also 
protects and enhances par-
ents’ right to remove their 
children from all or part 
of the sex and relationship 
education program if they 
choose to do so––an ac-
tion already protected by 
state law. 

Additionally, this bill 
updates parent-notifica-
tion guidelines for districts 
that  choose to teach sex 
and relationship education 
curriculum  and requires 
schools to send  notice  to 
parents in English and in 
other commonly spoken 
languages in the district. 
Notice would alert parents 
that their child is enrolled 
in a sex and relationship 
education course and 

Senator DiDomenico 
speaking in favor of the 
healthy youth act on the 
Senate floor.

Senate approves DiDomenico bill to update 
and modernize sexual health education

See UPDATE Page 11
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With daylight saving 
time beginning on March 
10, Massachusetts fire of-
ficials are reminding resi-
dents to check their smoke 
and carbon monoxide 
(CO) alarms when they 
change their clocks.

“We’ve seen too many 
tragedies in homes with-
out working smoke and 
carbon monoxide alarms,” 
said State Fire Marshal 
Davine. “Most fires and 
CO incidents take place at 
home, and these alarms are 
your first line of defense. 
As we spring forward this 
weekend, remember to 
check your alarms when 
you change your clocks. 
Be sure they’re present on 
every level of your home. 
And unless you have new-
er alarms with sealed, 
long-life batteries, this 
is a great time to replace 
the alkaline batteries in all 
your alarms.”

 
Most Fatal Fires 

Occur in One- and 
Two-Family Homes
Of 45 fire deaths in 

Massachusetts last year, 
31 – nearly 70% – took 
place at home. Nearly 75% 
of these residential fire 
deaths took place in one- 
and two-family homes. In-
vestigators found working 
smoke alarms at just one-
third of those dwellings.

 
Replace Expired Alarms

“Smoke and CO alarms 
are like any other appli-
ance – they don’t last for-
ever,” said Hyannis Fire 
Chief Peter Burke, pres-
ident of the Fire Chiefs 
Association of Massachu-
setts. “An alarm’s manu-
facturing date is printed 
on the back of the device. 
Smoke alarms need to be 
replaced after 10 years, 
and carbon monoxide 
alarms need to be replaced 
after 5, 7, or 10 years, de-
pending on the make and 
model. If your alarm is 
out of date, or if there’s 
no date at all, it’s time to 
replace it.”

Replacing an out-of-
date alarm? The Massa-
chusetts Comprehensive 
Fire Safety Code requires 
replacement battery-op-
erated smoke alarms in 
older one- and two-family 
homes to be photoelectric 
and have sealed, long-

life batteries and a hush 
feature. These alarms are 
easier to maintain and less 
likely to be disabled while 
cooking or by someone 
using the batteries for oth-
er household appliances.

“Disabling a smoke 
alarm puts you and ev-
eryone in your building 
at risk,” said Chief Burke. 
“Test your alarms once a 
month to be sure you and 
the people you care for are 
protected.”

Fire officials recom-
mend that you choose 
alarms from a well-
known, national brand. 
Look for the mark of an 
independent testing labo-
ratory such as UL or Inter-
tek. Many Massachusetts 
fire departments have 
found alarms purchased 
on Amazon and other on-
line retailers that do not 
meet the Fire Code – and 
may not perform when 
they’re needed most.

“If the price seems too 
good to be true, then it 
probably is,” said State 
Fire Marshal Davine.

 
Create & Practice a 
Home Escape Plan

“We have less time than 
ever before to escape a 
fire at home,” said State 
Fire Marshal Davine. 
“You could have three 
minutes to escape safely. 
Creating and practicing a 
home escape plan that in-
cludes two routes out will 
help you make the most of 
that precious time to get 
outside before poisonous 
gases and heat make es-
cape impossible.”

“Working smoke alarms 
and a practiced home es-
cape plan are among the 
most fundamental and im-
portant tools for surviving 
a fire,” said Chief Burke. 
“Be sure everyone in the 
home knows what to do 
and where to go when 
the alarm sounds, includ-
ing young children, older 
adults, and people with 
disabilities. Always keep 
doorways, stairways, and 
windows clear of furniture 

and other obstructions so 
you can leave quickly and 
safely.”

 
Older Adults at 
Greatest Risk

More than half of last 
year’s fire deaths involved 
adults aged 65 and old-
er. In FY23, the Depart-
ment of Fire Services’ 
Senior SAFE grant pro-
gram awarded more than 
$575,000 to hundreds of 
fire departments across 
Massachusetts to support 
assistance with alarm in-
stallation and testing. Old-
er adults who need help 
testing, maintaining, or 
replacing smoke alarms 
should contact their local 
fire department, council 
on aging, or senior center 
for assistance.

 
Carbon Monoxide 

Hazards
Heating equipment is 

the leading source of car-

bon monoxide at home, 
State Fire Marshal Da-
vine said, but winter isn’t 
over yet and CO remains 
a hazard even in warmer 
weather. While many car-
bon monoxide incidents 
involve furnaces and other 
heating appliances, CO is 
also produced by stoves, 
grills, and vehicles, as 
well as generators put into 
use during a power out-
age.

“Firefighters detect car-
bon monoxide at about 
5,000 calls each year 
in Massachusetts, and 
we’ve already seen cases 
of fatal carbon monoxide 
poisoning in 2024,” said 
Chief Burke. “We can’t 
see, smell, or taste carbon 
monoxide. Working CO 
alarms are the only way to 
detect this silent, invisible 
killer. If you hear you CO 
alarms sounding, get out 
to fresh air and call 9-1-1 
right away.”

The Everett Independent reserves the right 
to edit letters for space, accuracy and 

clarity. We regret that we cannot publish 
unsigned letters. Please include your street 
and telephone number with your submis-
sion. The Everett Independent publishes 
columns, viewpoints and letters to the 

editor as a forum for readers to express 
their opinions and to encourage debate. 
Please note that the opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of The Everett 

Independent. Text or attachments emailed 
to editor@everettindependent.com 

are preferred. 
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Parlin Adult and Teens
Yarn Club Parlin Fire-

place Room. Tuesday, 
March 12th at 7pm. Come 
chit chat and stitch! Bring 
your crocheting, knitting, 
or any other yarn craft and 
sit and socialize with oth-
er members of the crafting 
community. Recommend-
ed for ages 14-109! 

Connolly Center Book 
Group, Connolly Center 
Meeting Room. Thursday, 
March 14th at 12pm. We 
will read Mariah Frede-
reick’s The Lindbergh 
Nanny. Gripping and ele-
gant, The Lindbergh Nan-
ny brings readers into the 
interior of the twentieth 
century’s most infamous 
crime. (Nina de Gramont) 
See Kathleen for copies 
on her twice monthly vis-
its, or call the Parlin (617) 
394 2300 or Shute (617) 
394 2308 libraries.

Origami Club. Parlin 
Fireplace Room. Satur-
day, March 16th at 12pm. 
Come and practice the an-

cient art of paper folding. 
All ages and skill levels 
are welcome!

Parlin Childrens
Lego Club. Parlin 

Children’s Room. Mon-
day, March 11th from 
3-5pm. Come to the Chil-
dren’s Room after school 
on Mondays for some 
free-building lego fun. 
Open to all ages. Children 
under 6 years old must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
No registration required.

Storytime with Vera. 
Parlin Children’s Room. 
Tuesday, March 5th at 
12pm. In English or Portu-
guese by request. Visit the 
Parlin Library Children’s 
Room to attend! Suggest-
ed ages 2-6. 

Storytime and Sin-
galong with Karen 
Parlin Children’s Room. 
Wednesday, March 13th 
at 11am. Join us for a fun-
filled morning of singing 
and storytelling with Kar-
en! Suggested ages 0-6.

Drama Class. Parlin 

Children’s Room.Wednes-
day,  March 13th at 3pm. 
Do you have a drama 
queen or king at home? 
Drama Class in the Parlin 
Children’s Department is 
the perfect opportunity for 
your child to put those act-
ing skills to use with our 
drama coach! Suggested 
ages 6-14.

Story Time Adven-
tures with Mrs. McAuliffe 
Parlin Children’s Room. 
Thursday, March 14th 
and Friday, March 15th at 
11am. Join us on Thursday 
and Fridays at 11am with 
Mrs. McAuliffe for our 
enchanting Story Time! 
You will be whisked away 
on magical adventures 
through the pages of your 
favorite books. Bring a 
friend or make a new one 
in our circle of friends.

Fluency Fun Friday.  
Parlin Children’s Room. 
Friday, March 15th at 
3pm. Drop by the Chil-
dren’s Room for a selec-
tion of fun fluency table 

games with Mrs. McAu-
liffe.  Suggested ages 5-11.
Shute Adult and Teens
Resume Writing, Shute 

Adult Department. Do 
you need help sprucing up 
an old resume or creating 
a new one? Sign up for a 
thirty minute session at 
both the Parlin and Shute 
Libraries. By appointment 
only. Please call 617-394-
2302 for the Parlin Library 
and 617-394-2308 for the 
Shute Library to register 
for an appointment. 

Computer Basics 101, 
Shute Adult Department. 
Not familiar with the com-
puter? Learn the basics: 
how to start up and shut 
down a computer, perform 
mouse and keyboard func-
tions, use applications, 
learn Microsoft Word, 
navigate the Internet, set 
up an email account, and 
more! By appointment 
only. Please call 617-394-
2302 for the Parlin Library 
and 617-394-2308 for the 
Shute Library to register.

Upcoming Events at Everett Public Libraries

Spring forward in safety: When you change your 
clocks, check your alarms

FIRE, FIRE EVERYWHERE

The fires that have been burning out of control this 
past week in Texas and Oklahoma -- and which are con-
tinuing to rage as this is being written -- are yet another 
harbinger of what awaits us thanks to the ever-increas-
ing rate of climate change that is affecting every corner 
of the earth.

The fires in Texas, which have killed two persons, 
destroyed 500 homes, and caused entire towns to be 
evacuated, come on the heels of the recent fires in Chile, 
which destroyed entire communities and claimed 131 
lives, more than the tragic fire a few months back that 
occurred in Hawaii.

Fire in other parts of the globe in recent years have 
charred millions of acres of land and wiped out entire 
communities, from Australia, to California, to Canada, 
and the Siberian tundra.

The out-of-control wildfire fires not only have caused 
loss of life and brought economic devastation to com-
munities and individuals, but they also have sent acrid 
smoke that enveloped large swathes of neighboring 
countries, as happened in the Midwest and East Coast 
last summer when the fires in eastern Canada raised our 
air quality to extremely unhealthy levels for days at a 
time.

But these fires are only part of the equation of cli-
mate change. Ocean temperatures reached record highs 
this year, threatening coral reefs and marine life across 
the globe. What had seemed as inconceivable -- that the 
world’s oceans could turn into dead zones -- no longer 
is in the realm of science fiction. It’s a reality that could 
occur within a few short years.

In addition, with the hot oceans providing the fuel for 
tropical storms, hurricanes promise to be ever-stronger 
and more devastating.

Air temperatures have set records month-after-month 
and year-after-year for the past five years, with each 
successive year exceeding the one before. The record 
warmth in the continental U.S. this winter has resulted 
in the least snow cover on record and has prevented the 
usual lakes from freezing. Glaciers are disappearing ev-
erywhere, from the polar regions, to Greenland, to the 
Alps in Europe.

In short, everything that is climate related is off-the-
charts -- and not in a good way. If what climate scien-
tists tell us is true -- that we are in a race against time to 
change our ways and that we must stop burning fossil 
fuels in order to save the environment as we know it 
-- then it is becoming increasingly clear that our feet are 
stuck in the mud.

