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Special to the Independent

Housing Families, a housing 
and wellness services provider, 
which serves the communities 
of Everett, Malden and Med-
ford, have announced that Jeff 
Bezos and Lauren Sánchez 
Bezos are recognizing the orga-
nization with a $5 million grant 
from the Bezos Day 1 Families 
Fund. This investment is the 
largest gift in the nonprofit’s 
history. Housing Families is 
part of the eighth annual co-
hort of organizations across the 
country receiving funding from 
the Day 1 Families Fund to 
deepen their work to help every 
family have a safe, stable place 
to call home.   

“This grant comes at such a 
meaningful time,” said Laura 

Rosi, CEO of Housing Fami-
lies. “As we enter the holiday 
season and witness so many 
families struggling, it gives us 
renewed hope. Our family shel-
ter system has faced enormous 
challenges this year, and this 
support will allow us to help 
many more families find safe-
ty and stability and ensure that 
no family must sleep outside 
this winter. As we approach our 
40th anniversary in 2026, it’s 
an inspiring way to step into 
our next decade with greater 
impact than ever.” 

“Housing Families has been 
a lifeline for so many of our 
neighbors in Everett, offer-
ing compassion, respect and 
steady support during some of 

$5 Million gift will help 
Housing Families expand 
homelessness services

See HOUSING FAMILIES Page 9

The Village Bar and Grill recently played host to the annual Village Reunion, a tradition of old friends from 
the neighborhood gathering for camaraderie, good eats and good times.

THE BOYS ARE BACK IN TOWN

During a snow parking 
ban, vehicles will park 
on the even side of the 
street this season

Special to the Transcript

With the snow season upon 
us, the City of Everett is pre-
pared for winter operations. 
City staff met to confirm that 
procedures, staffing and sup-
plies for snow removal and 
parking enforcement are fully 
in place.

All snow removal equipment 
– both City-owned and con-
tracted – will be available for 
use throughout the season, in-
cluding multiple snow blowers 
for City buildings. During ma-

jor storms, crews will work co-
ordinated split shifts and utilize 
plows, sanders, bobcat front-
end loaders and sidewalk plows 
to keep Everett’s main arteries, 
side streets and sidewalks clear. 
In the days following major 
storms, the Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) will continue 
plowing and coordinate addi-
tional snow removal as needed.

Parking Ban Notifications
The City has reaffirmed its 

strategy for notifying residents 
when a snow parking ban is 
declared. Once a decision is 
made, information will be 
shared through:

• Robo-calls through the Co-

City announces winter 
parking rules for 2026

See PARKING RULES Page 4

Members of the City Council surprised Mayor-Elect Robert 
Van Campen with a birthday cake last Monday following 
his 51st birthday on Sunday.

A BIRTHDAY SURPRISE AT THE CITY COUNCIL
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Upcoming Events at 
Everett Public Libraries

Get ready for another excit-
ing week at the Everett Pub-
lic Libraries! From engaging 
after-school activities and 
specialized book groups to 
fun-filled storytimes and spe-
cial holiday programs, there's 
something for everyone at both 
the Parlin and Shute branches. 
Check out the complete list of 
upcoming programs for adults, 
teens, and children below:

Be on the lookout in Decem-
ber! Some very special visitors 
from the North Pole will be 
making their way back to the 
Everett Public Libraries Chil-
dren’s Rooms. Our mischie-
vous little elves will be arriving 
soon to spread holiday cheer.

Parlin Adult and Teens
Gaming Club Parlin YA 

Room. Tuesdays and Thurs-

days at 3pm. Join us for board 
games and video games at the 
library! Bring your own or play 
what we have here. For ages 12 
and up. 

Connolly Center Book 
Group, Connolly Center Meet-
ing Room. Thursday, Decem-
ber 11th at 12pm. Discuss 
Kate Quinn’s The Briar Club. 
See Kathleen for copies on her 
twice monthly visits, or call the 
Parlin (617) 394 2300 or Shute 
(617) 394 2308 libraries.

Parlin Childrens
Study Buddies, Parlin Chil-

dren’s Room. Monday through 
Friday from 3-5pm. Need 
homework help? Come to the 
Shute Library and study with 
the Study Buddies, our free 
after-school program offering 

REMEMBER THOSE IN NEED 

ON YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING LIST

Americans already have been spending a record amount of money thus far this holiday season, 
spurred on by the extended "Black Friday" (we are using quotes because Black Friday sales began 
in early November), Small Business Saturday, and Cyber Monday shopping days.

However, amidst our zeal to find the "perfect" gifts for our family members and friends, we hope 
that our readers make the effort, no matter how small, to remember those in need this holiday season.

Homelessness is at an all-time high in this country. According to the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness, the number of unhoused Americans jumped significantly from 2023 to 2024 by about 
18%.

It is estimated that homelessness in New York City has reached the highest level since the Great 
Depression of the 1930s.This past August, 103,391 people slept each night in NYC shelters.  Even 
more depressingly, according to the Coalition for the Homeless, almost one-in-eight New York City 
school children experienced homelessness during the most recent school year. 

The most vulnerable members of our society -- including people with disabilities, children, and 
older adults -- are experiencing homelessness at increasingly-higher rates. In addition, the proposed 
cuts to social safety net programs are expected to make the problem even worse.

The simple reality is that for far too many of our fellow Americans, the holidays bring little or no 
joy. 

There are countless ways by which each of us can make the holidays brighter for those who are 
less fortunate, ranging from toy drives to food banks to Salvation Army Santas. With Christmas fast 
approaching, we urge everyone who has the means to do so to make that small effort to help those 
for whom the holidays are just another day.

TRUMP DELIVERS ON GLP-1 DRUGS

Back in January, we wrote an editorial entitled, "GLP-1 weight-loss drugs should be
made affordable for all Americans."
We pointed out that the U.S. ranks among the most obese nations in the world -- an astounding 72 

percent of Americans are deemed to be overweight. We also noted that the new GLP-1 drugs, which 
originally were designed to help persons with diabetes (by making sugary, salty, and high-fat foods 
less appealing), had the "side-effect" of bringing about significant weight-loss in the consumers of 
these drugs.

It also has been found that the GLP-1 drugs not only help to decrease users' appetite for food, but 
also to reduce their cravings for harmful substances such as alcohol, drugs, and even cigarettes, and 
to reduce the "food noise" for those with eating disorders.

Researchers also have established that the GLP-1 drugs improve the health of our cardiovascular 
system, liver, brain, and kidneys, and even help with sleep apnea. 

In short, the GLP-1 drugs offer the potential of a life-changing medicine that could benefit tens of 
millions of Americans.

However, as we noted in our editorial in January, the GLP-1 drugs were prohibitively expensive 
-- about $1300 per month -- for those not eligible for a prescription for their diabetes, which is the 
only condition covered by most health plans and Medicare for the drugs.

That all changed this past month with an agreement forged by President Donald Trump with the 
makers of these drugs, Eli Lilly (Mounjaro and Zepbound) and Novo Nordisk (Ozempic and We-
govy), by which they agreed to reduce their prices by more than 50%. For some consumers (who 
had been eligible for a previous 50% reduction off the $1300 sticker price), this has worked out to a 
greatly-reduced monthly rate of about $350 per month.

In short, President Trump's deal makes these drugs much more affordable for millions of our fel-
low citizens who now can begin to take advantage of this miracle medicine. Trump's efforts not only 
will benefit the health of individual Americans, but also promise to reduce our national healthcare 
costs in the years ahead.

See LIBRARIES Page 6
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CITY OF EVERETT 
INVITES VETERANS 
TO THE MONTHLY 
LUNCHEON

Mayor Carlo DeMaria and 
the City of Everett’s Depart-
ment of Veterans Services are 
pleased to invite all military 
veterans to a special luncheon 
dedicated to honoring their ser-
vice on Thursday, Dec. 11 at 12 
p.m. at the Edward G. Connol-
ly Center (90 Chelsea St.).

This complimentary event 
offers veterans an opportunity 
to connect with fellow service 
members, enjoy a meal togeth-
er and learn about the various 
programs and services avail-
able through the City’s Veter-
ans Services Office.

Veterans Services staff will 
be present to answer questions, 
share valuable resources and 
help attendees access the sup-
port available to them.

“We’re proud to host this 
luncheon as a way to show 
our gratitude to the men and 
women who have served our 
country,” said Mayor Carlo De-
Maria. “It’s also an opportunity 
to strengthen the bonds within 
our veteran community and en-
sure every veteran knows about 
the resources and support the 
City of Everett provides.”

Advance registration is re-
quired. To reserve your spot, 
please contact Veterans Agent 
Gerri Miranda by email at Ger-
ri.Miranda@ci.everett.ma.us or 
by phone at 617-394-2320.

ABCD ANNUAL TOY 
DRIVE SUPPORTS 
LOCAL FAMILIES

Action for Boston Commu-
nity Development (ABCD) has 
launched its annual Toy Drive, 
urging the community to help 
bring joy to neighbors in need 

as the winter season approach-
es.

For thousands of families, 
juggling the costs of heat, rent, 
and groceries during the win-
ter makes providing “a little 
holiday cheer” difficult. Every 
year, the ABCD Toy Drive dis-
tributes upwards of 6,000 toys 
to more than 720 families with 
the support of generous donors.

