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ST. PATRICK’S DAY ROAST

PHOTO BY EMILY HARNEY

Gus Rego, Police Chief Steven A. Mazzie and Stephen Ramunno at the ceremonial faceoff 
for the Eliot Family Resource Center charity hockey game on Saturday, Feb. 29, in the Al-
lied Memorial Rink. The Eliot Resource Center team faced off against Everett’s Finest team 
for a fun night of hockey. See Page 7 for more photos.

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

Sen. Sal DiDomenico wel-
comed Senate President Karen 
Spilka to the podium during 
his annual DiDomenico Foun-
dation St. Patrick’s Day Roast 
on Friday night, March 6, in the 
Charlestown Knights of Colum-
bus Hall. The night featured a 
feisty lineup and quite a few 
residents and public officials 
ready to celebrate with a little 
of the blarney. Here, State Rep. 
Joe McGonagle jumped in with 
the band for a fun sing-along. 
See Page 6 for more photos.

COURTESY PHOTO

Mayor Carlo DeMaria was excited to read to students at 
the Lafayette School on Monday, March 2, as part of Read 
Across America – the annual celebration of Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday. See Page 5 for more photos.

Feeling the ‘Bern’ 
in Everett:  City 
goes for Sanders 
in large numbers

By Seth Daniel

Everett felt a little Bernie 
on Super Tuesday.

Voters in the city went 
strongly for Democratic 
candidate Bernie Sanders 
on Tuesday, March 3, as he 
scored 38 percent (1,948 
votes) of the vote to Joe 
Biden’s 29 percent (1,521 
votes). Massachusetts Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren scored a 
distant third in Everett, get-
ting 14 percent (739 votes), 
while upstart Michael 
Bloomberg got just 10 per-
cent (511 votes).

On the Republican side, 
President Donald Trump 
easily prevailed with 90 
percent of the Republican 
vote (720 votes) – mean-
ing Trump nearly beat the 
hometown candidate, Sen. 
Warren, in Everett.

There was a 25 percent 
voter turnout for Super 
Tuesday, which equaled 
5,099 ballots cast.

Statewide, Biden took 
Massachusetts by a close 
margin over Sanders.

By Seth Daniel

Nearly 40 front-line 
workers at the Exelon 
Mystic Station power plant 
went on strike last weekend 
in what Exelon described 
as a contract dispute, but 
what workers called a toxic 
environment that could be 
unsafe.

Exelon is the state’s 
largest power plant and is 
a 2,001 megawatt fossil 
fuel plant on Everett’s wa-
terfront. Supporters of the 
workers said they are fight-
ing for benefits like health 
care, but also for conditions 
at the plant. Workers say 
they are sounding the alarm 
for the public that they 
feel  Exelon, a corporation 
headquartered in Illinois, 
has repeatedly cut corners 
and deferred important 
maintenance upgrades at 
the plant.

“Workers at  Ex-
elon Mystic Generating Sta-
tion are sounding the alarm 
about executive conduct 
at the plant that they feel 
jeopardizes public safety 
and the retention of high-
ly-skilled employee opera-

tors,” said  Craig Pinkham, 
President of the  Utility 
Workers Union of Ameri-
can Local 369. “Running 
this vital plant is dangerous 
work which requires tech-
nical know-how. You need 
someone sitting at the con-
trol panel who knows what 
they’re doing. We’re deal-
ing with high-pressure gas, 
high-pressure steam, am-
monia-fueled gas -- many 
highly poisonous materials 
that require a high degree 
of expertise and experience. 
It is reckless for Exelon not 
to recognize this, or it 
would seem, not to care. 
The workers at Exelon did 
not want to  strike, but  Ex-
elon executives simply have 
not listened to their con-
cerns regarding deferred 
maintenance, staffing, and 
other key issues that have 
gotten worse and worse 
since  Exelon  bought the 
plant from Constellation in 
2012. Workers at the plant 
believe that Exelon is oper-
ating the plant right now in 
a manner that runs contrary 
to public safety.”

Exelon workers begin high-profile 
strike at generating power plant

READ ACROSS AMERICA

CHARITY HOCKEY GAME

See EXELON Page 12

By Seth Daniel

Few companies in Mas-
sachusetts have the expe-
rience of dealing with the 
Coronavirus in the way that 
Encore Boston Harbor’s 
parent company, Wynn Re-
sorts, has over the last two 
months.

Last month, the compa-
ny’s resorts in Macau, Chi-

na had to close for 15 days 
when the virus hit China 
during the first wave of 
infections. That cost them 
more than $2 million per 
day and the company also 
went to great lengths to 
protect their guests and em-
ployees.

This week, Encore re-
ported they have been in 
close contact with the state 
Department of Health and 

the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) – as well 
as Boston and Everett offi-
cials.

“Safeguarding the health 
of our guests and employ-
ees is of the highest impor-
tance,” read a statement is-
sued by Encore. “We are in 
close contact with the Mas-
sachusetts Department of 
Health, as it is monitoring 
the situation along with the 

 Encore Boston Harbor working with state, MGC on Coronavirus
CDC and the Boston Public 
Health Commission.  We 
will implement any health 
directive or protocols these 
agencies issue.”

As a precaution, Encore 
said it had proactively in-
stituted the following mea-
sures:

•Provided hand sani-
tizers in public areas and 
back-of-house for guests 
and team members;

•Underscored the impor-
tance of proper hand wash-
ing and remaining vigilant 
about personal hygiene, 
following CDC recommen-
dations;

•Increased cleaning pro-
tocols that include more 
frequent sanitizing of touch 
points such as door handles, 
elevator buttons, handrails, 
etc; and

•Encouraged a stay-at-
home policy for any em-
ployee who feels unwell.

Dispute

By Seth Daniel

It seems like only a short 
time ago that State Rep. Joe 

McGonagle prevailed in 
Everett to become the new 
state representative, but 
McGonagle is now seek-

McGonagle pulls papers to run for another term
ing his fourth term, having 
pulled papers in February, 
and he’s running on the ex-
perience and strong repu-
tation he has built up over 
those last three terms.

McGonagle said in an 
interview with the Inde-
pendent that he feels like 
he is in the right place with 
his committee assignments 
and the reputation he and 
his staff have built at the 
State House. He said he 
will be touting that on the 
campaign trail this coming 
spring and summer – pre-
paring for the September 
Primary Election.

“With secretaries and 
commissioners, it takes 

time,” he said. “It doesn’t 
happen quickly. It’s real-
ly starts happening now, 
at this point in my service. 
It’s the respect you get and 
who you are. It’s funny how 
things work at the State 
House, but it’s really about 
building relationships.”

McGonagle first took 
office in January 2015, and 
has been working over the 
last five years to climb his 
way into more leadership 
positions at the State House. 
He is now the Vice Chair 
of the Joint Committee on 
Housing, and also sits on 
the Joint Committees on 

See McGONAGLE Page 12

State Rep. Joe McGonagle pulled Nomination Papers 
recently to run for re-election. McGonagle is seeking his 
fourth term in office and the contest likely will be decided 
in the September Democratic Primary.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: The 
following is the first in a 
month-long series about 
noteworthy women in Ev-
erett, taken from vignettes 
written by former City 
Clerk Michael Matarazzo 
in his book ‘They Came 
from Everett.’ The histo-
ries of many women of 
Everett are stunning, with 
women playing a role in so 
many early parts of the for-
mation of the country.

VIRGINIA 
BABIKIAN: 
“Opera Singer – 

Educator”
When 26-year old Aaron 

(Aharan) Babikian arrived 
in the United States from 
Armenia in 1915, he was 
ready to dive head first in 
the American experience. 
Aaron got a job as a bell-
boy at the Somerset Hotel 
and within three years was 
speaking and writing En-
glish. On his 1918 draft 
registration, he wrote that 
he was “ready and willing 
to fight for Uncle Sam.” 
Aaron never got the oppor-
tunity to take up arms in 
defense of the nation as he 
was assigned to the 73rd In-
fantry of the 12th Division 
that was organized in July 
of 1918. By the time it was 
ready for action, the Armi-
stice had been signed. Aar-
on became a U.S. citizen in 
1918 while serving in the 
US Army.

The Babikians lived on 
Pleasantview Avenue, and 
when at 33 years of age, 
Aaron met and married 
21-year-old Ella Clark of 
Central Avenue, they orig-
inally moved in to the Ba-
bikian family home. How-
ever, when Aaron died in 
1937 at the age of 48, the 
36-year-old Ella and the 
Babikian children; 14-year-
old Eleanor and 12-year-
old Virginia moved in with 
Ella’s widowed mother on 
Central Avenue.

Music played a big part 
in the girls’ lives. After 
graduating from Everett 
High School, Eleanor stud-
ied music and became a 
beloved music teacher in 
various Massachusetts pub-
lic schools. After Virgin-
ia graduated from Everett 
High, she attended the re-
nowned Westminster Choir 
College in Princeton, New 

Jersey, where she earned 
both her bachelor’s degree 
in Voice and Cello (1951) 
and master’s degree in Cho-
ral Conducting (1952). 

After graduation from 
Westminster, she headed to 
Houston to serve as the first 
Minister of Music at the 
River Oaks Baptist Church. 
While serving in that ca-
pacity, she took advantage 
of the opportunity to further 
her study of the cello under 
Alfred Urbach, the princi-
pal cellist of the Houston 
Symphony and founder of 
the Houston Symphony 
Chorale. Urbach, though 
impressed with Virginia as 
a cellist, was more taken 
by the beautiful soprano 
voice that she possessed.  
Urbach encouraged Vir-
ginia to audition for Leop-
old Stokowski,  one of the 
leading conductors of the 
early and mid-20th Century 
who was at the time Music 
Director for the Houston 
Symphony. Stokowski was 
also impressed with Vir-
ginia’s voice, and in 1956, 
he chose Babikian to make 
her professional debut as 
the soprano soloist for the 
Texas premiere of German 
composer Carl Orff’s  Car-
mina Burana. Virginia’s 
successful performance 
earned her notice and Sto-
kowski cast her once again 
in the American premiere 
of Orff’s  The Triumph of 
Aphorodite. Stokowski was 
so appreciative of Virginia’s 
dedication and so confident 
in her talent that he recom-
mended her for a Fulbright 
scholarship for intensive 
advanced vocal training 
with the Rome Opera. 

Her stay in Europe led to 
concert tours of Italy and 
Spain and in 1957, she made 
her operatic debut in at the 
Teatro Lirico Speriment- 
ale in Spoleto, Italy. Critics 
were unanimous in prais-
ing the wide-range of vocal 
resources in her possession 
and her sensitivity to the 

lyrics and message that her 
voice was portraying.

Meanwhile, Stokowski 
was planning a revival of 
Carmina Burana and had 
secured a contract with 
Capitol Records for a re-
cording of the performance. 
He immediately invited 
Virginia back to Houston to 
perform in the events. The 
recording greatly expanded 
Virginia’s audience and re-
sulted in a boost in her ca-
reer and opportunities.

After being honored by 
the New York Madrigal So-
ciety with their Town Hall 
Award and debuting there 
in 1958, Virginia decided 
to make New York City her 
base of operations. For the 
next six years, she would 
travel and perform through-
out the United States, Eu-
rope, South America, Cen-
tral America and East Asia, 
singing with world-re-
nowned orchestras, opera 
companies and legendary 
conductors such as Leopold 
Stokowski, Leonard Bern-
stein,  and Hermann Scher-
chen. Conductors love to 
work with Virginia for she 
was known as a “conduc-
tor’s soprano” because her 
musical knowledge made 
it easy for conductors to ef-
fectively relay their creative 
visions to her. 

By 1964, Virginia, now 
almost 40 years old, was 
seeking a more stable 
life. She met and married 
George Stein and moved 
to his hometown of Seguin, 
Texas. Her new hometown 
embraced Virginia’s fame 
and was very proud that 
she lived in Sequin, abe-
it only for a short time. 
Virginia continued to per-
form, but in 1965 she be-
came artist-in-residence 
and associate professor at 
Houston Baptist Universi-
ty. After a year of enduring 
a two and half hour com-
mute each way, her family 
moved to Houston, where 
she remained for the next 
27 years. She continued to 
teach at HBU until 1982 
while occasionally per-
forming both locally and 
internationally. In 1982, 
she joined the faculty at 
Rice University’s Shepherd 
School of Music and was 
appointed chair of the voice 
instruction department and 
professor of voice.

Despite being known 
throughout the opera world, 
Virginia’s legacy in Hous-
ton is her contribution to 
choral music and her ever-
lasting effect on raising the 

Houston Symphony Cho-
rale to previously unreach-
able heights. She served 
as assistant conductor and 
vocal coach of the  Hous-
ton Symphony Chorale. 
In 1977, she took over the 
reigns as the chorale’s di-
rector and over the next 
nine years, she vastly im-
proved the chorale’s vocal 
standards and brought the 
group to a new level of re-
spect and admiration within 
its genre. Virginia was able 
to impart to her pupils her 
vast knowledge of the hu-
man voice and music with 
patience and clarity. Many 
vocalists credit her with en-
couraging their careers and 
now pass on her techniques 
and love of music to new 
generations.

In 1987, Virginia Babiki-
an retired to spend more 
time with her husband. 
George died in 1991 and 
in 1997 at age 72 Virginia 
joined him after a long bat-
tle with cancer. 

The voice that echoed 
from Everett to around the 
world was now silent.

Westminster Choir Col-
lege - 1952

ROSE M. 
LeCOURS:  
“One of a Kind”
One of a kind; there 

really is no other way to 
describe Rose LeCours. 
Known far and wide as 
Rosie the Cabdriver, she 
was a wife, mother, City 
official and the first female 
cab owner in the City of 
Boston.

Rose Hadad was born 
on August 24, 1907, to 
George and Annie (Asar) 
Hadad. The family lived 
on Hudson Street in Boston 
near South Station. Hudson 
Street on one side of Stu-
art Street was in the heart 
of Chinatown. On the oth-
er side, however, Hudson 
Street and the immediate 
area was comprised mainly 
of Lebanese families like 
George and Annie Hadad.

The Hadads (later Hadd-
ad), like many immigrant 
families at that time, strug-
gled to makes ends meet 
and feeling that they were 
not able to properly care for 
Rose, sent her to live with a 
family in Woburn.

Sometime around 1930, 
Rose, who was working as 
a stitcher in a dress-making 
company, moved to her un-
cle’s house, also on Hudson 
Street, to care for her sick-
ly uncle Elias “Louis” and 
help him operate his local 
variety store, also located 
on Hudson Street.

Rose later met and mar-
ried Harry A. LeCours of 
Cambridge, and moved to 
Compton Street which was 
a street in the Castle Square 
Area of Boston near the 
Benjamin Franklin Insti-
tute. It was while living on 
Compton Street that their 
only child, Harry, Jr., was 
born.