PLEASE: NO PUBLIC 

DRINKING ON 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

With the St. Patrick’s Day holiday and traditional 
South Boston parade approaching on Sunday, March 
17, we urge our public safety officials to plan for en-
forcing the laws which prohibit drinking in public, es-
pecially by underage drinkers.

Last year in the aftermath of the South Boston pa-
rade, we found ourselves in the unfortunate position 
of riding the Red Line to the South Shore. The trains 
were packed with highly-inebriated, rowdy, under-age 
drinkers who were drinking openly on the trains and 
then flinging their empties around the train cars, striking 
other passengers. The platforms resembled war zones, 
with large-scale fights and scores of youths who were 
passed out left-and-right.

We realize that everyone wants to relax and have a 
good time on St. Patrick’s Day, but that is no excuse for 
our public safety officials to turn a blind eye to underage 
drinking and drinking in public. In addition, for those of 
us of Irish descent, the perception that being “Irish for a 
day” means drinking heavily is highly-insulting.

It is inevitable that with the high degree of public in-
toxication that is tacitly permitted by our public safe-
ty officials, there will be a tragedy. We urge our public 
officials to take steps ahead of time to stop this annual 
reign of dangerous mass chaos.
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READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY AT THE LAFAYETTE SCHOOL

Special to the Independent

The Everett Public 
Schools participated in 
Read Across America 

Day, with several com-
munity leaders visiting the 
schools to read to the stu-
dents.

Former New England 

Patriots player Max Lane 
and local officials were 
part of the celebration of 
reading and education.

Local officials and Lafayette School students are pictured on Read Across America Day at 
the school. See Page 6 for more photos.

Pictured at the Read Across America celebration at the Lafayette School are schoolteacher 
Maria Boyle, Assistant Principal Alessandro Cornelio, celebrity reader Everett Police Chief 
Steven Mazzie, schoolteacher Erin Foulds, and schoolteacher Sophia Deese.

Councilor-at-Large and celebrity guest reader Katy Rogers (back row, left) joins school 
teacher Darcy Myette, Assistant Principal Alessandro Cornelio, schoolteacher Patricia Dos 
Santos and Lafayette School first-grade students for a photo on Read Across America Day  
at the school.

Ward 4 Councilor Holly Garcia (back row, left) joins Assistant Principal Alessandro Cornelio, 
kindergarten teacher Nancy Dunkman and Lafayette School students for a photo during 
the Read Across America Day event at the school.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

project:
“I continue to oppose 

the currently proposed 
project because it does 
not add sufficiently to the 
affordable housing needs 
of Everett families. Addi-
tionally, this is an area of 
Everett that should be con-
sidered for a potential new 
high school project that is 

the only solution to allevi-
ate classroom size across 
our entire school district. 
Finally, we have made 
significant efforts to clean 
up the waterfront area 
as open and recreational 
space for all our residents 
to enjoy and this project 
offers no new community 
mitigation aspects in these 

important respects and in 
fact, could give them im-
pression that all residents 
are no longer welcome to 
enjoy this open space.”

(Information from 
Banker and Tradesman 
was used in the compila-
tion of this story).
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FIND YOUR PLACE 
AT EBNHC

Check us out!

Everett City Hall
Church Street + Broadway

Everett, MA 02149

Stewart’s Pub
140 Jefferson Avenue

Everett, MA 02149

SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2024
FLAG RAISING CEREMONY

1:00 PM
COMMUNITY RECEPTION

2:00 PM

LEARN MORE: CITYOFEVERETT.COM/EVENTS/IRISH-AMERICAN-HERITAGE

The City of Everett
Celebrates

READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY AT THE LAFAYETTE SCHOOL

Councilor-at-Large and celebrity guest reader Stephanie 
Smith is pictured at the Lafayette School on Read Across 
America Day.

Councilor-at-Large and celebrity guest reader Guerline 
Alcy Jabouin reads to student during an appearance at 
Read Across America Day at the Lafayette School.

Ward 2 Councilor Stephanie Martins was a celebrity guest 
reader at the Reading Across America Day event at the 
Lafayette School.

Councillor-at-Large Katy Rogers reads to first-grade students at the Lafayette School on 
Read Across America Day. Everett Police Chief and celebrity guest reader Steven Mazzie is pictured with first-grade 

students at the Lafayette School at the Read Across America event.

Ward 2 Councilor and celebrity guest reader Stephanie Martins (back row, second from 
right) joins Assistant Principal Alessandro Cornelio, first-grade teachers Belinda Casas, 
Ava Dussault, and Marissa Rosenblatt, and Lafayette School students for a photo on Read 
Across America Day at the school.

Councilor-at-Large and celebrity guest reader Stephanie Smith (left) joins kindergarten 
teachers Jacklyn Ciccone and Mayaris Rivera, Assistant Principal Alessandro Cornelio, and 
Lafayette School students for a photo on Read Across America Day at the school.

Pictured on Read Across America Day at the Lafayette School are Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins, Police Chief Steven Mazzie, Assistant Principal Steven Venezia, School 
Committee Member Margaret Cornelio, Deputy Fire Chief Will Hurley, Supt. of Schools 
William Hart, former New England Patriots player Max Lane, Assistant Principal Ales-
sandro Cornelio, Councilor-at-Large Katy Rogers, Principal David Brady (back), Sen. Sal 
DiDomenico, and Ward 4 Councilor Holly Garcia.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS
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penalty will be imposed for withdrawals before maturity. Rates may vary and are subject to change without 
no�ce. CDs will automa�cally renew at a 12-month term at the regular 12-month CD rate being offered by the 
Bank at the �me of renewal. Other terms and rates available.                                                                                                                                                 
                                Member FDIC/Member DIF

Special to the Independent

Earlier this month, the 
Pioneer Charter School of 
Science (PCSS) campuses 
in Everett (PCSS I), Bev-
erly, and Saugus (PCSS 
II) hosted the 17th Annual 
Science and Engineering 
Fair. This year’s theme 
was “New Ways to Solve 
Problems Using Science, 
Technology, and Artificial 
Intelligence,” with over 
300 students representing 
175 project groups. 

The Science Fair is a 
culmination of student 
work that begins at the 
start of the school year in 
August. Each year, PCSS 
6-12th grade students par-
ticipate in a preliminary 
event in December. From 
there, the top 40 percent 
of students are selected to 
participate in the fair. Over 
50 volunteers and judges 

from the New England-ar-
ea STEM community par-
ticipated, including those 
from Yale, MIT Lincoln 
Labs, BU Biomechanics 
and Pulmonary Lab, and 
various private industries. 
This year’s projects in-
cluded using AI to find 
the best brownie recipe, 
predicting forest fires us-
ing AI, building robots to 
assist with medical needs, 
and studying the effects of 
social media and technol-
ogy on concentration and 
learning.  

Each year, the Fair aims 
to allow students to use the 
scientific method or engi-
neering design process to 
investigate a question or 
problem that interests them 
outside the general class 
curriculum. It also serves 
as a method for students to 
complete an independent 
research project as part of 

the PCSS college readi-
ness program and assists 
students in developing the 
necessary skills in verbal 
and written scientific com-
munication.

The mission of PCSS is 
to prepare educationally 
under-resourced students 
for today’s competitive 
world. Through a rigor-
ous academic curriculum 
emphasizing math and 
science, PCSS will help 
students develop the ac-
ademic and social skills 
necessary to become suc-
cessful professionals and 
exemplary community 
members. Balanced by a 
foundation in the human-
ities, a character education 
program, career-oriented 
college preparation, and 
strong student-teacher-par-
ent collaboration, PCSS 
will meet its mission.

Pioneer Charter School celebrates 
17th Annual Science Fair

PCSS2 11th-grade student Vanessa Murati presents her Science project “Analyzing Print 
Dimorphism.”

PCSS I 11th-grade students Doha Marbouh (L), and Sallam Ali (R),  present their Science 
project, “The Effectiveness of Natural vs. Chemical Disinfectants In Preventing Bacterial 
Growth,” to a judge.

Combo Rates available!  
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE
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$30000 per month
 per site 
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PCSS II Middle School Grand Prize Winner, 7th-grader Nelson Nnanna of Danvers, with his 
winning project “Flashcards vs Games.”

PCSS I 7th grade student Bryce-Jameson Fox presents his Engineering project “O.A.F.S. 
(Ocean Acidification Filtration Systems).” 

PCSS II 8th grade students Dalal Najeeb (L) and Yunauris Tobies (R) present their Science 
project “How Does Music Affect the Brain.”
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Massachusetts State 
Treasurer Deborah B. 
Goldberg has announced 
the latest grouping of 
names added to the state’s 
list of unclaimed property 
owners. Over 50,000 new 
properties worth millions 
of dollars are owed to in-
dividuals and businesses 
throughout the Common-
wealth.

“Did you know there is 
$3.4 billion in unclaimed 
property here in Massa-
chusetts? 1 in 10 people in 
this state are owed money 
and one of them could be 
you,” said Treasurer Deb-
orah B. Goldberg. “So 
check the list, go online, 
or call our office to search 
for your name and begin 
the process today.”

Unclaimed property in-

cludes forgotten savings 
and checking accounts, 
un-cashed checks, in-
surance policy proceeds, 
stocks, dividends, and the 
contents of unattended 
safe deposit boxes. Most 
accounts are considered 
abandoned and are turned 
over to the state after three 
years of inactivity. Last 
year, Treasury processed 
over 145,000 claims and 
returned $185 million in 
property to its rightful 
owners.

This newly released 
list includes only individ-
uals and businesses with 
unclaimed property over 
$100. Treasurer Goldberg 
urges all citizens to check 
the comprehensive list 
for all amounts at  www.
findmassmoney.gov  or 

call our live call center at 
1-888-344-MASS (6277).

The full list of the new 
individuals and business-
es added to the unclaimed 
property list will be pub-
lished in the Boston Globe 
on March 3rd and in the 
Boston Herald on March 
10th . In addition, the list 
of names will be published 
in over 30 regional and 
local papers in following 
weeks.

The Treasury releas-
es an updated list of un-
claimed property assets 
every six months as the 
new accounts are turned 
over to the Common-
wealth. There is no time 
limit for a person to claim 
this property and, in many 
cases, claimants will re-
ceive interest.

Treasurer Goldberg announces latest 
release of unclaimed property listings

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Would you like an ex-
cellent conversation start-
er for the people you meet 
on dog walks? Asking the 
dog’s name seems to come 
naturally. For a great con-
versation, ask how they 
came to choose that name. 
We often find a fascinating 
tale behind a dog’s name.

One of the rescued 
Westies we placed in a 
local home came with the 
name Rad. His new fami-
ly (we soon learned they 
were truly fun and fun-
ny people) renamed him 
Swiffer. Why not? His 
sometimes long and shag-
gy coat did a great job of 
dusting their hardwood 
floors. 

A friend’s Ragdoll cat 
was called Max, but his 
full name was Maximi-
lien De Whisker, a take 
on Maximilien de Winter, 
hero of Daphne du Mauri-
er’s book “Rebecca.” One 
Back Bay couple adopted 
a mixed breed dog and 
named him Del. They ex-
plain it’s short for Dela-
no because he now had a 
“New Deal.”

We knew a dog named 
Kepler, after the German 
mathematician, astrono-
mer, and astrologer Jo-
hannes Kepler. That’s a 
very Bostonian approach 
to naming a dog. Of 
course, naming a dog after 
someone or something re-
lated to sports is also very 
Boston.