How to become a donor
Individuals, families, social 

or faith groups, businesses, or 
benevolent societies are invited 
to step up and join the effort.

To become a Toy Drive Do-
nor:

Complete the online form 
at bostonabcd.org/service/toy-
drive/. An ABCD staff member 
will then contact you to sched-
ule the donation drop-off and 
other logistics.

For questions or more infor-
mation, contact ABCD at 617-

348-6767 or holidays@boston-
abcd.org.

How families register for toys
Families in need of toys this 

holiday season must register by 
calling one of the participating 
ABCD locations.

Registration is required, and 
all eligible households must 
have an updated and complete 
client file that includes:

• proof of income.
• proof of address.
• photo ID.
• proof of family size (birth 

certificate of children).
Once the completed appli-

cation is received, ABCD will 
contact the family with details 
on when the toys will be ready 
for pick-up.

Please call the Mystic Valley 
Opportunity Center in Malden 
at 781-321-2501 to sign up to 
receive or donate a toy this hol-
iday season.

The Mystic Valley Oppor-
tunity Center is located at 239 
Commercial Street, Malden.

USPS REMINDS 
CUSTOMERS TO KEEP 
PATHS CLEARED FOR 
CARRIER AND PUBLIC 
SAFETY

The Postal Service is 
reaching out to communities 
throughout the region to raise 
public awareness of the im-
portance of keeping walkways, 
sidewalks, and approaches to 
mailboxes clear from snow and 
ice so letter carriers can provide 
safe and timely mail delivery.

Mounds of snow and patches 
of ice in front of mailboxes cre-
ate havoc for carriers trying to 
safely deliver the mail.  Postal 
officials emphasize that resi-
dents maintaining a clear path 
to the mailbox — including 
steps, porches, walkways and 
street approach — will help 
postal carriers provide timely 
delivery service. Customers 
receiving curbside delivery 
should also ensure clear access 
to their mailboxes for letter car-
riers from the street.

Send us Your News: The Everett Independent encourages residents to submit 
birth and engagement announcements, news releases, business briefs, honor rolls, social 
news, sports stories, and photographs for publication. Items should be forwarded to our 

offices at 385 Broadway, Citizens Bank Building, Revere, MA 02151.  The Independent also 
encourages readers to  e-mail news releases to editor@everettindependent.com. The Everett 
Independent assumes no financial responsibility for typographical errors in advertisements, 

but will reprint that part of the advertisement in which the  error occurs. Advertisers will please  
notify the management immediately of any errors that may occur.

News in Brief

DIDOMENICO MEETS WITH SEIU WORKERS AND 
CONSTITUENTS ABOUT PCA PROGRAM

Senator Sal DiDomenico meeting with constituents and PCA workers with SEIU in his Senate office.
 

Senator Sal DiDomenico met 
with dozens of constituents who 
are SEIU members working for 
the MassHealth’s Personal Care 
Attendant (PCA) program, or 

are individuals benefitting from 
the program. DiDomenico lis-
tened to them and told them, 
“Older adults and individuals 
with disabilities in my district 

depend on these critical ser-
vices and I will do everything I 
can to ensure this program and 
its workforce gets the funding it 
needs and deserves.”

EEvveerreetttt  AArrttss  &&  CCuullttuurree  

EEvveerreetttt  CCuullttuurraall  CCoouunncciill
Join us as we create and support Everett’s Arts 
& Cultural Community for ALL Everett residents  

EEvveerreettttCCuullttuurraallCCoouunncciill@@ccii..eevveerreetttt..mmaa..
uuss

JJOOIINN  tthhee  

S.T.E.A.M. City Everett classes are designed to 
spark imagination and build real world skills. 

Learn more at  steam-city.org or email
Hello@steam-city.org

DONATE

 HERE

IInn  22002255  TThhee  EEvveerreetttt  CCuullttuurraall  CCoouunncciill  
ggrraanntteedd  oovveerr  $$3300,,000000  ttoo  oovveerr  3300  

pprroojjeeccttss  ffoorr  tthhee  EEvveerreetttt  CCoommmmuunniittyy..

EEvveerreettttCCuullttuurraallCCoouunncciill@@ccii..eevveerreetttt..mmaa..uuss

From public art and performances to 
cultural festivals and educational programs, 
our goal is to bring meaningful, enriching 
experiences to the people of Everett.
The Everett Cultural Council is seeking 
passionate, civic-minded individuals who 
want to help shape the cultural life of our 
city. Serving on the council is an opportunity 
to support local artists and organizations, 
help determine funding for community 
projects, and be a part of making Everett a 
more vibrant, inclusive place to live. 
If you’re interested in joining the Everett 
Cultural Council or learning more, please 
email us at:

is an artist-run nonprofit 
and community art space 

dedicated to making 
creative experiences 
available to everyone, 

regardless of their ability 
to pay. 

We will offer our Listening 
Works program, a paid arts 
apprenticeship program for 

youth ages 16-24 again 
beginning in January 2026.

Learn more at:
artlabeverett.org

Give Local - for year end giving, please 
consider Everett organizations 

#givingtuesday
ARTS FOR EVERETT, INC.

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 4
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Postal employees make ev-
ery reasonable effort to deliv-
er the mail in many difficult 
weather conditions. At the 
same time, we must insure the 
safety of our carriers along 

their routes. Carriers are not al-
lowed to attempt door delivery 
when there is a heavy buildup 
of snow and ice on sidewalks, 
steps or porches. They are not 
allowed to dismount for curb-

side boxes blocked by snow 
and ice buildup. 

If mailboxes are blocked off 
and conditions are difficult, let-
ter carriers must always consid-
er safety and accessibility first. 

Letter carriers are instructed to 
not deliver to mailboxes and 
locations which are too hazard-
ous or unsafe to access.

The U.S. Postal Service and 
postal letter carriers greatly ap-
preciate your support.

deRed Alert system.
• Everett Community Televi-

sion (ECTV)
• Social media (Facebook: /

cityofeverettma; Instagram: @
cityofeverettma; X: @Ever-
ettGov_MA)

• The City website (cityofe-
verett.com)

• Activation of blue emer-
gency lights along main arter-
ies

Residents may also call 311 
or 617-394-2270 for updates.

Winter Parking Rules for the 
2025–2026 Season

For this snow season (De-
cember 2025 through March/
April 2026), the year used for 
determining parking bans is 
2026 – an even-numbered year.

During a snow parking ban, 
vehicles must be parked on the 
EVEN side of the street.

• Secondary streets: Parking 
is ONLY allowed on the side 
with even-numbered houses 
when a snow parking ban is 
in effect. This rule remains in 
place for the entire snow sea-
son.

• One-sided streets: Resi-
dents must continue to park on 
the side where parking is nor-
mally permitted.

• Main arteries: No parking 
is allowed at any time during a 
snow parking ban.

Main Arteries (No Parking 
During a Snow Ban)

• Alpine Ave. — Both sides
• Bellrock Avenue — Entire 

length
• Broadway — Boston line 

to Malden line
• Bryant Street — Entire 

length
• Bucknam Street — Nor-

wood to Belmont Street
• Chelsea Street — Everett 

Square to Everett Avenue
• Elm Street — Ferry Street 

to Revere line
• Ferry Street — Malden line 

to Chelsea Street
• Fuller Street — Entire 

length
• Garland Street — Easterly 

side from Woodlawn Street to 
Lawrence Street

• Hancock Street — Broad-
way to Malden line

• High Street — Broadway 
to Ferry Street

• Lawrence Street — Entire 
length

• Lynn Street — Entire 
length

• Main Street — Sweetser 
Circle to Malden line

• Nichols Street — Ferry 
Street to Chelsea line

• Norwood Street — Buck-
nam Street to Everett Square

• Second Street — Entire 
length

• Tileston Street — Entire 
length

• Tremont Street — Entire 
length

• Union Street — Entire 
length

Failure to comply with snow 
parking ban regulations will re-
sult in ticketing and towing.

Snow Removal Reminders
The Department of Public 

Works asks residents to follow 
these guidelines to support ef-
fective snow removal:

• Do not throw snow back 
into the street; doing so is sub-
ject to fines.

• When possible, wait until 
the storm ends before clearing 
driveway entrances to avoid re-
peated shoveling.

• Using objects to reserve 
parking spaces on city streets is 
prohibited by ordinance.

• If snow banks make it im-
possible to place trash bins on 
the sidewalk, residents may 
place trash bags on top of the 
snow banks for pickup. This is 
only allowed when bins cannot 
be placed normally.

The Everett Fire Department 
also asks residents to clear at 
least three feet of snow around 
fire hydrants to help ensure 
quick access for emergency re-
sponders.

The City of Everett thanks 
all residents in advance for 
their cooperation and ask ev-
eryone to follow these regu-
lations to help ensure a safe 
and successful snow removal 
season. For more information, 
please contact the Constituent 
Services Department at 617-
394-2270 or visit cityofeverett.
com/winter-2026.