Harry, Sr. was a parking 
attendant at a local garage 
and in addition to selling 
noisemakers on Washing-
ton Street on New Year’s 
Eve and selling Christmas 
Trees during the holidays, 
Rose was working there 
too. Working at the garage 
did not pay well, but put 
Rose in contact with many 
of the local taxi drivers and 
sparked her interest for in-
creasing her income by 
driving cab. In 1941, Rose 
approached Town Taxi for a 
job as a cab driver and they 
hired her. 

For the next seven years, 
Rose would work for Town 
Taxi and then Yellow Cab; 
supporting her family by 
driving passengers through 
the streets of Boston and be-
yond. When not in school, 
Harry, Jr. would often sit up 
front with his mother as she 
plied her trade. 

The year 1948 was a 
monumental year for Rose 

and her family. While act-
ing as the primary bread-
winner for her family, Rose 
managed to save enough 
money, about $6,000 to 
$7,000, to buy her own 
taxi medallion and a 1941 
Dodge. Police Commis-
sioner Tom Sullivan decid-
ed that she had earned her 
opportunity and approved 
the sale, making Rosie the 
first woman in Boston to 
own her own medallion.

Also in 1948, the Com-
monwealth of Massachu-
setts released its Master 
Highway Plan for the Bos-
ton Metropolitan Area. The 
plan called for the construc-
tion of an elevated highway 
that would eventually run 
between Hudson and Alba-
ny streets.

As a family, Rose, her 
husband Harry and their 
son Harry, Jr., had lived 
on Hudson since at least 
1933 and now with the im-
pending construction of the 
Expressway, the building 
in which they lived would 
no longer be in a neigh-
borhood but would be an 
abutter to an expressway. 
The family now needed to 
find a new place to live, and 
when Rosie’s relatives in-
formed her of an available 
apartment on Fuller Street 
in Everett, the LeCours 
family jumped at the oppor-
tunity to move to this strict-
ly residential area. While 
their neighborhood in Bos-
ton was coming to end, the 
legend of Rosie LeCours in 
Everett was just beginning. 

Every day, Rose would 
drive her cab from Miller 
Street in Everett to South 
Station, which would be-
come the home base of her 
taxi routes. Hour after hour 
she would depart South 
Station en route to Logan 
Airport or elsewhere only 
to return thereafter to the 
same station. Her passen-
gers were businessmen, 
movie stars, prominent pol-
iticians or simply families 
returning from vacation 
or taking a trip to grand-
ma’s house. As the family’s 
breadwinner, Rose never 
enjoyed the trips that many 
of her fares were headed to 
or returning from.

Rosie’s hard work, pro-
fessionalism and no-non-
sense attitude earned her 
the respect of her fellow 
drivers, law enforcement 
and the general public and 
she was accorded the hon-
ors of being the first per-
son to drive through the 
South Station tunnel when 
it opened in 1959, was the 
first motorist to drive over 
the Amesbury’s Deer Is-
land Bridge (with Gover-
nor John Volpe as her pas-
senger), and was the only 
taxi in the procession that 
inaugurated the Turnpike 
Extension. In 1962, Rosie’s 
colleagues named her the 
“Cab Driver of the Year” 
and with her fellow drivers, 
she was one of the founders 
of the Boston Taxi Driver’s 
Scholarship Fund, of which 
she also served as Presi-
dent.

When Harry, Jr. got mar-
ried in 1961, Rosie contin-
ued to drive taxi but sig-
nificantly cut down on her 
hours - driving only three 
or four hours per day. Six 
years later, she would make 
her first venture into local 
Everett politics.

At the time, Everett had 
the only municipal bicam-
eral legislature left in the 

United States with an upper 
branch, the Board of Alder-
men, and the lower branch 
called the Common Coun-
cil. 

In 1967, she ran for a seat 
on the Common Council 
from the city’s largest area, 
Ward Three. Since three 
members are elected from 
each ward, six candidates 
would survive from that 
year’s preliminary. Rose 
finished ninth in the field 
of 11 and was eliminated in 
the preliminary.

Not one to give up easily, 
Rosie was back at it again 
in 1969 and this time she 
made the cut in the prelim-
inary finishing in the sixth 
and final slot but finished 
fifth in the final - just five 
votes shy of fourth place.

Two years later the per-
sistent Rosie was back 
again. In the 1971 prelim-
inary she finished tied for 
third out of seven candi-
dates, but in the final fell to 
5th place.

There were seven candi-
dates again in the 1973 pre-
liminary and Rose finished 
second. This time she held 
on and on election night 
Dec. 6, 1973 she finished 
second to become the first 
female Common Councilor 
in the history of the City of 
Everett.

Prior to the 1977 election 
wards were not equal in 
population but that changed 
for the ’77 election and 
with ward lines more favor-
able to Rose, she topped the 
ticket for Common Coun-
cilor Ward Three.

As a councilor, Rosie 
always put the needs and 
concerns of senior citizens 
first and for the next 18 
years, she was one of the 
top vote-getters as “her se-
niors,” as she called them, 
always came out for her in 
big numbers.

Just two days before the 
1987 election, Harry passed 
away from cancer. Rose re-
tained her seat finishing a 
strong third, but preparing 
for Harry’s funeral on the 
5th took precedence over 
any celebration. 

Rosie swept to victory 
over the next three elec-
tions; including her 1993 
election, when she an-
nounced that she was retir-
ing from driving cab after 
52 years on the job. She 
faced no preliminary op-
ponents in 1995 and in the 
final election Rosie lost - 
finishing fourth by seven 
votes. Hurt but not discour-
aged, she was back in 1997 
winning her seat back with 
a third place finish by 83 
votes.  In 1999 she bettered 
her finish from two years 
prior finishing second, but 
in 2001 she finished disap-
pointing sixth out of six. 

Rose would never run 
again.

On July 29, 2007, Ros-
ie died. Mourners from 
across the Commonwealth 
came to pay respect to this 
pioneer. Her fellow mem-
bers of the Garden Club 
and Auxiliary Police Force 
stood in line to say good-
bye and for the first time, 
members of the Everett 
City government formed an 
honor guard and lined the 
pathway as her coffin was 
taken from Ward’s Funeral 
Home to her final resting 
place; a tradition that is still 
practiced today. 

Rosie LeCours was the 
first once again; for the last 
time.

Virginia Babikian.

Rosie with Gov. John Volpe. Courtesy of Harry LeCours.
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By Laura Plummer

Small cell technology 
is taking cities by storm as 
cellular providers scramble 
to ready their networks for 
the long-awaited 5G rollout 
that is expected to enhance 
cell phone performance ex-
ponentially.

But some Everett resi-
dents and City Councilors 
are speaking out against 
the antennas that form the 
essence of this technology.

Small cell antennas are 
attached to utility poles and 
are used to transmit data 
to and from wireless de-
vices. Unlike the large cell 
towers found on rooftops 
and along highways, small 
cells are installed every few 
blocks and supplement the 
coverage of the larger cells.

Recently, T-Mobile re-
ceived permission to install 
27 devices on utility poles 
throughout the city to ben-
efit its customers. Knowing 
that it was only a matter of 
time before other wireless 
providers descended on the 
city with small cell ambi-
tions, Councilors hurried 
to establish an ordinance to 
regulate their proliferation.

As anticipated, represen-
tatives from cellular giant 
Verizon Wireless appeared 
before Council on Monday, 
March 9, to request permis-
sion to install its first clus-
ter of small cell antennas at 
five locations throughout 
the city: 9 Jefferson Ave., 
182 Springvale Ave., 27 
Vaughn Street, 47 Winthrop 

Rd. and 19 Woodlawn Ave. 
The company aims to in-
stall at least 50 small cell 
antennas in Everett.

Verizon provided a docu-
ment claiming that radiation 
from small cell antennas is 
“well below standards” and 
would not cause harm to 
residents.

“All standards are vetted 
through multiple agencies 
through local and federal 
government,” said one rep-
resentative.

He added that antennas 
could also be disabled on 
an as-needed basis if utility 
workers needed to access 
the poles.

Councilor Wayne 
Matewsky said that he 
wanted to see one of the 
devices “in person” before 
making his decision.

“If you took a tour of 
this neighborhood, you’d 
see some really ugly stuff 
on poles,” he said. “It may 
look small up on the pole, 
but I want to see the de-
vice physically. I want to 
be careful what I put on 
poles.”

When members of the 
public were given the 
chance to speak on the peti-
tion, they did not hold back. 
Their main concerns were 
health and appearance.

“We don’t know what 
[antennas] do to human be-
ings,” said a resident of 36 
Woodlawn Ave. “Verizon, 
a billion-dollar company, is 
telling us it’s harmless, but 
I’d like more information.”

“I don’t know why cell 
phones take precedence 

over health,” said one resi-
dent of 27 Bond Street. “I 
don’t want to walk out my 
door and look at that aber-
ration and wonder how it’s 
affecting my health and that 
of my family. The gentle-
men from Verizon wouldn’t 
want that outside their front 
door and I don’t [either].”

“Wireless technology 
hasn’t been around long 
enough to know the side 
effects of these transmis-
sions,” said a resident of 36 
Madison Ave.

All residents within 200 
feet of an antenna installa-
tion were notified by certi-
fied mail, but the Madison 
Avenue resident said that 
seniors and residents who 
don’t read English were un-
able to understand the full 
impact of the installation. 
She also claimed that Veri-
zon was targeting blue-col-
lar neighborhoods.

“We’re being preyed 
upon because we’re work-
ing class people who don’t 
know what the implications 
are,” she said.

“I don’t want to see this 
monstrosity outside my 
house,” said a resident of 
19 Woodlawn Ave. “The 
wireless is out of control. 
Verizon is a monopoly and 
they’re trying to take over. 
I wouldn’t want to see any 
more units in the city.”

“When is enough, 
enough?” said another resi-
dent. “I worry what the city 
is going to look like in 10 
years. Let us slow down 
and catch up.”

Regarding the certified 

letter that was mailed out to 
residents, Councilor Gerly 
Adrien suggested making 
small cell antenna informa-
tion available on the City’s 
website in a variety of lan-
guages.

Councilor Michael Mc-
Laughlin suggested that 
Verizon approach the City 
about organizing a commu-
nity meeting large enough 
to invite all impacted res-
idents, not just for the five 
initial antenna locations, 
but for Verizon’s ultimate 
vision for Everett.

“Verizon needs to hold a 

neighborhood meeting im-
mediately and listen to the 
residents before I will vote 
on any of the items before 
us,” he told Independent. 
“Their fears and concerns 
are real.”

Council voted to post-
pone the request to its first 
meeting in April, which 
would give the petitioners 
the opportunity to answer 
Council’s questions and, 
hopefully, comply with 
their request to bring a hol-
lowed-out antenna into the 
Council chambers.

Council votes on the in-

stallation of cell antennas 
largely as a formality, and 
lacks any real power to 
forestall the advent of cel-
lular technology. However, 
it can hinge its approval on 
a company’s compliance 
with a number of require-
ments.

In just the past two 
weeks, headlines have been 
dominated by communi-
ties that are taking a stand 
against small cell antennas: 
San Anselmo, California; 
Lakewood, Colorado and 
Farragut, Tennessee, to 
name just a few.

Residents, Council push back against Verizon antennas
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Fuddruckers held its annual 3 Pound 
Burger Challenge in celebration of Fat 
Tuesday.  Contestants signed up to eat a 
3 lb. burger on a giant bun with a pound 
of French fries and a bottomless drink.  
Those that finished within an hour won 
Fuddruckers gift certificates.  Richard 
Alves of Everett took the challenge at 
Fuddruckers in Reading.  Despite his 
best effort, Alves wasn’t able to com-
plete the challenge within the allotted 
timeframe.  The winner was Shawn But-
ler of Lowell who plowed through the 
meal in a record-breaking 17 minutes.  
$5 of every entry fee was donated to the 
North Shore Cancer WALK.

3 POUND BURGER CHALLENGE

EBNHC President and CEO Manny Lopes and U.S. Con-
gressman Joseph Kennedy III address the crowd during the 
roundtable discussion concerning COVID-19. 

EBNHC Chief Medical Officer Jackie Fantes and BPHC Exec-
utive Director Rita Nieves. 

EBNHC, Greater Boston preparing for coronavirus
By John Lynds

It was only a matter of 
time before the corona-
virus, or COVID-19, that 
spread across China landed 
in Boston. The Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission an-
nounced that as of Monday 
there was one confirmed 
case of coronavirus in Bos-
ton and eight cases that are 
presumed positive. The 
presumptive positive cases 
did not require hospitaliza-
tion and are self-isolating at 
home. The CDC is current-
ly testing to confirm these 
eight cases.

Coronaviruses are a 
large family of viruses 
that includes MERS and 
SARS. The most recent-
ly discovered coronavirus 
causes coronavirus disease 
COVID-19. This new virus 
and disease were unknown 
before the outbreak began 
in Wuhan, China, in De-
cember 2019. 

According to the BPHC 
there is no evidence of 
community transmission in 
Boston right now. The risk 
remains low, but this situa-
tion is evolving rapidly and 
changes day to day.   

“BPHC is engaging in 
daily communications with 
the CDC, the Massachu-
setts Department of Public 
Health (MDPH), City of 
Boston departments and 
other community partners 
to make sure we have the 
latest information on guid-
ance, best practices and 
recommendations,” said 
the BPHC in a statement. 
“BPHC will provide updat-
ed information on this web-
site and on our social me-
dia channels as it becomes 

available. We are confident 
the City of Boston will be 
ready for a safe and effec-
tive response as the situa-
tion develops.”

Over at East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Cen-
ter U.S. Congressman and 
Senate candidate Joseph 
Kennedy III participated in 
a roundtable at the Health 
Center to discuss the status, 
needs and preparedness for  
COVID-19.  The goal of 
the meeting was to provide 
assistance to Kennedy in 
disseminating appropriate 
and timely information re-
garding the virus. The dis-
cussion consisted of best 
practices and recommenda-
tions on how to respond to 
COVID-19.

Of particular interest 
was the potential impact on 
Eastie’s senior population, 
the role of our emergency 
department and the partner-
ship with Massport and the 
City’s Public Health De-
partment.