Tips for Name Selection
The Seeing Eye is a 

nonprofit organization 
whose mission is to breed, 
train, and place guide dogs 
for the blind, and they 
name about 500 puppies 
a year. Since these dogs 
must respond to that name 
for the rest of their lives, 
they must choose well. 
They offer the following 
tips for the rest of us. 

First, count the sylla-

bles in the name. They try 
to stick to names with one 
or two syllables because 
shorter names are fast-
er when communicating 
with the dog. Avoid names 
that sound like a command 
and might confuse the an-
imal. Here are their ex-
amples, “‘Mo’ can sound 
like ‘No’ and ‘Kit’ sounds 
like ’Sit.’” Finally, avoid 
names with embarrassing 
or negative connotations. 
You may find yourself 
shouting the name in pub-
lic one day.

We’d add that you 
should skip names that 
sound like those of other 
pets or family. And remind 
you that, in the dog show 
world, each animal has a 
full registered name and a 
shorter call name. More-
over, most dogs answer 
to nickname variations of 
their official one.

Popular Names
Each year, groups like 

the American Kennel 
Club, dog walking ser-
vices, and pet insurance 
companies publish lists 
of the most popular dog 
names—The Wildest web-
site reported on these list-
ings last November. 

They wrote that the top 
ten male dog names for 
2024 were Charlie, Max, 

Cooper, Milo, Buddy, Ted-
dy, Rocky, Bear, Leo, and 
Duke. The female dog list 
included Luna, Bella, Dai-
sy, Lucy, Lily, Lola, Zoe, 
Sadie, Stella, and Bailey. 

People Names
Would you be insulted 

if someone named their 
dog after you? Penny is al-
ways happy to meet a dog 
who shares her name.

We’ve heard of family 
feuds from using a name 
someone felt was their 
exclusive property. That 
doesn’t seem to happen 
with dogs. No one cares if 
there are three dogs named 
Fenway in the neighbor-
hood. Dog people just add 
the breed when talking 
about them.

One final tip: take your 
time christening a new 
pet. Kitty or puppy work 
fine until you get to know 
one another. The perfect 
name may come to you, or 
you may notice that cer-
tain sounds or words get 
a response from your new 
family member. The dog 
or cat may give you a clue 
to their favorite name.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

City Paws

The Name Game

Poppy‘s full name is “Duchess Poppy Whitehead.” “Duchess 
Poppy” comes from an E.F. Benson book character and our 
love for the pop of Champagne corks!

Joint Committee on Ways and Means 
to hold budget hearing in Gloucester

The Joint Committee on 
Ways and Means will hold 
a hearing on Governor 
Maura Healey’s FY2025 
budget proposal, covering 
the topics of economic de-
velopment, housing, and 
labor. State Representative 
Ann-Margaret Ferrante 
(D-Gloucester) and State 
Senator Lydia Edwards 
(D-Boston) will co-chair 
the hearing. The hearing 
will be open to the public 
for viewing; testimony is 
by invitation only.  

“The state budget is the 
most important piece of 
legislation that is passed 
annually because it funds 
almost all aspects of the 
Commonwealth’s func-
tions and programs. Al-
though those testifying 
will include Constitu-
tional officers such as 
the Attorney General, 
Secretariats of Econom-
ic Development, Labor 
and Workforce, Housing 
and Livable Communities 

and agencies, this hear-
ing gives the public the 
opportunity to view the 
budget process,” said Rep. 
Ann-Margaret Ferran-
te (D-Gloucester). “I’m 
pleased that my constitu-
ents, the residents of Cape 
Ann, will have the ability 
to see the budget process 
up close and personal, es-
pecially as we hear testi-
mony on how and where 
the Commonwealth in-
tends to spend its resourc-
es.” 

“As co-chair of this crit-
ical hearing on the FY2025 
state budget, I’m honored 
to provide a platform for 
public engagement in our 
budgetary process. This 
hearing isn’t just about 
numbers; it’s about the 
future we’re collectively 
shaping. By opening the 
doors to transparency and 
accountability, we em-
power our constituents to 
actively participate in de-
cisions that impact their 

lives,” said Senator Lydia 
Edwards (D-Boston). 

The Joint Commit-
tee on Ways and Means 
hearing on the FY2025 
state budget is on Friday, 
March 8, at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Gloucester City Hall 
– Kyrouz Auditorium, 9 
Dale Avenue. 

Involved are Joint 
Committee on Ways and 
Means, Office of the At-
torney General, Executive 
Office of Economic De-
velopment, Office of Con-
sumer Affairs and Busi-
ness Regulation, Dept. of 
Business Development, 
Executive Office of Hous-
ing and Livable Commu-
nities, Dept. of Housing 
and Community Devel-
opment, Executive Office 
of Labor and Workforce 
Development, Board of 
Library Commissioners, 
Mass. Cultural Council, 
Commission on the Status 
of Women, Cannabis Con-
trol Commission.

Have an Eggstra Have an Eggstra 
Special Easter SeasonSpecial Easter Season

Send us Your Send us Your 
Eggstra Special Eggstra Special 
Person or Pet this Person or Pet this 
Easter seasonEaster season

Photos will be published on March 27Photos will be published on March 27thth & March 28 & March 28thth

Revere Journal   |   East Boston Times
Chelsea Record   |   Everett Independent

Winthrop Transcript 
Please send your photo to 

 PROMO@REVEREJOURNAL.COM
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HOP TO IT....HOP TO IT....

DEADLINE March 22!DEADLINE March 22!

Everett Police 
Officer Roman 
Agresti reads to 
students at Web-
ster School.

READ ACROSS AMERICA AT WEBSTER SCHOOL

Webster School Extension School Leader Jessyca Redler welcomes 
Everett Police Officer Roman Agresti to the school on Read Across 
America Day.

Everett Police Officer Roman Agresti (above) made a celebrity guest reading appearance 
on Read Across America Day the Webster School Extension. Officer Agresti is pictured with 
preschool teacher Melissa Ruiz and her students at the school. 

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS
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scrutinized, and we appre-
ciate the volume of input 
and constructive criticism 
we have received from 
everyone,” said Marakis. 
“185 Squire Road is cur-
rently a two-story mixed-
use building built around 
1965 that is currently out-
dated and underutilized.”

The property is in a 
Highway Business zone, 
which allows for a hotel 
use by right as a permitted 
use. Markakis said other 
allowable uses in the zone 
include gas stations, fu-
neral homes, parking lots, 
and parking structures.

“What we propose is 
consistent with the char-
acter of the area and the 
corridor, and we think it 
is beneficial to the com-
munity as a whole,” said 
Markakis. 

The current plans call 
for vehicles to come off 
Squire Road onto Lech-
mere Street, where they 
will be met by a valet ser-
vice. Markakis said there 
are also plans to oper-
ate two shuttle buses for 

guests 24 hours per day to 
take them to public trans-
portation, Revere Beach, 
and other locations.

Markakis noted that ho-
tels generally provide the 
highest income for cities, 
while having the lowest 
drain on public services.

Ward 6 Councillor 
Chris Giannino said he 
has been in contact with 
developers about the proj-
ect for the past several 
months.

“They have been very 
helpful and very open, and 
I’m in support of the plan 
100 percent right now 
from what I am seeing on 
it,” he said. “I think it will 
bring a lot of income for 
the city and a lot of pos-
itives.”

Councillor-at-Large 
Juan Pablo Jaramillo said 
he would like to see a third 
shuttle bus at the hotel for 
use by residents who live 
in the area.

Ward 5 Councillor An-
gela Guarino-Sawaya said 

CONSTRUCTION 
STARTS AT PARK

CHELSEA - Construc-
tion is slated to begin on 
Monday on a new pocket 
park in the Forsyth neigh-
borhood.

The new park is at the 
corner of Lafayette Av-
enue and Sturgis Street, 
and will enhance the 
safety, functionality, and 
aesthetics of the existing 
community open space 
in the Powder Horn Hill 
area while beautifying the 
neighborhood as part of 
the ARPA-funded Strat-
egies for the Open Space 
Community Investments. 
The city’s contractor for 
this project is JJ Phelan 
Construction. 

Construction work will 
start on Monday, March 4, 
with possible mobilization 
of equipment beginning 
on Friday, March 1, ac-
cording to city officials. 
Construction hours will 
be from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday through Fri-
day. Bi-directional traffic 
around the construction 
site will be maintained at 
all times, and police de-
tails will be present during 
construction hours. Pedes-
trian detours are expected 
to happen around the con-
struction site. 

The first two weeks of 
the construction schedule 
will include setting up a 
perimeter construction 
fence, a demo of the side-
walk and staircase, and 
excavating for retaining 
wall footings

Community Preserva-
tion Act funds are being 
used to fund a portion of 
the project, which will in-
clude a seating area, bike 
rack, shade trees, and 
green infrastructure. The 
triangular parcel is located 
uphill from Carter Heights 
Apartments where Forsyth 
Street becomes Sturgis 
Street and extends to La-
fayette Avenue.

In related construction 
news, construction has 
been completed regard-
ing the historic staircase 
at Franklin Avenue and 
Spruce Street, connecting 
Franklin Avenue to La-
fayette Avenue, and the 
lighting was connected to 
power last week. There 
are still a few outstanding 
pieces to finalize for the 
city to announce its full 
completion and remove 
the temporary fencing in 
the staircase area.
HEARING ABOUT 
CONCERT SERIES

EAST BOSTON - 
Those in attendance at the 
Orient Heights Neighbor-
hood Council’s (OHNC) 
monthly meeting last 
week spoke about the fu-
ture of the Suffolk Downs 
Concert Series and voiced 
concerns about traffic, 
noise, and parking prob-
lems stemming from last 
year’s iteration.

To start the discussion, 
District A7 Police Captain 
Dean Bickerton, who at-
tended the meeting whilst 
on vacation to speak spe-
cifically about the topic, 
stood alongside HYM’s 
Managing Partner and 
Chief Executive Officer 
Thomas O’Brien to ad-
dress concerns from last 
year from those in atten-
dance. 

One attendee spoke 
about traffic issues and ex-
plained that it took her al-
most an hour to get home 
from Revere to Orient 
Heights during last year’s 
concert series. 

“When he [O’Brien] 
was here the last time, he 
said the traffic was going 
to be under control. On 1A, 
it was not under control. 
Revere police were stop-
ping people from making 
a turnaround right across 

from the gas station there 
—  I was not allowed to go 
down Boardman Street — 
I had to go way down to 
the end to make the turn,” 
said the attendee. 

Bickerton, in response, 
said that Boardman Street 
should not have been shut 
off and spoke in depth 
about the traffic manage-
ment plan. 

Another attendee had 
talked about concertgoers 
parking on Waldemar Av-
enue and had suggested 
getting 24/7 resident-only 
parking for the days that 
there are concerts to pre-
vent that from happening. 

“Huge issue for us 
because when we went 
through all the process-
es, we didn’t want any of 
that to happen during the 
build-out of the entire site, 
so we’ll work with BTD 
(Boston Transportation 
Department) to try and get 
that done,” said O’Brien. 

Another attendee had 
voiced frustration with the 
sound, saying, “I realize 
it’s a concert series. How-
ever, you probably should 
work with your sound 
engineer a little bit more 
because Swan Avenue is 
getting blasted.” 

O’Brien explained that 
there were no complaints 
regarding noise for the 
first round of shows last 
year, which occurred in 
June. 

However, he did say, 
“Going into the second 
round of shows, it was a 
different type of music, 
and the speaker setup was 
set to kind of get the far 
end of the group of people 
who are gathered on the 
lawn, and that first night 
we got a lot of noise com-
plaints.” 