City of Everett’s Annual
CHRISTMAS
TREE
LIGHTING

Friday, Dec. 5, 2025
5-8 PM
Everett Square

Parking Rules //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

News Briefs //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
hosted a reception in the Senate 
Gallery celebrating the work of 
his constituent, Adriana G. Prat, 
whose art exhibition is current-
ly on display. As he presented 
his citation for Adriana, DiDo-
menico shared a few words, 
“Adriana is an impressive artist 
and scientist, and we are lucky 
to have her talent on display 
here in the Senate Gallery. Sen-
ators and visitors are already 
talking about how much they 
love and appreciate her work. I 
want to thank Adriana and our 
friends at the Multicultural Arts 
Center for introducing us and 
making this beautiful display 
come together.”

Adriana, an Argentinean 
immigrant who has settled 
in Cambridgeport is a bio-
physicist turned artist whose 
practice focuses on inspiring 
action on the environmental 
crisis. Drawing on her scien-
tific background and a lifelong 
passion for the natural world 
from her childhood in Argenti-
na to her research and artmak-
ing here in Massachusetts, her 
work explores climate change 
through repurposed materi-
als, mixed media, and vibrant, 
thought-provoking composi-
tions.

You can learn more about 
Adriana and her unique ap-
proach to art and climate action 
on her website at www.agprat.
com.

Adriana Prat’s statement 
about her art exhibition and the 
event

“I am deeply honored and 
grateful to Senator Sal N. DiDo-
menico for inviting me to bring 
a collection of my artworks to 
the iconic Massachusetts State 
House,  and to the Massachu-
setts Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, offered by State 
Representative Mike Connolly, 
for their special recognition of 
my personal mission to bring 

action to the environmental cri-
sis through my art. I extend my 
appreciation to the Senator’s 
and House’s staff that helped 
bring this exhibit to life.

As an immigrant who has 
called the U.S. home for over 
35 years now, I am elated to 
have my paintings in this sig-
nificant and relevant space in 
American history and its fu-
ture. And especially at a time 
when we face a perfect storm, a 
metacrisis, that calls for urgent 
action to fight the environmen-
tal calamity humanity faces on 
a finite Planet. I hope the fea-
tured artworks -- most of them 
executed on repurposed surfac-

es -- are not only happy, color-
ful images, but also reminders 
of land and ocean landscapes, 
of all its inhabitants, which we 
need to urgently heal and pre-

serve.
We owe it to the Earth. We 

owe it to Nature to which we 
must not forget we belong.”

DiDomenico celebrates local artist with Senate reception

Senator Sal DiDomenico presenting Adriana G. Prat with her Citation 
in the Senate Chamber. One of Adriana G. Prat’s art pieces in the Senate Gallery titled, “Re-

birth Island”

♪♫ .But your budget can still be delightful !
The weather outside is fr ghtful ... ♫♪

Secure your ad space,Secure your ad space,
 don’t be slow,  don’t be slow, ♫♫♪♪

♪♫♪♫  This low pr ce wil This low pr ce wil 
help your sales grow!help your sales grow!

reverejournal.com • winthroptranscript.com
everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 

charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com • thebostonsun.com
northendregionalreview.com • jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

proportional
ad space

160px
by

300px
BLOCK ADS

$200/mo
CClliieennttss  &&  ccuussttoommeerrss  aarree  aa  CCLLIICCKK  
aawwaayy  wwhheenn  yyoouu  aaddvveerrttiissee  oonnlliinnee

CCaallll  ((778811))  448855--00558888  oorr  sshhoooott  uuss  aann  eemmaaiill

One Full Year ofOne Full Year of
SuccessSuccess
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January — December 2026January — December 2026
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$$2,0262,026

THE REVERE JOURNAL | THE EVERETT INDEPENDENT 
THE WINTHROP TRANSCRIPT | THE EAST BOSTON 
TIMES | THE CHELSEA RECORD | THE BOSTON SUN 

THE CHARLESTOWN PATRIOT BRIDGE
BEACON HILL TIMES | NORTH END REGIONAL REVIEW 

JAMAICA PLAIN GAZETTE 

Choose from any 4 Options for an insightful 
year of news, sports, and social gatherings 

from your Hometown Newspapers
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We accept all major Credit Cards
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Or Reach them on Email! Tap on Your rep below to start sending an email!

Maureen DiBella | Sioux Gerow | Deb DiGregorio
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Libraries //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

The Middlesex Sheriff’s Of-
fice (MSO) took home two of 
the top awards at the 2025 Law 
Enforcement & Corrections 
Awards Ceremony on Thurs-
day, November 13.

This year, the MSO was pre-
sented with both the Innovation 
of the Year Award for the new 
Older Adult Re-Entry (OAR) 
Unit and Program of the Year 
Award for the Family Support 

Services Unit (FSSU).
The ceremony was hosted 

by the Massachusetts Sheriffs’ 
Association at the State House 
in Boston and recognized indi-
vidual, team and organization-
al excellence. Accepting the 
awards on behalf of the MSO 
were Sheriff Peter J. Koutou-
jian and staff assigned to the 
OAR Unit and the FSSU.

The OAR Unit was launched 

in late 2024 with assistance 
from Boston University and 
UMass Boston and was cre-
ated with programming and a 
structural layout specifically 
designed for incarcerated indi-
viduals ages 55 and older.

Like OAR, the FSSU, is a 
first-in-the-nation initiative. 
Launched in 2020, the FSSU is 
designed to enhance support for 
the loved ones of those incar-

cerated at the Middlesex Jail & 
House of Correction. The initia-
tive, which has gained attention 
as a national model, has managed 
over 8,000 family interactions.

“The officers and civilian 
staff members who facilitate 
these vital programs are out-
standing professionals who 
work tirelessly to make our 
communities better places to 
live and work,” said Sheriff 

Koutoujian.   “Their commit-
ment to implementing bold and 
innovative programs is chang-
ing lives for the better each 
and every day.   That’s why I 
am so proud to call them my 
colleagues and to share these 
awards with them.”

To learn more about the Mid-
dlesex Sheriff’s Office, please 
visit our website at www.mid-
dlesexsheriff.org.

Middlesex Sheriff ’s Office honored with two awards at the
2025 Law Enforcement & Corrections Awards Ceremony

PHOTOS BY THE MIDDLESEX SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Middlesex Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian (right) and members of the Middlesex Sheriff's 
Office accepted the award for Innovation of the Year from Massachusetts Sheriffs' Asso-
ciation Vice President Nick Cocchi (left) at the Massachusetts State House. 

Middlesex Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian (right) and members of the Middlesex Sheriff's 
Office accepted the award for Program of the Year from Massachusetts Sheriffs' Associa-
tion Vice President Nick Cocchi (left) at the Massachusetts State House. 

tutoring and academic support 
for students in grades K-8.

Lego Club. Parlin Children’s 
Room. Mondays from 3-5pm. 
Come to the Children’s Room 
after school on Mondays for 
some free-building lego fun. 
Open to all ages. Children un-
der 6 years old must be accom-
panied by an adult. No registra-
tion required.

Storytime and Singalong 
with Karen, Parlin Children’s 
Room. Wednesdays at 11am. 
Join us for a fun-filled morning 
of singing and storytelling with 
Karen! Suggested ages 0-6. 

Drama Class. Parlin Chil-
dren’s Room. Wednesdays at 
3pm. Do you have a drama 
queen or king at home? Drama 
Class in the Parlin Children’s 
Department is the perfect op-
portunity for your child to put 
those acting skills to use with 

our drama coach! Suggested 
ages 6-14.

Storytime Adventures with 
Mrs McAuliffe, Parlin Chil-
dren’s Room, Thursdays and 
Fridays at 11:00 Join Children's 
Librarian Mrs. McAuliffe for 
our enchanting Story Time! 
You will be whisked away on 
magical adventures through the 
pages of your favorite books. 
Bring a friend or make a new 
one in our circle of friends.

Holiday Cookie Decorating, 
Parlin Children’s Room, Thurs-
day, December 11th at 3 PM, 
Join us as we prepare for the 
holiday season by decorating 
cookies. Cookies and frosting 
and sprinkles galore!

Friday Family Movies! 
Parlin Meeting Room. Friday, 
December 12th at 3 pm. Break 
out the popcorn! Come and 
watch Santa Buddies with your 

friends and family. Fresh Hot 
Popcorn will be served.

Shute Adult and Teens
Ready Player One Games, 

Shute Meeting Room, Wednes-
days at 2:30 PM. Level up 
your Wednesdays with our ul-
timate gaming hangout! Grab 
your friends and dive into fun 
Nintendo Switch and PlaySta-
tion games. No registration re-
quired. Recommended for ages 
11 and up.

Purr Therapy, Shute Study 
Room, Thursdays at 3 PM. 
Take a break during your busy 
day to have a quiet and peace-
ful moment with our new feline 
library visitor, Gandalf! Thank 
you to the Pets & People Foun-
dation for our new Pet Therapy 
friend.

Artisan’s Circle, Shute 
Meeting Room. Thursday, 
December 11th at 5:30 PM. 

A creative open studio with a 
relaxed, welcoming space for 
artists and crafters of all lev-
els to work, connect, and get 
inspired! Bring your own craft 
and supplies (BYOC) and en-
joy creating alongside a com-
munity of makers.

Shute Children’s
Study Buddies, Shute Chil-

dren’s Room. Monday through 
Friday from 3-5pm. Need 
homework help? Come to the 
Shute Library and study with 
the Study Buddies, our free af-
ter-school program offering tu-
toring and academic support for 
students in grades K-8. Friend-
ly tutors are here to guide you 
through tricky assignments, 
help you prepare for tests, and 
build confidence in every sub-
ject.