“The coronavirus out-
break is the number one 
priority for the Health Cen-
ter and the communities we 
serve. Like other healthcare 
organizations, we have en-
acted our Emergency Op-
erations Planning and put 
protocols into place to en-
sure the safety of our staff, 
patients and members of 
our Neighborhood PACE 
program,” said EBNHC 
President and CEO Manny 
Lopes. “We are fortunate 
that we have had no active 
cases of the coronavirus 
present here at EBNHC 
but regardless we must 
remain vigilant. East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center has been providing 

quality care to the residents 
of East Boston and our sur-
rounding communities for 
the last 50 years and we 
remain steadfastly com-
mitted to caring for all in 
our community during this 
crisis. We will continue to 
work closely with the De-
partment of Public Health, 
the Boston Department 
of Public Health and both 
State and Federal Govern-
ment as every day brings 
forth new information and 
recommended guidelines.”

When the outbreak in 
Wuhan, China began, many 
patients reported links to a 
large seafood and animal 
market. This suggested that 
it was spread from animal 
to people. However, it is 
now clear that COVID-19 
spreads mainly from per-
son to person. It is spread 
through respiratory drop-
lets produced when an in-
fected person coughs or 
sneezes. These droplets 
can land on people who are 
nearby (within six feet). It 
may also be possible for a 
person to get COVID-19 
by touching a contaminated 
surface or object and then 
touching their own mouth, 
nose, or eyes.   

“To ensure the safety 
of staff and patients and 
to contain the spread of 
the coronavirus as much 
as possible, East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Cen-
ter has instituted a very 
thorough screening pro-
cess in our Call Centers 
and in our various clinical 
departments,” said EBN-
HC Chief Medical Officer 
Jackie Fantes. “Patients are 
screened for symptoms if 
they have had any exposure 

or have traveled outside of 
the area recently. If testing 
is deemed necessary, the 
State Lab will process the 
results. We’re hoping to 
have access to private labs 
as well. Thankfully, flu sea-
son is subsiding and that 
should help eliminate a lot 
confusion over symptoms 
in the coming weeks. Given 
that the elderly population 
is at the highest risk, we are 
focused on our Neighbor-
hood PACE Program and 
are taking every step possi-
ble to continue giving high 
quality care both at our 
PACE Centers and in their 
homes without compro-
mising their risks further. 
Throughout this crisis, we 
must still care for all of the 
health issues our communi-
ty faces and it is important 
that people don’t avoid nec-
essary care because of this 
crisis.  We are grateful for 
our skilled and determined 
staff for the work they are 
doing every day.”

EBNHC Vice President 
of Human Resources Ste-
ven Snyder added, “The 
safety of our staff is always 
a priority for us. Balanc-
ing the need to care for 
the community during this 
crisis with the concerns of 
our own staff is no easy 
task, but we are fortunate to 
have an incredibly commit-
ted team here at the Health 
Center who always rises to 
the occasion. We will con-
tinue to take every step we 
can to see that our staff is 
utilizing best practices in 
infection control in the care 
of our patients, in their nor-
mal work day and in their 
personal lives.”

There is currently no vac-

cine to prevent COVID-19. 
The best way to prevent in-
fection is to avoid being ex-
posed to this virus. BPHC 
recommends standard 
precautions to prevent the 
spread of respiratory virus-
es, like those that cause the 
flu or a cold:

•	 Wash your hands 
often with soap and water 
for at least 20 seconds, es-
pecially after going to the 
bathroom; before eating; 
and after blowing your 
nose, coughing, or sneez-
ing.

•	 If soap and water 
are not readily available, 
use an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer with at least 60% 

alcohol.
•	 Avoid touching 

your eyes, nose, and mouth 
with unwashed hands.

•	 Avoid close con-
tact with people who are 
sick.

•	 Stay home when 
you are sick.

•	 Cover your cough 
or sneeze with a tissue, 
then throw the tissue in the 
trash.

•	 Clean and disin-
fect frequently touched ob-
jects and surfaces using a 
regular household cleaning 
spray or wipe.

•	 Avoid spitting in 
public.  

•	 Get a flu shot. 
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LETTERS to the Editor

Guest Op-Ed

Have a hippity-hoppity holiday
By Melissa Martin, Ph.D.

This year, Easter falls on 
Sunday, April 12. So, make 
your menu, sew your outfit, 
and decorate your dwelling 
while there’s still time. 

Easter has become a 
commercial event  catered 
toward children with bas-
kets full of chocolate rab-
bits, dyed eggs, jelly beans, 
and other sweet treats. Eas-
ter is the second best-sell-
ing candy holiday in Amer-
ica after  Halloween.  Keep 
that a secret from your kid’s 
dentist.

How interesting that a 
dog is in the running to 
be the next Cadbury bun-
ny—that will be one funny 
bunny. And I voted for the 
two-legged dog from New 
Richmond, Ohio, to be the 
2020 candy canine. Bark 
for the bunny! Lt. Dan is 
named after the  “Forrest 
Gump”  character who lost 
his legs overseas in com-

bat. What animal lover can 
resist a disabled dog wear-
ing long ears and a fluffy 
tail. Cadbury issued a cast-
ing call for all pets to enter 
the contest to become the 
next Cadbury Bunny. Lt. 
Dan the dog is competing 
against a mini-horse, llama, 
pig, hamster, duck and two 
cats. The winner of the con-
test will star in Cadbury’s 
new TV commercial and re-
ceive $5,000. The Cadbury 
Bunny Tryouts Contest is 
sponsored by The Hershey 
Company in Hershey, Pa.
Vote at www.bunnytryouts.
cadburyusa.com.

How interesting that a 
giant bunny carries a huge 
basket and hops down the 
bunny trail to deliver col-
ored eggs to children. Ar-
en’t the hens steamed? It’s 
hard work laying eggs, only 
to give the credit to a happy 
hare. Plastic lookalike eggs 
have replaced boiled eggs 
in the annual Easter egg 

hunts. The chickens don’t 
have to work as long during 
the season, but please give 
the poor cluckers a raise 
and retirement benefits. But 
no billionaire bunnies al-
lowed according to Bernie. 

The White House Easter 
Egg Roll is an annual tra-
dition. Since 1878, when 
Rutherford B. Hayes was 
in office, American presi-
dents have hosted the party 
on the lawn according to 
the  White House Histor-
ical Association website. 
The liberals probably want 
to roll Trump down Capi-
tol Hill—then he will have 
a bad ‘hare’ day. Sorry, I 
couldn’t resist a hair joke. 
Womp womp.

The following corny 
jokes were found at www.
southernliving.com. Q: 
Therapist: What’s been up 
lately? A: Chocolate bun-
ny: I don’t know, I just feel 
so hollow inside. Q: How 
can you tell which rabbits 

are oldest in a group? A: 
Just look for the gray hares. 
Q: Where does the Easter 
Bunny go when he needs 
a new tail? A: To a re-tail 
store.

What’s for Easter Din-
ner?

“In early Jewish histo-
ry, lambs were sacrificed as 
offerings to God and served 
regularly as part of the 
Passover feast. Then, when 
Jesus died during Passover, 
he represented the ultimate 
sacrifice for sin, the “lamb 
of God,” and the animal 
evolved into a potent sym-
bol for Christians, especial-
ly at Easter. Many Ortho-
dox Christians still follow 
the Jewish Orthodox cus-
toms of not eating any pork, 
so lamb takes center stage 
at their Easter meal. Others, 
however, wouldn’t imag-
ine Easter without  ham. 
Symbolizing “good luck” 

OUR UNDERPREPARED 
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

The coronavirus pandemic that is sweeping across the 
world has highlighted how ill-prepared the U.S. health-
care system has become for dealing with a national health 
emergency of this potential magnitude.

The U.S. has lagged far behind other nations in terms of 
testing our citizens to determine whether they have con-
tracted Covid-19. Not only did our government not have 
anywhere near the number of test kits available to meet 
the demand for testing, but those that we did have were 
defective. 

As a result, we have lost precious time in identifying 
how many of our citizens have the disease and the extent 
of the outbreak in specific parts of the country.

Cutbacks in the budgets of the federal agencies respon-
sible for ensuring our nation’s health have reduced the 
ability of the federal government to respond to such threats 
speedily and competently.

However,  there is a much-deeper problem that has been 
looming for years.

The closing of community hospitals throughout the na-
tion in the past few decades has created a crisis that already 
has placed our healthcare system at the breaking point -- a 
situation that will only get worse as the Baby Boomers be-
gin to reach their late 70s and 80s.

Anybody who has been to a hospital emergency room 
recently knows all too well that our healthcare system is 
woefully inadequate even in the best of times.

The 46,500 beds in intensive care in the United States 
are occupied virtually 24/7/365 by mostly elderly persons 
with a wide range of health issues. Covid-19, if uncon-
trolled, might lead to up to 1.9 million ICU admissions, ac-
cording to projections presented to the American Hospital 
Association -- a situation for which we have nowhere near 
the capacity or capability.

Even without a pandemic or similar national health 
emergency, our health care system is a disaster waiting to 
happen in the years ahead.

EXACTLY WHAT 
THE BUSINESS 
DISTRICT NEEDS

Dear Editor,
I am pleased to have sup-

ported the 600 project from 
the beginning. This $28 
Million project is exactly 
what the business district 
needs to spur new growth 
and revitalization. It will be 
the largest private invest-
ment made in the heart of 
the city for as long as I can 
remember and create over 
$400,000 in new annual 
tax revenue to support our 
schools and city services. I 
am especially proud to have 
fought for and supported 

the Mayor’s vision to im-
plement Inclusionary Zon-
ing across the city. Because 
of this new ordinance, the 
project will include 13 af-
fordable rate units.

In 2012 I was pleased to 
support Mayor DeMaria’s 
linkage fee vision. I knew 
then as I do now that we 
needed to start looking 
at how we bring in smart 
growth development. This 
being said making sure our 
community wouldn’t be 
left out and left behind. We 
needed to see these large 
scale development’s giving 
back community benefits 
at the same time lessening 

the burden on our Schools 
and Public Safety. Unfor-
tunately at that time the 
Board of Aldermen didn’t 
see the importance of this 
vision. We at that point 
could have started to make 
meaningful impact towards 
affordable housing. Unfor-
tunately we had to wait 4 
more years until the May-
or offered another option. 
I was still fully committed 
to addressing the affordable 
housing needs in our city. 
It’s the reason why I voted 
in 2016 and 2018 for and 
amendments to inclusion-
ary zoning. 

I want to thank the mem-

bers of the Board of Ap-
peals. I absolutely believe 
they did all they could to 
work between the residents, 
city and developers. While 
always having first priority 
of the resident’s concerns 
in mind. I am pleased that 
this opportunity will be 
developed under John Toc-
co who has proven to be a 
dedicated member of our 
community and I look for-
ward to working with him 
and his team to reinvigorate 
our downtown. 

Michael J. McLaughlin
Ward Six City Councilor

By Mayor Carlo DeMaria 

With daylight savings 
upon us, Spring is certain-
ly in the air. The Connolly 
Center and the Health and 
Wellness Centers are filled 
with residents looking es-
cape cabin fever. The sun 
has been shining and the 
temperature has reached 
over 70 degrees.

What better time than 
now to check out Everett’s 
spectacular waterfront? En-
core Boston Harbor offers 
magnificent amenities that 
residents should explore if 
they haven’t yet. Imagine: 

a 5-star resort in our own 
backyard attracting peo-
ple from all over the world 
built on the ashes of the 
land’s former resident, the 
pollution-heavy mega-cor-
poration known as Mon-
santo Chemical. 

Encore Boston Harbor is 
so much more than a Casi-
no. There is far more at En-
core than slot machines and 
table games. Their state-of-
the-art spa rivals the finest 
in Boston. Their dining op-
tions have something for 
everyone. Where else can 
you get prime rib for $29.99 
at a top tier steak house like 
Rare? Their mid-week rates 

for overnight guests are 
reasonable for such a beau-
tiful facility. I am so fortu-
nate to have witnessed this 
breathtaking facility literal-
ly rise from start to finish. 
Stacy and I have enjoyed a 
few overnight stays at En-
core. Our most memorable 
was the opening day of the 
resort in preparation for the 
ceremonial ribbon cutting, 
a defining moment in our 
City’s history that I will 
never forget. Waking up to 
a view of our City from a 
now nationally recogniz-
able landmark after years 
of intense advocacy was 
surreal.

As Spring approaches, I 
invite you to take a Satur-
day afternoon to explore 
the resort or the grounds 
that surround it. Take a 
stroll along the beautiful 
waterfront or the outdoor 
parks and vastly sprawling 
open spaces, all of which 
are free and open to the 
public. If you are feeling 
inclined, opt to treat your-
self and stay mid-week for 
$149. Our Everett is devel-
oping and progressing and 
I’m excited for the future. 

Carlo DeMaria is the 
Mayor of Everett.

Guest Op-Ed

Springtime, Encore, and the Waterfront

See OP-ED Page 5
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The Everett Public 
School continued on last 
week with the Read Across 
America tradition, with sev-
eral City officials reading to 
classrooms across the city.

Councilor Fred Capone read to Mrs. Denish’s third-grade class at Sumner Whittier.  

Mayor Carlo DeMaria read to Ms. Reagan’s second grade class at the Lafayette School on 
Dr. Seuss’ birthday

Councilor Anthony DiPierro read ‘Fox in Sox’ to Ms. Catal-
do’s first grade class at the Webster School. He is pictured 
here with Mrs. Elizabeth DiPierro and his cousins, Ella and 
Anthony DiPierro.

Mrs. Reagan’s second-grade class at the Lafayette School was happy to welcome Councilor 
Fred Capone as a guest reader.

Mayor Carlo DeMaria read to students at the Whittier School last week.

Patti Frati from Everett Bank read to students at the Lafayette School on Friday, March 6, as 
part of Read Across America.

Op-Ed //             CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

for many cultures around 
the world, it made a fitting 
meal at all sorts of feasts 
and celebrations, accord-
ing to the Encyclopedia of 
Religion. Some historians 
believe Easter’s spring tim-
ing also factored into the 
choice: Farmers typical-
ly slaughtered pigs in the 
fall and then took several 
months to smoke the pork, 
making a ham ready just 
in time for Easter dinner.” 
www.goodhousekeeping.
com.

The Real Deal of Easter
“The Bible  makes no 

mention of a long-eared, 
short-tailed creature who 
delivers decorated eggs 
to well-behaved children 
on  Easter Sunday; never-
theless, the Easter bunny 
has become a prominent 
symbol of Christianity’s 
most important holiday,” 
according to an article at 
www.history.com.

  Easter is a deeply reli-
gious holiday for many, 
packed with significance 

in the resurrection story of 
Christ. Good Friday marks 
Jesus’s crucifixion and Eas-
ter Sunday celebrates his 
resurrection.  The crucifix-
ion of Jesus is recorded in 
the New Testament books, 
known as the Gospels: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John.

Blessings to all my peeps 
at Easter!