He also added that 
they adjusted the speak-
ers on the second night 
and “didn’t receive much 
in the way of noise com-
plaints on the second 
night.” 

O’Brien also indicat-
ed that they are not look-
ing for the type of show 
that occurred during that 
second installment of 
concerts last September, 
which he described as a 
“techno sort of thing,” to 
return. 

To close out this part of 
the discussion Bickerton 
went through specific asks 
he had for Suffolk Downs, 
HYM, and The Bowery 
Presents (the concert oper-
ator) regarding the concert 
series. 

Specifically, Bickerton 
wants decibel readings to 
be done on the perimeter 
and to have them moni-
tored in real-time, a better 
security team, increased 
lighting, crosswalks, and 

no sound checks during 
school hours. 

It should be noted that 
decibel reading was done 
last year, and Bickerton is 
hoping the city sets a deci-
bel level to maintain at the 
establishment.  

Bickerton also men-
tioned that the group is 
looking for a seven-day 
license for the concert se-
ries. 

In describing the ask 
for the seven-day license, 
O’Brien said, “The con-
certs have not been set, so 
at the end of the day, we 
hope to be permitted for, 
say, 15 shows and maybe 
20 shows for next year, 
right, but you don’t know 
what days they’re going 
to be so in order to file a 
permit you have to file a 
seven-day permit because 
it could be Friday it could 
be Saturday.” 

Additionally, East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Liai-
son Mela Villa Gomez 
spoke about a community 
process that will occur re-
garding the concert series 
and indicated that the pro-
cess is currently being de-
veloped. 

Later in the meeting, 
O’Brien presented to the 
council about the Suffolk 
Downs redevelopment 
and the concert series. 

In speaking about the 
concert series, he re-
capped last year’s events. 
He reiterated that during 
the June shows, they “re-
ceived very few if any 
complaints, traffic seemed 
to work fine, the noise lev-
els seemed to work fine.” 

As for the second 
stretch of shows in Sep-
tember, he acknowledged 
“a ton of complaints” 
during the September 
15th show, spoke about 
the changes made during 
the second show the next 
night, and received “next 
to no” complaints. 

“Lessons learned. 
We’re going to implement 
all those lessons learned. 
Hopefully, none of that 
kind of music and direct 
the music in a way that 
doesn’t disturb the neigh-
borhood,” said O’Brien. 

O’Brien also walked 
through what is planned for 
this year, which includes 
three confirmed shows on 
May 18th, July 27th, and 
August 19th, with more to 
be announced. 

“We’re thinking that 
there will be about 14 or 
so concerts this summer. 
On the seven-day per-
mit question, because we 
don’t know what the dates 
of those other concerts 
will be, we were advised 
to apply just for the sev-
en-day permit, so it could 
be — if somebody wants 

to come on a Thursday 
— or whatever it is in the 
summer we’re trying to 
be flexible in that regard,” 
said O’Brien. 

Additionally, O’Brien 
walked through the sched-
ule of a typical concert 
with a new change in re-
sponse to feedback, which 
was that sound checks 
would not occur before 3 
P.M. so it does not inter-
fere with schools in ses-
sion. 

An attendee suggested 
some schools still have 
students learning until at 
least 4 P.M. O’Brien and 
his team seemed amena-
ble to pushing the sound 
check time further back. 

He also indicated that 
there will be a traffic man-
agement plan and a sound, 
security, and emergency 
response plan. 

Again, O’Brien took 
questions from those in 
attendance. One attend-
ee asked about mitiga-
tion regarding weeknight 
concerts — especially 
concerning rush hour traf-
fic — and O’Brien men-
tioned that they encourage 
concertgoers to use public 
transportation and that he 
would focus more on the 
scheduled Monday night 
concert.  

Another attendee had 
made suggestions for 
further sound mitigation 
through the construction 
of a temporary structure or 
even a tent. 

Overall, the topic of 
concerts at Suffolk Downs 
certainly fostered an ex-
tensive discussion, and 
residents should keep an 
eye out for the upcom-
ing community process 
regarding the concerts. 
To learn more about the 
scheduled concerts, vis-
it https://stageatsuffolk-
downs.com/. 

HOTEL PROPOSED 
ON SQUIRE ROAD

REVERE - A five-story, 
104-room boutique hotel 
proposed for 185 Squire 
Road has the support of 
the ward councillor.

The council heard from 
the developers of the ho-
tel, who are requesting a 
special permit to recon-
struct and expand an exist-
ing non-conforming build-
ing on Squire Road.

Lou Markakis, the 
president of the Lynnway 
Associates Group, said 
the proposed new own-
er and developer of the 
parcel, Jewel Saaed, has 
been working with city 
officials, departments, and 
boards to refine the plans 
over the past six months.

“This particular plan 
has been well vetted and 
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

RMA STUDENTS CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY

COURTESY PHOTO

As part of their Black History Month celebrations, Rumney Marsh Academy hosted Project 
Misik, to demonstrate traditional music and dances for the students to learn about and 
participate in. Shown above, Project Misik dancer leads students in a  traditional Haitian 
folk dance in the RMA Gymnasium. 

See REGION  Page 12

Michael Doyle
Retired educator

OBITUARIES

Michael A. Doyle of 
Everett entered into eter-
nal rest unexpectedly, 
March 3rd in the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital.

Born in Mal-
den, Mike lived 
in Everett for 
most of his life. 
teacher at the 

Everett Vocational High 
School and also at the 
Middlesex County Sher-
iff’s Department. Mike 
also served in the Massa-
chusetts National Guard.

He was the son of the 
late Augustine and Mar-
garet (Keating) Doyle, the 
beloved husband of Pau-
line (Gentile) Doyle for 
over 66 years, dear and 
devoted father of Karen 
Smigielski of N. Carolina, 
Paula G. Parsons and her 
husband, Steven of Penn-
sylvania, the late Michael 
P. Doyle and Janet A. Ar-
senault and her surviving 
husband, Mark; the dear 
brother of Paul Doyle of 
Wakefield, Ronald Doyle 
of Stoneham and the late 
George Doyle, Jean Hus-
sey, Mary Burton and 
twin, Adrian Doyle;her 

husband, Juan, Roland 
Demers, Amanda Shar-
ples and her husband, Mi-
chael, Elizabeth Lemmon 
and her wife, Kathleen 
Lemmon, and Harrison 
Arsenault; and four loving 
great-grandchildren.

Relatives and friends 
are respectfully invited to 
attend Michael’s visita-
tion in the Cafasso & Son 
Funeral Home, 65 Clarkv-
erett, today, Wednesday, 
March 6 from 4 to 7  p.m. 
A funeral home service 
will be on Thursday at 11 
a.m.y appreciated.

Parking with attendants 
on duty.
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P l e a s e  R e c y c l e  t h i s  n e w s p a p e r

LANDSCAPING

PLASTERING

REAL ESTATE

MOVING

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

Everett'Everett's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN SERVICE DIRECTORY
PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588

 OR EMAIL DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

PAINTING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

GinaSSoldano@gmail.com 
gsoldanorealtor.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862
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Your Satisfaction is Ours!
CALL MIKE

PLASTERING

PLUMBING

CALL

Immaculate Conception Parish
News and Notes

Bishop Robert G. 
Brown and Zion Church 
Ministries invites you to 
join us every Sunday at 
our 10:00 a.m. Worship 
Service for a time of wor-
ship, praise and preaching, 
at 757 Broadway, Everett, 
MA.  You can also join 

Zion Church Ministries 
via livestream on Face-
book and You Tube.

For more information, 
they can be reached on-
line at zionchurchminis-
tries.com or via email at 
office@zionchurchminis-
tries.com.

Zion Church - Everett
News and Notes

Glendale United Methodist Church
News and Notes

Glendale United Meth-
odist Church is open to all 
and we welcome people of 
all faiths, race, nationali-
ties, and sexual preference. 
No one is ever turned away. 
If you are looking for a new 
home church, we would 
like you to check us out and 
let us know what we can do 
to make church a better fit 
in your life.

Bible Study: Consider 
joining us for Bible study 
on Sunday. We meet in 
the Church Parlor off the 
Chapel from 9:30 to 10:00 
a.m.

Sponsor the bulletin! For 
a $5 donation, you can ded-
icate the Sunday bulletin to 
recognize family, friends, 
or special occasions. There 
is a sign-up sheet in the 
Pastor’s study. Feel free 
to choose your particu-
lar week and leave a copy 
of your dedication in the 
mail in that is on the Pas-
tor’s door. Please contact 
the Pastor if you have any 
questions.

Boy Scout Troop 814: 
Meet in Cooper Hall on 
Tues. evenings from 6-9 
p.m. Cub Pack 11 meets on 
Saturday mornings.

NA Meetings – Mon. 

Bring Your Own Book 7:30 
– 9:30 p.m.; Thurs. I Can’t 
But We Can, 8:00 7:30 – 
9:30 p.m.

AA Meeting – Saturday 
evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Other times by appoint-
ment.

Bread of Life Donations 
– This outreach is being 
done to honor the Unit-
ed Methodist Women’s 
Group, who for so many 
years were our outreach 
source. Please bring any 
food item(s) to church and 
place in the box located on 
the altar.

We are on the Internet 
http://www.glen-

daleumc-everett.org 
Glendale United 

Methodist Church
Pastor David Jackson 

392 Ferry Street (across 
from Glendale Towers) 
Please enter the church 
by the driveway on 

Walnut Street
617-387-2916 

PastorDavidJack-
son58@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to          

2 p.m. Other times by 
appointment.

Grace Anglican Epis-
copal Church is open and 
welcoming to all.

There are two services 
on Sundays: 10 a.m. En-
glish, 1 p.m. South Suda-
nese Dinka

Come all and let us 
walk together in this sea-

son of hope, renewal and 
new beginnings. 

Grace Anglican 
Episcopal Church
67 Norwood Street, 

Everett, MA
Church Phone 

617-387-7526 or 
617-389-5765

Grace Anglican Episcopal Church
News and Notes

Mystic Side Congrega-
tional Church is located 
in Everett, on Malden-Ev-
erett border, at 422 Main 
Street. We offer a warm, 
inviting atmosphere, and 
all are welcome.  Our Sun-
day Church service starts 
at 10:30 a.m. and Commu-
nion is offered on the first 
Sunday of each month.   A 
very pleasant coffee hour 

and socializing follow our 
services.   Parking is avail-
able in our lot next to the 
church on Wyllis Ave. (one 
way off Main Street).   We 
look forward to welcoming 
you this Sunday.

Mystic Side 
Congregational Church

422 Main Street
Everett, MA

Mystic Side Congregational Church
News and Notes

Glendale Christian Lighthouse Church
News and Notes

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Worship service.  

Weds. hour of Power, 
worship, prayer and Bible 
Study, via Zoom. 

“Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human mas-
ters,” Colossians 3:23

“In Pursuit of Spiritual 
Excellence”

Righteousness, Godli-
ness, Faith, Love, Truth

GLENDALE 
CHRISTIAN 

LIGHTHOUSE 
CHURCH 

701 BROADWAY
EVERETT, 

MASSACHUSETTS 
02149

617-387-7458
Rev. Larry Russi, Sr. 

Pastor
pastorlarry@

thelighthousechurch701.net

Church at the Well Ev-
erett is a new church for 
Everett. Check us out on 
Facebook at www.face-
book.com/churchforever-
ett to view weekly devo-
tions and updates, visit us 
at www.foreverett.church 

to sign up for our news-
letter and see how we can 
help you, or connect with 
the Everett Community 
Aid Network at www.ev-
erettcan.com to request 
any additional help.