Study Buddies, Shute Chil-
dren’s Room. Monday through 

Friday from 3-5pm. Need 
homework help? Come to the 
Shute Library and study with 
the Study Buddies, our free 
after-school program offering 
tutoring and academic support 
for students in grades K-8.

Miss Val’s Storytime Pals 
Shute Children’s Room. Mon-
days at 10 AM and Tuesdays 
at 12 PM. What's better than 
a good story? Sharing it with 
friends! Join Miss Val at the 
Shute Library for Fairytale 
Fun!

Shute Cinema Presents - 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone Shute Library Meeting 
Room. Tuesday, December 9th 
at 4 PM. Get cozy and break 
out the popcorn: it's time for 
some movie magic! Join us for 
the first film in the Harry Pot-
ter series, based on the beloved 
books by J. K. Rowling.
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Smiles, laughter and holi-
day spirit filled the Middlesex 
Sheriff’s Office (MSO) Train-
ing Academy on Saturday, No-
vember 22 as the office hosted 
an event for the families of in-
carcerated individuals.

The 2nd annual holiday 
event was hosted by the MSO’s 
Family Support Services Unit 
(FSSU).   It featured activities 
with staff from the Discovery 
Museum in Acton, balloon an-
imals crafted by retired MSO 
Captain Drew Crawford and 
cookie decorating.

Additionally, each family 
was given a turkey donated 
by the Manolis Family Foun-
dation, fresh eggs from the 
MSO’s Project EARTH, and 
cookies baked by the MSO’s 
culinary staff.  The Wish Proj-
ect from Chelmsford and the 
MSO’s religious services staff 
also provided gifts that were 
distributed to children attend-
ing the event.

The event also featured a 
raffle of two bicycles donated 
by the family of an individu-
al previously incarcerated at 
the Middlesex Jail & House 
of Correction.  The family do-
nated the bicycles as a thank 
you for the support they had 

received while their loved one 
was incarcerated.

“I am incredibly grateful to 
our team, the Manolis family, 
The Wish Project and the Dis-
covery Museum for making 
this event such an overwhelm-
ing success,” said Sheriff Peter 
J. Koutoujian.   “Speaking to 
so many of the families who 
came, it was powerful to hear 
not just how much today meant 
to them, but how impactful 
their experiences with our 
Family Support Services Unit 
team are throughout the year.”

“This was a great day,” said 
FSSU Director Kerry Sulli-
van. “To see the happiness and 
know you’re making a differ-
ence is powerful.  Often times 
families are reaching out to us 
during difficult moments, so to 
be able to laugh with them and 
celebrate with them is some-
thing special.”

Through the MSO’s partner-
ship with The Wish Project, the 
group is also working with the 
FSSU team to sponsor 40 fami-
lies of individuals in the MSO’s 
lower security programs (com-
munity work, work release and 
pre-release).   Parents will be 
able to give these presents di-
rectly to their children during 

upcoming visits.
To learn more about the 

Middlesex Sheriff’s Office and 
the Family Support Services 
Unit, please visit www.middle-
sexsheriff.org.

MIDDLESEX SHERIFF’S OFFICE HOLDS HOLIDAY EVENT FOR FAMILIES OF INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS

Middlesex Sheriff Peter J. Kout-
oujian (fifth from left), members 
of the MSO, volunteers from the 
Discovery Museum, and repre-
sentatives of the Manolis Family 
Foundation from Pridestar Trin-
ity EMS stand behind a table 
filled with gifts at the Middlesex 
Sheriff's Office Training Acade-
my in Chelmsford on Saturday, 
November 22, 2025.

The Manolis Family Foundation generously donated frozen turkeys to 
be distributed to the families of incarcerated individuals through the 
Middlesex Sheriff's Office Family Support Services Unit (FSSU).

The Middlesex Sheriff’s Of-
fice (MSO) proudly celebrated 
the graduation of the 53rd Ba-
sic Training Academy (BTA) at 
Winchester Town Hall on Fri-
day, Nov. 21.

Ten new correction officers 
were sworn in during a ceremony 
that featured remarks from Mid-
dlesex Sheriff Peter J. Koutouji-
an and Winchester Police Chief 
Daniel O’Connell.   53rd BTA 
President Emily Magovern also 

addressed those in attendance.
“Today represents commit-

ment, growth, and pride,” Ma-
govern told classmates, family 
members and officials. “But 
most importantly, it represents 
responsibility - a responsibility 
not only to this uniform, but to 
the people we serve, our fellow 
officers, and our community.”

The ceremony followed a rig-
orous academy process during 
which recruits underwent ex-

tensive training.    The acade-
my included both classroom 
and hands on work, as well as 
the mastering of policies, pro-
cedures, and skills needed to 
maintain safety and security.

The training focused on top-
ics such as implicit bias, Mental 
Health First Aid, Cognitive Be-
havioral Theory (CBT), de-es-
calation and communication, 
first responder training and de-
fensive tactics. In addition, all 

10 recruits spent time working 
with veteran members of the 
MSO team during their on-the-
job training at the Middlesex 
Jail & House of Correction.

“During this Thanksgiving 
season, we are proud to wel-
come these 10 new officers to 
our Middlesex Sheriff’s Office 
family,” said Sheriff Koutouji-
an. “Throughout their training, 
they displayed the character, 
commitment and dedication 

to excellence that our team is 
known for. We look forward to 
the incredible contributions we 
know these officers will make 
throughout their careers.”

The Nov. 21 graduation was 
the 19th held during Sheriff 
Koutoujian’s tenure.

To learn more about the 
Middlesex Sheriff’s Office and 
current career opportunities, 
please visit  www.middlesex-
sheriff.org.

MIDDLESEX SHERIFF'S OFFICE CELEBRATES THE GRADUATION OF 10 NEW CORRECTION OFFICERS

PHOTOS COURTESY  BY JOSH LONDON

Members of the 53rd Basic Training Academy (standing) pose for a photo following their graduation. In the front row are Middlesex Sheriff 
Peter J. Koutoujian (center), alongside members of the Middlesex Sheriff's Office command and training staffs. 

53rd Basic Training Academy 
President Emily Magovern 
addresses classmates, families 
and Middlesex Sheriff's Office 
officials during graduation on 
Friday, November 21
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DONATE AT EVERETT CITY HALL

484 BROADWAY

ACCEPTING DONATIONS

UNTIL 12/15

Please bring new, unwrapped toys
to the first floor of Everett City Hall
during regular business hours. All
donations will help bring holiday joy
to Everett families in need.

CITY OF EVERETT’S ANNUAL

Special to the Independent

The City of Everett is no-
tifying residents of a nation-
wide cyber-attack targeting 
the CodeRED emergency alert 
system, which the City uses to 
provide alerts for snow emer-
gencies, evacuations, water 
outages, and other service dis-
ruptions.

Information Compromised 
and Steps for Residents

CodeRED has reported that 
some personal information 
may have been compromised, 
including names, email ad-
dresses, phone numbers, and 
passwords. The company has 
not confirmed the total number 
of affected accounts.

Action Required:
Change Passwords Imme-

diately: If you used the same 
password for your CodeRED 
account on other services (such 
as email, banking, social me-
dia, or work accounts), you 
must change those passwords 
immediately.

CodeRED Offline: Residents 

cannot reset their CodeRED 
password yet, as the system has 
been taken offline.

CodeRED is transitioning 
to a new, secure platform that 
was not impacted by the inci-
dent. The City of Everett does 
not currently have access to the 
alert system. Updates will be 
shared via the City’s social me-
dia accounts and emails when 

the system is back online and 
passwords can be reset.

Important Note: This inci-
dent does not affect the fed-
eral Emergency Alert System 
(EAS), and residents may still 
receive EAS alerts on TV, ra-
dio, and cell phones in emer-
gencies.

City alerts residents to CodeRED cybersecurity incident

We are a Bible-believing church that preaches 
the good news that is found in the Bible. 

 

“Worship the Lord in Spirit and Truth.” 
Rev. Larry Russi, Sr. Pastor                         

701 Broadway - Everett        (617) 387-7458

 

Glendale 
 Christian 

 Lighthouse 
Church

In all things we go strictly by The Book.

Our people will welcome you warmly and 
make you feel at home.  We invite you to join 

us on Sundays at 10:30am.

Your opinions, please
The Everett Independent welcomes letters to the 

editor. Our address is 
385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to 
editor@everettindependent.com.

Letters must be signed.  
We reserve the right to edit for length and content.
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the hardest moments a family 
can face,” commented Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria, “They bring 
hope, dignity and real path-
ways to stability for parents 
and children experiencing 
housing insecurity. This grant 
is a meaningful investment in 
that mission. We are grateful 
for their partnership and for the 
impact this funding will have 
on families in Everett and the 
surrounding communities.”

Housing Families will use 
its Day 1 Families Fund grant 
to serve even more families 
experiencing homelessness in 
Greater Boston, with the goal 
of ensuring no child in our com-
munity sleeps outside. Specif-
ically, Housing Families plans 
to use this one-time grant over 
the next five years to provide 
emergency housing for fami-
lies unable to access the state’s 
family shelter system and to 
help them transition into long-
term housing. The investment 
will also position the organiza-
tion to expand and sustain more 
permanent supportive housing 
solutions. 