 Melissa Martin, Ph.D., 
is an author, columnist, 
educator, and therapist. 
She lives in Ohio.
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By Seth Daniel

Everett Redevelopment 
Authority (ERA) members 
said they were encour-
aged with the interest in 
the parking lot parcels at 
Everett Square through the 
recent bidding process that 
has taken place through the 
summer.

After a meeting of the 
ERA Monday night, City 
Planner Tony Sousa said 
they had received five pro-
posals from their Request 
for Information (RFI) they 
put out to the development 
world at the end of the 
spring.

“The purpose of the RFI 
was to gauge if there was 
interest,” he said. “Indeed, 
there was interest. We talk-
ed to other redevelopment 
authorities in Malden and 
Worcester and five propos-
als are pretty solid. Some-
times you don’t get any and 
sometimes you get a cou-
ple. We have been told that 
three to five proposals is the 
sweet spot.”

The ERA had put out a 
previous RFI for the Square 
last year, and got back three 
proposals. However, at that 
time, the City had not yet 
been approved by the state 

for its Everett Square Urban 
Renewal Plan (URP). After 
having been approved for 
that plan earlier this year, 
they decided to put out an-
other RFI. Only one propo-
nent from the earlier round 
re-submitted, Sousa said.

Those who have submit-
ted proposals include:

•Sal Sacro of the Sacro 
Development.

•Di Girolomo Cos./Rich 
Di Girolomo, owner of 
Braza Grille property.

•Legacy Building and 
Development/Charlie Zam-
muto, developer of the old 
pizza place on Main Street.

•Equity Residential.
•Chestnut Equity/Build-

ing Wealth & Communi-
ties/Boston Realty Advi-
sors (Joint venture).

The RFI was specifi-
cally gauging interest in 
the parking lots in Everett 
Square adjacent to Braza 
Grille and the Sacro Tow-
er. The City has called for 
a mixed-use development 
that would include residen-
tial and retail on the ground 
floor. There was a prefer-
ence for developers who 
were willing and able to 
leverage relationships with 

Candidates were 
out and about on 
Tuesday morning, 
Sept. 17, for the 
City Preliminary 
Election, which fea-
tured the Council 
at-large candidates 
competing against 
each other. Only 
one in the field was 
set to be eliminat-
ed, and a low turn-
out was expected, 
but many in the 
race felt it was a 
good bellwether to 
see how the cam-
paigns are faring 
right now. Pictured 
in Everett Square 
campaigning was Jimmy Green, Paul Russo and Councilor Wayne Matewsky. Just down the street was Councilor John Hanlon with Sal Sacro and State Rep. Joe McGonagle – among others. For complete results, check the Everett Independent’s website and social media this evening, (www.everettindependent.com and @EverettIndy).
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PHOTO BY JIM VALENTEAll the Hawks can do is chase Everett’s Tyrese Baptiste (11) in vain as he jets into open field and to the end zone for the Crimson Tide. The Tide hosted the Xaverian Hawks on Friday night, Sept. 13, and controlled the game. The final score ended up 27-21 after Xaverian scored a touchdown in the final seconds. See Page 9 for story and more photos.

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERSThe Wailers, the original band that played with Reggae icon Bob Marley, performed as the headlining act at Village Fest on Saturday night, Sept. 14. Thousands of Everett resi-dents and visitors to the city came out once again to take in the local flavor combination of great music, family fun, great breweries/distilleries and food galore. Johnny D’Agos-tino, known as the moderator for the popular Everett Facebook page, emceed the event on Saturday and kept the fun going all evening. See Page 11 for more photos.

City officials 
give parking 
update on 
Lower 
Broadway

By Laura Plummer

Three months after En-
core Boston opened its 
doors to the public, City 
officials met with Council 
on Sept. 3, to update them 
on the parking situation on 
Lower Broadway.

Prior to its summer re-
cess back in June, Council 
meetings were dominat-
ed by concerns about how 
the casino opening would 
impact the day-to-day life 
of residents in Everett, not 
the least of which was the 
worry that residential dis-
tricts would be flooded with 
non-residents parking along 
the streets and taking public 
transportation down to the 
resort.

At that time, some Coun-
cilors felt that the City’s 
focus on Lower Broadway 
was too small in scope and 
ignored potential issues 
outside of this area. It was 
agreed that the city would 
address Council in another 
three months to provide an 
update.

Everett Police Sergeant 
Joe Gaff and the May-
or’s Chief of Staff Kevin 
O’Donnell announced that 
the traffic and parking sit-
uation on Lower Broadway 
was “better than anybody 
anticipated,” something 
they attributed to educating 
the community about using 
public transportation.

“Everybody who’s put 
their energy down there 
is reaping the rewards. 

Council calls 
for solution to 
city’s rodent 
problem

By Laura Plummer

At its first meeting of 
the fall on Monday, Sept. 
3, Council addressed com-
plaints of a surge in the 
city’s rat population, per-
haps due to an increase in 
recent construction proj-
ects.

Councilor Wayne 
Matewsky said he had re-
ceived numerous phone 
calls from residents, not 
only in his own ward, but 
also from around the city 
who are seeking a solution 
to the city’s rat problem. 
He identified the follow-
ing streets as being areas 
of concern: Bolster, Elm, 
Elsie, Estes, George and 
Paris.

“This may not seem like 
an issue that affects every-
body, but it’s all over the 
city,” he said. “They’re 
coming from somewhere. 
There has to be an aware-
ness.”

VILLAGE 
FEST

 CITY PRELIMINARY ELECTION

By Seth Daniel

Nearly $400 million was 
wagered at Encore Boston 
Harbor in August, with a 
strong showing on table 
games once again, but a 
continuing “soft” perfor-
mance on the sea of slot 
machines at the resort.

The Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission 
(MGC) released its August 

numbers on Monday, and 
found that Encore outpaced 
the two other casinos in the 
state by a longshot, bring-
ing in $52.8 million in 
Gross Gaming Revenues 
for the month. That was 
nearly $4 million more than 
their number in July.

The total wagered for 
August was $391.47 mil-
lion (a number that consists 
of the total coin-in wagered 

on the slots and the reve-
nues from table games).

The numbers were built 
on another strong perfor-
mance on the table games, 
where Encore logged $32.2 
million in revenues for Au-
gust, which was nearly $5 
million over July’s number 
– which was considered 
very strong.

Everett Redevelopment receives 
strong interest in Everett Square lots

Five proposals

THE CHASE

Encore gaming numbers continue 
to grow, though slots remain ‘soft’

By Seth Daniel

The time-honored per-
ception in Everett Public 
Schools has been that many 
of the students in the class-
rooms don’t necessary live 
in the city.

It has been a rumor or 
innuendo for years upon 
years, and now the School 
Committee and City Ad-

ministration are looking to 
bring in more stringent re-
quirements for students to 
prove residency – as Ever-
ett is one of the most lenient 
in the area on the issue.

“There were times in the 
past when people would 
say they knew our star foot-
ball player lives in Boston 
and they needed to be an 
investigation,” said School 

Committeeman Frank 
Parker. “They say that be-
cause they see him get on 
a bus going into Boston. It 
ends up he was homeless 
and going into the shelter at 
Youth Harbor. There is fact 
and there is perception. We 
need to operate on fact so 
there isn’t such perceptions 

School Committee moves to look into 
more restrictive student residency

See ENCORE Page 2

See SCHOOL Page 3

See PARKING Page 3

See SOLUTION Page 2
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Senator
Sal 

DiDomenico

Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
held his annual St. Patrick’s 
Day Roast in Charlestown 
on Friday evening, March 
6, welcoming hundreds of 
friends and supporters. This 
year, the Golden Shamrock 
award was awarded to Lisa 
McGoff Collins of Charles-
town. Politicians  joked at 
one another’s expense and 
all enjoyed a traditional 
Irish corned beef dinner.

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

SEN. SAL DIDOMENICO HOSTS ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY ROAST

Tricia DiDomenico, Sen. Sal DiDomenico, and Councilor 
Anthony DiPierro celebrated St. Patrick’s Day on Friday 
in Charlestown.

Sen. Sal DiDomenico welcomed Attorney General Maura 
Healy.

Marie Monzione and Ruth Giannasoli dressed in festive 
green attire for St. Patrick’s Day.

Senate President Karen Spilka and State Treasurer Deb 
Goldberg enjoyed traditional Irish food.

Congressman Joe Kennedy and State Sen. Joe Boncore 
saluted the flag.

Sen. Sal DiDomenico welcomed Everett Supt. Priya Tahil-
iani and Senate President Karen Spilka.

Councilor Stephanie Martins and School Committeeman 
Marcony Almeida-Barros attended. Charlestown State Rep. Dan Ryan and Everett State Rep. 

Joe McGonagle joined the fun at the St. Patrick’s Day cele-
bration.

Congressman Joe Kenne-
dy received assistance with 
his floral pin from Christie 
Getto Young.

Bagpipers entertained the 
crowd at Sen. Sal DiDomeni-
co’s St. Patrick’s Day event.
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The Eliot Family Re-
source Center held a char-
ity hockey game on Satur-
day, Feb. 29, to benefit the 
Center – which is housed in 
the old high school building 
on Broadway. The Center’s 
team played Everett’s Fin-
est – a team made up of 
Everett Police officers. The 
result was a great night at 
the rink for a great cause.

Mike Broderick, Brian Sparrow and Goalie DJ Schoanec.

Everett’s Finest Team.

Shayne Lafee.

The Eliot Family Resource Center Team.

Gus Rego (L) and Ryan Silman (R) prepare for a faceoff.Eli Kim (L) and Anthony Matos (R) battle for the puck.

Goalie Justin Keenan protects the puck from Brian Ramun-
no (R).

Norman Derochers (L) and Mike Broderick (R).

Ann Fitzgerald, Eleanor Gayhart, Liliana Patino, Valentina Medina, Jennifer Joseph, and 
Mariana Patino.

Nick Cristiano (EF).

ELIOT FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER HOSTS CHARITY HOCKEY GAME

By Cary Shuman

Cara Andreotti wrapped 
up her superb  basketball 
career for Lexington Chris-
tian Academy with an ap-
pearance in the New En-
gland Preparatory School 
Athletic Council (NEP-
SAC) championship game 
Sunday at Noble and Gree-
nough in Dedham.

While Andreotti and the 
Lady Lions fell short to 
Vermont Academy in the 
Class D final, her achieve-
ments as a four-year All-
Star and scholar-athlete 
have left a lasting legacy 
in the program led by head 
coach Steve Schmidt.

A 5-feet-5-inch point 
guard known for her uncan-
ny ball-handling and play-
making skills, Andreotti 
scored the 1,000th point 
of her career in a Jan. 31 
game at Concord Academy. 
She swished a three-pointer 
from the top of the key to 
enter the esteemed club.

The referees stopped 
the game and teammates 
enveloped Cara with con-
gratulatory hugs and high-
fives along with a pre-made 
poster commemorating her 
accomplishment. Cara’s 
parents, Rocco and Cindy, 
and her grandfather, Jay 

Andreotti – part of a family 
heritage dating back more 
than 100 years in Everett 
– were also present for the 
milestone moment. Cara 
also received the game ball, 
choosing to wear her sis-
ter’s Crimson Tide hoodie 
for the presentation cere-
mony. 

While Andreotti’s ability 
to hit long-range jumpers 
and drive past defenders 
for layups is affirmed by 
her career, double-figure 
points-per-game average 
(13 PPG this season)  and 
a 34-point career-high per-
formance versus Berwick 
Academy as a junior, it was 
her multitude of assists and 
unselfish floor generalship 
that elevated the team to the 
top seed in New England.

“Cara’s an incredible 
ballhandler and an incredi-
ble leader on the floor who 
can score, but she looks to 
make her teammates better 
first,” said Coach Schmidt. 
She’s also great defensively 
and was the leader of our 
offense.”

Andreotti helped anchor 
the resurgence of the LCA 
program that has been a 
playoff team the last two 
seasons. “We were rebuild-
ing when she first got here 
and she was a huge part 

of that transition,” said 
Schmidt. “We had tough 
seasons, but to be  where 
we’ve been the last two 
years, it’s been great.”

Andreotti said this 
year’s team – with a ter-
rific starting five including 
fellow 1,000-point scorer 
Brooke Krivickas and a 
third All-NEPSAC player, 
Emily Palmer - had high 
expectations entering this 
season. After being the No. 
2 seed a year ago, the Lions 
marched to an impressive  
17-6 record and earned the 
No. 1 seed in the NEPSAC 
playoffs this season.

Academy Award
LCA star Andreotti scores her 1,000th career point

See ANDREOTTI Page 8

Lexington Christian 
Academy basketball star 
Cara Andreotti of Everett 
holds the game ball that 
she received after scoring 
the 1,000th point of her 
career in a Jan. 31 game at 
Concord Academy.
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ZONTA CLUB OF CHELSEA PRESENTS 
NORTH SHORE SCHOLARSHIPS

 Members of the Zonta Club of Chelsea and North Shore recently delivered scholarship 
checks to local High Schools in Everett, Winthrop, Revere, Saugus and Chelsea.  They are 
so pleased to continue awarding these scholarships to deserving young woman excelling 
in mathematics and science studies who are graduating from local high schools. Pictured 
are Everett High School Principal Erick Naumann, Zonta member Barbara Lawlor, High 
School Clerk Linda Maloney and Zonta member Mary Jane O’Neill.

Last week, the national 
anti-hunger campaign No 
Kid Hungry announced 
Sen. Sal DiDomenico as a 
recipient of its 2020 Break-
fast Hero contest. DiDome-
nico was one of only six 
recipients throughout the 
United States.

DiDomenico was award-
ed alongside his House 
colleagues and Represen-
tatives Aaron Vega and 
Andy Vargas for their spon-
sorship of Breakfast After 
the Bell legislation that re-
cently passed unanimous-
ly in both chambers of the 
Massachusetts Legislature. 
Once enacted, this legis-
lation will increase access 
to school breakfast to over 
150,000 low-income stu-
dents across the Common-
wealth by making it a part 
of the school day.

Accessing traditional 
cafeteria breakfast service 
can be challenging for 
many kids. Breakfast after 
the bell provides breakfast 
in a way that is more con-
venient and accessible to 
students, resulting in more 
kids starting the day ready 
to learn.

“Thank you to No Kid 
Hungry for honoring me 
as a recipient of their 2020 
Breakfast Hero contest,” 
said Sen. DiDomenico. “We 

can have the best teachers, 
facilities, and technology 
in our classrooms, but if 
our kids are showing up for 
school hungry, they sim-
ply are not ready to learn. 
Breakfast After the Bell 
is smart policy that will 
help thousands of children 
across our Commonwealth 
access the nutrition they 
need to start their days. I am 
very grateful to the No Kid 
Hungry campaign and Rise 
and Shine Coalition for 
their advocacy and partner-
ship on this critical issue for 
our children and families.”

