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Special to the Independent

The City of Everett 
hosted the annual Tree 
Lighting event on Friday, 
Dec. 2, at Everett Square, 
in celebration of the holi-
day season.

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
and family threw the 
switch and lit up the beau-
tiful Christmas tree to 
spread holiday cheer with 

the most wonderful cele-
bration of the year.

The City spread holiday 
cheer with many fun and 
free activities including 
live performances, hay 
rides, train rides, holiday 
characters, face painting, 
balloon creations, food, 
giveaways and even a spe-
cial visit from Santa and 
Mrs. Claus directly from 
the North Pole. They pa-

raded down Broadway, 
led by the Everett police 
and fire departments and 
Everett High School’s 
award-winning band.

Also at the event, at-
tendees were able to meet 
and take a photo with San-
ta and Mrs. Claus upstairs 
at the Parlin Library and 
partake in arts and crafts 
while waiting in line for 
their turn to see them.

“The Tree Lighting is 
always a fantastic oppor-
tunity for our commu-
nity to come together to 
spread cheer and celebrate 
the holiday season,” said 
Mayor DeMaria. “I’d like 
to thank all of the spon-
sors, participants, volun-
teers and everyone who 
attended for making this 

City of Everett Hosts Annual Tree Lighting
The Christmas Tree in Everett Square beautifully decorated was brought to life last week with the annual holiday celebra-
tion in Everett Square.

Minnie Mouse took Santa to the stage to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy Holiday Season.

The EHS Crimson Tide Marching Band led the way for 
Santa.

The combined Everett and Chelsea Girl Scout Troops sang Christmas carols. See Pages 6 and 7 for more photos.

See TREE LIGHTING Page 6

Everett Kiwanis participated in the Medford Kiwanis Divisional Interclub event held on 
Monday November 27, 2023. Representatives from all seven Clubs from Division 12 were on 
hand. The keynote speaker was Commander Billie J. Farrell, the first female Commander of 
the USS Constitution. Commander Farrell discussed her historic journey from enrollment in 
the United States Naval Academy to becoming the first female Commander of “Old Iron-
sides.” The Commander graciously answered questions from the audience and provided 
many interesting and little-known facts about the USS Constitution. Following the event, 
the Commander took photos with each Club. Pictured with Commander Farrell from left 
to right are: Distinguished Past President Roland Hughes, current President Fred Capone, 
Commander Farrell, Outstanding Distinguished Lt. Governor and Distinguished Past Presi-
dent John Mattuchio, Distinguished Past President and current Secretary Matthew Alphen 
and Distinguished Past President Pat Roberto.

EVERETT KIWANIANS MEET USS CONSTITUTION 
COMMANDER BILLIE J. FARRELL

City Clerk Sergio 
Cornelio will adminis-
ter the oaths of office 
to members of the City 
Council and School 
Committee at an inau-
guration ceremony on 
Jan. 5 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Saugus-Everett Elks.

Cornelio said a cele-
bration will follow the 
ceremony.

The current City 
Council will hold its 
regularly scheduled 
meeting Monday at 
City Hall.

Council, School Committee 
inauguration set for Jan. 5

By Cary Shuman

The plans for a new pro-
fessional soccer stadium 
being built across Route 
99 from Encore Boston 
Harbor are on hold for the 
immediate future.

The state Senate had ad-
vanced the proposal by in-
serting special language in 
a supplemental budget bill 
that would have detached 
the 43 acres for the stadi-
um and waterfront park 
from the Designated Port 
Area (DPA). However, 
leadership in the House of 
Representatives did not in-
clude the special language 
necessary for the proposal 
in its version of the spend-
ing bill.

And just like that, Ev-
erett’s hopes for a state-
of-the-art 25,000-seat pro-
fessional soccer stadium 
(that was to be the likely 
home of Bob Kraft’s New 
England Revolution fran-
chise) are dashed.

Sen. Sal DiDomeni-
co, who has championed 
the stadium proposal in 
the Senate, expressed his 
disappointment with the 
decision by the House of 
Representatives.

“I’m disappointed this 
language wasn’t includ-
ed in the final bill,” said 
DiDomenico. “We have 
worked so hard on this is-
sue because as an environ-
mental justice community 
we deserve something bet-
ter than a polluted power 
plant on our waterfront. 
This is a transformational 
project and an econom-
ic catalyst for our area. I 
want to thank President 
Spilka and Chair Ro-
drigues for including it 
in the Senate version and 

I am hopeful that we can 
find a resolution in the 
very near future.”

 Mayor Carlo DeMaria, 
whose vision resulted in 
the five-star Encore Bos-
ton Hotel locating in Ever-
ett and bringing thousands 
of jobs to area residents, 
issued a statement, saying 
he was not pleased with 
the roadblocking of the 
stadium project. 

“I continue to main-
tain the position that a 
privately-funded pro-
fessional soccer stadi-
um, which would invest 
millions into an historic 
remediation effort of a 
defunct power plant, pro-
vide economic mobility 
opportunities for our Ev-
erett residents, advance 
the region’s multi-modal 
transit network, and create 
much-needed access to the 
Mystic River would be the 
best use of that portion of 
Everett’s waterfront,” said 
DeMaria. “As the leader 
of an Environmental Jus-
tice community, plagued 
for decades by the det-
rimental health impacts 
created by giant industrial 
polluters, I am disappoint-
ed that the legislation has 
not advanced. I am going 
to continue to advocate to 
State leaders that a lower 
income, minority-major-
ity community like Ever-
ett deserves the chance to 
explore such a transforma-
tional economic develop-
ment opportunity.

  “While I have stated 
this before, I feel the need 
to reiterate: the remov-
al of the parcel from the 
DPA, which was the focus 
of the legislative amend-

Plans for new soccer 
stadium in Everett 
fail to advance

See STADIUM  Page 3

Special to the Independent

East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center (EB-
NHC) has been named 
a 2023 National Quality 
Leader by the Department 
of Health and Human 
Service’s (HHS) Health 
Resources & Services Ad-
ministration (HRSA) for 
their dedicated work in 
addressing gaps in health 
equity for underserved 
communities and building 
a strong foundation for 
equitable healthcare ac-
cess and outcomes.

“I am incredibly proud 

to announce our recogni-
tion as a National Qual-
ity Leader for providing 
exceptional care to our 
patients,” said EBNHC 
President and CEO Greg 
Wilmot. “Our ability to 
achieve the highest stan-
dards of clinical quali-
ty while addressing our 
patients complex social, 
economic, and cultural 
needs is a testament to our 
team’s diligence and com-
mitment to the health and 
wellbeing of our diverse 
community, the majority 
of which are Latino/a/x.”

Community Health 

Quality Recognition 
(CHQR) badges recog-
nize Health Center Pro-
gram awardees who have 
made notable quality 
achievements in areas in-
cluding Clinical Quality, 
Access, Equity, Informa-
tion Technology, and, 
most recently, COVID-19 
Public Health Emergen-
cy Response. This year, 
EBNHC’s performance 
garnered recognition in 
the following categories, 
placing EBNHC in the 
elite top percentile of all 

East Boston Neighborhood Health Center 
named National Quality Leader in Healthcare

See EBNHC Page 3
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  NO MORE WAITING IN LINE  Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment.  F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 492 Broadway Everett, MA 02149  

617-387-9700 
 Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 

 

Check out our NEW website!  www.larovere.com  Quote your policy online! 
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The third drive-in movie night took place on Friday, Aug. 

16, at the RiverGreen Park in West Everett. The socially-dis-

tanced outing has been popular all summer long for fam-

ilies and friends with and without vehicles. There was free 

popcorn and drinks and the City showed ‘Moana’ on the 

big screen. It was an audience-choice showing, as those in 

attendance picked that movie over several other choices.

By Seth Daniel

Former U.S. Ambassa-dor Walter Carrington of-ten described growing up in Everett during the 1930s and 1940s not as an op-pressive environment for a young black boy like him-self – which would have been the norm in America at the time – but rather a “racial cocoon” where he was welcomed everywhere and felt no hint of racial discrimination or preju-dice from his friends or his teachers.
It was, as he described it in a heartwarming es-say a few years back, “an Atypical Black American Boyhood.” Carrington, 90, grew up in Everett, attend-ed Everett public schools, then went on to Harvard University – preparing him for a distinguished role in the Civil Rights Movement and as ambassador to Sene-gal and Nigeria.Locally, in 2017, he was the Grand Marshal of the 

City of Everett’s colossal 125th anniversary celebra-tion, and last year he was an honored guest in attendance on the opening morning of Encore Boston Harbor.“Everett then was a very unique city,” he said. “We had a population of 50,000 and only about 50 black families and those black families were scat-tered throughout the city,” he told the Independent in 2017. “There was no black area. It was very integrated. Later, I learned the Nation-al Urban League had done a study and found that Ever-ett was the most integrated city of its kind in the coun-try. I grew up in a very in-tegrated community, which was unique for those times.“In fact, I grew up in an area with mostly Irish and Italian kids,” he continued. “I was the only black and I would tell people I could swear in Italian with a Sicil-ian accent before I had ever 

Ambassador Walter Carrington Everett native passes at 90

APPRECIATION

A photo of Ambassador Walter Carrington and his wife, 

Arese, in June 2019 as honored guests on opening day 

of the Encore Boston Harbor resort casino. Carrington, a 

proud Everett native, was an icon in the Civil Rights Move-

ment and stood up for democracy and American values 

during dangerous times as an Ambassador in Nigeria. He 

passed away last weekend at the age of 90.

See AMBASSADOR Page 3

MOVIE NIGHT IN EVERETT

By Seth Daniel

While the race for state representative in Ever-ett this summer has had a good deal of interest and debate – at a social distance of course – it hasn’t gener-ated a lot of fundraising or spending compared to other nearby races for state repre-sentative.

State records from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance (OCPF) have been revamped during this election cycle to re-quire candidates to submit campaign reports every month – giving those on the outside a clearer look at how campaigns are running from month to month.It, of course, has been a 

brave new world trying to campaign and raise mon-ey within the confines of COVID-19 restrictions, which means there are no in-person fundraising events or rallies or numer-ous house parties bent on raising money for cam-paigns. In all, incumbents have led the way due to their network of established 

donors from the past, and that was no exception in Everett where State Rep. Joe McGonagle outpaced his challenger, Councilor Michael McLaughlin in fundraising last month.McGonagle and Mc-Laughlin started June in rel-atively similar spots when 

By Seth Daniel

The Mystic River Report Card was good news for Ev-

erett, being highlighted this year in an online unveiling with the progress made on the Island End River bacte-

ria counts.
For the first time, ever the problem-prone Island End received a ‘B’ grade after having ‘F’s for many years in the past. The an-nual Mystic River Report Card is a partnership be-tween the Mystic River Wa-tershed Council (MyRWC) and the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) New England. It measures bacteria counts through-out the year in the Upper Mystic (freshwater), Lower Mystic (saltwater) and all of the tributaries such as the Malden River and Island End River in Everett.This year’s report was an outstanding success for 

those communities on the Lower end like Everett, Chelsea and Charlestown – who had received failing grades for many years and now host some of the clean-est waterways in regards to bacteria counts in Greater Boston. It is the 13th year that the partnership has an-nounced a ‘Report Card,’ and the grade for each wa-terway is a composite of thousands of samples taken over one year.“I am pleased to an-nounce the Island End River has hit a remarkable mile-stone,” said EPA Region-al Administrator Dennis 

Island End River work by Everett, Chelsea 
gets glowing reviews on Mystic Report Card

Everett state rep. race shows slow fundraising, spending

See RACE Page 3

See MYSTIC Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Estimates show that in Greater Boston, some 40 percent of the food pro-duced is wasted, but not if Vinny Vasallo can help it.Vasallo is the lead trainer and coordinator for the Lo-vin’ Spoonfuls’ newest, and eighth overall, food rescue truck that will be picking up and delivering on a route that includes Everett, Chel-sea, Revere, East Boston and Lynn. 
The model for Lovin’ Spoonfuls is to work with partners like Baldor Spe-cialty Foods (Chelsea), Big Y, Stop & Shop, and Target, to rescue perish-able and nutritious food, from fruits and vegetables to meat and dairy, to then 

distribute, same day, to 18 area nonprofits, including Everett’s Grace Ministries North Shore, Lynn’s My Brother’s Table, and East Boston’s Harborside Com-munity School. Lovin’ Spoonfuls’ same-day mod-el helps to ensure that fresh and healthy perishable food isn’t wasted and, instead, quickly makes its way to people who need it. For Vasallo, who has been with the company since 2016, being able to help the community he grew up in – and lived in until last month – has been heartwarming.“I grew up in Everett, but my family is from East Boston,” said Vasallo, 32. “I’ve spent a lot of time in these cities. To be able to 

help people there is very meaningful…We went to Lynn and Revere before. We were in East Boston and Chelsea and we only went to Everett to pick up food from Costco and Target. 