Housing Families was iden-
tified to receive this grant by a 
group of national advisors who 
are leading advocates and bring 
expertise on homelessness, 
housing policy and effective 

approaches and solutions to 
family homelessness.  

“This investment will allow 
us to take bold steps toward 
ending family homelessness in 
our region,” said Kelley Hollis, 
deputy executive director of 
Housing Families. “It gives us 
the resources to move beyond 
temporary solutions and build 
pathways to permanent hous-
ing and stability. Every family 
we serve deserves the chance 
to thrive, and this grant helps 
make that vision possible.”  

Since its inception in 2018, 
the Day 1 Families Fund has 
awarded 280 grants totaling 
more than $850  million to or-
ganizations serving families in 

all 50 states, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico and Guam. 
The Day 1 Families Fund grant 
recipients have tremendous 
flexibility to use the funds in 
the ways that are most impact-
ful in their communities, mak-
ing the grant a game-changer 
for organizations on the front-
lines of the family homeless-
ness crisis. Recipients will use 
their funds to support families 
experiencing homelessness to 
access critical services, regain 
stable housing and achieve 
well-being.  

This year, the Fund issued a 
total of $102.5 million in grants 
to 32 organizations. The full 
list of awardees is available at 

https://bezosdayonefund.org/
day1familiesfund. Case studies 
of the impact selected grantees 
have made with their funds are 
available at https://www.bezos-
dayonefund.org/case-studies. 

Since 1986, Housing Fam-
ilies has been providing hous-
ing and wellness services to 
the Metro North area of Boston 
and is expanding their geo-
graphic reach, now serving 
nearly 7,000 people each year. 
Housing Families provides 
homelessness prevention and 
legal services, emergency shel-
ter and permanent supportive 
housing. In addition to hous-
ing programs, Housing Fam-
ilies offers wellness services 

including food and grocery as-
sistance, a therapeutic and ac-
ademic out-of-school time pro-
gram (EnrichEd) and clinical 
mental health services (Care-
Collective). Housing Families’ 
mission is to ensure housing 
stability to strengthen families, 
individuals and communities.  

Through the Bezos Day 1 
Families Fund, Jeff Bezos and 
Lauren Sánchez Bezos issue 
annual leadership awards to 
organizations doing compas-
sionate, needle-moving work 
to help families experiencing 
homelessness. For more infor-
mation, visit www.BezosDay-
OneFund.org/Day1Families-
Fund.

Housing Families //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Enjoying the grand-opening celebration of El Valle De La Sultana Market, 335 Ferry St., are Ward 1 Coun-
cilor Wayne Matewsky, Lenny Jordan, Council President Stephanie Martins, Councilor-at-Large Michael 
Marchese, and Legislative Aide Michael Mangan.

Victor Gallego (right), owner of El Valle De La Sultana Market, gives 
a tour for the new supermarket to Mayor-Elect Robert Van Campen 
(left) and Councilor-at-Large Katy Rogers before the Nov. 20 rib-
bon-cutting ceremony.

MORE SCENES FROM THE GRAND OPENING OF EL VALLE DE LA SULTANA MARKET
The City of Everett congrat-

ulated El Valle De La Sulta-
na Market on the opening of 
its new location at 335 Ferry 
Street. This exciting addition 
brings valuable food resourc-

es to the community, offering 
residents greater access to ev-
eryday essentials, fresh foods 
and a wide variety of culturally 
imported goods.
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DiDomenico acts to protect transit workers
Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
took action to support public 
transit workers by advocat-
ing for and passing a bill that 
steps up penalties for people 
who assault them while they 
are on duty. DiDomenico is a 
co-sponsor and spoke on the 
Senate floor advocating for 
An Act relative to assault and 
battery upon a transit worker, 
S.2697, which responds to an 
increased number of assaults 
targeting workers on Massa-

chusetts’ public transportation 
systems by ensuring a height-
ened minimum punishment.

“I was proud to co-sponsor 
and fight for the passage of the 
transit worker protection bill in 
the Senate,” said Senator Di-
Domenico. “Transit workers 
have been increasingly targeted 
by assaults while on the job, 
and this bill ensures that these 
essential workers are explic-
itly protected while bringing 
people to their jobs, doctor ap-
pointments, schools, grocery 
stores, and keeping our com-

munity connected.”
This bill has been enacted in 

the Senate and Rep. McGona-
gle’s bill has been enacted in 
the House, which means it now 
advances to the Governor for 
her signature.

Jim Evers, President, Boston 
Carmen’s Union Local 589

“This is a significant vic-
tory for everyone who rides 
or operates public transit. We 
are thankful for the Senate 
and the House for supporting 
this common sense legislation 
and look forward to Governor 
Healey signing it into law. Our 
MBTA bus and train opera-
tors deserve to be safe on the 
job and commuters deserve to 
know that public transportation 
is safe. This bill will ensure 
that those who assault public 
transit workers will be held ac-
countable and that our valued 
transportation employees are 
protected. Our transit workers 
keep Boston moving every day 
and deserve our utmost respect. 
This legislation adds transpor-
tation personnel to the list of 
public employees who need 
extra protections so they can do 
their job safely and efficiently 
and improve our communities 
for all.”

On the MBTA alone, work-

Sen. DiDomenico celebrating with Boston Carmen’s Union members 
and Keolis workers outside the Senate Chamber after passing the bill 
through the Senate.

Senator DiDomenico hugging Bill Berardino, Vice President of the 
Boston Carmen Union Local 589, after passing the bill through the 
Senate.

ers in 2024 were targeted by 33 
assaults with weapons and 72 
physical assaults, according to 
testimony heard by the Legisla-
ture at a recent public hearing. 
The bill ensures that all transit 
workers are covered, includ-
ing those who are not directly 
employed by the state, such as 
workers employed by Keolis, 
the state’s contracted commut-
er rail operator.

Workers on the MBTA, com-
muter rail lines, regional transit 
authorities, and other public 
transit systems also face pos-
sible assault with bodily fluids, 
such as saliva. MBTA workers 
were targeted by 38 bodily flu-
id assaults in 2024. This leg-
islation explicitly holds indi-
viduals accountable for bodily 
substance assaults in addition 
to other types of assaults.” 

From the State House

DIDOMENICO CELEBRATES 
FORMER SENATE PRESIDENT CHANDLER

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
joined colleagues and friends 
for former Senate President 
Harriette Chandler's official 
portrait unveiling at the State 
House. “Senate President 
Chandler spent her illustrious 
career fighting to improve pub-
lic health, education, and our 
Commonwealth for every resi-
dent and we will all continue to 
benefit from her contributions 
for years to come,” said DiDo-
menico. “President Chandler 

was a mentor and someone I 
looked up to as a new member 
of the State Senate. She was so 
kind to me and my staff, and I 
was proud to serve on her lead-
ership team during her time as 
our President.”

Senator Chandler represent-
ed the 1st Worcester District 
in the Senate for over 20 years. 
She also served in the House of 
Representatives as a member 
from 1995 - 2001.

Sen. DiDomenico with former 
Senate President Harriette 
Chandler in front of her official 
portrait in the Senate reading 
room.

Former Senate President Harriette Chandler’s official portrait is un-
veiled for the first time.

Massachusetts House passes  
Supplemental Budget to close FY25

Special to the Independent

The Massachusetts House 
of Representatives have passed 
a supplemental budget to ad-
dress deficiencies, to make new 
necessary investments, and to  
close the books on Fiscal Year 
2025 (FY25). The legislation 
appropriates $2.25 billion in 
gross spending, at a net cost to 
the state of $750 million, rep-
resenting a reduction of almost 
$200  million from the Gover-
nor’s original proposal.  

“This supplemental bud-
get closes the books on FY25, 
and aims to fortify the Com-
monwealth’s  finances, bolster 
economic development, and 
ensure continued access to 
critical health care  services,” 
said House Speaker Ronald J. 
Mariano (D-Quincy). “In the 
face of unrelenting  attacks 

from the Trump Administra-
tion that will strip health insur-
ance coverage from millions 
of  Americans and deny access 
to lifesaving vaccinations, this 
supplemental budget will help  
vulnerable residents prepare 
for, and avoid, a lapse in cov-
erage, and ensure continued 
access to  vaccines for every 
child in Massachusetts. I want 
to thank Chairman Michlewitz 
for his hard  work, and all my 
colleagues in the House for rec-
ognizing the importance of the 
investments that  are included 
in this legislation.”

“This supplemental budget 
will close the books on FY25 
in a balanced and fiscally re-
sponsible manner. By making 
critical investments into much 
needed programs in healthcare, 

See BUDGET Page 15
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J.F. Ward
Funeral Home

Independent & Locally
Owned

Est. 1929
Kevin S. Creel, Director

772 Broadway, Everett
(Glendale Sq. Area)

387-3367

Compassionate, Professional
Service Offering Pre-Need

Planning

To place a
memoriam 

in the 
Everett 

Independent, 
please call 

781-485-0588

IN THE ARTS

Special to the Independent

The Boston Public Library 
and Boston Lyric Opera (BLO) 
are joining forces to present 
a special Opera Night titled 
"Must the Winter Come So 
Soon?" on Thursday, Decem-
ber 4, 2025, from 6:00 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m.