Church at the Well Everett
News and Notes

Our Parish Staff: Rev. 
Joseph Chacha Marwa, 
S.M.A. Administrator, 
Rev. Gustavo Buccilli 
S.M.A Parochial Vicar, 
Barbara Canon Secretary, 
Parish Secretary. 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
ate the Immaculate Con-
ception Parish is as fol-
lows: 

1: Monday-Saturday at 
7:00a.m. in the Chapel. 

2: Saturday at 4:00p.m. 
(Sunday Vigil) and at 
7:30p.m. Vietnamese 
Mass Upper Church. 

3: Sunday at 7:00a.m. 
and 10:00a.m. English 
Masses. At 12:00p.m. 
Spanish Mass and 
4:00p.m. Haitian Creole 
Mass. 

4: Confessions are on 
Saturdays from 3:00-3:45 

at the Confession Boots in 
the Chapel, and at 11:15 
a.m. 12:00p.m. in Span-
ish. 

5: Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament at the 
Chapel on Thursday from 
7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Bring a Book buy a 
Book a new Fundraiser 
Program at the back of 
the Church. All books are 
a dollar. Any money col-
lected goes to our Stain 
Glass Fund. You are most 
invited to make a donation 
for this course. Most wel-
come to worship with us 
on Sunday and weekdays. 
Thank You. 

Immaculate Conception 
Parish 

489, Broadway, 
Everett MA 02149 Phone 

Call 6173895660

CHURCH News

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

2015 Hyundai Sonata - 130K miles, 
well maintained, new brakes, new 
rotors, new battery. $7000. Please call 
for more details. 857-417-5967
2/29

AUTO FOR SALE DEADLINES: For classified line 
ads, deadlines are Monday by 4 
p.m. Call 781-485-0588
------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great Results? Call 
our classified department. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the ad to 
781-485-1403

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.
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I am excited to see the 
next chapter unfold and 
the positive impact it 
will undoubtedly bring to 
communities throughout 
Greater Boston.”

Acquired by EBNHC 
in 2020, the South End 
Community Health Cen-
ter, with an equally rich 
legacy, will also embrace 
the new name, Neigh-
borHealth, in June of this 
year.

“In the 1960s, I saw 
firsthand the urgent need 
for community-based pri-
mary care in the South 
End and was fortunate 
to join forces with an in-
credible group of people 
who shared my vision 
for justice in healthcare. 
For me, NeighborHealth 
symbolizes a renewed 
dedication to serve our 
communities with com-
passion and sensitivity, 
something we need now 
more than ever,” said Dr. 
Gerald Hass, co-founder 
of the South End Commu-
nity Health Center.

Responding to com-
munity feedback, EBN-
HC worked with patients, 
staff, and community 

leaders across the Bos-
ton area to arrive at a 
name that best unified the 
health systems’ breadth 
of services across multi-
ple campuses. The new 
brand, NeighborHealth, 
will align the health sys-
tem’s visual identity with 
its mission and vision to 
deliver a healthcare expe-
rience that is compassion-
ate, person-centric, cul-
turally relevant, and most 
importantly – accessible 
to all.

Undergoing the offi-
cial name change in June 
2024, the soon-to-be 
NeighborHealth will con-
tinue to be a staple in Bos-
ton’s diverse communities 
by leveraging its core val-
ues:

• With community: We 
don’t just serve commu-
nities; we belong to them. 
We understand the lives 
of our patients because 
they’re deeply intercon-
nected with our own; and 
that’s why we can address 
complex needs and cultur-
al nuances. We’re more 
than providers; we’re 
neighbors.

• Open to all: Too many 

people face barriers to re-
ceiving high-quality care 
due to disparities associ-
ated with race, cultural 
background, or economic 
status. As a communi-
ty-focused health system, 
we are committed to elim-
inating these barriers to 
provide the right care to 
everyone who needs it, no 
matter who they are.

• Beyond the clinic: 
We know that health care 
doesn’t start or end in 
the exam room. The fact 
is, where and how peo-
ple live can have a pro-
found impact on health 
outcomes and wellbeing. 
That’s why we take a ho-
listic approach to care, 
working with community 
partners to engage people 
in the community before 
they become patients at 
our clinics.

• A valued team: A 
healthful workplace is 
essential to great patient 
care. That’s why we are 
committed to the wellbe-
ing of our team, building a 
safe and supportive space 
where staff are recognized 
and valued for their work, 
and patients are treat-

ed based on their unique 
needs by providers they 
trust.

• Better care: We bring 
compassionate, high-qual-
ity care to communities 
across Greater Boston. 
Community, however, is 
not just a place where care 
happens – it’s a healthful 
state we all should aspire 
to. We live longer, health-
ier lives in community, 
with those who know and 
care about us. That’s why 
we believe that care in 
community is better. And 
that’s what we’re here to 
champion.

Patients and partners 
seeking additional infor-
mation about the upcom-
ing rebrand, please visit 
ebnhc.org.

East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center is one 
of the nation’s largest Fed-
erally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs) and the 
largest community-based 
primary care health sys-
tem in Massachusetts, 
serving over 120,000 
people and recognized by 
the Health Resources and 
Services Administration 
(HRSA) as a National 

Quality Leader. For more 
than 50 years, EBNHC 
has offered access to com-
prehensive primary care, 
specialty care and emer-
gency care for patients in 
the Commonwealth. In 
a first-of-its-kind merger 
in 2020, EBNHC joined 
forces with the South End 
Community Health Cen-
ter and expanded services 
to patients who live and 
work in Boston’s South 
End and Roxbury neigh-
borhoods.

EBNHC champions 
innovative care models 
to actively bridge health 
equity gaps in our low-in-
come and immigrant com-
munities with services 
unique from other health 
care providers in our state. 

In addition to primary and 
specialty care, EBNHC 
operates Massachusetts’ 
only satellite Emergency 
Department, which is the 
fourth busiest ED in Bos-
ton and is co-located with 
advanced radiology, in-
cluding CT scan services, 
same-day Behavioral 
Health Urgent Care and 
an integrated pharmacy. 
Today, EBNHC remains 
dedicated to promoting 
and sustaining healthy 
communities, families, 
and individuals both in 
and out of the exam room 
by providing accessible, 
person-centered, compas-
sionate, and high-quality 
health care services. For 
more information, visit 
www.ebnhc.org

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Those of us who cook 
have a roster of dishes we 
make more often than oth-
ers. When you dine in or 
have takeout from a favor-
ite restaurant, you proba-
bly have a few dishes you 
usually order. If you or 
your eaters find the love 
for a long-time favorite 
fading, it may be time to 
switch it up.

Salad Revision
We often add a favorite 

arugula and grilled shrimp 
salad to our order at Piat-
tini on Newbury Street. 
Penny has made it at home 
several times, but it has yet 
to measure up to the orig-
inal. She just can’t dupli-
cate the restaurant’s great 
balsamic salad dressing. 
However, she made an ex-
cellent replacement salad 
by switching things up. 

Penny replaced the 
shrimp with grilled sweet 
chili salmon, the dried 
cranberries with unsweet-
ened dried cherries, and 

candied pecans with roast-
ed pecans. Finally, she 
created a salad dressing 
from the remains of the 
sweet chili glaze from the 
salmon.

It was not just delicious 
but seasonal with win-
ter fruits and nuts. It was 
healthier, with less sugar 
and higher omega-3 fatty 
acids. It was not as ex-
pensive since it used less 
costly fish and pantry in-
gredients. We’re already 
talking about switching up 
this salad for spring, sum-
mer, and fall using season-
al ingredients and seafood 
from ​farmers’ markets. 

Another way to change 
a salad like this is to take 
your inspiration from a 
different culture or food 
preference. It could be-
come Asian and vegan 
with grilled tofu, shiitake 
mushrooms, crispy shal-
lots, and a ginger sesame 
vinaigrette.

How Restaurants Do It
Some items stay, with-

out change, on restaurant 

menus forever and are 
sorely missed when they 
disappear, such as the leg-
endary Hamersley’s roast 
chicken. However, many 
chefs find ways to freshen 
their menus with seasonal 
flourishes. 

For example, one of our 
neighborhood hangouts, 
Little Whale, keeps Ed’s 
favorites, swordfish, and 
haddock, on the menu. 
However, as the seasons 
change, the sauces and 
sides offered with these 
standbys are adapted to use 
seasonal ingredients. This 
winter, a side of marble 
potatoes and roasted fen-
nel, sauced with a country 
mustard beurre blanc, has 
Penny ordering swordfish 
and wishing that side was 
offered by itself.

Another option for 
home cooks and restaurant 
chefs is to change their 
regular menu to include 
seasonal ingredients in-
tentionally. The local as-
paragus season is so short 
that we will incorporate 
it into our meals many 

times a week. We might 
roast it along with some 
chicken on a sheet pan. 
Sometimes, we peel it into 
ribbons to create a fennel 
and asparagus salad that 
we only eat in spring. In 
winter, we surround that 
chicken with roasted root 
vegetables.

Change something as 
routine as “Taco Tuesday” 
by brainstorming for oth-
er fillings. The taco is just 
the carrier for the meal. 
You could choose an Ital-
ian sausage, pepper, and 

onion taco or a pizza taco. 
Consider ordering from a 
different taco shop if your 
tacos are take-out. There 
are dozens of discussions 
online about the best of 
any food category in the 
area.

Photos Are Reminders
One good thing about 

taking photos of our food 
is that we can check back 
at what we ate at home 
and when dining out this 
time of year. A glance at 
your pictures from the fall 

and winter could remind 
you of a great truffle ravi-
oli you had in the past. 

Check your photos for 
meals you’ve enjoyed. 
Look at current restaurant 
menus that use local food 
well and be inspired to try 
a new take on an old fa-
vorite. 

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

Fresh and Local

Switch it up!

Our spicy grilled salmon, dried cherry, and pecan version of an arugula salad is a favorite 
busy-day meal.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by 
McGarvey Towing of 1481 
Broadway Saugus, MA, 
pursuant to the provi-
sions of Mass G.L c. 255, 
Section 39A, that they 
will sell the following 
abandoned vehicles on 
or after March 14, 2024 
beginning at 10:00 am 
by private or public sale 
to satisfy their garage 
keeper’s lien for towing, 
storage, and notices of 
sale. Vehicles are being 
stored at McGarvey 
Towing:
1. 2020 Honda Civic VIN 
SHHFK7H68LU414623
2. 2008 Infiniti FX35 VIN 
JNRAS08W68X207258
3. 2010 Infiniti G37x VIN 
JN1CV6EL2AM150340
Signed

Stephen McGarvey
Owner, McGarvey Towing
2/28, 3/6, 3/13
EV

LEGAL NOTICE
Surplus Office Furniture

Everett Housing 
Authority, Everett MA

EHA is accepting bids for 
surplus office furniture. 
Specifically: 4 maroon 
visitor and 10 grey visitor 
chairs These items are 
available for inspection 
on 3/14/24 between 
10a.m. – 11a.m. at 
Everett Housing Authority 
393 Ferry Street, Everett, 
MA.  Please call for an 
appointment.  Items are 
sold “AS IS” without war-
ranties of any kind, and 
fitness for a particular 
purpose. Items are sold 
as a group and will not 

be divided. Bids are due 
at 11 a.m. 3/14/24. 
Item must be removed 
from EHA property once 
payment is accepted. 
EHA will not deliver these 
items. Payment must 
be made at the time of 
pick-up in the form of 
Bank Check or Money 
Order. The surplus supply 
will be awarded to the re-
sponsive bidder offering 
the highest price for the 
items. The EHA reserves 
the right to reject any 
and all bids and dispose 
of the item through a 
negotiated sale, provided 
that the negotiated sale 
price is higher than the 
highest bid received from 
a responsive bidder. 
Please call our office at 
617-387-6389.