This new route allows us to now deliver to Grace Food Pantry. It makes me so hap-py to help there too. I’m loving it. My family had enough, and we were a big Italian family so growing up I was probably overfed. Growing up there, though, I noticed it was different for my friends. There was a difference between what I had and what they had. I could see it. Now, I can also see it during this pandemic. These were my neighbors. The need is tremendous ev-erywhere we deliver.”Through a grant from the Department of Pub-lic Health (DPH), Lovin’ Spoonfuls was able to se-cure their eighth truck, 

Everett native trains, drives new route to save good food

Vinny Vasallo, an Everett native who just moved out of the city last month, is the coordinator and lead trainer for Lovin’ Spoonfuls.

See FOOD  Page 2
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DiDomenico Foundation Toy Drive on December 7
Join the DiDomencio 

team for the Annual Di-
Domenico Foundation 
Toy Drive as we cele-
brate the holiday sea-
son and collect toys for 
children throughout our 
region. Residents from 
far and wide will come 
together  at Santa’s “pop 
up”  toy  factory at the 
Kowloon Restaurant 
on Route One North in 
Saugus, Massachusetts 
Thursday, December 7, 
2023, from 6:30pm until 
9:30pm.

The  DiDomeni-
co  Foundation  is an 
all-volunteer organiza-

tion and one of their pri-
mary missions is to dis-
tribute toys to children in 
homeless and domestic 
violence shelters,  social 
service agencies, parish-
es, and local schools.

“We are grateful for 
the tremendous support 
of our  Foundation  bene-
factors, members, and 
volunteers, who help 
make the holidays a little 
brighter for hundreds of 
children,” said State Sen-
ator Sal  DiDomenico.  
“With the help of so many 
friends and supporters, 
our toy drive grows each 
year, and that helps us do 

our part to help families 
that have gone through a 
very tough year.”

The Wong fami-
ly, owners of Kow-
loon Restaurant, have 
once again generous-
ly offered to host this 
year’s toy drive and pro-
vide a complimentary 
buffet and cash bar. The 
Foundation requests a 
new, unwrapped toy as a 
donation for admission.  
For more information, or 
if you would like to do-
nate toys but will be un-
able to attend please call 
(617) 387-3327.

Some of the toys gathered during last year’s drive.

The Everett Crimson 
Tide Pop Warner 10-U 
team will be in action 
Wednesday (10:30 a.m.) 
in the consolation bracket 
of the National Champi-
onships in Orlando.

Everett, who lost to 
Santa Margarita, (Cali-
fornia) in the opener, will 
play Santa Cruz (Cali-

fornia) in a Division 1 
matchup.

Following today’s 
game, the Everett play-
ers and coaches will visit 
SeaWorld for a specially 
planned Pop Warner party. 
The coaches and players 
will visit Universal Stu-
dios Thursday.

“The weather has been 

beautiful here,” Everett 
head coach Mel Fiore said 
Tuesday. “It was 85 de-
grees for our game Sun-
day. The kids are having a 
great time. We’re staying 
at the DoubleTree Hotel 
at the entrance to Univer-
sal.”

The team will return to 
Everett Saturday.

Crimson Tide Pop Warner 10-U team
competes in consolation game today

CITY IMPROVES 
CONVENIENCE 
WITH NEW 
PARKING KIOSKS

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
is pleased to announce 
the City of Everett has re-
cently installed new park-
ing kiosks with improved 
language access and 
more payment methods 
throughout the City.

The new solar-powered 
parking kiosks, which re-
placed all of the previous 
kiosks located throughout 
Everett, will continue to 
operate in Pay-by-Plate 
mode. Drivers will enter 
their license plate number 
into the kiosk, then pay 
for the amount of time 
they want using quarters 
or a credit or debit card, 
providing sufficient time 
to visit shops and restau-
rants.

In addition to these pay-
ment methods, the new 
kiosks offer contactless 
payment methods using 
a credit card, smartwatch 
or smartphone. Another 
feature the new kiosks of-
fer is the option to change 
the language from English 
to either Spanish, Haitian 
Creole or Portuguese, 
which are the four most 
commonly spoken lan-
guages in Everett.

“The new parking ki-
osks are an upgrade that 
allows us to offer more 
convenient payment 
methods like contactless 
payment options, while 
maintaining the original 
ways to pay that most of 
us are familiar with,” said 
Mayor DeMaria. “Anoth-
er important addition that 
comes with the new park-
ing kiosks is the option to 

adjust the text on the dis-
play screen to one of the 
four most commonly spo-
ken languages in our com-
munity making it much 
easier for all.”

As a reminder, the City 
is not requiring payment 
of parking meters for up 
to two hours from Dec. 1, 
2023 through Jan. 1, 2024, 
in support of local busi-
nesses during the holiday 
shopping season. Motor-
ists parked for more than 
two hours will be subject 
to a ticket.

2023 LIVING     
LEGENDS GALA

On Dec. 10, the Mu-
seum of African Amer-
ican History on Joy St. 
will hold the 2023 Living 
Legends Gala and Award 
Ceremony at the Four 
Seasons, Boston. Actor 
and comedian Anthony 
Anderson will be hosting 
the event, and the 2023 
awardees include:

• Clayton H.W. Turn-
bull, developer, Boston 
Business Leader, and 
CEO, The Waldwin Group

• Dr. Ruth J. Simmons, 
former president of Brown 
University and Smith Col-
lege, now a Distinguished 
Presidential Fellow at Rice 
University and Advisor to 
the President of Harvard 
on HBCU Initiatives

• Melissa M. MacDon-
nell, President, Liberty 
Mutual Foundation, Vice 
President, Community In-
vestments, Liberty Mutual 
Insurance Company

The 2023 Living Leg-
ends award recipients 
were chosen for their out-
standing contributions to 

civil and human rights on 
both a local and national 
scale. The event will also 
celebrate Boston’s rich 
African American histo-
ry and commemorate the 
long struggle for equality.

Sunday, December 10, 
4:00 PM

• 4:00 PM: Photo Op-
portunity—media invited 
to interview Emcee An-
thony Anderson, honor-
ees, MAAH CEO, and 
Board Chair and capture 
video and still images on 
the “Red Carpet.”

• 5:00 PM: Main recep-
tion

• 6:30 PM: Award cere-
mony

• 7:00 PM: Live auction

COUNCIL AGING 
HOSTING MOVIE 
EVENT IN 
CELEBRATION    
OF HANUKKAH

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
is pleased to announce the 
Council on Aging (COA) 
will be hosting a showing 
of the film “Eight Days of 
Hanukkah” on Tuesday, 
Dec. 12, at 12:15 p.m., at 
the Connolly Center (90 
Chelsea St.).

Starring Inbar Lavi, 
Jake Epstein and David 
Kaye, an anonymous suit-
or sends Sara, an optome-
trist, a gift for each night of 
Hanukkah. On her journey 
to find her secret admirer, 
she learns that her one true 
love might be someone 
she never expected.

Refreshments will be 
served to all who attend. 

For more information, 
please call 617-394-2270 
to be connected to the 
Connolly Center.

News in Brief
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The Office of Sena-
tor Edwards is pleased 
to announce her recent 
appointment by Senate 
President Spilka to the 
Special Commission on 
Unaccompanied Homeless 
Youth (UHYC), which has 
been reconvened under the 
Healey Administration.

The UHYC, established 
through Outside Section 
208 of the Fiscal Year 
2013 (FY13) Budget and 
reconstituted in 2014, aims 
to study and make recom-
mendations concerning 
services for unaccompa-
nied homeless youth. Its 
goal is to provide a com-
prehensive and effective 
response to the unique 
needs of this population. 
The Commission conducts 
its meetings both virtually 
and in person, convening 
quarterly.

A key initiative of the 
UHYC is the MA Youth 
Count, an annual state-
wide survey that provides 
valuable data on young 
adults experiencing home-
lessness, helping to shape 
effective responses and 
policies. Additionally, the 
Commission is supported 
by the State wide Youth 
Advisory Council (YAC), 
comprising young adults 
with lived experience of 
homelessness, who pro-
vide insights and guidance 
on state level policies and 
programming.

“The reconvening of the 
UHYC is a critical step to-
wards addressing the com-
plex issue of youth home-
lessness in our state,” said 
Senator Lydia Edwards (D 
East Boston). “I am hon-
ored to join this commis-
sion and am committed to 
working collaboratively to 
develop and implement ef-
fective strategies that will 

provide essential support 
to unaccompanied home-
less youth. This is not 
just a matter of policy it’s 
about ensuring the well 
being and future of our 
young people.”

Senator Edwards is ea-
ger to collaborate with 
the Commission, lever-
aging her experience and 

insights to help advance 
the work of preventing 
and ending youth home-
lessness in Massachusetts. 
This issue is a priority for 
Senator Edwards, who is 
dedicated to ensuring that 
all young people have ac-
cess to the support and 
resources they need to not 
only survive but thrive.

The Commission is ded-
icated to examining and 
recommending strategies 
to improve services for 
unaccompanied homeless 
youth in Massachusetts. 
It plays a critical role in 
shaping policies and pro-
grams that address the 
needs of this vulnerable 
population.

Stadium /  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

EBNHC /  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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PUBLIC HEARING FOR A CITIZEN FREE PETITION  
REQUESTED BY THE VOTERS OF THE CITY OF EVERETT,  

IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 8-1  
OF THE CITY OF EVERETT CHARTER

To all parties interested in the public hearing. 

That the School Committee of the City of Everett is hereby requested to hold a 
Public Hearing on a Citizen Free Petition as signed by voters in accordance with 
section 8-1 of the Everett City Charter. 

Be it hereby ordered:

• That the current School Committee take no action(s) regarding hiring or  
selecting a Superintendent (short- or long-term contract or commitment)

• That the current School Committee members honor the mandate of the  
voters of Everett and have the incoming School Committee members in  
January decide on the future Superintendent. 

Hearing to be held with the Everett School Committee on  
Monday, December 18, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. in the  

Everett High School Library, located at 100 Elm Street
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selecting a Superintendent (short- or long-term contract or commitment)

• That the current School Committee members honor the mandate of the  
voters of Everett and have the incoming School Committee members in  
January decide on the future Superintendent. 

Hearing to be held with the Everett School Committee on  
Monday, December 18, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. in the  

Everett High School Library, located at 100 Elm Street

Edwards appointed to the Special Commission 
on UHYC under the Healey Administration

A collaboration be-
tween the Middlesex Sher-
iff’s Office (MSO) and 
Concord Prison Outreach 
helped brighten Thanks-
giving for the loved ones 
of 30 individuals currently 
incarcerated at the Mid-
dlesex Jail & House of 
Correction.

The MSO and Concord 
Prison Outreach worked 
to assemble and prepare 
Thanksgiving meal kits 
that were distributed by 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
and members of the MSO 
team on Saturday, Novem-
ber 18.   The effort was 
led by the MSO’s Family 
Support Services Unit.

The meal kits includ-
ed either a turkey or 
ham, stuffing and canned 

goods donated by Con-
cord Prison Outreach.   In 
addition, the Middlesex 
Sheriff’s Office provided 
homemade pumpkin pies 
cooked by kitchen staff 
and fresh eggs from the 
farming program.