The free event, which wel-
comes all audiences—no prior 
opera experience necessary—
aims to bring warmth, light, 
and connection to the cold 
winter season through music. 
The concert and conversation 
will be held in the Rabb Lec-
ture Hall at the Boston Public 

Library Central Branch (700 
Boylston Street, Boston, MA 
02116).

Program Highlights
The program will feature the 

moving and expressive music 
of 20th-century American com-
poser Samuel Barber, celebrat-
ing music's power to transform 
difficult emotion into beauty. 
The evening will also honor 
Boston’s legacy as a hub for 
revolutionary American artistry 
and musical innovation.

Featured performances will 
include:

Excerpts from Barber’s op-
era Vanessa.

Luminous art songs.
A string quartet performance.
An engaging audience Q&A.
The featured artists include:
• Josie Larsen (soprano)
• Mary Kray (mezzo-soprano)
• Brendon Shapiro (pianist)
• String Quartet: Sarah At-

wood (violin), Hikaru Yoneza-
ki (violin), David Feltner (vio-
la), and Melanie Dyball (cello)

While registration is wel-
come, it is not required to at-
tend this free public event. You 
can register online at https://
tinyurl.com/ING-BPLOpera.

BLO presents ‘Must the Winter Come So 
Soon?’ at the Boston Public Library

By Eva Mazzara

As friendly faces gathered 
and amber afternoon sunlight 
streamed into the Shapiro Fam-
ily Courtyard in Boston’s Mu-
seum of Fine Arts on a recent 
Saturday afternoon, a commu-
nity bound by a passion for art 
began to take shape.  

“There’s so many big-box 
stores, and chain(s) (stores), 
that just (don’t) have soul,” 
said Sue Fish, 65, owner of 
Women’s Peace Collection, 
one of the market's 12 vendors 
who set up shop at the muse-
um’s Artisan Market. “I think 
that when you have handmade 
goods, it really does bring a 
sense of community because 
it’s special, it’s unique, it’s cre-
ative.”

The Artisan Market attracts 
designers from diverse back-
grounds to a central court-
yard in the museum each year, 
where they sell items such as 
handcrafted jewelry, intricate-
ly designed clothing and oth-
er eclectic pieces. The event 
last month was the first since 
COVID-19.

Fish discovered her love for 
fair trade — a partnership be-
tween companies in developed 
countries and producers in 
developing countries — after 
graduating from Tufts Univer-
sity in 1982 and spending six 
memorable months in Peru. Af-
ter returning to the U.S., Fish 
studied to become a therapist, 

a career that spanned 35 years. 
However, her time in Peru and 
the lingering idea of working 
with international artisans nev-
er faded. Fish bought the Wom-
en’s Peace Collection in 2014, 
a business that sells products 
such as alpaca hats, gloves, 
cashmere wraps, scarves and 
baskets.

Fish works with marginal-
ized international communities, 
including silversmiths in Bali, 
who have been practicing their 
art form for generations. She 
says she remains involved in 
the creative process by making 
frequent trips to the Indonesian 
island.

“One of the things we love 
about fair trade is the story,” 
Fish said. “Like, we know these 
people in Bali, they’re family 
to us. They’re the nicest people 
I’ve ever met.”

The Artisan Market debuted 
in 2017 and ran annually until 
COVID-19 forced its closure in 
2020, according to Ellen Brag-
alone, the museum’s director of 
retail. The market is operated in 
conjunction with Bragalone’s 
fashion and textile buyer, a 
position that has been vacant 
since the pandemic.

“I just recently got it (the 
job) filled, so we decided to 
bring back the Artisan Market,” 
she said. “It’s always been very 
successful, so we really wanted 
to start it up again.”

Centered squarely in the 
middle of the museum, the 

courtyard provides a space for 
vendors to showcase their piec-
es, and room for customers to 
browse.

More than 5,200 people vis-
ited the museum on a recent 
Saturday for the Homer exhi-
bition and other displays, and 
many of them stopped by the 
market. Sarah Basu, a customer 
and local artist, hopes the mar-
ket will be a recurring event.

“There’s a possibility, but 
we’re trying to work out the de-
tails on that,” said Bragalone. 
“It may happen. I can’t confirm 
it, but it might.”

When it comes to choosing 
vendors, Bragalone tries to as-
semble a marketplace that fea-
tures a variety of price points, 
and a diverse range of goods. 
“That’s why we tried to make 
sure that everybody had a very 
different look and feel to what 
they were selling,” she said. 
“That’s important for us.”

The market’s appeal lies 
mainly in its originality, said 
Jan Chen, a Newton therapist, 
as she browsed the tables re-
cently.

“You cannot necessarily find 
exactly the same thing online,” 
said Chen, showing off her 
newest purchase — a chunky 
necklace filled with anomalous 
designs and vivid, alternating 
colors.

Some vendors’ business-
es are new. Michelle Yozzo 
Drake, owner of Stonington 

MFA Artisan Market returns, 
celebrating handcrafted community

Healey-Driscoll Administration 
releases statewide high school 
graduation framework 

Special to the Independent

The Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration has released an initial 
statewide graduation framework 
designed to set nation-leading 
expectations and prepare all 
students for success after high 
school, regardless of their cho-
sen career path. This frame-
work, developed with the K-12 
Statewide Graduation Council, 
represents the state's most robust 
education standards ever.

Key Principles and Changes
The new system moves 

away from reliance on a single 
high-stakes test. Key changes 
include:

• Phasing Out 10th Grade 
MCAS: The 10th Grade MCAS 
exam would be phased out as 
part of the new framework.

• No Single Barrier: No sin-
gle test will represent a barrier 
to graduation for any student.

• Comprehensive Approach: 
Massachusetts will be the first 
state to implement such a com-
prehensive approach to setting 
high educational standards.

Seven Elements of the 
Framework

The framework is struc-
tured around seven elements 
that focus on building a strong 
academic foundation, demon-
strating mastery, and develop-
ing real-world problem-solving 
skills.

Strong Starts
Students must complete a set 

of coursework that aligns with 
admissions requirements for 
higher education.

Proven Skills
To show mastery of course 

content, students will complete:
• A limited number of end-

of-course (EOC) assessments.
EOCs are a more targeted 

and relevant approach than the 
current high school MCAS.

Students do not have to pass 
an EOC to graduate.

• A capstone or portfolio.
Capstones are cumulative 

projects, typically including 
research, a written assignment, 
and a final presentation.

Portfolios are a collection of 
a student's best work demon-
strating mastery in one or 
across content areas.

Bright Futures
This element focuses on fu-

ture planning and literacy:
• Students create their own 

plan for college or career.
• Students must complete the 

FAFSA or MASFA (financial 
aid application).

• Students learn financial lit-
eracy.

• Students can earn seals of 
distinction, such as the State 
Seal of Biliteracy.

Stakeholder Engagement 
and Next Steps

This initial framework is 
the first step, following signif-
icant feedback from over 400 
people who attended listening 
sessions, 6,615 respondents to 
a statewide online survey, and 
103 district administrators.

The administration will con-
tinue to seek input from com-
munities to refine the recom-
mendations and work toward 
a final report next year. This 
work builds on the administra-
tion’s existing "Reimagining 
High School Initiative," which 
includes expanding access to 
programs like Early College, 
Innovation Career Pathways, 
and MyCAP.

See ARTISAN MARKET Page 14
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EVERETT SERVES HUNDREDS OF MEALS AT COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER

Hundreds of residents gath-
ered at the Connolly Center 
on Monday, Nov. 24 for Ever-
ett’s first annual Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner, celebrat-
ing community, gratitude and 
togetherness.

Building on the tradition 
established by MassBadge 
and Zion Church Ministries, 
the City of Everett collaborat-
ed with the Everett Fire De-
partment, Everett Firefighters 
Union Local 143, Everett Po-
lice Department, Everett Police 
Superior Officers Union, Fra-
ternal Order of Police Everett, 
MA Lodge 40 and Zion Church 
Ministries to continue this 
meaningful community event. 
Attendees came together with 
first responders, City officials 
and staff, community organiza-

tions and volunteers to enjoy a 
warm meal and an evening of 
connection.

The complimentary dinner 
featured a traditional Thanks-
giving meal with all the fixings, 
prepared and served by first re-
sponders and volunteers. After 
dinner, attendees enjoyed des-
sert and shared in the joy and 
spirit of the season.

All of the upcoming City of 
Everett events can be found 
by visiting the events calendar 
on the City website at cityofe-
verett.com/calendar/category/
events/list. Residents can also 
follow the official social media 
pages on Facebook, Instagram 
and X (the platform formerly 
known as Twitter) to stay up-
dated. Facebook: /cityofever-
ettma and /mayorcarlodemaria. 