3/6/24
EV

LEGAL NOTICE

Rebrand //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Schools //   CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the effort with January’s 
“Resiliency” award pre-
sentation, in which six stu-
dents were recognized in 
Principal Dennis Lynch’s 
office.

February’s celebration 

was moved to the EHS 
Library and was expand-
ed to honor 13 students. 
Ms. Whitson introduced 
the students, and Mr. 
McGowan read the nom-
inations written by their 

teachers.
The nominating teach-

ers wrote descriptions 
about the students, which 
were read by Mr. Mc-
Gowan. The recipients re-
ceived colorful certificates 

and Target gift cards.
Also new this month: 

the teachers who nominat-
ed students were entered 
into a raffle for an EHS 
blanket. This month’s 
winner was Mark Canilas.

would inform them of 
their right to review the 
curriculum or opt their 
child out of some or all of 
the lessons.  

Building on the DESE 
education framework

The Healthy Youth Act 
would codify into law the 
health education frame-
work approved by DESE 
last year, which is current-
ly only a voluntary guide-
line for school districts in 
the Commonwealth.

If passed, the legisla-
tion would strengthen the 
impact of the new health 
education framework and 
create standards for sex 
and relationship curricula 
in public schools.

The Healthy Youth 
Act would require the 
DESE to collect data on 

sex and relationship ed-
ucation taught in public 
schools and require DESE 
to review and update the 
framework at least every 
ten years to ensure the sex 
and relationship education 
guidelines remain com-
prehensive and are meet-
ing the needs of students.

The bill has the support 
of a broad coalition of ed-
ucation and LGBTQ+ ad-
vocates around the state.

“Today’s vote affirms 
what we already know – a 
strong majority of people 
in Massachusetts, includ-
ing most parents, want 
young people to receive 
sex and relationship edu-
cation at school,” said Ja-
mie Klufts, co-chair of the 
Healthy Youth Coalition. 
“We are deeply grateful 

to the entire Senate, in-
cluding Senate President 
Spilka, Senate Ways and 
Means Chair Rodrigues, 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader DiDomenico, for 
believing in the Healthy 
Youth Act once again. We 
look forward to working 
with the House to pass 
the Healthy Youth Act this 
session so that the state’s 
exciting new Health 
and Physical Education 
Framework can reach its 
full potential and do the 
most to support our stu-
dents and teachers.”

“Ensuring that Massa-
chusetts schools are plac-
es where all students feel 
safe and supported––no 
exceptions––has never 
been so urgent,” said Jac-
lyn Friedman, Executive 

Director of EducateUS 
and Chair of the Healthy 
Youth Coalition. “The 
type of sex and relation-
ship education provided 
for by the Healthy Youth 
Act is proven to protect 
young people against bul-
lying, abuse, and feelings 
of isolation. We applaud 
the Senate’s steadfast and 
timely commitment to 
young people across Mas-
sachusetts.”

“We are excited to 
learn that, once again, 
the Healthy Youth Act 
has passed the Senate,” 
said Shaplaie Brooks, 
Executive Director of the 
Massachusetts Commis-
sion on LGBTQ+ Youth. 
“This tells us that the 
number one priority for 
the Senate is comprehen-

sive, intersectional, and 
medically-accurate health 
education for students in 
the Commonwealth. With 
this win, we believe that 
the Senate has weighed 
the pros and cons of this 
life-saving legislation, and 
ultimately centered the 
importance of cultivating 
a safe environment for stu-
dents to engage a modern 
curriculum that reflects 
the issues they face ev-
ery day and answers their 
questions about healthy 
relationships––rooted in 
consent. The Commission 
believes that the House 
understands the same, and 
urges it to take up this bill 
immediately. We are at 
a pivotal moment in our 
Commonwealth’s history 
where we have a chance 

for all youth including 
LGBTQ youth to receive 
critical information that 
can equip them with the 
tools to keep themselves 
safe, be a safe person in 
their relationships, un-
derstand the risks and red 
flags specific to their com-
munities, and have the au-
tonomy to make informed 
decisions based on the 
power of knowledge and 
not fear.”

This is the fifth consec-
utive session during which 
the Senate has adopted 
similar legislation.

 The bill now heads to 
the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives for 
consideration.

Update //   CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Region //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
A LOOK AT EXCELLENCE IN 

THE EVERETT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The five new mem-
bers of the Everett School 
Committee visited four 
schools last week, giving 
them the chance to meet 
building leaders and ed-
ucators and see the great 
work that is being done 
throughout the district ev-
ery day.

Robin Babcock, Mar-
garet Cornelio, Joseph 
D’Onofrio, Joanna Gar-
ren, and Samantha Hurley 
toured the Adams School 

(Pre-Kindergarten), La-
fayette School (K-8), 
Webster School (K-5), 
and Everett High School 
(EHS) on Friday, Febru-
ary 9, 2024. Superinten-
dent William Hart accom-
panied the members on 
the tours, which were led 
by principals.

Thanks to Adams 
School Head Teacher 
Laurie Stokes, Lafayette 
Principal Dave Brady, 
Webster Principal Chris 

Barrett, and EHS Princi-
pal Dennis Lynch for lead-
ing the tours and engaging 
the School Committee 
members in engaging dis-
cussions. And thanks to 
the many teachers who 
opened their classroom 
doors.

The day concluded at 
EHS, where the School 
Committee members were 
treated to lunch made by 
the Culinary Arts Depart-
ment.

New School Committee members 
visit EPS Schools

From left: School Committee members Robin Babcock, Samantha Hurley, Margaret Corne-
lio, Joseph D’Onofrio, and Joanna Garren, Adams School Head Teacher Laurie Stokes, and 
Superintendent William Hart.

Superintendent William Hart and Everett High School Principal Dennis Lynch are pictured 
with School Committee members Joseph D’Onofrio, Robin Babcock, Samantha Hurley, 
Margaret Cornelio, and Chairwoman Jeanne Cristiano.

Seated, from left: School Committee members Joseph D’Onofrio, Samantha Hurley, 
Margaret Cornelio, and Robin Babcock. Standing, from left: Lafayette School Assistant 
Principal Steven Venezia, Superintendent William Hart, Lafayette Principal Dave Brady, 
and Lafayette Assistant Principal Alessandro Cornelio.

Conveniently located On The Blue Line
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MADNESS

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-cil listened intently Mon-day night as Brian Dakin, construction manager for the new Revere High School project, gave a de-tailed presentation on all aspects of the project, from the timeline for design and construction, to the costs, and the three construction options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide presentation to comple-ment his remarks. For the parents of schoolchildren watching at home, it had to be breathtaking to view the incredible plans for the potential $394 million project. State reimburse-ment would be about $163 million.
“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo announced Revere will ob-serve Martin Luther King Day with “A Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.”, a multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between Revere Public Schools and the City’s Human Rights Commission that will fea-ture music, discussion, and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-vere  and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Council-or Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first wom-an and the first person of color to represent the dis-trict.  
“I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to 
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Council hears presentation on new Revere High School project

Arrigo announces grant program to support local businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new 
Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY CENTERS
Cambridge Health Al-liance (CHA) Women’s Health Centers have a new name. All three cen-ters in Cambridge, Somer-ville and Revere are now called CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers. CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers fo-cus on providing safe and equitable gynecological, reproductive health as well as prenatal and post-natal care. “We care about all of our patients, every day,” said Kate Harney, MD, CHA’s chief of ob-stetrics and gynecology. In 2021, CHA’s Labor, Delivery and Postpar-tum services were named among the top 100 in the country by Newsweek magazine. This recogni-tion, along with a Leap-frog A grade and distin-guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying 

or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling 

agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for 

you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur508.677.5570Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public playground at the Susan B Anthony Complex was empty, filled with snow, instead of playful students Friday morning as Thursday evening’s storm continued to blanket the City Friday morning. 
Shown right, a resident awaits an Uber in the snow.Shown below, early morning on Union Street as the snow starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes Senator-Elect Edwards following election

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional Vocational High School Committee member An-thony Caggiano is urging Revere residents to vote on Jan. 25 in favor of the new high school project that is being planned for the current site in Wake-field.
The referendum will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the St. Anthony’s Church bingo hall. New Elections Commissioner Paul Fahey will oversee the election in Revere. The other 11 com-munities in the district will also be voting on Jan. 25.“The vibes that [North-east] Supt. David DiBarri and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is that they seem very sup-portive of the building of a new [Northeast] high school,” said Caggiano.Caggiano said con-struction costs for the new school would be $317 million, of which the state reimbursement is $141 million. He said that Re-vere’s share of the project would be approximately $1.8 million per year for 20 years.
“The new high school would be built on top of the hill on the Northeast campus where the football field [Breakheart Stadium] is,” said Caggiano. “Once construction is finished, the old school would be demolished. We would then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old school.”
The new Northeast Re-gional high school would have an enrollment of 1,600 students, an increase from the current enroll-ment of 1,300 students.“Revere currently has the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-rigo and the Revere De-partment of Planning and Community Develop-ment (DPCD) announced $415,000 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to es-tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-gram is aimed at microen-terprises and aims to help those small entrepreneurs as they withstand the con-tinued pressures of operat-ing in a COVID environ-ment. Micro-enterprises are defined as businesses 
See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 
rising number of COVID 
cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 
towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 
we all enjoyed over the 
summer months. 

According to the Direc-
tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 
Clinical Services

Meredith Hurley, RN, 
MPH, the weekly positive 
test rate jumped 82 percent 
when comparing the week 
ending January 1 with the 
week ending December 25.

For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 
residents were tested for 
COVID and 15.8 percent 
were found to be positive. 
This was an 82 percent 
spike from the 8.7 percent 
that tested positive the 
week prior. 

Six percent more resi-
dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 
January 1 so it seems the 
Omnicron variant, which 
makes up nearly all new 
cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 
town. 

The number of con-
firmed cases jumped from 
280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 
Committee met on Jan. 10, 
where the dominant theme 
of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 
to be attended by newly 
elected Town Council Pres. 
James Letterie and School 
Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 
Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 
and members Gus Martucci 
and Suzanne Swope.

Supt. Lisa Howard con-
gratulated and welcomed 
the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-
ed a level of student and 
staff absences never before 
seen in the district. The 
town had predicted a spike 
due to holiday gatherings, 
especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 
rise, but nothing like this.

On Monday, Jan. 3, the 
district was missing 446 
students (almost a quarter 
of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 
While the student absences 
seemed to level off in the 
following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 
$5,000 grant award from 
East Boston Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation for 
FKO’s scholarship program 
to cover tuition costs for 
families in need.

“We are extremely grate-
ful for this generous grant 
which expanded access to 
safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 
for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 
FKO Executive Director. 
100% of grant funding was 
used to provide scholarship 
assistance that allows low 
and moderate income and 
at-risk school-aged youth 
from Winthrop access to 
quality out-of-school time 
enrichment.

FKO collaborates with 
Winthrop Public Schools 
and other community and 
government partners to 
design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 
of local youth. Through its 
longstanding contract with 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 
and Care, FKO provides 
low-income families with 
subsidized programming 
and through its contract 
with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 
Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 
of abuse or neglect, living 
in foster care, or exposed 
to trauma. Together, these 
collaborations help FKO 
connect Winthrop youth to 
safe, healthy enrichment 
opportunities.