“At the Middlesex 
Sheriff’s Office we are 
committed to not only 
supporting those in our 
care, but their families as 
well,” said Sheriff Kout-
oujian.  “In the thanks we 
heard and the smiles we 
saw, we know that this 
work is making a positive 
difference in the lives of 
countless families.”

This marked the sec-
ond time this year that the 
MSO and Concord Pris-
on Outreach partnered to 

support families.   In Au-
gust, the MSO’s Family 
Support Services Unit and 
Education Department 
collaborated with Concord 
Prison Outreach to distrib-
ute backpacks, books and 
museum passes to the chil-
dren and younger siblings 
of individuals incarcerated 
in Billerica.

“I am grateful to our 
outstanding team and our 
partners at Concord Prison 
Outreach for their passion 
and dedication in bringing 
both these events to frui-
tion,” said Sheriff Kout-
oujian. “We look forward 
to continuing and growing 
these efforts in 2024, and 
beyond.”

Middlesex Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian and members of the Middlesex Sheriff’s Office with 
some of the goods that were distributed on Saturday, November 18.

MSO, Concord Prison Outreach 
distribute Thanksgiving meals

ment, would not approve 
a stadium project on the 
site. It would simply al-
low a proposal to be put 
forward locally, at which 

point a robust public en-
gagement process would 

commence,” concluded 
DeMaria.

health centers nationwide:
2023 Health Center 

Quality Leader Silver 
Badge

2023 National Quali-
ty Leader for Maternal & 
Child Health Gold Badge

2023 National Quality 
Leader for HIV Care and 
Prevention Gold Badge

2023 Patient Centered 
Medical Home Recogni-
tion (PCMH)

2023 Advancing Health 
Information Technology 
for Quality

2023 COVID-19 Public 
Health Champion

2023 Addressing Social 
Risk Factors

“EBNHC’s strategic 
investments in preven-
tative health, including 
women’s health, pediat-
ric health, and behavioral 
health, have contributed 
to our team’s ability to 
out-perform state and na-
tional community health 
benchmarks,” said Dr. 
Jackie Fantes, Chief Med-
ical Officer, EBNHC. 
“When health equity and 
clinical quality intersect, 
a healthcare landscape 
emerges where every in-
dividual, regardless of so-
cio-economic background 
or demographic factors, 
receives high-quality care 
tailored to their unique 
needs.”

Recent clinical lead-

ership appointments, in-
cluding Dr. Karin Leschly 
as Chief Quality Officer 
and Dr. Sue Ghosh, Di-
rector of Women’s Health 
Practice and Projects, 
demonstrate how EBN-
HC leads with intention 
in order to drive outcomes 
for communities and pa-
tients, resulting in a 2023 
National Quality Leader 
Gold Badge in Maternal 
& Child Health, awarded 
to community health or-
ganizations for achieving 
high-quality performance 
in areas such as prevent-
ing low-birthweight in-
fants and promoting early 
entry in prenatal care.

EBNHC has also earned 
a 2023 National Quali-
ty Leader Gold Badge in 
HIV care, with a 100% 
success rate for linking 
patients to care within 30 
days of diagnosis. The 
center’s success in receiv-
ing the Advancing Health 
Information Technology 
and Addressing Social 
Risk Factors badges is at-
tributed to their innovative 
use of best-in-class medi-
cal record technology, 
telehealth services, and 
collaboration on address-
ing social risk factors. 
EBNHC was also in the 
top 10% of health centers 
providing COVID-19 vac-
cinations or testing to the 

largest percentage of pa-
tients.

East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
(EBNHC) is one of the 
nation’s largest Federally 
Qualified Health Centers 
(FQHCs) and the largest 
community-based prima-
ry care health system in 
Massachusetts, serving 
over 100,000 patients and 
recognized by the Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) 
as a Health Center Qual-
ity Leader. For more than 
50 years, EBNHC has 
offered access to com-
prehensive care for the 
underserved populations 
of Chelsea, East Boston, 
Revere, Winthrop, Everett 
and Boston’s South End. 
EBNHC is dedicated to 
promoting and sustain-
ing healthy communities, 
families, and individuals 
by providing accessible, 
person-centered, compas-
sionate, and high-quality 
health care services, in-
cluding primary care, 24/7 
emergency care, behav-
ioral health care, special-
ty care, and various other 
health and wellness pro-
grams, to all who live and 
work in our service area. 
For more information, 
please visit www.ebnhc.
org.

FFllaammeennccoo

!!  
JULY 23 Open House at Art 

Lab Everett 
Stop by to experience 

Flamenco through live dance, 
costumes, video and a talk 

with Everett flamenco artist 
Laura Sanchez 3-5PM at 

Art Lab Everett, 132 Bucknam 
St.

EEvveerreetttt  AArrttss  
&&  CCuullttuurree  EEvveennttss

BBEE  TTHHEE  CCHHAANNGGEE!!

The exhibition is designed to spark 
conversations around social justice 
themes. 

Don’t miss 
“Be The Change”, the 
Sculpture exhibit is at 

Glendale Park until 
Dec. 14.

Sculpture Exhibit open at Glendale Park

JOIN the Everett Cultural Council!
The Everett Cultural Council is a volunteer 

group that works to foster creativity, diversity 
and an arts and culture renaissance in the city 

of Everett. There are openings for new 
members. For more info, please email ECC 

Chairperson Martha Chason-Sokol 
martha@mchason-sokol.com.

Just Over the Bridge
SMALL WORKS show  
all work less than 12”

Dec. 9 & 10  from noon to 5pm
StoveFactory Gallery

523 Medford St.  Charlestown
FREE Lot parking at 511 Medford St.

marina_rakhlin_art
•

Follow
Wedeman Gallery

8 likes
 marina_rakhlin_art

 Stopped by 
the Wedeman 
Gallery, 
honored to be 
among the 
Boston 
artists 
featured at 
this event. 
#bostonartist
sforukraine 
@wedeman_
gallery_ 
#newtonopen
studios2022

 Edited · 76w
 smacgifford
 This is so amazing 

Marina!!
 76w1 likeReply

JoinAllofUs.org/ING(617) 768-8300

All of Us and the All of Us logo are registered service marks of  
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Be a part of health research that includes you. 
—Michelle, All of Us Participant

Ev
er

yb
ody’s health tells a story.

W

hat’s yours?

“By participating in the All of Us Research Program, I am helping to 
shape health research. By providing my health information to All of Us, I 
am learning things about myself, like how my body responds to certain 
medications. This information empowers me 
to work with my doctor to find the right dose. 
Health research hasn’t always included people 
like me, but All of Us is changing that.
I’m ready for it.”
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The Everett Independent reserves the right to edit 
letters for space, accuracy and clarity. We regret that 

we cannot publish unsigned letters. Please include 
your street and telephone number with your submis-

sion. The Everett Independent publishes columns, 
viewpoints and letters to the editor as a forum for 
readers to express their opinions and to encourage 
debate. Please note that the opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The Everett Independent. 

Text or attachments emailed to 
editor@everettindependent.com are preferred. 

Your opinions, please
The Everett Independent welcomes letters to the editor.  

Our address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 
Letters may also be e-mailed to 

editor@everettindependent.com.
Letters must be signed. We reserve the right to edit 

for length and content.
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Upcoming Events at Everett Public Libraries
Parlin Adult and Teens

Connolly Center Book 
Group, Connolly Center 
Meeting Room. Thursday, 
December 14th at 12pm. 
Hercule Poirot’s Christ-
mas has Agatha Christie’s 
Belgian sleuth solving a 
murder case at Christmas. 
See Kathleen for copies 
on her twice monthly vis-
its, or call the Parlin (617) 
394 2300 or Shute (617) 
394 2308 libraries.

Parlin Childrens
Lego Club. Parlin 

Children’s Room. Mon-
day, December 11th from 
3-5pm. Come to the Chil-
dren’s Room after school 
on Mondays for some 
free-building lego fun. 
Open to all ages. Children 
under 6 years old must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
No registration required.

Storytime with Vera. 
Parlin Children’s Room. 
Tuesday, December 12th 
at 12pm. In English or 
Portuguese by request. 

Visit the Parlin Library 
Children’s Room to at-
tend! Suggested ages 2-6. 

Crafts for Kids Parlin 
Children’s Room. Tues-
day, December 12th at 
3pm. Let’s make a Big 
Eyed Christmas Magnet. 
All kids ages 3 and up are 
welcome; please come 
and join the fun! Regis-
tration is required. Sign 
up online or at the Parlin 
Children’s desk.

Storytime and Sin-
galong with Karen, 
Parlin Children’s Room. 
Wednesday, December 
13th at 11am. Join us for 
a fun-filled morning of 
singing and storytelling 
with Karen! Suggested 
ages 0-6. 

Mad Science Presents: 
Café Grossé. Parlin Chil-
dren’s Room. Wednesday, 
December 13th at 3pm. 
Be a chef grossé! Cre-
ate awful play food for 
Café Grossé wait staff to 
serve to those who dare 

to dine. Our signature 
dish: Spaghetti and Eye-
balls Grossé. You can be 
a server, host or customer; 
no restaurant experience 
required! Edible food 
snacks available at the end 
of the program. Registra-
tion is required, so sign up 
today!

Saturday Cinema Spe-
cial! Parlin Meeting 
Room. Saturday, Decem-
ber 16th at 12 pm. Break 
out the popcorn! Come 
and watch Home Alone 
with your friends and fam-
ily.

Origami Club. Parlin 
Fireplace Room. Satur-
day, December 16th at 
12pm. Come and practice 
the ancient art of paper 
folding. All ages and skill 
levels are welcome!
Shute Adult and Teens

Christmas Carol by 
Delvena Theatre, Shute 
Meeting Room. Thursday, 
December 14th at 5:30 
PM. The Delvena Theatre 

Company will present a 
dramatic reading of the 
Charles Dickens classic, 
A Christmas Carol. Watch 
in fascination as Marley 
comes back from the dead 
to help Scrooge amend 
his miserly ways here on 
earth and transform him-
self into a pleasant, giv-
ing old gentleman. With 
the help of three ghosts 
– the Ghost of Christmas 
Past, Ghost of Christmas 
Present and the Ghost of 
Christmas Future – the 
audience will be mesmer-
ized as old Scrooge takes 
a long look at his life and 
reevaluates its path. Open 
to all ages and no registra-
tion required.

Shute Childrens 
Storytime with Vera. 

Shute Children’s Room. 
Thursday, December 14th 
at 12pm. In English or 
Portuguese by request. 
Visit the Shute Library 
Children’s Room to at-
tend! Suggested ages 2-6.

PEARL HARBOR WAS 82 
YEARS AGO, BUT HAS     

LESSONS FOR US TODAY

 It was 82 years ago this week that the nation of Ja-
pan launched its attack on the United States at the Pearl 
Harbor Naval base in Hawaii on December 7, 1941. The 
very next day, President Franklin D. Roosevelt con-
vened a joint session of Congress in which he famously 
declared the attack, “A day that will live in infamy,” and 
asked Congress for a Declaration of War against Japan. 
Germany and Italy, allies of Japan who collectively 
were known as the Axis, then declared war on the U.S., 
setting the stage for World War II, the most destructive 
war in world history.

A total of 407,316 American soldiers made the Su-
preme Sacrifice (in addition to more than 10,000 mem-
bers of the Merchant Marine) and another 671,278 were 
wounded in battlefronts stretching from Africa to the 
European continent to the jungle islands of the Pacific 
over the next three and one-half years before the Ger-
man and Japanese war machines finally were subdued. 

For more than two years prior to the attack, America 
had stayed out of the war that already had engulfed most 
of the rest of the world in the aftermath of the German 
invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939. By the time 
of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hitler’s Nazis 
had conquered all of continental Europe and much of 
Africa, while the Japanese had invaded almost all of 
Asia, save for the U.S. outposts in the Philippines and 
other small islands in the Pacific.

Americans clung to the belief that our isolation, sep-
arated from the rest of the world by two oceans, would 
keep us out of the war. Americans had no appetite for 
re-engaging in another conflict just 23 years removed 
from the memories of World War I that still were fresh in 
our nation’s psyche. But after Pearl Harbor, we no lon-
ger could keep our heads buried in the sand. Although 
the United State had re-instituted the draft some months 
prior to Pearl Harbor and had ramped up our military 
production capabilities, the suddenness of the Japanese 
sneak attack still came as a shock to every American.