1 – Police Chief Paul Strong, Fire Chief Joseph Hickey, 
Zion Church Ministries Bishop Robert Brown, and Ever-
ett police and firefighters welcomed attendees to the 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner.
2 – Volunteers ready to serve attendees.
3 – Everett Police Department staff served food to 
attendees.
4 – Volunteers across City departments prepared the 
food for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner.
5 – From left: Everett Police Officer Raoul Goncalves, 
DEI Officer Simone Holyfield, President of the Fraternal 
Order of Police Lodge #40 Jermaine Bellard, City Coun-
cilor Anthony DiPierro, Senator Sal DiDomenico, City 
Councilor Holly Garcia, City Council President Stepha-
nie Martins and Mayor-Elect Robert Van Campen.
6 – Attendees being served a warm Thanksgiving meal.
7 – City Councilor John Hanlon and former City Council-
or Al Lattanzi.
8 – From left: Everett Firefighter Craig Hardy, Rosa De-
Maria and Everett Police Officer Tino Rozzi.
9 – The Connolly Center was packed with attendees for 
the Community Thanksgiving Dinner.
10 – Director of Elder Services Dale Palma and Carol 
Garrett.
11 – Attendees enjoyed the festivities by dancing to the 
music.
12 – Everett Police K-9 Arrow attended the Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner.
13 – Tufts University Police Captain Lisa Butner and 
Everett Police Officer Raoul Goncalves.

 Director of Elder Services Dale Palma and Carol Garrett.

 Everett Police Department staff served food to attendees.
Police Chief Paul Strong, Fire Chief Joseph Hickey, Zion Church Ministries Bishop Robert Brown, and Ever-
ett police and firefighters welcomed attendees to the Community Thanksgiving Dinner.

Attendees enjoyed the festivities by dancing to the music. Volunteers ready to serve attendees.

City Councilor John Hanlon and 
former City Councilor Al Lattanzi.

Instagram: @cityofeverettma 
and @mayorcarlodemaria. 
X: @EverettGov_MA and @
Mayor_DeMaria. All are wel-
come to attend the upcoming 
events.
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Tufts University Police Captain 
Lisa Butner and Everett Police 
Officer Raoul Goncalves.

EVERETT SERVES HUNDREDS OF MEALS AT COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER
PHOTOS COURTESY THE CITY OF EVERETT

Volunteers across City departments prepared the food for the Com-
munity Thanksgiving Dinner.

From left: Everett Police Officer Raoul Goncalves, DEI Officer Simone 
Holyfield, President of the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #40 Jer-
maine Bellard, City Councilor Anthony DiPierro, Senator Sal DiDome-
nico, City Councilor Holly Garcia, City Council President Stephanie 
Martins and Mayor-Elect Robert Van Campen.

Attendees being served a warm Thanksgiving meal.

From left: Everett Firefighter Craig Hardy, Rosa DeMaria and Everett 
Police Officer Tino Rozzi.

The Connolly Center was packed with attendees for the Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner.

PPHHOOTTOOSS  RREECCEEIIVVEEDD  WWIITTHHOOUUTT  IINNFFOO  WWIILLLL  NNOOTT  BBEE  PPUUBBLLIISSHHEEDD

Email your photos to 
PROMO@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

Please include names with your photo.

Photos on 
your phone?
Just scan here and 
attach the photo to 

the email that 
is generated!

Share your photo to be 
included in this year’s 
SPECIAL PAGES

BY FRI. DEC. 19

Tis the Season for
Everett 

Christmas Kids

WEDS.
DEC. 24th

PHOTOS PUBLISHED

CHRISTMAS EVE
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Special to the Independent

Trinity Financial—long 
recognized for its work revi-
talizing public housing and 
strengthening neighborhoods 
across Boston—has been 
named the 2025 Development 
Partner of the Year by the Mas-
sachusetts chapter of the Na-
tional Association of Housing 
and Redevelopment Officials 
(MassNAHRO).

The recognition comes 
during a milestone year for the 
company’s leadership: Trinity’s 
principals, James Keefe and 
Patrick Lee, were also recently 
presented with the Norman B. 
Leventhal Excellence in City 
Building Award for their con-
tributions to creating vibrant, 
inclusive neighborhoods across 
Boston.

For East Boston residents, 
this honor underscores Trin-

ity’s leadership in delivering 
one of the neighborhood’s most 
significant housing investments 
in decades: Overlook Terrace at 
Orient Heights.

Formerly a distressed 15-acre 
state public housing site, Over-
look Terrace was transformed 
into a 331-unit, state-of-the-art, 
sustainable residential com-
munity shaped through several 
years of resident and communi-
ty engagement. The redevelop-
ment replaces aging units with 
modern, energy-efficient homes 
and introduces safer streets, im-
proved pedestrian connections, 
and high-quality open spaces 
planned around resident needs.

The project has also earned 
major industry acclaim. On 
May 21, 2025, Overlook Ter-
race received a National Rec-
ognition Award from the Amer-
ican Council of Engineering 
Companies (ACEC). It also 

received the ACEC/MA 2025 
Silver Award for Engineering 
Excellence, along with achiev-
ing both LEED certification and 
Enterprise Green Communities 
Certification—demonstrating its 
commitment to resilient, envi-
ronmentally responsible design.

“Trinity Financial’s work 
represents the very best of what 
public-private collaboration can 
achieve,” said Peter Proulx, 
president of the Massachusetts 
Chapter of the National Associa-
tion of Housing and Redevelop-
ment Officials (MassNAHRO). 
“Their commitment to residents 
and the very personal nature 
they bring to their projects make 
a real difference in communities 
across the Commonwealth.”

MassNAHRO cited Trinity’s 
resident-centered approach at 
Overlook Terrace as one of the 
key reasons for selecting the 
firm, noting that the redevelop-

ment serves as a model for how 
aging public housing can be up-
graded while respecting and pre-
serving the community that has 
long called it home.

“MassNAHRO plays an es-
sential role in strengthening 
public housing agencies and 
advocating for residents across 
the state,” said Mike Lozano, 
Vice President of Development 
at Trinity Financial. “We’re 
honored to be recognized by an 
organization whose mission so 
closely reflects our own—build-
ing communities that empower 
residents, promote inclusion, 
and advance housing as a basic 
human right.”

In addition to its work in 
East Boston, Trinity has led 
major affordable and mixed-in-
come housing investments 
across the city and state. But 
Overlook Terrace stands out as 
a once-in-a-generation effort 
that replaced outdated public 
housing with modern, sustain-
able homes—while ensuring 
that longtime East Boston fam-
ilies could remain in the neigh-
borhood.

The 2025 Development Part-
ner of the Year Award was pre-
sented at MassNAHRO’s An-
nual Conference & Exhibition 
recently, in Norwood, Massa-
chusetts.

Trinity Financial named MassNAHRO 2025 Development Partner of the Year

Artisan Market //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

    ERA MILLENNIUM
617-389-1101    •    617-784-7500 • ERAMILLENNIUM@AOL.COM

www.ERAmillennium.com Pat Roberto,
REALTOR Broker/President

BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	          PRICE
Lohani, Ramesh	 Lillmars Jennifer A Est	 111 Walnut St	 $610,000
Bear Stearns Asset Backed	 Tumpson, Hector	 97 Irving St	 $600,000
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Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...
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I N D E P E N D E N T

Everett

Designs, had always enjoyed 
painting, but her career as an 
assisted living executive direc-
tor occupied most of her time.  

Drake left her job to care for 
her mother. When it was time 
to return to work, her husband 
suggested a different idea. 
“And that’s why I’m 64 years 
old … doing this,” she said. As 
Stonington Designs blossomed, 
Drake started a military spouse 
weaving program that provides 
jobs for stay-at-home mothers. 
“My son is an Air Force pilot,” 
she said, “and I understand the 
struggle that the military fami-
lies have.”

Stonington Designs just re-
leased its newest collection, 
America 250, to celebrate the 

country’s semiquincentennial 
birthday.

Art resonates differently for 
every person. Basu believes 
the appeal of artistic creativity 
is universal, and that’s one of 
the reasons the Artisan Market 
works.

“The pieces are unique, and 
it really helps give … locals a 
way to show their work,” she 
said, “especially (during) a 
busy time like today.”

Eva Mazzara is a student in 
the Boston University Journal-
ism program.  This story is a 
partnership between Everett In-
dependent and the Boston Uni-
versity Journalism program.

2x2 classified 

ad size shown 
to scale

12 weeks of
 eyes on your ad

CHOOSE FROM SIX COMMUNITIES TO ADVERTISE IN!

12 WEEKS  1 PRICE
One 2x2 Ad → NOVEMBER - JANUARY← ONLY $18000*

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 
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$3.65  Price 
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5
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Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Leaves fall and Savings riseLeaves fall and Savings rise

&

*$180 per paper
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MOVING MUSIC LESSONS

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

Everett'Everett's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory
1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

PAINTING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

ELECTRICIAN

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

POOLS

HANDYMAN

COSMO POOLS
• NEW LINERS

• INSTALLATION
•POOL CLOSINGS

CALL JOHN
781-589-0505

P L E A S E  R E C Y C L E  
T H I S  N E W S P A P E R

Advertise for 
3 months for 

only:1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

2 col-by-2-inches
$240.00

Jacsonn's Music School for Children
    Bring Music to Life!
Instruments Offered: Voice, Violin, Viola, Cello, Piano, Chorale 

Music, Contrabass, Drums, Flute, Clarinet, Saxophones, 
OBoe, Bassoon, Classic Guitar, ETC.