“Smart legislation is one 
of the most effective ways 
to increase participation in 
school breakfast programs,” 
said Bernadette Downey, 
Share Our Strength’s asso-
ciate director, government 
relations and advocacy. 
“Once this legislation is en-
acted, thousands more kids 
in Massachusetts will get 
the nutrition they need to 
reach their full potential – 
thanks to the strong leader-
ship of these three breakfast 
heroes.”

According to No Kid 
Hungry, “this year’s inspir-
ing line up of champions 
come from all walks of life, 
proof that ending child-
hood hunger takes all of 
us. Breakfast powers kids 

to reach their full potential, 
but millions of kids in need 
start each school day on an 
empty stomach. No Kid 
Hungry’s breakfast hero 
award celebrates individu-
als who are changing that. 
By using their voices to 
build awareness, enacting 
smart policy, raising criti-
cal funds and implementing 
breakfast after the bell pro-
grams in schools, they have 
gone above and beyond to 
ensure all kids in America 
are Powered By Breakfast.”

No Kid Hungry is an 
active member of Rise and 
Shine Massachusetts, a 
statewide coalition of over 
fifty hunger-relief and edu-
cation organizations advo-
cating for state legislation 
that increases equitable 
access and participation in 
school breakfast.

School breakfast is an en-
ergy source for kids across 
the nation. Research shows 
that hunger has long-term 
ramifications on children, 
including lower test scores, 
weaker attendance rates, 
and a higher risk of hospi-
talizations and chronic dis-
eases. No Kid Hungry and 
its partners focus on school 
breakfast as a critical way 
to end childhood hunger.

DiDomenico receives National Breakfast Hero award

Staff Report

A Salvadoran man who 
was a member of the vi-
olent gang known as La 
Mara Salvatrucha, or MS-
13, was sentenced Monday 
in Boston federal court for 
unlawfully reentering the 
United States and conspira-
cy to commit money laun-
dering.

Jose Audelino Valle 
Flores, a/k/a “Mecha,” 33, 
who previously resided 
in Lynn and was also pre-
viously a member of an 
Everett clique in the gang, 
was sentenced by U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Denise J. 
Casper to 33 months in fed-
eral prison and three years 
of supervised release.  

According to court doc-

uments, Valle Flores was 
unlawfully in the United 
States until December 2016 
when he was arrested by 
immigration authorities 
and deported to El Salva-
dor. In August 2018, im-
migration authorities again 
encountered Valle Flores in 
the United States. He was 
subsequently charged in 
this case with unlawfully 
reentering the United States 
after his prior removal from 
the country. 

From approximately 
2010 through 2016, Valle 
Flores was a member of the 
Everett Locos Salvatrucha 
(ELS) clique of MS-13.  
Members of MS-13 often 
pay “dues” to their cliques, 
which is used to further a 
variety of criminal activity 
both within and outside of 

the United States. For ex-
ample, MS-13 members of-
ten send money to El Salva-
dor to further MS-13 gang 
activity in El Salvador, to 
purchase weapons, and/or 
to support MS-13 members 
who are imprisoned in El 
Salvador.  

From at least 2014 
through at least 2016, Valle 
Flores conspired with other 
MS-13 members to send 
money from the United 
States to El Salvador with 
the intent of promoting un-
lawful activity by the MS-
13 gang. As an example 
of these money transfers, 
for approximately a year 
around 2014, Valle Flores 
collected clique dues from 
ELS members and sent 
money to MS-13 leaders in 
El Salvador.

Salvadoran National recently sentenced for 
money laundering conspiracy and unlawful reentry
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PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

City officials and several res-

idents have applauded the 

efforts of the Department of 

Public Works and its sub-

contractors for their efforts  

to remove snow during last 

Thursday’s snow storm. The 

Mayor’s Office indicated they 

have received many positive 

comments, and councilors 

such as Michael McLaughlin said he wanted to praise the work of the City crews in the difficult 

storm.
Here, a plow moves through Nichols Street on Thursday, with crews working for hours to keep 

ahead of the storm, which dumped about 13.5 inches on Everett. Meanwhile, residents like 

Jimmy Aversa joined his family in clearing the sidewalks as the storm was in full force.

PHOTO BY KATY ROGERS

School Committee member 

Bernie D'Onofrio (photo right) 

– the newly elected chair of the 

Committee - was announced 

and accompanied by his 

daughter Michela Tejeda at 

the Inaugural Ball last Tuesday 

night, Jan. 2, in honor of the 

City’s 125th anniversary. Short-

ly after, Mayor Carlo DeMaria and his wife, Stacy, were introduced as they entered the Ball. The soiree was held immediately after 

the official Inauguration ceremonies at Everett High School, and the Ball was coordinated by City Clerk Sergio Cornelio’s office.  

See Page 5 for more photos.

By Joseph Domelowicz Jr.

Longtime Everett public 

servant Millie Cardello has 

returned to public service and 

the Everett School Commit-

tee following Monday night’s 

super-intense vote of the 

Joint Convention of the Ev-

erett City Council and Everett 

School Committee.

Cardello won by a vote of 

10-9 of Amanda (Burley) Pat-

terson, with the outcome of 

the vote coming down to the 

wire as candidates and their 

surrogates lobbied hard for 

votes through last weekend.

There were actually two 

School Committee appoint-

ments to be made on Monday, 

with the Cardello/Patterson 

vote being the more contro-

versial of the two.

City Clerk Sergio Corne-

lio began the proceedings for 

Cardello and Patterson by 

opening nominations to fill 

the vacancy created by the 

December death of School 

Committee member Richard 

Baniewicz.
As reported in the Indepen-

dent last week, in the weeks 

since Baniewicz’s death, two 

viable candidates to fill the 

vacancy emerged in former 

School Committee, Common 

Councilor and Alderman Car-

dello and former EHS stu-

dent-athlete Patterson, who 

is also the daughter of City 

Council Clerk John Burley.

Patterson was nominated 

by City Councilor Michael 

McLaughlin, who gradat-

ed EHS with Patterson, and 

Councilor Anthony DiPierro 

seconded the motion.

School Committeeman 

Thomas Abruzzese nominated 

Cardello, with the nomination 

seconded by Councilor Ste-

phen Simonelli.

The roll call vote resulted in 

a 10-9 vote for Cardello, with 

Councilors Richard Dell Iso-

la, Rosa DiFlorio, Leo McK-

innon, and Simonelli voting 

with School Committee mem-

bers Abruzzese, Marcony 

Almeida, Bernardino D’Onof-

rio, Joseph LaMonica, Lester 

MacLaughlin and Frank Park-

er voting for Cardello.

Councilors Fred Capone, 

DiPierro, John Hanlon, Mi-

chael Marchese, Wayne 

Matewsky, McLaughlin and 

Peter Napolitano voted with 
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PHOTO BY JARED CHARNEY

Jason Cardinale of Everett beats a Lynn defender to the puck 

at Connery Skating Rink in Lynn on Saturday, Jan. 6, during 

a league matchup against the combined Lynn Jets team. The 

Crimson Tide, however, lost 10-5 to a tough Lynn team. see Page 

7 for more photos.

By Seth Daniel

Everett Fire Chief Tony 

Carli said two firefighters 

showed great tenacity on 

Monday, Jan. 8, in saving two 

people from an upstairs unit 

at a two-alarm fire on Hillside 

Street.
Lt. Jay Lewis and Firefight-

er Joe DeSisto of the Ladder 

2 company are being giv-

en credit for the saves, one 

of which was on a man who 

was not able to move quick 

enough to escape. However, 

Chief Carli also added that in 

addition to the two firefighters 

singled out, then entire crew 

did a fantastic job of prevent-

ing loss of life.

“Right after we got a report 

of a fire and got on scene, there 

was a report that someone was 

in the second unit who could 

not ambulate on his own for 

medical reasons,” said the 

chief. They went in and made 

the grab. There was another 

Joint Committee elects Cardello 

to fill School Committee vacancy

By Seth Daniel

Whether it was a 25-cent 

sub, an animated conversation 

or the institution of his sub 

shop, long-time Angelina’s 

Sub Shop owner Ali S. Ali 

created a business that made 

him into an Everett legend.

That legend passed away 

peacefully on Friday, Jan. 5, 

surrounded by family in his 

home at the age of 91.

His passing marked yet 

another icon of old Everett 

lost to time, though his shop 

has been out of existence for 

about two years now – and he 

had been retired since 2012.

“He was an icon; he was re-

ally someone special,” said his 

son, Sam Ali, this week. “We 

take it for granted because we 

were around it all the time.”

Said his daughter, Amele 

Ambrosino, “He was just a 

great guy and he loved Everett 

and loved the customers who 

came into his Everett store. 

Often, he would actually sleep 

on the counter of the shop 

because he was so exhausted 

and had to open up early the 

next morning. He was so tired 

because he would never close, 

never wanted to miss some-

one who might come in for 

a sandwich. He instilled that 

work ethic into all six of his 

kids. When he was at Angeli-

na’s, he just loved Everett and 

loved the people in Everett.”

Angelina’s started in Lynn 

in 1954, and soon expanded 

to Broadway Everett. After 

opening in a small store in 

the 600th block of Broadway, 

Ali eventually settled at 696 

Broadway until he retired in 

2012. Family members tried 

to keep it running, but illness-

es prevented it from continu-

ing and they closed for good 

two years ago – though they 

still own the building.

The name Angelina’s, Han-

nan Ali said, came from when 

the business started with 

family member Isa Ali. Not 

wanting to call it Ali’s Subs, 

the two were searching for a 

name while taking deliver-

ies of their first products. As 

it happened, the first product 

they received was ‘Angelina’s 

Pure Italian Olive Oil.’ It hit a 

chord with the two, and that 

became the name that grew to 

legendary status in Everett.

Part of the legend was the 

fact that the sandwiches were 

chock full of ingredients, and 

that they were just 25 cents.

His favorites were the Reg-

ular American (Salami, Amer-

ican Cheese and Bologna), the 

Italian and the Steak Bomb 

with Salami – all of which 

were made with Piantedosi 

breads.
“He just had it; he knew 

what to do,” said Sam Ali. 

“He would pile on everything. 

He said it had to have lots and 

lots of ingredients. The Regu-

lar American was his first big 

one. It was simple, but that 

was the beauty of it – the reg-

ular. Then he expanded to the 

Italian and others. He used to 

EHS HOCKEY

Firefighters 

Lewis, DeSisto 

lauded for 

saving tenants 

on Hillside Street

The Regular American:  Sub shop icon Ali S. Ali passes at 91

INAUGURAL BALL

A picture of Ali S. Ali (in the red apron) in front of Angelina’s Sub 

Shop on Broadway with a group of devoted customers, includ-

ing Tom Rogers, the late Richard Baniewicz and others. The 

photo was taken with Ali around 1990 and hung on the wall of 

his shop for years.

See ALI Page 2

See FIRE Page 2

'BOMB CYCLONE' TESTS EVERETT RESIDENTS

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

OFFICE 

CLOSED
Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE

Sound Interesting? Call 781-485-0588

Revere Journal(6400)

Winthrop Sun Transcript(4000) 

East Boston Times Free Press(7000)

Chelsea Record(2900)

Everett Independent(7500) 

Lynn Journal(5000)

Beacon Hill Times(8700)

The Boston Sun(14000) 

Regional Review(3500) 

Charlestown Patriot Bridge(7300)

Jamaica Plain Gazette (16400) 

Mission Hill Gazette(7000)

Your 
Ad Here!

8 week
minimum
per calendar

year

[ [
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE

Schedule Your Spots for 2019! $250.00 per run. 

Savings of $800

Andreotti said she was 
grateful for the excellent in-
struction she received from 
Schmidt, who coached the 
Everett star for four sea-
sons.

“He’s a great coach and 
an amazing guy,” said An-
dreotti. “On and off the 
court, he’s really there for 
you and he really cares 
about his players.”

An honor roll student 
and a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Ad-
reotti will be attending 
Gordon College where she 
intends to study in the field 
of Exercise Science. She 
also considered Wheaton, 
Sacred Heart, Merrimack, 
and UMass Boston before 
determining that Gordon 
was the right fit for her.

After watching her im-
provement in each sea-
son, Schmidt believes that 
Andreotti will be a major 
contributor to the Gordon 
women’s basketball pro-
gram.

“She’ll be a great addi-
tion to that program – she’ll 
be a leader and though I 

don’t know the Gordon 
coach’s style very well, my 
thought is that Cara can 
fit in to any system,” said 
Schmidt. “She is such a 
hard worker and loves be-
ing in the gym practicing 
on her own time – she’ll fit 
right in no matter what.”

  
Basketball Beginnings    

in Everett
Cara Andreotti began 

playing organized bas-
ketball for the Madeline 
English School team in 
Everett. While at English, 
she also played for Ever-
ett Recreation’s Explosion 
team.

But even before that, 
Cara had begun laying the 
foundation to her basket-
ball career through practice 
sessions outside the family 
home on Avon Street with 
her father, Rocco, a former 
Everett High athlete, and 
her cousin, Joshua Bald-
win, who is now a 6-feet-5-
inch football and basketball 
standout at Belmont Hill.

Andreotti also advanced 
her skills while playing six 

years of AAU basketball 
for the Basketball To The 
Limit (B2L) team..

“I’d have to say that I 
owe a lot in my early bas-
ketball development to my 
cousin [Joshua] and a mix 
of my coaches, Gina Fitz-
gerald and Donald Morris, 
who helped me so much to 
improve at a young age,” 
said Andreotti.

The decision to attend 
Lexington Christian meant 
a half-hour commute each 
school day and a basketball 
schedule that encompassed 
private schools throughout 
New England.

“My parents have trav-
eled to Maine, New Hamp-
shire, Connecticut to be at 
all my games,” said And-
reotti. “I’m so grateful for 
all their support.”

Cara is a strong candi-
date for team MVP at the 
LCA year-ending awards 
banquet. She has also been 
nominated to play in this 
June’s Harry Agganis All-
Star Classic, a game fea-
turing the top graduating 
players in the area.

By Seth Daniel

When Everett firefighters 
work details at the Encore 
Boston Harbor resort from 
Thursdays to Sundays, they 
said they often feel like 
they’re alone on an island, 
and this week their union is 
calling for revamped detail 
operations at the casino.

Union President Craig 
Hardy said they have had 
concerns for quite some 
time – even prior to the 
opening of the resort last 
year – but now they are 
speaking publicly after a 
State Trooper two week-
ends ago was seriously in-
jured at Encore.

One of their biggest con-
cerns, he said, is that fire-
fighters working details are 
there by themselves – only 
one firefighter per shift. 
Currently, Encore has Fire 
Details on Thursday, Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday 
at different times. Each 
of the firefighters are de-
ployed there on a shift by 
themselves.