Americans realized that thanks to the capabilities of 
modern armaments such as Japanese aircraft carriers 
and German U-boats, even the continental United States 
was not insulated from an attack by a foreign enemy. 
Citizens on the West Coast braced for a Japanese inva-
sion in the aftermath of Pearl Harbor and curfews were 
instituted on the Eastern Seaboard.

Thanks to the countless number of documentaries 
and movies over the past 25 years that have told the 
stories of the brave Americans who fought in WWII, 
we are fortunate to have a living history of the sacrifices 
made by The Greatest Generation.

In 1941, the Axis of Evil was formed by Germany 
under Hitler, Italy under Mussolini, and Japan under 
Tojo. Eighty-two years later, we similarly are facing a 
new Axis of Evil: Putin in Russia, Xi in China, and Aya-
tollah Khameini in Iran (including its terrorist proxies 
of Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Houthis), who are threat-
ening the peace and security of democracies and free-
dom-loving people everywhere.

The lessons of Pearl Harbor are many, but chief 
among them is that freedom isn’t free. We always must 
be vigilant to recognize the forces of evil that seek to 
destroy our way of life. That is a lesson that is as true 
today as it was in 1941.

HAPPY HANUKKAH

The eight-day observance of Hanukkah, also known 
as the Festival of Lights, starts this Thursday evening, 
December 7, and will culminate on Friday, December 
15.

Hanukkah is observed for eight nights and days by 
lighting the candles of the Menorah, one on each day of 
the eight-day celebration. (The Menorah itself consists 
of nine candles, one of which typically stands above the 
rest and is used to light the other eight.)

Hanukkah commemorates the victory of the Mac-
cabees in 166 BCE when the Maccabees liberated the 
Jewish people from the Greek-based rulers who essen-
tially had outlawed the Jewish religion.

When the triumphant Maccabees captured the city 
of Jerusalem, they quickly entered the Holy Temple, 
tossing out the images of the Greek gods that had been 
installed there by the occupying rulers. When the Mac-
cabees went to light the Menorah candles in the Temple, 
they thought they only had one day’s worth of oil. How-
ever, the candles remained lit for eight days -- hence the 
miracle of the Festival of Lights.

Hanukkah is a joyous occasion for Jews world-wide, 
marked by gatherings of friends and families and the 
playing of traditional games such as the dreidel and eat-
ing traditional -- and delicious! -- foods such as latkes. 
Needless to say, in the aftermath of the events of Octo-
ber 7, as well as the appalling subsequent increase in 
anti-semitic incidents in America and around the world, 
Hanukkah this year will have special meaning for Jews 
the world over.

We wish to take this opportunity to wish our friends 
and readers of the Jewish community a happy, healthy, 
and joyful Hanukkah season and we join them in soli-
darity against anti-semitism in all its forms.

By Carlo DeMaria

Everett is a community 
with tremendous poten-
tial.  Like many of my 
fellow residents, I have 
always known this about 
my beloved hometown.

There is a beautiful 
view from my office in 
City Hall. There are amaz-
ing sunsets that highlight 
the skyline. This view also 
highlights the obvious 
distinctions between Ev-
erett’s skyline that is still 
dotted with twentieth-cen-
tury industrial tank farms 
in stark comparison to the 
gleaming glass buildings 
that have risen from de-
velopment opportunities 
available in other commu-
nities.

I have been transpar-
ent for more than ten 
years in my advocacy to 
generate interest in new 
projects that will trans-
form defunct, contami-
nated, blighted industrial 
eyesores that have served 
for too long as reminders 
about the historic limits on 
what others thought was 
possible in Everett. 

There is the potential to 
locate a professional soc-
cer stadium along the Ev-
erett waterfront on the site 
of a power plant that is in 

the process of being fully 
decommissioned in 2024. 
It is a potential project 
because projects like this 
are a multi-phased effort. 
Legislation is needed to 
unlock this potential be-
cause the site currently is 
considered a Designated 
Port Area (DPA). This law 
was intended to prevent 
the overdevelopment of 
waterfront areas to the det-
riment of maritime indus-
tries. The law has served 
an important purpose in 
the Commonwealth. But 
it currently is preventing 
an environmental justice 
community from realizing 
the benefits of a project 
that will remediate a con-
taminated industrial site 
and transform the Everett 
waterfront with an envi-
ronmentally sound, pub-
licly-accessible use that 
will generate increased 
revenue to support critical 
needs in our community.

Is this a big proposal? 
It certainly is. Is it neces-
sary? Absolutely. The En-
core casino project proved 
that it takes a substantial 
development effort to 
clean up contaminated 
former industrial sites and 
transform them into mod-
ern revenue generating 
opportunities.

The removal of the 
DPA designation for this 
site does not remove a 
possible stadium project 
from the public processes 
of state and local permit-
ting. Creating the possibil-
ity for this project opens 
up the potential for public 
discussions about the is-
sues that are important to 
Everett, neighboring com-
munities, and the Com-
monwealth. This project 
would have limited park-
ing availability that can 
be leveraged to advance 
the investment in the crit-
ical expansion of public 
transit with additional bus 
rapid transit lanes, the ex-
tension of the Silver Line, 
and the pedestrian bridge 
across the Mystic River to 
connect with MBTA ser-
vice at Assembly Row un-
til Everett finally gets its 
own rail service. Creating 
a viable public transit sys-
tem that our residents des-
perately deserve has been 
the focus of development 
in Everett. 

It isn’t a secret how 
much I believe in Ever-
ett’s potential. The work 
we have done on the 
Northern Strand bike path 
and to increase access to 
clean and revitalized ar-
eas along the Mystic and 

Malden Rivers is evidence 
of my support for public-
ly -accessible open space. 
It also is no secret that I 
support environmental-
ly friendly projects that 
create union construction 
jobs and increase future 
employment options for 
Everett residents. The fact 
is that new development 
projects are needed to re-
place tax revenue that is 
being lost currently be-
cause of the dwindling 
days of a nearly defunct 
power plant.  These are all 
important purposes that I 
know my fellow elected 
local and state leaders all 
support. 

The time has come for 
the rest of the Common-
wealth to realize what I 
have always known about 
Everett. We are a city of 
pride, progress, and pos-
sibilities. We need to re-
think the laws that inhibit 
our ability to tear down 
the smoke stacks that still 
line our waterfront so we 
can deconstruct the limits 
on Everett’s potential.  

Carlo DeMaria cur-
rently serves as the May-
or of the City of Everett. 
He has served in this role 
since 2009.

Guest Op-Ed

Unlocking the potential of Everett
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EXCELLENCE IN THE EVERETT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Representatives from 
the Everett Public Schools 
(EPS) and the City of Ev-
erett gathered at the Web-
ster School on Friday, 
November 17, 2023, to 
extend their sincerest grat-
itude to custodian Nick 
Nuzzo for purchasing 10 
Market Basket gift cards 
to deserving families for 
Thanksgiving.

“Mr. Nuzzo has been 
making an annual do-
nation to our students 
for several years, and I 
couldn’t let this holiday 
season pass without prop-
erly thanking him,” said 
School Committee mem-
ber Millie Cardello, a 
Webster grandparent who 
organized the event. “My 
thanks to the EPS and the 
City for joining me in rec-
ognizing this tremendous 

act of kindness.”
Interim Superintendent 

William Hart presented a 
formal letter of thanks to 
Mr. Nuzzo, while Director 
of Veterans Affairs An-
toine Coleman presented 
the 16-year EPS veteran 
with an official citation 
from the City of Everett. 
School Committee mem-
bers Mike Mangan and 
Jeanne Cristiano also at-
tended the special cere-
mony.

“You can’t beat the 
combination of commu-
nity and compassion, and 
this thoughtful and help-
ful donation encapsulates 
both,” said Mr. Hart. “It 
was my privilege to join 
the School Committee and 
the city in recognizing and 
thanking Mr. Nuzzo.”

From left: School Committee Chairman Mike Mangan, Interim Superintendent William Hart, School Committee member 
Millie Cardello, Director of Veterans Affairs Antoine Coleman, custodian Nick Nuzzo, Webster School administrators Dev-
on Abruzzese and Samantha Grant, School Committee member Jeanne Cristiano, and Webster School Principal Christo-
pher Barrett.

A huge ‘Thank You’ to Nick Nuzzo!
Webster custodian makes a generous donation

Thanks to the Zonta Club of Chelsea and the North Shore for donating six $50 Market 
Basket gift cards to deserving EPS families at the Lafayette School and Madeline English 
School. Zonta Club member Pam Miller made the donation on Monday, November 20, 
2023, at the Administration Building on Vine Street. From left: Lafayette Principal David 
Brady, Madeline English Principal Theresa Tringale, Ms. Miller, and Interim Superintendent 
William D. Hart.

The Thanksgiving Spirit
Zonta Club donates gift cards to the EPS

Renowned puppeteer Leigh Baltzer performed for more than 70 kindergarten students at 
the Whittier School on Thursday, November 16, 2023. Ms. Baltzer performed imaginative 
and engaging renditions of “Owl Babies,” “Little Blue Truck,” and “Caps For Sale,” all featur-
ing a variety of puppets and other visuals. Afterwards, Ms. Baltzer answered questions 
about the stories and her puppets. She also gave every student coloring pages with imag-
es of her puppets to take home.

From the Arts Department
Famous puppeteer dazzles kindergartners

Jewish Arts Collabo-
rative (JArts) Executive 
Director Laura Mandel 
led Everett High School 
students on a lively tour 
of the outdoor art exhibit, 
Be The Change, on Friday, 
November 17, 2023.

JArts brought the ex-
hibit to Everett’s Glendale 
Park through a grant award 
to Art Lab Everett. Ms. 
Mandel guided EHS stu-
dents through the exhibit 
and helped them analyze 
and interpret the meanings 

of the sculptures, which 
included: “Free To Learn” 
by Ruth Kathryn Henry, 
“In Other Eyes” by Wen 
Hao Tien, “The Power of 
the Vote” by Dana Woolf, 
“Wishing Well” by Cicily 
Carew, and “Transcending 
Borders” by Julia Czeko. 
(Many students noted that 
“Transcending Borders” 
was their favorite piece.)

Ms. Mandel led a mean-
ingful academic discourse 
with the students, who 
shared their emotions and 

the memories the sculp-
tures elicit. It made for a 
thought-provoking discus-
sion on what was a pictur-
esque fall afternoon.

JArts is a Boston-based 
organization devoted to 
connecting people through 
the power of arts and cul-
ture, while Ms. Mandel is 
an artist, social entrepre-
neur, and public art advo-
cate. Thanks to JArts and 
the Everett Art Lab for 
creating this engaging op-
portunity for our students.

Be The Change
EHS students immerse themselves in outdoor art exhibit

Everett High School student strolled through Everett’s Glendale Park for the Jewish Arts 
Collaborative’s outdoor art exhibit.
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Tree Lighting /  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

event another tremendous 
success. Merry Christmas 
and Happy Holidays, Ev-
erett.”

If you would like to 
know about all of the up-
coming events the City 
of Everett has planned, 
please visit cityofeverett.
com/calendar/category/
events/list. You can also 
follow the official social 
media pages on Facebook, 
Instagram and X (the plat-
form formerly known as 
Twitter). Facebook: /city-
ofeverettma and /mayor-
carlodemaria. Instagram: 
@cityofeverettma and @
mayorcarlodemaria. X: 
@City_EverettMA and 
@Mayor_DeMaria. All 
are welcome to attend the 
many exciting events that 
are planned. The Grinch found a friend, 

Mia Flynn.

Bishop Brown with the in-
vocation, for a safe holiday 
season.

Dan Cameron President 
of the Everett Chamber of 
Commerce got the party 
started and welcomed 
everyone.

Mayor Carlo and Stacy DeMaria, their daughter Caroline 
count down, as Carlo Demaria throws the switch to light 
up Everett Square lights.