With this generous fund-
ing from the East Boston 
Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent
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Offered by: Dan ClucasDan Clucas
(617) 548-7716 30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 
2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 
appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 
dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 
prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 
home in one of the most beautiful 
tree-lined streets in East Milton. 
This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 
street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 
space is yours in this beautifully 
renovated single-family home 
on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens
617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 
home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 
This home features 15 rooms, 7 
bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 
throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 
of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000
Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 
the Street from the Ocean 
with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 
rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 
so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 
Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 
lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 
garage! This home features 
10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 
full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET
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See SCHOOL COMM. Page 3
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TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 
Terence Delehanty and the 
Town of Winthrop wish 
to provide residents with 
an update on property tax 
bills.

Due to a software er-
ror, third-quarter tax bills 
displayed a 2021 assessed 
value on tax bills rather 
than the 2022 values they 
should have displayed. 
However, the amount due 
listed on individual bills is 
correct.

The Town of Winthrop 
has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 
caused by this error, and 
encourage residents to 
reach out if they have any 
questions,” Delehanty said. 
“However, they should 
rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 
WPS sees historic 
staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.
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FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 
Episcopal Church on 
Bowdoin Street may have 
showed signs of a wintery 
cold day on the outside, but 
all are warmly welcomed 
inside.
Shown right, Matteo Cantu 
was out with his dad Dane, 
building a snow castle.
Shown below, residents 
make their way Winthrop’s 
boat launching ramp for a 
boat ride. See more photos 
on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise

T h e  N o r T h  e N d
T h e  N o r T h  e N d
T h e  N o r T h  e N d
T h e  N o r T h  e N dr e g i o N a l  r e v i e w

r e g i o N a l  r e v i e w
r e g i o N a l  r e v i e w

J A N U A RY  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2

E M A I L :  D E B @ T H E B O S T O N S U N . C O M

W W W. N O RT H E N D R E G I O N A L R E V I E W. C O M

E D I T O R @ R E V E R E J O U R N A L . C O M

PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER THURSDAY

By John Lynds 
The COVID 19 virus continues to spread across the North End and the surrounding area with 2 out of every 10 residents tested for the virus last week turning out to be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate citywide as Boston hospitals deal with the latest surge. According to the weekly report released Monday by the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC), 3,278     North End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End and Downtown residents were tested and 22 percent were posi-tive. This was a 46 percent increase from the 15.1 percent that tested positive between December 27 and January 3. The weekly positive test rate is up 127 percent in the area since December 27. Seven hundred twenty-one additional residents have been infected with the virus between January 3 and January 10 and the total number of cases in the area increased to 6,419 cases overall since the pandemic began.
(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make 

a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston 

Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.
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By John Lynds
Tuesday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to represent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cambridge, Revere and Winthrop for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house cleaners can write laws: they know as workers, as women, as immigrants and people of color, about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government needs to do more to guarantee their rights and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what it’s like to be unable to afford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)Area’s COVID positive test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now Senator-Elect Edwards

Special to the Journal

The City of Lynn Planning De-partment announces the member-ship of the Vision Lynn Steering Committee, which will guide the community engagement for the City’s first ever comprehensive plan, Vision Lynn. The Commit-tee’s 34 members will assist the Planning Department in design-ing a robust, inclusive, year-long community conversation about Lynn’s future and ensuring the final document is consistent with the feedback collected. 
The Steering Committee is predominantly made up of com-munity members, but will also be joined by two Councilors (to be announced) and Planning Board Chair Bob Stilian. Several rep-resentatives from City staff will also participate, including Lynn Public Schools Superintendent Patrick Tutwiler, Director of Elder Services Christopher Go-mez-Farewell, Diversity, Eq-uity and Inclusion Coordinator Faustina Cuevas, and represen-

tatives from the Mayor’s Office, the Economic Development and Industrial Corporation/Lynn (EDIC/Lynn), and Lynn Hous-ing Authority and Neighborhood Development (LHAND). A full list of Steering Committee mem-bers is available below and on the project website, LynnInCom-mon.com/Vision-Lynn.
The Steering Committee mem-bers each bring rich connections to the community and unique perspectives. As a whole, the Committee speaks 11 languages and a majority identify as people of color. There are also repre-

sentatives who are foreign-born, lifelong Lynners, members of the LGBQTIA+ community, par-ents, elders, youth, and residents of each ward.
Establishing the Steering Committee is the first major step in the creation of Lynn’s first comprehensive plan, which was a key priority for Former Mayor Thomas McGee from the begin-ning of his administration. “We have been able to put together a diverse, talented Steering Com-mittee with deep community 
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MARIO REAL ESTATE

SELLERSCall us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla EspanolFalo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 

February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 

February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

GRAND OPENING

Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Rincon Macorisano with State Rep. Peter Capano, Ward 3 Councilor Coco Alinsug, Mayor Jared Nicholson, NSLBA President Frances Martinez, and Rincon owners, Teresa and Basilio Encarnacion. See Page 5 for more photos.

City announces Vision Lynn Steering Committee

Please see COMMITTEE Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Michelle Roach of Lynn, head coach of the Peabody High School girls hockey team, has been selected as the MIAA Coach of the Year for the 2020-21 season.
“It’s quite the honor to re-ceive,” Roach humbly told the Lynn Journal this week.
Roach is an alumna of St. Mary’s High School where she was the captain of the first-ever girls hockey team in the 2001-02 season. She also served as an assistant hockey coach at St. Mary’s and was inducted into the St. Mary’s Varsity Club Hall of Fame in 2016.

St. Mary’s Director of Athlet-ics Jeff Newhall congratulated his fellow alumnus on receiving the esteemed statewide honor.
“We in the St. Mary’s com-munity congratulate Michelle on receiving this prestigious award from the MIAA,” said Newhall. “Michelle was an outstanding 

player and assistant coach in our girls hockey program and con-tinues to be a great role model for student-athletes. We wish her continued success in her profes-sional career and coaching en-deavors.”
Following her outstanding ca-reer at St. Mary’s, Roach went on to play three seasons in the St. Michael’s College women’s 

Michelle Roach named 
MIAA Girls Hockey 
Coach of the Year

Please see ROACH  Page 7

Michelle Roach.

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 
Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 
Army watches over Everett 
as the snow falls last Friday 
morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do without. Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to Colombia’s vibrant cul-ture, colors, sounds and dense natural scenery. For this mural at Ashley and Boardman, Ortiz took both of these factors and put them down taking nature’s elements from Eastie.This is not the first time Redgate has com-missioned local artists for work in the commu-nity. The developer hired cross-medium artist Mia Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting which is the signature feature of Addison Street project’s lobby.  Cross, a Boston-based artist who is originally from Framingham – has been featured in numer-ous galleries and exhibits throughout New England and New York, and her work lives in private col-lections throughout Eu-rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in Orient Heights knows the area near the Marty Pino Community Center where Ashley Street dumps out onto Boardman can be a dangerous area for pedes-trians and motorists. With a community cen-ter and neighboring Noyes Park hosting hundreds of children each week once the weather gets warm the city has heard enough complaints about the in-tersection to begin trying something different. Since last March the Boston Transportation Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic calming measures includ-ing installing permanent traffic cones to demon-strate the city’s plan to transform the triangular intersection into a more user friendly area for mo-torists and pedestrians. Recently, Redgate, the developers of the 230-unit apartment community on Addison Street, teamed up with the City of Bos-ton’s Tactical Urbanism Initiative to create a safer intersection at Ashley and Boardman streets.Redgate commissioned celebrated Colombian art-ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-fic cones into a work of art. 
Ortiz’s now completed mural incorporates imag-ery of native wildlife from Belle Isle Marsh into a public art piece for all to enjoy while drawing atten-tion to the traffic calming measures that have been deployed by the city. The commissioning of Ortiz was part of a com-munity benefits mitigation package in connection with Redgate’s Addison Street project and was funded through the Addi-son project in collabora-tion with the tactical ur-banism initiative 

“The place we have created at Addison is very welcoming and hopefully inspiring to the artist com-munity, and these won-derful pieces of public art reflect that idea,” said Da-mian Szary, a Principal at Redgate. “Felipe’s street mural not only has created great beauty for all of East Boston to appreciate, but it will actually contribute to improved public safety at the Ashley and Boardman intersection.”Ortiz’s unique murals are a fusion of artistic themes representing the urban scenery from the U.S., its vast landscape, and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston Licensing Board approved plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ restaurant on the corner of Border and Decatur Street inside a commercial space created by NOAH (East Boston Neighborhood of Affordable Housing) as part of its Coppersmith Village project. According to the pro-posal before the Licensing Board last week, Pearl & Lime Restaurant, which will be managed and part-ly owned  by lifelong East-ie resident Vanik Hacopi-an, plans to obtain a seven day all alcoholic license for the planned 3,626 square foot restaurant. At-torney Andrew Upton told the board his clients plan to create 3,071 square feet inside and an additional 555 square foot season-al outdoor patio with 40 seats. Upton said the patio would close by 10 a.m. but the indoor portion of the restaurant would remain open until 1 a.m. “Pearl and Lime is a fresh pan-Latin concept with neighborhood price points and a commit-

ment to being part of the community,” said Upton. “Fresh food and a com-fortable modern atmo-sphere and decor will be the calling cards of this new neighborhood restau-rant. The character and fitness of this applicant is clear. This is the team that’s behind Pearl and Lime in Quincy and are a family friendly, fresh pan-Latin concept that has become a neighborhood fixture and has had no vio-lations or complaints from their neighbors. They’ve proven this concept and are excited about this East Boston location. Further their landlord, NOAH, has chosen this team due to their sensitivity to the res-idents, the neighbors and the community.”The planned restaurant approved last week re-ceived support from City Councilor Lydia Edwards and Rep. Adrian Madaro as well as the Maverick Square Neighborhood As-sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to repre-sent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house clean-ers can write laws: they know as workers, as wom-en, as immigrants and people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and they know when our gov-ernment needs to do more to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-ford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s rent, to live each day breathing in air pol-lution and to worry about tomorrow as the sea levels continue to rise. Together, with our pain and purpose, we will fight for laws and the social conditions that protect people, communi-ties and our planet. I am excited for the journey ahead.”
The election took place across the district during Tuesday’s frigid state gen-eral election and included Wards and Precincts in Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-jtop, the North End, Bea-con Hill, Bay Village, Chinatown, the South End and Cambridgeport. With no Republican challenger on the ballot Edwards’s win was all but guaranteed Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-vere School Committee member Anthony D’Am-brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik Hacopian talks about his new restaurant concept at last week’s Licensing Board hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 
on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 
on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3
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The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 
beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 
Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 
(right) listens as Eugene 
O’Flaherty reads a proc-
lamation honoring the 
Rev. Healy’s outstanding 
service to the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home where he 
served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge
Just a few weeks ago, Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, Peru, where he cared for indige-nous residents in a makeshift clinic in an abandoned warehouse with-out modern tools or electricity.  Making the best of rudimentary resources, he and his team pushed three chairs together to form an exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to provide expert medical care to local patients, many of whom are migrant workers and families of the remote villages in Central and South America.  Seeing firsthand the disparities in healthcare access and technology in non-industrial-ized countries has inspired the pri-mary care sports medicine doctor to do more.
“The nearest hospital for most people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough to have transportation,” says Dr. Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians Group doctor who was introduced to the volunteer program when working as an urgent care phy-sician in New York City several years ago. “In these remote com-munities, we see a lot of dietary, skeletal and muscular issues. We bring what supplies and medica-tions we can with us, but it never feels like enough. More volunteers are needed to meet people where they live and provide the care these residents need to survive.” Dr. Mulroy typically sees patients at the North Shore Physicians Group practice in Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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charlestown

CnC CORnERThe Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development 

Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, 

at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences 

building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will 

be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 

Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow 

Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) will be hosting a virtual Impact Advisory Group (IAG) meet-ing on the Draft Project Impact Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic Avenue project. The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19 from  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-1Kh to participate. However, the BPDA advised that this meeting will be different from that of a traditional com-munity meeting. As part of the development review process, IAG members work closely with BPDA staff to identify the impacts of a project and recommend appro-priate community benefits to off-set those impacts. IAG meetings prioritize discussion between the developer and IAG members.Developers looking to convert a 60,089 square foot parcel in an industrial corner of Charlestown between Sullivan Square and Somerville into a 25-story mixed-use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning and Development Agency in November. 
The filing for the project at 1 Mystic Ave. triggered a public comment period under the BPDA’s Article 80 Large Project Review and residents can submit com-ments until January 26 at http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/one-mys-tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project Notification Form (PNF) with the BPDA back in January the devel-opers, One Mystic Owner, have made changes to the project after meetings with the community and BPDA. 
When the developer filed its PNF, they looked to construct 695 residential units in a 29 story building with ground food com-mercial space. The updated plans look to construct a 478,880-gross-square-foot, 25-story building with 639 units on the site cur-rently occupied by the BellSimons Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on Sullivan Square project

(Peru Pg. 8)

(BPDA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn 
of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 
administration, as well as amid 
an influx of new blood into the 
City Council.