“The big concern is 
we only have one person 
Thursday to Sunday,” he 
said. “Our work is all about 
never leaving a man alone. 
There are a lot of medical 
aid calls there and service 
calls that need two people. 
It all comes back to the 
mayor and his dealing with 
Encore. He’s negotiating 
public safety. I’m not com-

fortable about having my 
men down there by them-
selves. Look at what hap-
pened to the State Police. 
They are a great company 
and no one is in danger. The 
problem is the standard of 
care isn’t being followed.”

Encore said it has nego-
tiated the Fire Details with 
the City and have come to 
the current staffing levels.

“Our Fire Fighting cov-
erage and details have been 
extensively discussed with 
and agreed to by Fire Chief 
and the Mayor’s Office,” 
said Eric Kraus of Encore 
Boston Harbor.

The Mayor’s Office said 
in a statement they are con-
tinuously looking at Fire 
Detail levels and adjust 
them accordingly to calls 
for service.

“We are continuously 
monitoring the activities at 
the Encore resort and the 
calls for service,” read the 
statement. “We’ve been 
addressing the need for de-
tails on site specifications 
Thursday through Sunday. 
In the event of increasing 
calls for service, we will 
adjust accordingly.”

Hardy said the Depart-
ment did have 24/7 Fire 
Details at the resort when 
it opened. That was ended 
in October, and the new 
Thursday to Sunday sched-
ule began.

Hardy said they union 
has found that calls for ser-

vice overall in 2019 were 
up substantially. He said 
there were 5,659 calls in 
2018, and 6,581 in 2019. 
He said there were 487 in-
cidents at Encore from the 
June 23 opening to Oct. 9, 
and details in the casino 
handled the incident. He 
said the closest responding 
fire company, Ladder 1, 
has seen an increase of 200 
calls in the last year.

“The call volumes are 
up 20 percent since open-
ing,” he said. “The year 
over year figures represent 
only six months of Encore 
being open. Our members 
are handling it even though 
they are upset at being there 
by themselves. Public Safe-
ty and my firefighters’ safe-
ty is being negotiated, and 
it’s not cool.”

He said other casinos in 
the state, such as MGM and 
Plainridge Park, do have 
details, and MGM has a 
mobile station at the casi-
no. In Everett, he said they 
“haven’t even gotten a roll 
of hose.”

“We don’t have anything 
bad to say about Encore 
and we believe they are 
doing to do great things for 
the city,” he said. “It’s just 
a big issue we’re dealing 
with and we’ve been quiet 
about it. However, with the 
State Police injury incident, 
we decided we needed to 
speak up.”

Fire Union calls for revamped detail assignments at Encore
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Councilor Anthony DiP-
ierro hosted a birthday cel-
ebration at the Village Bar 
and Grill on  Thursday 
evening, March 5. He wel-
comed friends and support-
ers to join him in celebrat-
ing.  

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

Councilor Anthony DiPierro 
celebrated his birthday at 
the Village Bar and Grill on 
Thursday night.

Councilor Anthony DiPierro was joined by Greg Antonelli.

Councilor Jimmy Tri Le, School Committeeman Alan 
Panarese, and Carol Panarese wished Councilor Anthony 
DiPierro a happy birthday.

Councilor Anthony DiPierro was joined by his family, mom Tina, brother Sal, and father 
Jerry in celebration his birthday.

Councilor Anthony DiPierro hung out with his little cous-
in, Mikayla Fosco. 

School Committeewoman Cynthia Sarnie posed for a selfie 
with Councilor Anthony DiPierro.

Anthony Diorio and Brendan Mangan joined Councilor 
Anthony DiPierro.

Councilor at Large Wayne Matewsky congratulated Coun-
cilor Anthony DiPierro. 

Councilor Anthony DiPierro celebrated with his colleagues, 
School Committeewoman Samantha Lambert, Councilor 
Peter Napolitano, Malden School Committee Rob McCarthy, 
Councilor at Large John Hanlon, School Committeeman 
Alan Panarese, and Councilor Stephanie Martins. 

Councilor Anthony DiPierro celebrated with Council Presi-
dent Rosa DiFlorio.

COUNCILOR ANTHONY DIPIERRO HOSTS A BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

- LEGAL NOTICE -
CITY OF EVERETT

CITY OF EVERETT
EVERETT PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
484 BROADWAY, ROOM 26
EVERETT, MASSACHUSETTS 02149

Hearing on the following application:
983 Broadway
Site Plan Review
 
In accordance with the provisions of M.G.L Chapter 40A, Section 
19 of the Everett Zoning Ordinance, the Everett Planning Board 
will conduct a public hearing on Monday, March 23, 2020 at 7:00 
PM in the Speaker George Keverian Room, Third floor, City Hall, 
484 Broadway, Everett, MA 02149 to consider the above-listed 
applications in connection with the proposal to build a 9 unit 
(three story structure) as shown on plans entitled “Site Plan for 
Board of Appeals #983 Broadway” (the “Site Plan”) on a parcel 
shown on the Site Plan, being a parcel of land referenced by 
Assessor’s Department as A0-01-000147.
The application with narrative and the Site Plan were received 
on February 19, 2020. The plans are entitled “Site Plan for Board 
of Appeals #983 Broadway, Everett, MA 02149” were prepared 
by Hayes Engineering, Inc, 603 Salem St, Wakefield MA and 
prepared for the owner REX-E LLC of Wakefield MA.  The appli-
cation was prepared by Atty. David W. Carr dated February 19, 
2020 
A copy of the application and plans are on file and available 
in the Office of the City Clerk and the Department of Planning 
and Development, both located at City Hall, 484 Broadway, 
Everett, MA 02149 and can be inspected during regular City Hall 
business hours. All persons interested or wishing to be heard 
on the proposal should appear at the time and place designated 
above. As items may be continued to later dates, please contact 
Shane O’Brien of the Department of Planning & Development at 
617-944-0236 before attending.

Frederick Cafasso, Chairman
March 11, 2020
March 18, 2020

A short story 
about a motorcycle. 
And a sudden turn. 

When she was a young college student, Elisabeth
Marra had a serious motorcycle accident that
ultimately changed her life. Two years after the crash,
her painful open fractures had failed to heal. Then
she heard about a new and complex surgery
pioneered by a surgeon who used a patient’s own
stem cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy were
successful. 

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-direct her
own career aspirations. Inspired by the medical
professionals who helped her reclaim her active
lifestyle, she changed her major to study physical
therapy—a profession where her own experience
could help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra’s story here to illustrate two
of the most profound messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If reading it inspires
just one more person to achieve something special,
then its telling here has been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating Human Healing
orthoinfo.org
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THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 

J.F. Ward
Funeral Home

Independent & Locally
Owned

Est. 1929
Kevin S. Creel, Director

772 Broadway, Everett
(Glendale Sq. Area)

387-3367

Compassionate, Professional
Service Offering Pre-Need

Planning

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
CALL 

781-485-0588

CHURCH News

Glendale Christian Lighthouse Church
News and Notes

Adult Sunday School at 
9:30 AM.   Teaching about 
Holiness .

Sunday 10:30 AM Wor-
ship service.  

Wednesday hour of Pow-
er, worship, prayer and Bi-
ble Study. We are studying 
about God, come join us.

Come join us in prayer 
every Friday at 6 am. 

Saturday, 12-3, Women’s 
Fellowship. Join our sisters 
in worship, fellowship and 
prayer.

“Whatever you do, work 
at it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not 
for human masters,” Colos-
sians 3:23

“In Pursuit of Spiritual 
Excellence”

Righteousness, Godli-
ness, Faith, Love, Truth

• Domingo 9:30 am Es-
cuela Dominical de Adul-
tos. (en inglés)

Servicio de Alabanza y 
Adoracion a las 10 am (en 
inglés)

• Miercoles Hora de Pod-
er, Oración, alabanza y Es-
tudio de la Palabra de Dios 
a las 7 pm  (en inglés)

• Ven unete a nosotros 
para orar todos los viernes 
a las 6 am

• Domingo Servicio de 
alabanza y adoracion a las 
4pm (Servicio en español)

Mayores informes de los 
servicios en español (617) 
306-3518

“No temas, porque yo es-
toy contigo; no desmayes, 
porque yo soy tu Dios que 
te esfuerzo; siempre te 
ayudaré, siempre te suste-
ntaré con la diestra de mi 
justicia.”

Isaias 41:10
“En busca de la excelen-

cia espiritual 
Rectitud, Divinidad, Fe, 

Amor, Verdad”
GLENDALE 
CHRISTIAN 

LIGHTHOUSE 
CHURCH 

701 BROADWAY
EVERETT, 

MASSACHUSETTS 
02149

617-387-7458
Rev. Larry Russi, Sr. 

Pastor
pastorlarry@

thelighthousechurch701.net

Grace Anglican Episcopal 
Church is open & welcoming 
to all.

There are 3 services on 
Sundays: 10am English, 1pm 
South Sudanese (Dinka) and 
3pm Haitian Creole. We have 
Sunday school at the 1pm ser-
vice in the Children’s Room.  
Coffee Hour starts after the 
10am service in the Parish Hall 
(entrance is  on 11 Liberty St.)

Holy Week Services:  
Maundy Thursday, April 9, 6p 
to 7p

Good Friday, April 10, 
5:30p to 7p

Easter Sunday, April 12, 
10a, 1p, 3p

Come all and let us walk to-
gether in this Season of hope, 
renewal and new beginnings. 

Grace Anglican 
Episcopal Church
67 Norwood Street, 

Everett, MA
Phone 617-387-7526 

or 508-243-8487

Grace Episcopal 
Church

News and Notes

Mystic Side Congrega-
tional Church is located 
in Everett, on Malden-Ev-
erett border, at 422 Main 
Street. We offer a warm, 
inviting atmosphere, and 
all are welcome.  Our Sun-
day Church service starts 
at 10:30 a.m. and Commu-
nion is offered on the first 
Sunday of each month.   A 
very pleasant coffee hour 
and socializing follow our 
services.   Parking is avail-
able in our lot next to the 
church on Wyllis Ave. (one 
way off Main Street).   We 
look forward to welcoming 
you this Sunday.

Mystic Side 
Congregational 

Church
News and Notes

Our Parish Staff:  Father 
Joseph Chacha Marwa, 
S.M.A. Administrator; 

Father Ernest Egbedike, 
S.M.A. Parochial Vicar;

Secretary Barbara Can-
non

Weekly Mass Schedule at 
Immaculate Conception is 
as follows:

Saturday (Sunday Vig-
il) 4:00 p.m., Sunday 7:00 
a.m., 9:00 a.m. (Family 
Mass), 11:00 a.m., and 5:30 

p.m.
12:15 p.m.  Spanish 

Community
4:00 p.m. Haitian Com-

munity
Masses are being held in 

the Chapel.
Eucharistic Adoration 

of the Blessed Sacrament:   
Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament is held every 
Thursday from 7:45 a.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  
Each Thursdays’ adoration 

will conclude the Benedic-
tion of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament at 6:30 p.m.   All 
are invited to  spend a few 
moments with Our Blessed 
Lord 

Bring a Book-Buy a 
Book -  We have a new 
Fundraiser Program in the 
back of the Church.  It’s 
called Bring a Book-Buy a 
Book.  All books are a dol-
lar and any money collected 
will go towards our Stain 

Glass Fund.  Brink a Book 
and Buy a Book and make a 
donation. Our selections are 
great and varied. Please stop 
by the table and see what we 
have.  Thank you

Immaculate Conception
Parish
489 Broadway
Everett, Mass 02149
Phone 617-389-5660

Immaculate Conception Parish
News and Notes

Glendale United Methodist Church
News and Notes

Glendale United Meth-
odist Church is open to all 
and we welcome people of 
all faiths, race, nationalities 
and sexual preference. No 
one is ever turned away. If 
you are looking for a new 
home church, we would like 
you to check us out and let 
us know what we can do to 
make church a better fit in 
your life.

Bible Study: Consider 
joining us for Bible study 
on Sunday. We meet in the 
Church Parlor off the Chapel 
from 9:30 to 10:00 a.m.

Sponsor the bulletin! For 
a $5 donation, you can ded-
icate the Sunday bulletin to 
recognize family, friends, or 
special occasions. There is a 
sign-up sheet in the Pastor’s 
study. Feel free to choose 
your particular week and 

leave a copy of your dedi-
cation in the mail in that is 
on the Pastor’s door. Please 
contact the Pastor if you 
have any questions.

Boy Scout Troop 814: 
Meet in Cooper Hall on 
Tuesday evenings from 6-9 
p.m. Cub Pack 11 meets on 
Saturday mornings.

NA Meetings – Mon. 
Bring Your Own Book 7:30 
– 9:30 p.m.; Thurs. I Can’t 
But We Can, 8:00 7:30 – 
9:30 p.m.

AA Meeting – Saturday 
evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Other times by appointment.

Bread of Life Donations – 
This outreach is being done 
to honor the United Method-
ist Women’s Group, who for 

so many years were our out-
reach source. Please bring 
any food item(s) to church 
and place in the box located 
on the altar.

We are on the Internet 
http://www.glen-

daleumc-everett.org 
Glendale United 

Methodist Church
Pastor David Jackson 

392 Ferry Street (across 
from Glendale Towers) 
Please enter the church 
by the driveway on 

Walnut Street
617-387-2916 

PastorDavidJack-
son58@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 AM to 2 PM. 

Other times by 
appointment.

LOCAL STUDENTS
EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

To place a memoriam 
in the Independent,

 please call 617-387-9600 OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

On April 20, Kara Pilotte 
of Everett, is running to 
conquer cancer as a mem-
ber of the Dana-Farber 
Marathon Challenge team 
in the 124th   Boston Mar-
athon. 

  The Everett resident 
along with more than 500 
Dana-Farber Marathon 
Challenge teammates from 
across the United States 
and around the world, will 
run Massachusetts’ historic 
marathon route from Hop-
kinton to Boston to raise 
$6.25 million for cancer re-
search at Dana-Farber Can-
cer Institute.

 This year marks the 31st 
annual running of the Da-
na-Farber Marathon Chal-
lenge (DFMC). One hun-
dred percent of the money 
raised by the Dana-Farber 
Marathon Challenge team 
goes to Dana-Farber’s 
Claudia Adams Barr Pro-
gram in Innovative Basic 
Cancer Research, which 
supports promising science 
research in its earliest stag-
es. The Dana-Farber Mar-
athon Challenge has raised 
more than $100 million for 
the Claudia Adams Barr 
Program to date.