Zebrea Harrison and Mikayla Fuentes with Mickey Mouse.

Nancy Vitt and Caterina Patterson at Mayor DeMaria’s 
booth.

Grace, Axil and Joseph McNally enjoying the festivities.

Everett Police Officer Michael Wordford, Jerry Navaro, Nich-
olas Saia and Anthony DiPiero.

The Kirzalic family, Sehad, Najla and Nayda.

Buzz with his friend Angie Martinez.

Santa is welcomed by kids of all ages to Everett Square.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

For a Founding Father,
he doesn’t know much about helping

a kid get a student loan.

Not everyone in the government knows everything
about the government. So when you need official info
about Social Security, getting a student loan, renewing
a driver’s license, or if you’re just checking your local
weather, go to FirstGov.gov. A monumental source of
useful information.
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CITY OF EVERETT HOSTS ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING

Everett Chamber of Com-
merce with hot cider, Cheryl 
Smith, President Dan Cam-
eron and Linda Maloney.

Everett City Council, Mike Marchese, John Hanlon, Stepha-
nie Martins, and Michael Mangon. Santa thanks EFD Crew of Engine 2 for a great ride down Broadway.

Everett Bank was part of 
the celebration, Carmella 
Vitale and Cary Lynch were 
having a great time meet-
ing everyone.

Michael and Siena Haley with Frosty.

EHS Marching Band played a selection of holiday tunes.

The EHS Choir entertained with holiday selections.

Mrs. Claus treated everyone with a song.

Mini, Mickey and Pikachu welcome Mayor DeMaria, Stacy, Carlo and Caroline DeMaria to 
the tree lighting.

Mayor Carlo and Stacie DeMaria with members of Everett’s Police and Fire Departments.
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WINTER SPORTS 
SEASON KICKS 
INTO GEAR THIS 
WEEK

The winter sports sea-
son for Everett High ath-
letes will get underway 
this coming week. Coach 
Jehu Cimea and his girls 
and boys indoor track and 
field teams will take part 
in this Saturday’s MSTCA 
Large School Winter Fes-
tival at the Reggie Lewis 
Center in Boston, the first 
of many invitational meets 
during the winter indoor 
season.

In addition, the Tide 
tracksters will take on 
all seven of their Greater 
Boston League (GBL) ri-
vals (Lynn English, Lynn 
Classical, Chelsea, Ev-
erett, Medford, Malden, 
and  Somerville) in three 
tri-meets and a dual meet 
starting next Friday (De-
cember 15) against Chel-
sea and Lynn Classical. 
All of the GBL meets 
will be held at the Reggie 
Lewis Center this season.

Coach Riley Dunn and 
the Everett High girls 
basketball team opens its 
season next Tuesday (De-

cember 12) at GBL rival 
Malden.

“We’re excited for an-
other season,” said Dunn. 
“We have solid leadership 
in the senior and junior 
classes this year. I’m just 
really excited to work 
with this group. They are 
hungry and ready to work. 
Let’s get it!”

The seniors for the 
2024 edition of the Lady 
Crimson Tide are Kaesta 
Sandy, Taisha Alexandre, 
Malaica Guillaume, Mali-
ca Guillaume, and Gleidy 
Tejada Sanchez; juniors 
are Emilia Maria-Bab-
cock, Clarice Alexis, So-
nia Flores, Manal Bouhou, 
and Gerniah Boyce; and 
the sophomores are Casey 
Martinez and Katerin Lan-
daverde

Dunn and her crew have 
two upcoming scrimmag-
es this week with Central 
Catholic today (Wednes-
day) and Stoneham on 
Friday. 

The Lady Crimson Tide 
will face each of their sev-
en GBL foes twice. Con-
tests with non-league op-
ponents Acton-Boxboro, 
Lowell (twice), New Mis-

sion, Lawrence, and Mar-
blehead round out their 
20-game schedule.

The Everett boys bas-
ketball team also will get 
its season underway on 
Tuesday when the Crim-
son Tide host GBL foe 
Malden at the EHS gym. 
The opening tip is set for 
7:00. In addition to the 14 
contests with their seven 
GBL rivals, the boys will 
face non-league oppo-
nents Northampton, Cam-
bridge Rindge and Latin, 
East Boston, and Sharon 
to complete their 18-game 
schedule.

The season-opening 
face-off for the Everett 
High hockey team, which 
is a co-op team with 
players from Revere and 
Malden, is set for next 
Wednesday (December 
13) at 4:00 at Allied Vet-
erans Rink. The Tide will 
meet GBL rivals Somer-
ville, Medford, and Lynn 
(which is a combination of 
players from Lynn Clas-
sical and Lynn English) 
twice each and will face a 
number of non-league op-
ponents to complete their 
20-game schedule.

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

City officials and several res-

idents have applauded the 

efforts of the Department of 

Public Works and its sub-

contractors for their efforts  

to remove snow during last 

Thursday’s snow storm. The 

Mayor’s Office indicated they 

have received many positive 

comments, and councilors 

such as Michael McLaughlin said he wanted to praise the work of the City crews in the difficult 

storm.
Here, a plow moves through Nichols Street on Thursday, with crews working for hours to keep 

ahead of the storm, which dumped about 13.5 inches on Everett. Meanwhile, residents like 

Jimmy Aversa joined his family in clearing the sidewalks as the storm was in full force.

PHOTO BY KATY ROGERS

School Committee member 

Bernie D'Onofrio (photo right) 

– the newly elected chair of the 

Committee - was announced 

and accompanied by his 

daughter Michela Tejeda at 

the Inaugural Ball last Tuesday 

night, Jan. 2, in honor of the 

City’s 125th anniversary. Short-

ly after, Mayor Carlo DeMaria and his wife, Stacy, were introduced as they entered the Ball. The soiree was held immediately after 

the official Inauguration ceremonies at Everett High School, and the Ball was coordinated by City Clerk Sergio Cornelio’s office.  

See Page 5 for more photos.

By Joseph Domelowicz Jr.

Longtime Everett public 

servant Millie Cardello has 

returned to public service and 

the Everett School Commit-

tee following Monday night’s 

super-intense vote of the 

Joint Convention of the Ev-

erett City Council and Everett 

School Committee.

Cardello won by a vote of 

10-9 of Amanda (Burley) Pat-

terson, with the outcome of 

the vote coming down to the 

wire as candidates and their 

surrogates lobbied hard for 

votes through last weekend.

There were actually two 

School Committee appoint-

ments to be made on Monday, 

with the Cardello/Patterson 

vote being the more contro-

versial of the two.

City Clerk Sergio Corne-

lio began the proceedings for 

Cardello and Patterson by 

opening nominations to fill 

the vacancy created by the 

December death of School 

Committee member Richard 

Baniewicz.
As reported in the Indepen-

dent last week, in the weeks 

since Baniewicz’s death, two 

viable candidates to fill the 

vacancy emerged in former 

School Committee, Common 

Councilor and Alderman Car-

dello and former EHS stu-

dent-athlete Patterson, who 

is also the daughter of City 

Council Clerk John Burley.

Patterson was nominated 

by City Councilor Michael 

McLaughlin, who gradat-

ed EHS with Patterson, and 

Councilor Anthony DiPierro 

seconded the motion.

School Committeeman 

Thomas Abruzzese nominated 

Cardello, with the nomination 

seconded by Councilor Ste-

phen Simonelli.

The roll call vote resulted in 

a 10-9 vote for Cardello, with 

Councilors Richard Dell Iso-

la, Rosa DiFlorio, Leo McK-

innon, and Simonelli voting 

with School Committee mem-

bers Abruzzese, Marcony 

Almeida, Bernardino D’Onof-

rio, Joseph LaMonica, Lester 

MacLaughlin and Frank Park-

er voting for Cardello.

Councilors Fred Capone, 

DiPierro, John Hanlon, Mi-

chael Marchese, Wayne 

Matewsky, McLaughlin and 

Peter Napolitano voted with 
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PHOTO BY JARED CHARNEY

Jason Cardinale of Everett beats a Lynn defender to the puck 

at Connery Skating Rink in Lynn on Saturday, Jan. 6, during 

a league matchup against the combined Lynn Jets team. The 

Crimson Tide, however, lost 10-5 to a tough Lynn team. see Page 

7 for more photos.

By Seth Daniel

Everett Fire Chief Tony 

Carli said two firefighters 

showed great tenacity on 

Monday, Jan. 8, in saving two 

people from an upstairs unit 

at a two-alarm fire on Hillside 

Street.
Lt. Jay Lewis and Firefight-

er Joe DeSisto of the Ladder 

2 company are being giv-

en credit for the saves, one 

of which was on a man who 

was not able to move quick 

enough to escape. However, 

Chief Carli also added that in 

addition to the two firefighters 

singled out, then entire crew 

did a fantastic job of prevent-

ing loss of life.

“Right after we got a report 

of a fire and got on scene, there 

was a report that someone was 

in the second unit who could 

not ambulate on his own for 

medical reasons,” said the 

chief. They went in and made 

the grab. There was another 

Joint Committee elects Cardello 

to fill School Committee vacancy

By Seth Daniel

Whether it was a 25-cent 

sub, an animated conversation 

or the institution of his sub 

shop, long-time Angelina’s 

Sub Shop owner Ali S. Ali 

created a business that made 

him into an Everett legend.

That legend passed away 

peacefully on Friday, Jan. 5, 

surrounded by family in his 

home at the age of 91.

His passing marked yet 

another icon of old Everett 

lost to time, though his shop 

has been out of existence for 

about two years now – and he 

had been retired since 2012.

“He was an icon; he was re-

ally someone special,” said his 

son, Sam Ali, this week. “We 

take it for granted because we 

were around it all the time.”

Said his daughter, Amele 

Ambrosino, “He was just a 

great guy and he loved Everett 

and loved the customers who 

came into his Everett store. 

Often, he would actually sleep 

on the counter of the shop 

because he was so exhausted 

and had to open up early the 

next morning. He was so tired 

because he would never close, 

never wanted to miss some-

one who might come in for 

a sandwich. He instilled that 

work ethic into all six of his 

kids. When he was at Angeli-

na’s, he just loved Everett and 

loved the people in Everett.”

Angelina’s started in Lynn 

in 1954, and soon expanded 

to Broadway Everett. After 

opening in a small store in 

the 600th block of Broadway, 

Ali eventually settled at 696 

Broadway until he retired in 

2012. Family members tried 

to keep it running, but illness-

es prevented it from continu-

ing and they closed for good 

two years ago – though they 

still own the building.

The name Angelina’s, Han-

nan Ali said, came from when 

the business started with 

family member Isa Ali. Not 

wanting to call it Ali’s Subs, 

the two were searching for a 

name while taking deliver-

ies of their first products. As 

it happened, the first product 

they received was ‘Angelina’s 

Pure Italian Olive Oil.’ It hit a 

chord with the two, and that 

became the name that grew to 

legendary status in Everett.

Part of the legend was the 

fact that the sandwiches were 

chock full of ingredients, and 

that they were just 25 cents.

His favorites were the Reg-

ular American (Salami, Amer-

ican Cheese and Bologna), the 

Italian and the Steak Bomb 

with Salami – all of which 

were made with Piantedosi 

breads.
“He just had it; he knew 

what to do,” said Sam Ali. 

“He would pile on everything. 

He said it had to have lots and 

lots of ingredients. The Regu-

lar American was his first big 

one. It was simple, but that 

was the beauty of it – the reg-

ular. Then he expanded to the 

Italian and others. He used to 

EHS HOCKEY

Firefighters 

Lewis, DeSisto 

lauded for 

saving tenants 

on Hillside Street

The Regular American:  Sub shop icon Ali S. Ali passes at 91

INAUGURAL BALL

A picture of Ali S. Ali (in the red apron) in front of Angelina’s Sub 

Shop on Broadway with a group of devoted customers, includ-

ing Tom Rogers, the late Richard Baniewicz and others. The 

photo was taken with Ali around 1990 and hung on the wall of 

his shop for years.

See ALI Page 2

See FIRE Page 2

'BOMB CYCLONE' TESTS EVERETT RESIDENTS

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

OFFICE 

CLOSED
Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE
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year

[ [
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE

Schedule Your Spots for 2019! $250.00 per run. 