Make a Musical Instrument the first gift to your Child 
musicschoolforchildren.org     (857) 544-6514

701 Broadway, Everett

Ages 3+Ages 3+

To Advertise In The Service Directory 
Please Call 781-485-0588 or email deb@reverejournal.com

REAL ESTATE

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

GinaSSoldano@gmail.com 
gsoldanorealtor.com

tophandyman2022@gmail.com
English & Español

tophandymanllc.com

TTOOPP  HHAANNDDYYMMAANN  LLLLCC

Demolition, Cleanouts, Ceramic tile & more
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR BIG

857-221-0194

FULL SERVICE 
CARPENTRY

Got Legals? - Send them to legals@everettindependent.com

education, and housing to name 
a few, the Commonwealth will 
be in a strong fiscal position for 
FY 26 and beyond,” said Rep-
resentative Aaron Michlewitz, 
Chair of the House Committee 
on Ways & Means (D-Boston). 
“I want to thank Speaker Mari-
ano for his dedication to these 
issues, as well as all my House 
colleagues for supporting this 
initiative.”

"This supplemental bud-
get closes the books on FY25, 
allocating important funds to 
programs that will help our 
residents," said Representative 
Adrian Madaro (D - East Bos-
ton). "In the face of devastating 
cuts and inaction from the fed-
eral government that will strip 
health insurance, take away 
access to care, and impact the 
quality of life for many across 

the Commonwealth, the funding 
in this bill ensures that our resi-
dents will be protected and cov-
ered, while providing resources 
for everything from housing, 
to school meals, to clean water 
and snow removal this winter. 
I'm proud of the steady, respon-
sible approach Massachusetts 
continues to take to ensure our 
priorities are funded".

The bill passed today appro-
priates $10 million for Health 
Care for All to conduct a pub-
lic  awareness campaign, and to 
conduct health coverage enroll-
ment assistance for communi-
ties at  risk of losing health care 
coverage as a result of the new 
Medicaid reporting require-
ments that  were put in place by 
President Trump and Congress 
through the One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act. It  invests $10 million 

for the Massachusetts Life Sci-
ences Center, and includes $5 
million in grants  to reproduc-
tive health care providers. It 
also invests $15 million for a 
new Sports and  Entertainment 
Fund grant program, for which 
$10 million will be set aside for 
the events related  to the 2026 
FIFA World Cup.  

The bill passed today also 
includes a policy section which 
authorizes the Department of 
Public  Health Commissioner 
to determine routine childhood 
immunizations and vaccination 
schedules, rather than relying 
on the recommendations of the 
CDC’s Advisory Committee on 
Immunization  Practices.

In addition to the appropria-
tions, the bill also invests in the 
state’s future by depositing the  
remainder of the funds to an es-

crow account ($337. 7 million), 
to support pensions ($18.8  mil-
lion), and to the Other Postem-
ployment Benefits Trust Fund 
($18.8 million).  

Additionally, the House ac-
cepted an amendment from 
Chair John Lawn that updates 
and  restructures existing as-
sessments on Massachusetts 
hospitals used to fund the 
Health Safety Net  and related 
hospital support trust funds. 
The changes modernize fi-
nancial data used in the  as-
sessment, increase the amount 
hospitals contribute, and adjust 
how the resulting funds are  
distributed among hospitals.

The bill also addresses bud-
get deficiencies, including:  

• $1.67 billion in gross spend-
ing ($303 million net cost) for 
MassHealth • $60.7 million for 

snow and ice removal  
• $35 million for Home-

BASE
• $14 million for the Section 

35 program
• $12.5 million for no-cost 

calls  
• $12 million for Universal 

School Meals
• $7.2 million for Depart-

ment of Correction (DOC) Fa-
cilities operations • $6.8 mil-
lion for the Clean Water Trust 
Fund

• $3.5 million for State Po-
lice operations

• $700,000 for the Suffolk 
County District Attorney

The bill passed in the House 
of Representatives by a vote 
141-14, and now goes to the 
Senate for  its consideration.
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

December is when entertain-
ing friends and family adds to 
an already busy schedule. We 
suggest you choose to serve a 
meal inspired by street food. 
You could select a street food 
specialty that reflects your fam-
ily's culture, features a family 

favorite, or honors a guest.
Food designed for last-min-

ute preparation, served from a 
cart, food truck, or small stall, 
is usually limited in ingredients 
and makes great party food. 
As a bonus, most street food 
can be eaten out of hand, from 
disposable serving items, with 
fingers or wooden spoons and 

forks. 
You can have one or two peo-

ple play chef and prepare each 
person’s choice to order. Or, 
make it self-serve. Set up a table 
of optional ingredients so your 
guests can be their own chefs. 

Menu Suggestions
We consulted local food truck menus and drew on our 

favorite items from the past 
to offer menu suggestions for 
your street food party. We also 
looked for items you could pur-
chase if you have time to shop 
but not to cook. 

If we were hosting a Viet-
namese street food party, we 
would serve fresh rolls, bon mi 
sandwiches, and a big bowl of 
bun thit nuong (a noodle salad). 
Anyone who can build a sand-
wich can make a bon mi, and we 
have based parties around teach-
ing friends to make fresh rolls. 
The preparation for this menu is 
mostly shopping and chopping.

One of our favorite food 
trucks, Mei Mei, has turned its 
menu into a dumpling business. 
You can buy their excellent 
products frozen and serve a se-
lection of dumplings and sauc-
es. Round out your menu with a 
takeout order from your favorite 
Asian restaurant.

Pennypackers is another well-
loved food truck famous for its 
porchetta sandwiches. If you are 
a good home cook, you could 
make your porchetta in advance 
and surround it with a basket of 
bread, a tray of antipasto, and a 
big Italian salad. 

Taco trucks are what sparked 
the street food scene in this 
country, and a taco party could 
be the perfect theme to feed a 
crowd. Even when we make ta-
cos for two, we set up our dining 
bar as a taco assembly line. You 

could offer a hot plate of fillings, 
including vegetarian and veg-
an options. Add salsas, shred-
ded lettuce, cheese, and creamy 
toppings. Let everyone decide 
whether they want hard, flour, or 
whole-grain tacos, and fill them 
as they wish.

If you have a crew of less ad-
venturesome eaters, you could 
have a grilled cheese menu in-
spired by Roxy’s Grilled Cheese 
truck. We geek out on grilled 
cheese by making them with an 
assortment of flavored breads 
from When Pigs Fly bakery. 
Or, you could duplicate Roxy’s 
support of local businesses by 
choosing your ingredients from 
the vendors they proudly display 
on their website. Don’t forget to 
have a simmering crockpot of 
tomato soup for dipping.

Do It Yourself or Have It 
Catered

One final note on this topic, 
many local restaurants and food 
trucks offer catering services. 
You could support a small busi-
ness and have someone who’s 
an expert in creating a popular 
street food menu handle the 
food for the party. The three 
who cater, mentioned here, are 
Mei Mei, Pennypackers, and 
Roxy’s. If you have a favorite 
place for a favorite food, ask 
if they can cater your event. 
Small businesses can use the 
income and exposure, and you 
can use the free time!

This holiday season, help us bring warmth and comfort to
the veterans living at the Veterans Home at Chelsea by
donating new and unused essentials.

We’re collecting items like:

VETERANS
COMFORT DRIVE
VETERANS
COMFORT DRIVE

Warm winter gear (socks, hats, gloves & mittens)
Personal Care Items (body wash, shampoo, lotion,
toothpaste, razors, deodorant and similar toiletries)
Comfort essentials (towels, bed sheets, pajamas,
undergarments and any other clothing items in all sizes)
Everyday needs (sneakers, shower shoes, laundry
detergent and tissues)

Drop-Off Location
December 1-12 during regular business hours at the
Connolly Center (90 Chelsea St.).

Questions?
Call 617-394-2270.

LEGAL NOTICE - 
submit notices to legals@everettindependent.com

NOTICE OF TIER  
CLASSIFICATION

MBTA EVERETT MAINTENANCE 
FACILITY – BUILDING 2

80 BROADWAY
EVERETT, MASSACHUSETTS

RELEASE TRACKING NUMBER 
3-51084

A release of oil and/or haz-
ardous materials has occurred 
at this location, which is a 
disposal site as defined by 
M.G.L. c. 21E, § 2 and the 
Massachusetts Contingency 
Plan, 310 CMR 40.0000. To 
evaluate the release, a Phase 
I Initial Site Investigation 

was performed pursuant 
to 310 CMR 40.0480. The 
site has been classified as 
TIER II pursuant to 310 CMR 
40.0500. On November 24, 
2025, Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority filed 
a TIER II Classification Sub-
mittal with the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP). To obtain more 
information on this disposal 
site, please contact Debra Dar-
by, Massachusetts Bay Trans-
portation Authority, 10 Park 
Plaza, Boston, Massachusetts 
02216, 857-332-0869. The 

Tier Classification Submittal 
and the disposal site file can 
be viewed at MassDEP website 
using Release Tracking Num-
ber (RTN) 3-0051084 at
http://public.dep.state.
ma.us/SearchableSites2/
Search.aspx or at MassDEP, 
Northeast Regional Office,150 
Presidential Way, Woburn, 
MA 01801, 978-694-3200. 
Additional public involvement 
opportunities are available 
under 310 CMR 40.1403(9) 
and 310 CMR 40.1404

12/3 
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Fresh and Local

Inspired by street food

A fill-it-yourself taco party could be a perfect theme for feeding a 
crowd.