  In 1990, Dana-Farber 
was among the first charity 
organizations to be recog-
nized by the Boston Ath-
letic Association (B.A.A), 
which organizes the Boston 
Marathon. The Dana-Far-
ber Marathon Challenge 
team offers its members ex-
tensive fundraising support, 
training guidance from 
1976 Boston Marathon 
men’s champion Jack Ful-
tz, and Boston-area training 
runs, plus volunteer oppor-
tunities for non-runners. 
Dana-Farber Marathon 
Challenge runners who are 
not time-qualified for the 
Boston Marathon receive 

an invitational entry into 
the race.

Dana-Farber Marathon 
Challenge runners include 
cancer survivors and pa-
tients, and family and 
friends of those who have 
been affected by cancer.  
Each team member must 
fulfill a basic fundraising 
commitment:

• Invitational runners, 
runners who receive their 
entry from Dana-Farber, 
have a fundraising commit-
ment of $7,500.

• Own entry runners, 
runners who have joined 
the DFMC after obtaining 
their own race entry, have a 
fundraising commitment of 
$4,000.

A cornerstone of the Da-
na-Farber Marathon Chal-
lenge is its Partner Program. 
Each year, approximately 
50 current pediatric cancer 
patients of Dana-Farber’s 
Jimmy Fund Clinic are 
paired with DFMC runners 
as “Patient Partners.”   For 
the young patients, their 
partnerships with the run-
ners provide a unique and 
friendly focus outside their 
illnesses. Another two doz-
en Partner Program fami-
lies are paired with runners 
through the “In-Memory 
Program” in remembrance 
of their children.

 To contribute to the Da-
na-Farber Marathon Chal-
lenge, visit RunDFMC.org 
or contact the Dana-Farber 
Marathon Challenge of-
fice at (617) 632-1970 or 
dfmc@dfci.harvard.edu. 
Follow DFMC on Face-
book: www.facebook/mar-
athonchallenge. On Twit-
ter: #RunDFMC.

Dana-Farber’s Claudia 
Adams Barr Program in 
Innovative Basic Cancer 
Research

Since its inception in 

EVERETT 
STUDENTS NAMED 
TO HONOR ROLL 
AT BC HIGH

Boston College High 
School is proud to an-
nounce that the following 
students from Everett have 
been named to the school’s 
Second Quarter Honor Roll.

For High Honors a Soph-
omore, Junior, and Senior 
must have at least a 3.80 
quality point average and 
all grades “C+” or higher. 
Freshmen need a 3.6 qual-

ity point average and all 
grades “C+” or higher.

•	 Lucas Santos
•	 Antoine Fauche
•	 Christian Topinio
  About Boston College 

High School:  Boston Col-
lege High School is a Jesuit, 
Catholic, college-prepara-
tory school for young men 
in grades 7 to 12. Founded 
in 1863, the school enrolls 
approximately 1,500 stu-
dents from more than 140 
communities in eastern 
Massachusetts. For more 
information please vis-
it bchigh.edu.

Mystic Valley Elder 
Services’ Spring For In-
dependence theater event 
for 2020 will be a special 
performance of The Cast 
of Beatlemania, to be held 
Saturday April 4 at 6:30 pm 
at the Greater Boston Stage 
Company in Stoneham.

Experience The Beat-
les - LIVE - as The Cast 
of Beatlemania channels 
John, Paul, George and 
Ringo in note-for-note per-
formance that has thrilled 
audiences of all ages across 
the country and around the 
world. This show traces the 
musical journey of the Fab 
Four from their humble 
beginnings at The Cavern 
Club to The British Inva-
sion and the Ed Sullivan 
Show, through the iconic 
music of Sgt. Pepper Era to 
Abbey Road.

Sponsorships and tickets 
are now available. Tickets 
cost $75 each and spon-
sorships levels range from 
$100 to $20,000. Please 
contact Robert Guthrie at 
781-388-4822 or rguthrie@
mves.org, or visit www.

mves.org for more infor-
mation.   Proceeds benefit 
Mystic Valley Elder Ser-
vices’ programs that keep 
older adults independent 
and living in their homes.

About Mystic Valley El-
der Services

Celebrating 45 Years of 
giving older adults their 
independence, Mystic 
Valley Elder Services is a 
non-profit agency located 
in Malden, Mass., that pro-
vides essential home- and 
community-based care and 
resources to older adults, 
adults living with disabil-
ities, and caregivers who 
reside in Chelsea, Everett, 
Malden, Medford, Melrose, 
North Reading, Reading, 
Revere, Stoneham, Wake-
field and Winthrop, regard-
less of their income level. 
Agency services include 
coordination of home care, 
transportation, Meals on 
Wheels, and information 
and referrals. For more in-
formation, please call (781) 
324-7705 or visit www.
mves.org.

Everett resident running Boston Marathon for cancer research

Mystic Valley Elder Services’ 
theater event set for April 4

1990, the Dana-Farber 
Marathon Challenge has 
raised more than $100 mil-
lion for the Claudia Adams 
Barr Program in Innovative 
Basic Cancer Research. 
Dana-Farber Trustees J. 
Wayne and Delores Barr 
Weaver founded the pro-
gram in 1987 to honor Mrs. 
Weaver’s mother, Claudia 
Adams Barr, who lost her 
battle with cancer 30 years 
earlier.

Dana-Farber Cancer In-
stitute is one of the world’s 
leading centers of cancer 
research and treatment. It 
is ranked in the top 5 of 
U.S. News and World Re-
port’s Best Hospitals for 
both adult and pediatric 

cancer care. Dana-Farber’s 
mission is to reduce the 
burden of cancer through 
scientific inquiry, clinical 
care, education, communi-
ty engagement, and advo-
cacy. We provide the latest 
in cancer for adults through 
Dana-Farber/Brigham and 
Women’s Cancer Care 
and for children through 
Dana-Farber/Boston Chil-
dren’s Cancer and Blood 
Disorders Center. Da-
na-Farber is dedicated to a 
unique and equal balance 
between cancer research 
and care, translating the re-
sults of discovery into new 
treatments for patients lo-
cally and around the world.  

THINK OF IT AS 
AN OWNER’S MANUAL

FOR YOUR MONEY.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. In print and online at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s 
the everyday guide to protecting your hard-earned money. For your free copy, order 
online at ConsumerAction.gov; send your name and address to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009; or call toll-free 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

Being a smart shopper just got easier. 



Page 11Phone: 617-387-9600  Fax: 781-485-1403 The Everett Independent • Wednesday, March 11, 2020

 VISIT EVERETTINDEPENDENT.COM

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

PAINTING

PLUMBING

ELECTRONIC REPAIRCONTRACTING ELECTRICIAN

LANDSCAPING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

ROOFING

MOVING

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

Ray’s Landscaping
Mowing • Edging • Weeding

Bushes, Shrubs
Cleaning: Trash & Leaves

New Lawn, Patio, Concrete 
Brick Work

Ray: 781-526-1181
Free Estimates

“We Get The Job Done The First Time On Time”

• Shingle and Rubber Roofs
• All Types of Siding • Gutters
• Window Replacement • Decks

• Flashing • And More...
Phone: 617-650-2246

USRemodelingBos@gmail.com

USA Roofing 
& Remodeling

ASPHALT/PAVING

G Curb Cuts G Landscaping G Water Lines G Excavation
G Concrete Foundations G Retaining Walls G Stone Delivery

G Bobcat Service G Concrete G Seal CoatG Sewer Lines G Free Fill
BOB 781-284-6311

617-A-S-P-H-A-L-T
Family Operated

Since 1963

ASPHALT PAVING - CONSTRUCTION

R. SASSO & SONS

617-767-5048
www.beautifulhome-mass.com

elvessantista@hotmail.comElvis Da Silva
– FREE ESTIMATES –

Please Recycle 

Neighborhood Affordable 
General Contractors

857-258-5584
Home Improvements Consultants

Residential/ Commercial • Interior/
Exterior • New Construction Build and 
Design • Attics • Basements • Additions

Vinyl Siding •Roofing • Porches
Windows • Kitchen and bathrooms

Pre-approved Contractors for first time 
home buyers programs

VICTOR V. MA CSL#088821 
Quality Work @ Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates! 30 Years Experience!

Dj 
Mechanical
Quality & Affordable 
Service
D/B/A Dj Mechanical

Call Anthony
(617) 784-4521

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

Everett'Everett's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

Advertise for 3 months 
for only:

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR 
SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 

781-485-0588 X110 OR EMAIL 
KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

LEGALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
781-485-0588

Always There For You
    ERA MILLENNIUM
 291 FERRY ST., EVERETT    617-389-1101    •    617-784-7500

www.ERAmillennium.com

SELLERS CALL TODAY 
FOR A FREE HOME 

MARKET ANALYSIS. 
CALL TODAY!

Pasquale (Pat) Roberto,
Broker/Owner

Always There For You
    ERA MILLENNIUM
 291 FERRY ST., EVERETT    617-389-1101    •    617-784-7500

www.ERAmillennium.com

SELLERS CALL TODAY 
FOR A FREE HOME 

MARKET ANALYSIS. 
CALL TODAY!

Pasquale (Pat) Roberto,
Broker/Owner

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
S&K Homes LLC	 Perella John M Est    	 87 Madison Ave          	 $450,000

 

DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403

Homeland Security implements Public Charge final rules
The U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) 
on Monday implemented 
the Inadmissibility on Pub-
lic Charge Grounds final 
rule, a new rule looking at 
the likelihood of new im-
migrants not being self-suf-
ficient and having to seek 
government benefits.  

Under the final rule, 
DHS will look at the fac-
tors required under the law 
by Congress, like an alien’s 
age, health, family status, 
assets, resources, and fi-
nancial status, education 
and skills, among others, in 
order to determine wheth-
er the alien is likely at any 
time to become a public 
charge. The rule now ap-
plies nationwide, including 
in Illinois.

Self-sufficiency is a 
long-standing principle 
of immigration law. Since 
the 1800s, inadmissibility 
based on public charge has 
been a part of immigration 
law. Since 1996, federal 
laws have stated that aliens 
seeking to come to or re-
main in the United States, 
temporarily or permanent-
ly, must be self-sufficient 
and rely on their own capa-
bilities and the resources of 
family, friends, and private 
organizations instead of 
public benefits.

“President Trump con-
tinues to deliver on his 
promise to the American 
people to enforce our na-
tion’s immigration laws. 
After several judicial victo-
ries, DHS will finally begin 
implementing the Inadmis-
sibility on Public Charge 
Grounds final rule,” said 
Ken Cuccinelli, the acting 
deputy secretary of the De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity. “This rule enforces 
longstanding law requiring 
aliens to be self-sufficient, 
reaffirming the American 
ideals of hard work, per-
severance and determina-
tion. It also offers clarity 
and expectations to aliens 
considering a life in the 
United States and will help 
protect our public benefit 

programs.”
The final rule defines 

“public charge” as an alien 
who has received one or 
more public benefits (as de-
fined in the rule) for more 
than 12 months, in total, 
within any 36-month peri-
od. 

The final rule defines 
“public benefits” to in-
clude any cash benefits for 
income maintenance, Sup-
plemental Security Income, 
Temporary Assistance to 
Needy Families, Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), most 
forms of Medicaid and cer-
tain housing programs.

Applicants for adjust-
ment of status who are sub-
ject to the final rule must 
show that they are not like-
ly at any time to become a 
public charge by submitting 
a Form I-944, Declaration 
of Self-Sufficiency, when 
they file their Form I-485, 
Application to Register 
Permanent Residence or 
Adjust Status.

To determine whether an 
alien is inadmissible on the 
public charge grounds, US-
CIS will not consider, and 
applicants and petitioners 
do not need to report, the 
application for, certification 
or approval to receive, or 

receipt of certain previous-
ly excluded non-cash pub-
lic benefits (such as SNAP, 
most forms of Medicaid, 
and public housing) before 
Feb. 24, 2020. Similarly, 
USCIS will not consider as 
a heavily weighted negative 
factor receipt of previous-
ly included public benefits 
(such as SSI and TANF) 
before Feb. 24, 2020, in a 
public charge inadmissibil-
ity determination.

The final rule requires 
most aliens seeking to ex-
tend their nonimmigrant 
stay or change their nonim-
migrant status to show that, 
since obtaining the nonim-
migrant status they seek to 
extend or change, they have 
not received public benefits 
(as defined in the final rule) 
for more than 12 months, in 
total, within any 36-month 
period beginning Oct. 15, 
2019. Due to litigation-re-
lated delays in the final 
rule’s implementation, DHS 
is applying this requirement 
as though it refers to Feb. 
24, 2020 rather than Oct. 
15, 2019. Therefore, with 
respect to applying the pub-
lic benefits condition to ap-
plications and petitions for 
extension of nonimmigrant 
stay and change of nonim-
migrant status, DHS will 

not consider, and applicants 
and petitioners need not 
report an alien’s receipt of 
any public benefits before 
Feb. 24, 2020.

Certain classes of aliens 
are exempt from the public 
charge ground of inadmis-
sibility (such as refugees, 
asylees, certain VAWA 
self-petitioners, U petition-
ers, and T applicants) and 
therefore, are not subject to 
the Final Rule.

After Monday, USCIS 
will reject prior editions of 
affected forms, including in 
Illinois where the rule re-
mained enjoined until Feb. 
21, 2020, when the U.S. 
Supreme Court granted a 
stay of the statewide injunc-
tion. If USCIS receives an 
application or petition for 
immigration benefits using 
prior editions of the forms 
postmarked on or after Feb. 
24, 2020, then USCIS will 
inform the applicant or pe-
titioner of the need to sub-
mit a new application or 
petition using the correct 
forms. For applications and 
petitions that are sent by 
commercial courier (such 
as UPS, FedEx and DHL), 
the postmark date is the 
date reflected on the courier 
receipt.