Savings of $800

Superintendent Da-
vid DiBarri is pleased to 
announce that Northeast 
Metro Tech Culinary stu-
dents served a special 
Thanksgiving luncheon 
for local veterans.

On Tuesday, Nov. 21, 
Culinary students opened 
the Breakheart Inn to 58 
veterans from the Town 
of Wakefield and Saugus 
Veterans group and the 
Veteran’s Administration. 
Culinary students have 
been providing lunch to 
veterans on Thanksgiving 
for over five years. 

“Serving this lunch to 
our Veterans is the high-
light of our year,” said Cu-

linary Department Head 
Elizabeth Beals Hender-
son. “We consider it an 
exceptional honor to serve 
those that have served our 
country.”

The lunch menu includ-
ed salad with balsamic 
vinaigrette, followed by a 
roasted turkey dinner with 
mashed potatoes, gravy, 
house-made cornbread 
stuffing, roasted butternut 
squash and house-made 
cranberry sauce. Dessert 
consisted of coffee and 
freshly baked pumpkin pie 
with whipped cream. 

Beals said students 
were excited to serve and 
meet local veterans, and 

that they especially en-
joyed that two Northeast 
Metro Tech faculty, Mark 
Rooney and Jim Clark, 
were among the veterans 
that were served. 

“This luncheon is very 
special to us because it is 
so important to show our 
appreciation to those who 
have served our country,” 
said Principal and Deputy 
Director Carla Scuzzarel-
la, who also attended the 
luncheon to speak with 
veterans. “I am proud of 
our Culinary students for 
producing such a great 
meal, and for showing so 
much respect to those who 
have earned it.”

COURTESY NORTHEAST METRO TECH

Northeast Metro Tech Culinary students served a special Thanksgiving luncheon to 58 
local veterans at the school’s Breakheart Inn. 

Local veterans served special Thanksgiving luncheon by Northeast Metro Tech Culinary students

Must have a signed permission slip!!

Dec 14th at EHS Library
(5th Floor)

SCHEDULE:
 8:15  Laura Mandel

10:01 Laura Mandel, Ruth Henry, Cicely Carew

11:19   Laura Mandel, Ruth Henry, Cicely Carew, 

            Wen Hao Tien, Julia Csekö

1:12     Laura Mandel, Julia Csekö, Wen Hao Tien

HEY!! Do you know

The Power of Art?

Create and Discover the
Impact of Art

EHS Roundup

 December 5, 2023 — 
Metro Credit Union, the 
largest state-chartered 
credit union in Massachu-
setts, today announced 
that it has expanded its 
Senior Leadership Team 
to include VP Retail Ad-
ministration Robert Ey-
denberg and SVP Senior 
Commercial Lender Kev-
in Malone. Eydenberg 
and Malone will report 
directly to President and 
CEO Robert Cashman. 
In addition, Metro has 
promoted Melissa Breen, 
VP Risk & Compliance, 
Emily Featherstone, AVP 
Internal Communications, 
and Jacquelyn Keeley, VP 
Controller to officer roles.

“Our employees and 
their leadership and guid-
ance are essential to maxi-
mizing Metro’s impact on 
member service and the 
communities we serve,” 
said Robert Cashman, 
President and CEO of 
Metro Credit Union. “Our 
newest senior team mem-
bers and officers bring 
many years of experience 
and leadership in the fi-
nancial services industry 
– we celebrate their ac-
complishments and look 
forward to their continued 
contributions and suc-
cess.”

Senior Leadership Team
Robert Eydenberg, VP 

Retail Administration — 
Eydenberg joined Metro 
in 2006, previously serv-
ing as AVP Contact Center 
Manager and VP Contact 
Center. Today, he oversees 
all of Metro’s 19 retail 
branches and the Mem-
ber Service Center, and 
is committed to the de-
velopment and retention 
of member relationships 
to achieve objectives re-
lated to business growth, 
new account sales, mem-
ber service, and retention. 
Prior to Metro, Eydenberg 
held various management 
positions at Eastern Bank. 

Kevin Malone, SVP Se-

nior Commercial Lender 
— Malone joined Metro 
in 2019 and is responsi-
ble for providing Metro’s 
commercial members with 
innovative financial solu-
tions that build long term 
relationships and improve 
the communities Metro 
serves. He brings over 35 
years of financial services 
experience including in as-
set-based lending, acquisi-
tion finance, commercial 
and industrial finance, as 
well as credit underwrit-
ing, risk review, and asset 
recovery. Prior to joining 
Metro, Malone served as 
Executive Vice President 
at Blue Hills Bank, Mar-
ket President at TD Bank, 
as well as a number of 
other senior positions in 
financial services. 

Officer Promotions
Melissa Breen, VP Risk 

& Compliance — Breen 
oversees risk management 
activities and areas of reg-
ulatory compliance. Since 
joining Metro in 2007, 
Breen has held many dif-
ferent positions across the 
Credit Union in Metro’s 
branches and back office 
departments, and most re-
cently as AVP Risk Man-
ager. In October, she com-
pleted the requirements 
to be certified as a CUCE 
(Credit Union Compli-
ance Expert).

Emily (Lospennato) 
Featherstone, AVP In-
ternal Communications 
— Featherstone joined 
Metro in 2020 as Public 
Relations Specialist and 
most recently served as 
Communications Direc-
tor, overseeing both in-
ternal and external com-
munications. In her new 
role as part of the HR 
leadership team, she will 
continue to expand upon 
Metro’s internal commu-
nications strategy. Previ-
ously, Featherstone held 
positions at Boston law 
school New England Law 
and public relations agen-

cy V2 Communications. 
Jacquelyn Keeley, VP 

Controller — Keeley is a 
Certified Public Accoun-
tant (CPA) and oversees 
the financial close process, 
and monthly and quarter-
ly internal and regulato-
ry reporting duties. She 
joined Metro in 2021 as 
AVP Assistant Controller 
Accounting and previous-
ly was Audit Supervisor 
and Assurance Manag-
er at top-ranked national 
accounting and advisory 
firm Marcum LLP.

Metro Credit Union is 
the largest state-chartered 
credit union in Massachu-
setts, with $3 billion in as-
sets. Metro provides a full 
range of financial products 
to close to 200,000 mem-
bers in Barnstable, Bristol, 
Essex, Franklin, Hamp-
den, Hampshire, Middle-
sex, Norfolk, Plymouth, 
Suffolk, and Worcester 
counties in Massachusetts, 
and Cheshire, Hillsbor-
ough, and Rockingham 
counties in New Hamp-
shire. Metro is the credit 
union of choice for em-
ployees at over 1,200 
companies through its 
Metro@work program.

Founded in 1926, Met-
ro currently operates 19 
branch offices in Bos-
ton, Burlington, Chelsea, 
Dorchester, Framingham, 
Lawrence, Lynn, Med-
ford, Melrose, Newton, 
Peabody, Reading, Sa-
lem, Tewksbury, and West 
Roxbury. Metro is also a 
Juntos Avanzamos (“To-
gether We Advance”) 
designated credit union, 
an honor given to finan-
cial institutions for their 
commitment to serving 
and empowering Hispanic 
and immigrant consumers. 
Metro was recently named 
among the most charitable 
companies in Massachu-
setts by the Boston Busi-
ness Journal. Learn more 
at MetroCU.org.

Metro Credit Union expands leadership 
team with two executive promotions
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LEGAL NOTICE

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

J.F. Ward
Funeral Home

Independent & Locally
Owned

Est. 1929
Kevin S. Creel, Director

772 Broadway, Everett
(Glendale Sq. Area)

387-3367

Compassionate, Professional
Service Offering Pre-Need

Planning

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Correction 
(DOC) implemented no 
cost phone calls across its 
14 correctional facilities to 
provide equitable access 
to sustained communica-
tion between incarcerated 
individuals and their loved 
ones. The move results 
from legislation signed by 
Governor Maura Healey 
requiring calls be made 
available free of charge 
for individuals in state 
and county prisons. The 
Healey-Driscoll Adminis-
tration supported this ini-
tiative in recognition that 
maintaining a connection 
between incarcerated in-
dividuals and their fam-
ilies is vital to enhancing 
rehabilitation, reducing 
recidivism, and improving 
community safety.

Beginning December 1,                                
2023, all calls from the 
standard facility wall 
phone will use the same 
call procedures outlined 
in the Department’s Tele-
phone Access and Use 

Policy.   However, phone 
calls will no longer incur 
any charge. Previously, 
the incarcerated individu-
al or the person receiving 
the call would pay the fee. 
Under the change, there is 
no cap on the number of 
calls.

“The Massachusetts 
Department of Correction 
recognizes the importance 
of incarcerated individ-
uals maintaining bonds 
with their loved ones. No 
cost calls will alleviate 
the financial burden and 
remove barriers for an 
individual in MA DOC 
custody to stay connected 
with their outside support 
system. Strong family 
support helps to advance 
the rehabilitative process, 
reduces recidivism, and 
contributes to successful 
reentry upon release,” said 
DOC Commissioner Car-
ol Mici.   

To raise awareness 
about this change, DOC 
provided the population 
with written notification, 

posted signage in all resi-
dential units, and upload-
ed a message to each per-
son’s department-issued 
educational tablet.

In anticipation of in-
creased demand and call 
volume within each hous-
ing unit, DOC has proac-
tively engaged the phone 
vendor, Securus Technol-
ogies, to identify locations 
across the agency that may 
benefit from additional 
wall phones. DOC is also 
exploring ways to facili-
tate additional access, in-
cluding the ability to make 
calls through tablets. In 
addition, the Department 
provides other opportuni-
ties for incarcerated indi-
viduals to stay connected 
with loved ones through 
in-person visits, letters, 
and electronic messaging.

The Department has 
published an FAQ to pro-
vide families and loved 
ones with more informa-
tion about the implemen-
tation of the no cost call 
initiative.

DOC implements no cost phone calls

LEGAL NOTICE

REQUEST 
FOR PROPOSALS 

AND QUALIFICATIONS 
The City of Everett, acting 
through its Department of 
Planning & Development, 
seeks a professional firm 
or team to provide Grant 
Administration Services for 
the implementation of CDBG 
program activities funded 
by a FY 22-23 Massachusetts 
CDBG (MCDBG) grant from 
the Executive Office of Hous-
ing and Livable Communities 
(EOHLC). The approved grant 
activities include:

* Everett Housing Rehabilita-
tion Program (12 units), 
* Five social service activi-
ties: Housing Families, Bread 
of Life, Mystic Valley Elder 
Services, For Kids Only and 
Justice Resource Institute 
(JRI)
* Acquisition of 25 Garvey 
Street
The city seeks the services of 
a Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) Program 
Manager and a Housing 
Rehabilitation Specialist to 
assist in the administration 
and implementation of the 
grant.
Firms, teams, or individuals 
may submit qualifications 
and proposal packages 
in response to this RFPQ.  

Respondents may submit 
proposals to provide the 
services of Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Program Manager 
or a Housing Rehabilitation 
Specialist or all requested 
services.  Proposals including 
all services are preferred but 
that does not preclude any 
proposal having one or two 
services from being award-
ed.  Firms/individuals must 
submit 3 copies (one original 
+ 2 copies) of the complete 
proposal package to:
Ms. Allison Jenkins, Chief 
Procurement Officer
Everett City Hall
484 Broadway, Room 14
Everett, Massachusetts 02149
Responses to the RFP/Q 

must be received no later 
than Tuesday, December 19, 
2023, 1:00pm at the address 
listed above.  The City 
reserves the right to reject 
any or all proposals should it 
be deemed to be in the best 
interest of the City of Everett 
to do so. 
Funding for the CDBG Pro-
gram activities is provided 
by a FY 22-23 Massachusetts 
Community Development 
Block Grant Program 
Mini-Entitlement award.  All 
pertinent federal and state 
statutes apply.  The city en-
courages Section 3, minority, 
and women-owned business 
participation.