 “I’m really proud of my 
new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 
They really care about the city 
and their neighborhoods. And 
I’m equally proud of the current 
councilors and look forward to 
a productive term working with 
Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 
was unanimously voted in as the 
new council president for a two-
year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 
to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy is bringing back a won-
derful reason to visit the Emer-
ald Necklace parks this winter. 
“Lights in the Necklace” is a 
unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 
beginning February 1 and con-
tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 
trees, in the Emerald Necklace 
will be awash with an emerald 
glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 
celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 
bring visitors together, inspire 
and light the way in challenging 
times. Enjoy the lighting on a 
series of iconic Emerald Neck-
lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 
daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmErald nEcklacE Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and 
District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments
By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 
press conference on January 10 
to provide updates on the public 
health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 
and Cass have been driven by a 
public health and housing-led 
approach,” Wu said, adding that 
the encampments “are not a safe 
or healthy place for anyone to be 
living.” 

There is no heat or running 
water and fires have broken out 
in the area as people attempt to 
stay warm.

With this week’s frigid weath-
er especially, there are “ongoing 
issues around frostbite and hypo-
thermia as temperatures drop,” 
Wu said. 

The Wu administration has 
surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/cass Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHYThe entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-
line set by Mayor Michelle 
Wu to clear out the homeless 
encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-
al meeting of the South End, 
Newmarket, Roxbury Working 
Group on Addiction, Recovery, 
and Homelessness on Tuesday, 
Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 
only temporarily remedy the 
problem and the encampments, 
along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(Working group Pg. 4)

By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 
Eliot School are fuming over the 
introduction of the so-called ‘10-
point’ penalty placed on some 
high performing Boston Public 
Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 
exam school like Boston Latin, 
Boston Latin Academy and the 
O’Bryant. 

The Eliot, which serves many 
students from Back Bay, Beacon 
Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 
to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(Eliot school Pg. 7)

T H E R E  A R E  N O  T I M E S  L I K E  T H E S E  T I M E S

The Beacon hill Times 
The Beacon hill Times 

J A N u A Ry  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2

By Dan MurphyAs the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn of 
Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-
istration, as well as amid an influx 
of new blood into the City Coun-
cil.

“I’m really proud of my new 
colleagues who just started and 
are off to a strong start. They real-
ly care about the city and their 
neighborhoods. And I’m equally 
proud of the current councilors 
and look forward to a productive 
term working with Mayor Wu,” 
said Flynn, who was unanimously 
voted in as the new council pres-
ident for a two-year term  by his 
fellow councilors during the City 
Council’s first meeting of the new 
year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-
topher A. Iannella Chamber. The Council’s five new mem-

bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian 
Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-
zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor 
Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-
or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and 
At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy 
on the Council after Wu was elect-
ed mayor, were on hand for their 
first City Council meeting after 
being sworn in only hours earlier 
at City Hall. 

“The new City Councilors 

BOOK YOUR POST ITCall Your 
Advertising Rep(781)485-0588

Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan MurphyAs the owner of Teddy’s on the 
Hill , which is set to open before 
the end of the month in the Bow-
doin Street space that was home 
for more than a century to The 
Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well 
aware that he has been entrusted 
with carrying on the legacy of a 
fabled Boston institution.“What we’re looking to accom-

plish when we open, first and 
foremost, is keeping the nostalgia 
of one of the most iconic spots in 
the city,” he said.  “And second, 
what can we do to give it a breath 
of fresh air for the neighborhood 
and everyone else?”Long before the inception of 

Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a 
more than 20-year veteran of the 
restaurant industry who most recently co-man-aged the now-shuttered Finn McCool’s in the Financial District, was already well acquainted with The Red Hat, which operated at 9 Bowdoin St. from 1907 until last June, as it was a popular destination for restaurant workers.

“I’ve been coming here for years,” said Nicholson. 
“Just being in the industry, it was 
one of the spots we always used to 
go come to after a game or some-
thing, so I had an idea of the what 
the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for 
ownership and thought what bet-
ter spot to do it in than one of the 
most iconic bars in Boston? “If you’re going to be a bear, 

you mind as well be a grizzly,” he 
added.

Working alongside Nicholson 
at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney 
Nunheimer, general manager, bev-
erage director, and self-described 
“jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER

This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently 

turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware 

Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him 

this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend 

with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

New City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on the Hill set to take over old Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL AND D. MURPHY
Above, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which 

will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside 
Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)undecorating continues this weekend!
We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-

day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank 

you to those volunteers who began the process last 

weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you 

decorated if possible or the poles near your home. 

We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the 

out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old 

tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA 

office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. 
Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black 

contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 
Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA 

Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs 
Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off 

Undecorating last weekend.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-ally on January 11 for a make-up December meeting, as there was not a quorum of council members to hold a meeting in December.The Council first heard a pre-sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A Centre St., which requested a change in closing hours as well as the removal of language about a shared valet
SEED Chief of Staff Tomas Gonzalez, as well as CEO April Arrasate were on hand to present the proposal and address com-ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s current hours are 11am to 8pm but their original proposal was for 10am to 10pm, so that is what they are proposing now. “We are trying to get in line with our competitors,” Arrasate said, adding that they believe the 
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By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District E13 of the Boston Police De-partment (BPD) hosted its first virtual police and community relations meeting of 2022. The monthly meeting, which is car-ried out virtually over Zoom, is an opportunity for members of the public to learn about local crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John Dougherty provides Part One crime data assembled by the Bos-ton Regional Intelligence Center. Part One crimes are the most se-rious, and don’t include offenses like vandalism, drug dealing or possession of firearms.Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-trito E13 del Departamento de Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó su primera reunión virtual de rel-aciones comunitarias y policiales de 2022. La reunión mensual, que se lleva a cabo virtualmente a través de Zoom, es una oportuni-dad para que los miembros del público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la aplicación de la ley.En cada reunión, el Sgto. John Dougherty proporciona datos so-bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-unidos por el Centro Regional de Inteligencia de Boston. Los delitos de la Parte Uno son los más graves y no incluyen el van-dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and many residents enjoyed their time outside  around Jamaica Pond (above) or fighting the cold with some hot coffee, (right) and, of course,  playing in the snow as can be seen on Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced this month the City of Boston, in collaboration with the Core Empowerment Social Justice Cannabis Museum in Jamaica Plain, will offer a series of free introductory informational ses-sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-ary 18 on the cannabis industry and entrepreneurship for those who intend to operate a cannabis business in the City of Boston. Wu said the objective of these January sessions is to increase the number of equity owned cannabis business licensees and applicants in the City of Boston. “As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to uplift the communities that have lived the harms of previous mar-ijuana laws and enforcement,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-courage all interested entrepre-neurs to use these resources to ensure equitable growth for this emerging industry.”In November of 2019, the City of Boston passed an “Ordinance Establishing Equitable Regula-tion of the Cannabis Industry,” which requires the development of procedures and policies that encourage participation in the regulated cannabis industry by communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2
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Everett

she supports the project, 
adding that she wouldn’t 
mind seeing an extra floor 
with the addition of a roof-
top bar.

“I’ve had a lot of people 
ask about a rooftop bar in 
the city,” she said.

Ward 1 Councillor Jo-
anne McKenna said she 
believes the project will 
be beneficial to the entire 
city, and help with the 
revitalization of Squire 
Road.

Councillor-at-Large 
Michelle Kelley said she 
did have some concerns 
about the size of the proj-
ect, and would feel better 
if there was more outreach 
to the residential neigh-
borhood across the street.

Markakis said the de-
velopers would be willing 
to meet with those resi-
dents about the project.

The special permit re-
quest will be going be-
fore the council’s zoning 
subcommittee on March 4 
before coming back to the 
full council for a potential 
vote.

SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE TO 
CONSIDER 
ADDITIONAL 
HALF DAY FOR 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS

WINTHROP - The 
school district is looking 
to potentially add a half 
day for its elementary 
schools to the calendar in 
June.

At Monday night’s 

School Committee meet-
ing, Superintendent of 
Schools Lisa Howard said 
she will be back at the next 
meeting with more specif-
ic information, although 
she said it looks like that 
half day could be on June 
5.

“We want to add a half 
day for the elementary 
schools only to the calen-
dar,” Howard said. “The 
purpose of that half day is 
going to be very specific 
training on a newly adopt-
ed ELA curriculum.”

Howard said the dis-
trict has not yet chosen 
and adopted a new ELA 
and reading curriculum, 
but she said teachers, ad-
ministrators, and staff are 
going through options and 
should soon have a pre-
sentation before the school 
committee on a preferred 
curriculum option.

In other business, How-
ard said the district is in 
the midst of continuing 
its PowerSchool training. 
The new student informa-
tion software will be im-
plemented for the 2024-25 
school year, she said.

“It takes a full year to 
train everyone and take all 
of our data and get it tran-
sitioned into the new sys-
tem,” said Howard.

The PowerSchool soft-
ware is more powerful 
than the current school 
information system and 
provides more communi-
cations opportunities for 
families and staff, Howard 
said.

Later in the year, there 
will be training opportu-

nities for families to learn 
how to use the new sys-
tem, she added.

During February va-
cation, there was a major 
wifi upgrade at the Gor-
man Fort Banks School 
using federal Covid relief 
funds.

“We needed all new ac-
cess points,” said Howard. 
“There is a lot of difficulty 
in that building because of 
the cement walls.”

Howard said the issues 
with the service didn’t 
have to do with the band-
width, but with issues get-
ting the wifi connections 
through certain walls in 
the school.

Howard said the district 
will also be using some of 
its ESSER III Covid relief 
funds to purchase a new 
server for the district.

“One of the servers that 
we thought was going to 
get us through the school 
year is flashing us that it 
will not,” said Howard. 

It is anticipated that the 
server will be replaced 
during April vacation.

The superintendent not-
ed that the next meeting 
of the school committee’s 
budget subcommittee is 
scheduled for March 6. 
Howard said the admin-
istration will have more 
detail on the budget and 
should have details on 
what will be required for 
a level-services budget for 
the 2024-25 school year. 
She said there will like-
ly be more information 
about what is required for 
a needs-based budget at a 
future meeting.