• 123 
APTS. FOR 

RENT

BUILDING 
FOR SALE

LYNN - 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, kitchen, living room 
$1800 month includes 
heat & hot water. Call 
Vipul 781-218-9706
4/1
--------------
REVERE Beachmont - 
Available now. 
3BR, 2BA, LR, Kit, 
Laundry in bldg., Sec 8 
approved. $2500 incl. 
heat 339-224-3839
3/25
-----------------
WINTHROP - Ft. Heath 
Apts. - Ocean View
1 & 2 BR apts. in mod. 
shoreline bldg. Non-smok-
ing/no pets. Steps to 
beach, minutes to Boston.
Pool, billiards, exercise 
facility, lounge, pkg. Heat 
& HW incl. 617-846-7300 
Debra.
3/19
-----------------
WINTHROP - 1BR, open 
concept KIT/LR, lg. Deck 
w/views. Walk to T, close 
to beach. Cat OK. $1500 
includes util. Dep. Req’d. 
Must see! 617-682-6498 
3/26
--------------
CHELSEA - Shurtleff St. 
- 3&4 BR Apt., gas heat, 
lead cert. Sec 8 OK, No 
smoking, no pets 781-
844-1133
4/1

REVERE
Great Location
2 Store Fronts 1 4BR Apt. 
5 open Pkg. spots
$950.000
617 785 7027

• 272 GEN’L  
HELP  

WANTED

------------------------------
NEED TO SELL Your 
House? Call to reach 
over 50,000 readers. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403
------------------------------
SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week 
special! Call 781-485-
0588.
 ------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great Re-
sults? Call our classified 
department. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403
------------------------------

SOBER
HOUSING

Sober Housing Accommo-
dations
Safe and sober housing 
accommodations for men 
and women available 
now in Revere, East 
Boston and Lynn.  Call 
today 617-610-0053 or 
visit www.americasober.
com

HOUSE
FOR RENT

REVERE - Small 1BR house 
near Wonderland station. 
2 pkg spaces. $1500 no 
utilities. Call 781-286-
6617 for info. Leave 
message.
3/5
---------

ROOM FOR 
RENT

WINTHROP - Room in 
very quiet house on 
Bellevue Ave. Off street 
parking, with w/d, tv, 
internet. $900/month 
Contact Carl @ 
1776btown@ gmail.com
3/25

PART TIME DRIVING 
INSTRUCTORS - Weekday 
afternoons to early 
evenings & Saturdays. 
Certified and experience 
preferred will train. Call 
Pleasant Auto School 
(781)284-4388
4/1
-----------------
DELIVERY DRIVER - Part 
Time
For a dry cleaners in 
Winthrop
Part time. 10-14 Hours 
per week.
Early afternoons Approx. 
Between 12pm-2pm
Valid driver’s license 
required & must provide 
a copy of driving record 
from RMV.
617-834-2404
-------------------
CUSTOMER SERVICE REP. 
wanted for
Dry Cleaners in Winthrop. 
Wed-Friday afternoons. 
Please contact Mar-
co ‪617-834-2404
Sociedad Latina seeks a 
Steam Team Coordi-
nator for their Umana 
- East Boston site. If 
interested, Send Resume 
& Cover Letter to juan@
sociedadlatina.org or 
apply throughwww.socie-
dadlatina.org/careers.
3/26
------------------
GENERAL HELP:  Full time 
or Part time available 
-Mon-Fri 8 to 4.  Laborer 
needed for Marina Ser-
vice Dept. Winthrop.  We 
are willing to train right 
candidate, mechanical 
experience helpful but 
not necessary. Please call 
617-846-1100 ask for 
Lloyd. 3/25

PLEASE
RECYCLE

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
ON THE APPLICATION OF
LINEAGE LOGISTICS PFS, 
LLC OF 
60 COMMERCIAL STREET
TO BE A PUBLIC 

WAREHOUSE WITHIN 
AND FOR THE MIDDLESEX 
COUNTY OF EVERETT, 
MASSACHUSETTS 
FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF CONDUCTING A 
GENERAL WAREHOUSE 
BUSINESS AS PROVIDED 

IN CHAPTER 105 OF 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL LAWS.

3/11/20, 3/18/20
EV 
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By Seth Daniel

When Karyn Alzayer of 
Integral Arts Everett and 
Mimi Graney of Chelsea 
Prospers began reaching 
out to their artist communi-
ties in Everett and Chelsea 
– they soon found that there 
was a need in the region to 
connect artists in those two 
cities and also in neighbor-
ing areas like Revere, Mal-
den, East Boston and Win-
throp.

Many artists felt isolated, 
and weren’t connected to 
fellow artists, with some of 
them having been displaced 
from areas like Cambridge, 
Somerville and Boston in 
recent years. When Alzayer 
and Graney began to talk 
with one another, they said 
they sensed a clear call to 
organize regionally.

“When I was putting 
together the Everett Art 
Walk last fall, the sentiment 
among the artists was they 
needed a network to meet 
other artists,” Alzayer said. 
“Then when I was in Mal-
den, I heard the same sen-
timent. I realized there was 
a theme there. Then when I 
met with Mimi to work on 
some collaboration in Chel-
sea, she said artists she met 
were asking for a network. 
So, we decided this needed 
to be done.”

Added Graney, “We 
were looking for artists in 
Chelsea to do murals for 
our downtown initiatives. 

We found quite a few new 
artists here, but then found 
out none of them knew each 
other. They expressed a de-
sire to have a more formal 
way to meet regularly. I 
met Karyn while doing the 
Chelsea Night Market last 
summer and she is a pow-
erbroker. We were think of 
it for Chelsea, but found 
there was the same senti-
ment in Everett and sur-
rounding communities. We 
felt this first schmoozing 
could bring about a spark…
Gathering everyone togeth-
er could maybe get some 
synergy.”

This month, on March 
24, they will kick off an ef-
fort called Creative Mystic 
that looks to align and spark 
connections between artists 
in Chelsea, Revere, Ever-
ett, Malden, Winthrop and 
East Boston. The event will 
take place in the Apollinaire 
Theatre in Chelsea (189 
Winnisimmet St.) from 7-9 
p.m.

Already they’ve had a 
great response from the 
communities, with 35 peo-
ple signing up within 24 
hours of going public with 
the effort. They hope to 
continue to get more artists 
from the region, and that 

includes all sorts of artists – 
from performance artists to 
musicians to the traditional 
visual arts media.

Alzayer said there is 
plenty of structure for art-
ists in Boston, Cambridge 
and Somerville. She said 
the North Shore also has 
a great existing network. 
However, the middle areas 
such as they represent, ar-
en’t as connected.

“There are a lot of cre-
atives in the middle here,” 
she said. “We don’t match 
up with Boston and we 
can’t go so far as the North 
Shore. There were enough 
of us here that it was a good 
idea to make these connec-
tions.”

Graney said one of the 
reasons people aren’t con-
nected is there are a good 
many artists who are rela-
tively new to the commu-
nity.

“I have been meeting 
more and more people who 
have been displaced from 
East Cambridge or Somer-
ville,” she said. “They 
lost their workspace and 
are moving to these areas. 
They’re bringing their or-
ganizational energy and 
know-how and hopefully it 
will help unite these cities.”

Alzayer said as a work-
ing artist, making those 
connections is critical. She 
said she hopes that by intro-
ducing artists from all over 
the area, it can lead to peo-
ple contacting one another 
outside of the group.

If they hit a creative 
roadblock, they can text any 
number of fellow artists for 
some ideas. That can lead 
to new ideas or new direc-
tions, she said.

“We’re sparking ideas 
and we’ll see what hap-
pens,” she said.

While the first event will 
be in Chelsea on March 
24, Graney said they hope 
to have a second event on 
May 1 in Everett.

To register for the event, 
go to the Chelsea Prospers 
Facebook page or go online 
to Eventbrite under ‘Cre-
ative Mystic Meet Up.’

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL 781-485-0588

A short story about a
motorcycle. 

And a sudden turn. 

When she was a young college student,
Elisabeth Marra had a serious motorcycle
accident that ultimately changed her life.
Two years after the crash, her painful open
fractures had failed to heal. Then she heard
about a new and complex surgery pioneered
by a surgeon who used a patient’s own stem
cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy
were successful. 

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-
direct her own career aspirations. Inspired by
the medical professionals who helped her
reclaim her active lifestyle, she changed her
major to study physical therapy—a
profession where her own experience could
help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra’s story here to
illustrate two of the most profound messages
we know. Don’t give up, and remember to
give back. If reading it inspires just one more
person to achieve something special, then its
telling here has been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating 
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

Exelon //             CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GE Aviation cordially invites you to attend a free screening of: 
 

To Be of Service 
 

 

 

 
A ReelAbilities Film Festival event, sponsored by GE Aviation, and hosted by  

GE’s Veterans Network and the GE People with Disabilities Network 
 

To Be of Service is a feature documentary that explores complex stories of veterans with Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder and the impeccably trained service dogs they’re paired with.  These dogs bring independence and a feeling of 
safety along with a new measure of happiness and hope to these brave warriors we sent into the maw of war. 

 
“Many of the smiles mask deep sorrows in To Be of Service, but hope still runs through… These dogs are 
saving the lives of those who’ve sacrificed so much.  Every person profiled here deserves an immense 
amount of respect.  Every animal, too.” - New York Times 

“[A] stirring portrait of war, duty, sacrifice and the love of a good dog.” – Los Angeles Times 

 
Showtime is Wednesday, March 25th, at 6:30pm, at the Showcase Cinemas de Lux – Revere. 

A live panel discussion will follow with one of the film’s subjects, veteran Sylvia Bowersox, with local experts. 

*Note: Guests and family members are welcome, however, the film deals with mature subject matter/language and may 
not be suitable for younger audiences. 

To attend the showing, please visit www.reelabilities.org/boston 

Mark Rodgers, a spokes-
man for the Mystic Station 
plant, said they are negoti-
ating with the union and are 
in the midst of talks now.

“Exelon Generation is 
currently negotiating with 
the Utility Workers Union 
of America (UWUA), Lo-
cal 369 to renew the con-
tract for 38 of our employ-
ees at Mystic Generating 
Station Units 8 & 9 in Ev-
erett,” read the statement. 
“We have a long history and 
strong working relationship 
with the represented em-
ployees at this facility. Ex-
elon Generation provides 
generous and highly com-
petitive salaries and ben-
efits to our workforce and 
we are seeking a contract 
that appropriately balances 
the interests of our employ-

ees and our company. In the 
meantime, qualified, expe-
rienced and state-licensed 
personnel with extensive 
plant knowledge from 
across the region are safely 
operating and maintaining 
the facility during the work 
stoppage.”

The strike has garnered 
the attention of local and 
state leaders, with Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria and Con-
gressman Joe Kennedy III 
immediately backing the 
workers.

“I applaud the workers 
for their courageous actions 
in bringing public aware-
ness to their safety concerns 
at the Exelon plant,” said 
Mayor DeMaria. “They will 
have the full support of my 
office and the City of Ever-
ett throughout the strike. I 

am calling upon Exelon to 
do the right thing. Listen to 
these workers, do whatever 
you can to retain these well 
trained and vital workers 
to ensure that residents and 
businesses alike are protect-
ed from high pressure gas 
and steam. Exelon is a $34 
billion company. They can 
make the necessary invest-
ments to keep our commu-
nity safe and prosperous.”

Senator Kennedy spoke 
at a rally on Sunday after-
noon, saying he will never 
compromise his commit-
ment to labor. He pledged 
his support to the workers 
of Local 369 as well.

Councilors Michael Mc-
Laughlin and Stephanie 
Martins were also at the ral-
ly, and both joined Kennedy 
on the picket lines.

“I spent my Sunday in 
the picket line support-
ing the workers of Local 
369,” said McLaughlin. 
“The members of the Ex-
elon Power Plant unfortu-
nately had to go on strike. 
They need to defend their 
benefits and rights against 
another greedy billion-dol-
lar corporation. One of the 
many things that has been 
threatened is their health 
care coverage for them-
selves and their families. In 
the face of the Coronavirus, 
we should be making health 
care accessible and more 
affordable for every person, 
not finding ways to elimi-
nate hard workers’ benefits. 
We now have the largest 
power plan run by inexpe-
rienced and unqualified in-
dividuals.”

Councilors Michael McLaughlin and Stephanie Martins 
joined Congressman Joe Kennedy III on the picket lines at 
Exelon’s Mystic Station power plant last Sunday afternoon. 
Workers at the plant went on strike over the weekend. 
Exelon said it is in the middle of contract negotiations with 
them, and that they’ve brought in trained professionals 
from around the region to operate the plant in the interim.

PHOTO BY LAURA PLUMMER

U.S. Air Force Reserve Technical Sergeant Gershon Patter-
son received recognition from Councilor Anthony DiPierro 
at Monday’s Council meeting for his continued service to 
his community and his country. Patterson has served nine 
years in the Air Force, five of them as a reservist. His unit 
is being deployed to the Middle East for several months. 
Patterson is the son-in-law of Clerk of Committees John 
Burley.

RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE

Health Care Finance and 
Transportation.

Those issues are all con-
nected, he said, and they 
are the perfect blend of 
committees for Everett.

“Housing, Transporta-
tion and Health Care Com-
mittees are very good com-
mittees for me and that’s 
because they affect the 
daily lives of Everett resi-
dents,” he said. “Housing is 
the number one issue I face, 
whether low-income, work-
force, and even market rate 
housing. There just is not 
enough of it. We’re losing 
young people that are mov-
ing out. There’s no room 
for them. We have plenty 
of jobs, but there’s nowhere 
to live. I feel like in a lot 
of ways transportation and 

housing coincide. Trans-
portation has changed. It’s 
changed how people get 
to work. It’s generational. 
Young people don’t want to 
own a car. They want to use 
public transportation.”

That’s where McGona-
gle said experience local-
ly and at the State House 
are invaluable. Already, 
McGonagle has been able 
to expand his staff so that 
Staffer Dianne Lees keeps 
office hours at Everett City 
Hall. That allows McGona-
gle and his staff to be able 
to bring information back 
and forth between the State 
House. 

Having a positive re-
lationship with Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria, he said, 
has helped to coordinate 

support for things involv-
ing the MBTA – including 
the innovative dedicated 
bus lane and other pilot 
programs championed in 
Everett. Having that rela-
tionship also helps in ad-
vocating in a unified way 
with the mayor, State Sen. 
Sal DiDomenico and Gov. 
Charlie Baker on things 
like the Housing Choice 
Bill proposed by the gover-
nor. That’s a bill that most 
everyone believes will help 
Everett unlock more hous-
ing production, but also a 
bill that is bogged down in 
the Legislature due to piec-
es in it regarding local ap-
provals, McGonagle said.

Right now, he said his 
organization is getting en-
ergized for the campaign 

season, and he is preparing 
organizing meetings and 
fundraising times. 

More than anything, he 
said he believes his record 
and experience is going to 
speak to voters.

“I was sitting with Rep. 
Kevin Honan with mem-
bers of the Senate on a 
Conference Committee 
not long ago and just see-
ing how it all works,” he 
said. “I did a lot of listen-
ing because it was my first 
Conference Committee, but 
when you’re in the room 
and seeing it happening, 
you get that experience. 
That kind of experience is 
invaluable and it takes a lot 
of time and effort to get into 
that room.”
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Artists from several communities to organize in Chelsea this month

StewartS Pub

Everetts only

IRISH PUB

Come Celebrate
St. Patrick’s 

All Weekend long 
at Everett’s

ONLY IRISH PUB

Corned Beef Sandwiches & 
Dinners ALL DAY St. Patrick’s

Open 11am - Midnight

DJ 
SATURDAY NIGHT

140 Jefferson Ave.