12/6/23
EV

Encore Boston Har-
bor’s bi-annual charita-
ble initiative, “Feed the 
Funnel,” took place last 
Wednesday and Thursday 
as team Encore Boston 
Harbor worked to achieve 
its goal of packing one 
million meals this year for 
local families in need, in 
partnership with nonprof-
it organization The Pack 
Shack.

During Encore Boston 
Harbor’s “packing par-
ties,” 2,000 employees, 
vendors, partners, friends, 
and family worked to-
gether to assemble as 
many meals as possible 
for local distribution. 
In August, Encore Bos-
ton Harbor packed just 
over 450,000 meals at its 
bi-annual Feed The Fun-
nel event, and last week, 
Encore Boston Harbor 
was able to complete the 
packing of the remainder 
of those 1 million meals. 
The meals were donated 
to area food banks.

Encore Boston Harbor 
president Jenny Holaday 
celebrated alongside vol-
unteers with a toast, cake, 
confetti cannons, music, 
and more.

ENCORE BOSTON HARBOR PACKS A MILLION MEALS ON THEIR SEMI-ANNUAL CHARITY EVENT

Over 2,000 employees, vendors, partners, friends, and family worked together to assemble as many meals as possible for local distribution. 

Boston Red Sox’s Wally the Green Monster and Tessie the Green Monster helped with the 
event.
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Combo Rates available!  
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Clients and Customers 
are just a click away! 
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CITY RECEIVES 
GRANT FOR     
MILL CREEK

CHELSEA - The city 
recently received a feder-
al grant that will help pay 
for the restoration of Mill 
Creek.

The $428,000 grant 
from the National Ocean-
ographic and Atmospheric 
Association (NOAA) was 
secured under the leader-
ship of the Chelsea City 
Council in conjunction 
with the city’s housing and 
community development 
department, GreenRoots, 
the Mystic River Water-
shed Association, and the 
Nature Conservancy.

“We have been prior-
itizing the restoration of 
Mill Creek because it is a 
degraded habitat,” said Di-
rector of Community and 
Housing Development 
Alex Train. “Because it 
is a degraded habitat, the 
partnership is seeking to 
restore the creek as well as 
restore public access to the 
waterfront.”

Train thanked the feder-
al delegation of Senators 
Markey and Warren and 
Congresswoman Pressley 
for helping to secure the 
major federal construction 
grant through NOAA.

The grant will be used 
for the first phase of con-
struction for the project, 
which consists of the re-
moval of the Slade’s Mill 
Dam in the creek. The 
city previously secured 
$800,000 for the design 
and engineering of the en-
tire project, Train said.

“The goal is to fully or 
partially remove the dam 
to restore tidal flow in 
the creek to improve wa-
ter quality and to prevent 
invasive species while 
providing educational op-
portunities and engaging 
with residents on the im-
portance of Mill Creek,” 
said Train. “This is going 
to occur in tandem with 
our efforts to design a new 
park at 88 Clinton St. as 
well as a riverwalk which 
are being designed in par-
allel with the restoration 
efforts.”

The timeline for the 
dam removal is likely 18 
to 24 months due to the 
federal and state permit-
ting processes, Train said.

“The second phase of 
the project will entail the 
stabilization of eroding 
coastline, a removal of in-
vasive species, and instal-
lation of a new waterfront 
boardwalk,” said Train.

Currently, the city’s 
plans envision a board-
walk beginning on Broad-
way adjacent to 1005 
Broadway and continuing 
to 88 Clinton St. with the 
opportunity to eventual-
ly extend the boardwalk 
to the Chelsea Housing 
Authority property, Train 
said.

Train said the city is 
seeking construction 
funds for the additional 
phases of the project.

NEW GENEVA 
STREET PROJECT 
PROPOSED AT 
GSCA MEETING

EAST BOSTON - At 
its monthly meeting,  the 
Gove Street Citizens Asso-
ciation (GSCA) reviewed 
plans for a proposal that 
would bring multiple units 
to 12 Geneva Street.

The project, present-
ed by Attorney Richard 
Lynds, proposes con-
structing a new four-sto-
ry building comprised of 
four units intended for 
homeownership.

Regarding the makeup 
of the units, there would be 
one two-bedroom, which 
is an accessible unit, along 
with three three-bedroom 
units. Additionally, the 
square footage of these 
units ranges from a little 
over 1,050 square feet to 
1,231 square feet.

In speaking about the 
bedrooms, Lynds said, 
“We’re trying to gear 
those toward — as we do 
more regularly here in this 
community — the larg-
er-sized bedroom counts 
so that we’re not essential-
ly developing something 
that really caters to a more 
transient population.”

“This is something 
that at least allows for a 
good-sized unit, could be 
used for starting families 
or larger households,” he 
added.

In terms of the zoning 
relief sought in conjunc-
tion with this project, sev-
eral variances are need-
ed under current zoning. 
These variances relate to 
minimum lot width, the 
side and rear yard, floor 
area ratio, height, open 
space, and parking.

However, Lynds noted 
during the presentation 
that the neighborhood 
could get new zoning 
through the Boston Plan-
ning and Development 
Agency’s (BPDA) neigh-
borhood planning initia-
tive PLAN: East Boston.

This means that some of 
the aspects of the project 
that require a variance un-
der current zoning could 
actually end up complying 
with the proposed zoning 
through PLAN: East Bos-
ton.

Other aspects of the 
project include the pro-
posal containing zero 
parking spaces and plans 
for a roof deck exclusive 
to the fourth unit.

When a discussion 
about the proposal opened 
up, the first concern 
brought up by an attendee 
was the parking.

“There’s proposed on 
this 11 bedrooms. Histor-
ically, what we’ve seen, 
there’s about one car per 
bedroom for people who 
are buying at these price 
levels, and I don’t neces-
sarily think the neighbor-
hood can really accommo-
date those 11 extra cars.” 
said the attendee.

Lynds responded, ex-
plaining that parking op-
tions on the lower level 
were explored and, at best, 
two or three parking spac-
es could be included.

“While I understand the 
comment about the park-
ing, we do feel that we 
explored both options, and 
the use of the space for 
an accessible unit we feel 
makes a lot more sense 
overall and aligns pret-
ty much where the city is 
going with new develop-
ments,” said Lynds

“We’re going to take a 
chance in asking for the 
relief for the parking on 
this one,” he added.

Another attendee asked 
about the state of zoning. 
In part, Lynds described 
the state of zoning as be-
ing in limbo.

“The way it works right 
now is, I need to appeal 
the determination of in-
spectional services based 
upon the current zoning 
because we filed for this 
permit before any zoning 
change is going to happen. 
However, it’s important 
that we overlay where the 
zoning is going because 
that is the guidance that 
the Boston Planning and 
Development Agency will 
give to the zoning board,” 
he said.

“We technically still 
require relief, but it is 
consistent with or largely 
consistent with the direc-
tion for new zoning for the 
area.”

As the discussion con-
tinued, an attendee com-
plimented the proposal, 
and there was a conversa-
tion about the rear setback 
as it relates to the neigh-
borhood context.

Concerning the next 
steps, since this was the 
first presentation of the 
project to the GSCA, it 
would need to be present-
ed again for a vote to be 
held. The GSCA is not 
scheduled to meet in De-
cember but will reconvene 
on January 22.

DISABILITIES 
COMM. HEARS OF 
THE NEED FOR 
AFTER-SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS

REVERE - The Revere 
Commission on Disabili-
ties held its regular month-
ly meeting on Tuesday, 
November 14, via Zoom. 
Chair Ralph DeCicco, 
vice-chair Pauline Perno, 
and fellow members Jason 
Barone-Cichocki, Robert 
Brown, and Mario Gri-
manis were on hand for 
the meeting.

The guest speaker for 
the meeting was Deborah 
Kneeland-Keegan, the 
long-time director of the 
For Kids Only (FKO) Af-
ter-School program, who 
made a presentation to 
the members about FKO’s 
Youth in Motion program 
and what FKO offers for 

children with disabilities.
Kneeland-Keegan, a 

former special education 
teacher whose career be-
gan in the 1970s, said she 
recognized that there was 
a need for after-school 
programs for children 
and opened her non-profit 
company in 1984, which 
is now observing its 40th 
anniversary. 

Since beginning in Win-
throp, FKO has expanded 
to other communities, in-
cluding Chelsea, Revere, 
Everett, and Peabody. 
FKO is open year-round 
and until 6 p.m. on school 
days. FKO has been serv-
ing Revere since 1998 and 
was selected by United 
Way-Mass Bay to receive 
a grant to build its facili-
ty on Broadway, which 
initially was known as 
Youth in Motion, and has 
expanded into social and 
emotional learning work. 

Kneeland-Keegan said 
the program in Revere is 
licensed to serve 140 chil-
dren in grades K-5 and is 
working with the city to 
expand its programs to in-
clude middle school-age 
children. The programs 
offered at FKO, which 
is under contact with the 
Mass. Dept. of Early Edu-
cation and Care, presently 
include inclusion special-
ists and one-on-one for 
students who need spe-
cialized care, including 
those who have disabili-
ties or severe behavioral 
problems. She said that 
FKO partners with local 
schools, inclusion special-
ists, and social workers, 
among others, to achieve 
success for every child. 
She also noted that the 
program “does not use 
‘time-outs’, which is a pu-
nitive approach to change, 
and instead we use a 
more-positive behavioral 
approach to learning. FKO 
is committed to inclusion 
as a philosophy, the belief 
system that every child is 
engaged and celebrated 
and to promote the atti-
tude that ‘we all count and 
we all belong’.

“Youth with inclusion 
support show increased 
engagement in learning 

and improved behavior 
and relationship with their 
peers,” Kneeland-Keegan 
added.

She noted that there has 
been a tremendous change 
in the needs of children 
who have been impacted 
by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. She also said that 
FKO designs individual-
ized plans to accommo-
date each child, similar 
to an Individualized Ed-
ucation Plan (IEP) in the 
school system. Subsidies 
are available for those 
who need it. In addition, 
the FKO staff is multilin-
gual and the FKO facility 
is fully-accessible.

Grimanis noted the 
great need for programs 
for middle school-age 
children, a sentiment 
with which Keegan ful-
ly-agreed. 

“This is a critical need. 
Many students who have 
been with us for five years 
do not want to leave,” said 
Keegan, “but we do not 
have any place for them.”

DeCicco noted that he 
had been in favor of the 
Wonderland site for the 
new high school principal-
ly because it would have 
been able to accommodate 
programs in the school 
such as FKO’s. However, 
the new high school that is 
being proposed by some at 
a location other than Won-
derland will be “squished-
in” and will not be able to 
handle the programs that 
are needed to address the 
needs of today’s youth.

Keegan then added 
that support in the Revere 
community is needed in 
order to expand FKO’s 
reach to accommodate 
children in middle school.

TOWN CONTINUES 
WEBSITE 
IMPROVEMENTS

WINTHROP - The 
town is continuing to 
make upgrades to its web-
site, even as there have 
been improvements over 
the past year, according to 
the Town Council Presi-
dent.

At last week’s meeting, 
Council President Jim Let-

terie 

fielded a question about 
town information regard-
ing trash pick up and other 
updates that were posted 
on Winthrop discussion 
boards, but were not found 
on the town website. One 
resident noted that citi-
zens could get confused if 
information was posted in 
the discussion groups but 
was hard to find on the of-
ficial town website.

“As far as policy goes, I 
think the council’s internal 
policy is that everything 
should be on the town 
website,” said Letterie. 
“There are people that 
will copy and paste stuff 
like that … and there’s 
not much we can do about 
that. Anything concerning 
late pick-up days or holi-
day pick-up or leaf pick-
up should be, and I believe 
it is … on the town web-
site.”

Town Manager Tony 
Marino said information 
on trash and leaf pickup 
schedules should be on 
the public works depart-
ment page of the town’s 
website.

“Nothing should go out 
on social media without 
it being on the town web-
site,” said Letterie. 

While there have been 
improvements to the 
town’s website, Letterie 
said there is still work to 
do and it has not gone un-
noticed by the town man-
ager and the council.

“It will continue to be 
worked on,” Letterie said.

In other business, the 
council opened and con-
tinued the tax classifica-
tion hearing for Fiscal 
Year 2024.

“We are still awaiting 
more information,” said 
Letterie. “I have asked 
and the town manager has 
asked to get more defin-
itive information on cer-
tain questions, so we are 
waiting for numbers. We 
needed to open the pub-
lic hearing tonight and we 
will continue the public 
hearing.”

The public hearing was 
continued to the council’s 
meeting next week on 
Tuesday, Dec. 5

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items 
should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  We also encourage 

readers to e-mail news releases and photos to deb@reverejournal.com

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SOLD

Published by the Independent Newspaper Co.

I N D E P E N D E N T

Everett

Shown above, 
Kitchen crew, 
Joe Inter-
nicola with 
Mayor-Elect 
Patrick Keefe, 
Director of 
Parks and 
Recreation 
Mike Hinojosa 
and some 
of the many 
volunteers 
during the Mass Badge Thanksgiving  Dinner. Shown inset, Marie Voto, Al Doucette, Judy 
D’Ambrosio, and Beverly Forgione.

MASS BADGE THANKSGIVING
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LANDSCAPING

PLASTERING

REAL ESTATE

MOVING

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

Everett'Everett's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN SERVICE DIRECTORY
PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588

 OR EMAIL DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

PAINTING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862
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Your Satisfaction is Ours!
CALL MIKE

PLASTERING

PLUMBING

CALL

Immaculate Conception Parish
News and Notes

Bishop Robert G. 
Brown and Zion Church 
Ministries invites you to 
join us every Sunday at 
our 10:00 a.m. Worship 
Service for a time of wor-
ship, praise and preaching, 
at 757 Broadway, Everett, 
MA.  You can also join 

Zion Church Ministries 
via livestream on Face-
book and You Tube.

For more information, 
they can be reached on-
line at zionchurchminis-
tries.com or via email at 
office@zionchurchminis-
tries.com.

Zion Church - Everett
News and Notes

Glendale United Methodist Church
News and Notes

Glendale United Meth-
odist Church is open to all 
and we welcome people of 
all faiths, race, nationali-
ties, and sexual preference. 
No one is ever turned away. 
If you are looking for a new 
home church, we would 
like you to check us out and 
let us know what we can do 
to make church a better fit 
in your life.

Bible Study: Consider 
joining us for Bible study 
on Sunday. We meet in 
the Church Parlor off the 
Chapel from 9:30 to 10:00 
a.m.

Sponsor the bulletin! For 
a $5 donation, you can ded-
icate the Sunday bulletin to 
recognize family, friends, 
or special occasions. There 
is a sign-up sheet in the 
Pastor’s study. Feel free 
to choose your particu-
lar week and leave a copy 
of your dedication in the 
mail in that is on the Pas-
tor’s door. Please contact 
the Pastor if you have any 
questions.

Boy Scout Troop 814: 
Meet in Cooper Hall on 
Tues. evenings from 6-9 
p.m. Cub Pack 11 meets on 
Saturday mornings.

NA Meetings – Mon. 

Bring Your Own Book 7:30 
– 9:30 p.m.; Thurs. I Can’t 
But We Can, 8:00 7:30 – 
9:30 p.m.

AA Meeting – Saturday 
evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Other times by appoint-
ment.

Bread of Life Donations 
– This outreach is being 
done to honor the Unit-
ed Methodist Women’s 
Group, who for so many 
years were our outreach 
source. Please bring any 
food item(s) to church and 
place in the box located on 
the altar.

We are on the Internet 
http://www.glen-

daleumc-everett.org 
Glendale United 

Methodist Church
Pastor David Jackson 

392 Ferry Street (across 
from Glendale Towers) 
Please enter the church 
by the driveway on 

Walnut Street
617-387-2916 

PastorDavidJack-
son58@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to          

2 p.m. Other times by 
appointment.

Grace Anglican Epis-
copal Church is open and 
welcoming to all.

There are two services 
on Sundays: 10 a.m. En-
glish, 1 p.m. South Suda-
nese Dinka

Come all and let us 
walk together in this sea-

son of hope, renewal and 
new beginnings. 

Grace Anglican 
Episcopal Church
67 Norwood Street, 

Everett, MA
Church Phone 

617-387-7526 or 
617-389-5765

Grace Anglican Episcopal Church
News and Notes

Mystic Side Congrega-
tional Church is located 
in Everett, on Malden-Ev-
erett border, at 422 Main 
Street. We offer a warm, 
inviting atmosphere, and 
all are welcome.  Our Sun-
day Church service starts 
at 10:30 a.m. and Commu-
nion is offered on the first 
Sunday of each month.   A 
very pleasant coffee hour 

and socializing follow our 
services.   Parking is avail-
able in our lot next to the 
church on Wyllis Ave. (one 
way off Main Street).   We 
look forward to welcoming 
you this Sunday.

Mystic Side 
Congregational Church

422 Main Street
Everett, MA

Mystic Side Congregational Church
News and Notes

Glendale Christian Lighthouse Church
News and Notes

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Worship service.  

Weds. hour of Power, 
worship, prayer and Bible 
Study, via Zoom. 

“Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human mas-
ters,” Colossians 3:23

“In Pursuit of Spiritual 
Excellence”

Righteousness, Godli-
ness, Faith, Love, Truth

GLENDALE 
CHRISTIAN 

LIGHTHOUSE 
CHURCH 

701 BROADWAY
EVERETT, 

MASSACHUSETTS 
02149

617-387-7458
Rev. Larry Russi, Sr. 

Pastor
pastorlarry@

thelighthousechurch701.net

Church at the Well Ev-
erett is a new church for 
Everett. Check us out on 
Facebook at www.face-
book.com/churchforever-
ett to view weekly devo-
tions and updates, visit us 
at www.foreverett.church 

to sign up for our news-
letter and see how we can 
help you, or connect with 
the Everett Community 
Aid Network at www.ev-
erettcan.com to request 
any additional help.

Church at the Well Everett
News and Notes

Our Parish Staff: Rev. 
Joseph Chacha Marwa, 
S.M.A. Administrator, 
Rev. Gustavo Buccilli 
S.M.A Parochial Vicar, 
Barbara Canon Secretary, 
Parish Secretary. 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
ate the Immaculate Con-
ception Parish is as fol-
lows: 

1: Monday-Saturday at 
7:00a.m. in the Chapel. 

2: Saturday at 4:00p.m. 
(Sunday Vigil) and at 
7:30p.m. Vietnamese 
Mass Upper Church. 

3: Sunday at 7:00a.m. 
and 10:00a.m. English 
Masses. At 12:00p.m. 
Spanish Mass and 
4:00p.m. Haitian Creole 
Mass. 

4: Confessions are on 
Saturdays from 3:00-3:45 

at the Confession Boots in 
the Chapel, and at 11:15 
a.m. 12:00p.m. in Span-
ish. 

5: Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament at the 
Chapel on Thursday from 
7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Bring a Book buy a 
Book a new Fundraiser 
Program at the back of 
the Church. All books are 
a dollar. Any money col-
lected goes to our Stain 
Glass Fund. You are most 
invited to make a donation 
for this course. Most wel-
come to worship with us 
on Sunday and weekdays. 
Thank You. 

Immaculate Conception 
Parish 

489, Broadway, 
Everett MA 02149 Phone 

Call 6173895660

CHURCH News

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

Personal Care Attendant
EVERETT - Personal Care attendant 
needed. Multiple shifts available. 
Hablo español Please call Susan 
617-389-6190 
11/29 
__________

DEADLINES: For classified line 
ads, deadlines are Monday by 4 
p.m. Call 781-485-0588

HELP WANTED
     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES
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A stronger 
community 
starts with 

high-quality 
care.  

www.ebnhc.org
617-569-5800

THE EAST BOSTON TIMES, REVERE JOURNAL, EVERETT INDEPENDENT,  
CHELSEA RECORD, WINTHROP SUN TRANSCRIPT, AND CHARLESTOWN PATRIOT-BRIDGE

Email your photos to 
PROMO@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

Please include which paper you want to be published in & the name(s) 

Photos on 
your phone?
Just scan here and 
attach the photo to 

the email that 
is generated!

Share your photo to be 
included in this year’s 

CHRISTMAS 
KIDS PAGES
BY FRI. DEC. 15

Tis the Season for
Christmas Kids
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Fresh and Local

Pie for breakfast
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

“A Yankee is someone 
who eats pie for break-
fast.” That’s an old New 
England saying popular-
ized by Robert Frost and 
used as a punchline by 
E.B. White. That would 
make many Americans 
“Yankees” on the day af-
ter Thanksgiving. We bet a 
few of you had a bit of pie 
with or for breakfast on 
Thanksgiving weekend.

History of Pie for 
Breakfast

Writing for the Library 
of Congress, Jennifer Har-
bster noted, “The A-Z of 
Food and Drink (2002) 
suggests that the word 
pie (pye) first appeared in 
English in the early four-
teenth century, and by the 
middle of the century, it 
became commonplace. In 
1378, Richard II issued an 
ordinance controlling pie 
prices in London.” At this 
time, many pies were en-
cased in a non-edible crust 
called a coffin, a word that 
initially just meant casing.

Many people who set-
tled in New England came 
from Old England, which 

was then and is now a pie 
culture. This area of the 
country has been called 
the “pie belt.”

What Is a Pie?
Wikipedia says, “A pie 

is a baked dish which is 
usually made of a pastry 
dough casing that con-
tains a filling of various 
sweet or savoury ingre-
dients.” That definition 
is broad enough to allow 
us to indulge in many pie 
versions for breakfast, in-
cluding crostatas, flans, 
pizzas, calzones, or Jamai-
can Patties. 

Looking at a recent list 
of the most popular pies in 
the United Kingdom, we 
found many pie forms. We 
agree! Our love for pies 
goes beyond what most 
people think of as pie.

Holdovers from ear-
lier times are items like 
the Cornish Pasty, which 
today has Protected Des-
ignation of Origin (PDO) 
and Protected Geograph-
ical Indication (PGI) sta-
tus. This handheld pie can 
only be made in Cornwall, 
and ingredients are limited 
to beef, potato, rutabaga, 
onion, salt, and pepper. 

Other handheld traditions 
include pork, meat, and 
mince pies. And even sau-
sage rolls would make ex-
cellent breakfast items. 

Open-faced custard pies 
are also high on the UK 
favorites list. We haven’t 
had an open-faced cheese 
and onion pie, a Brit-
ish comfort food classic. 
However, we love eggy 
pies like Quiche Lorraine 
for breakfast.

Potato-topped pies, 
popular in the UK and 
here, include Shepherd 
and Cottage pies, often 
made from leftovers. The 
Brits have taken that one 
step beyond with their 
fish pies made from a se-
lection of the best fish 
they can find at the mar-
ket, a creamy sauce, and a 
blanket of golden mashed 
potatoes. If there were 
leftovers from that one, it 
would be gobbled up for 
breakfast. 

Our Pie Traditions
Another special occa-

sion when we might have 
pie for breakfast is the 
day after our birthdays. 
When she was a young-
ster, a neighbor baked a 

lemon meringue pie for 
Penny for her birthday ev-
ery year. In honor of this 
delightful baker, we often 
seek out lemon meringue 
when her birthday arrives. 

Last year, Penny pre-
sented Ed with a blueberry 
pie for his birthday instead 
of a cake. It was such a hit 
that we’ve added that to 
our pie traditions. 

Penny’s Great Aunt 
used to add a French Cana-
dian Tourtière to any holi-
day meal. This tradition 
has slipped off our menus 
in the last few years, but 
now we may make them 
purely for their breakfast 
appeal. 

The final pie-for-break-
fast confession that many 
of you may have to make 

is scoffing down a slice 
of leftover pizza pie on 
your way out the door the 
morning after a gathering 
of friends. Come on, ad-
mit it. You’ve done it!

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

This was breakfast for one of us the day after Thanksgiving!

The North Shore Philharmonic Orchestra will return to St. Anthony’s Church for the annual 
Robert A. Marra Memorial “Sounds of Christmas” concert on Sunday, December 17 at 4 
p.m.  Admission to the concert is free in exchange for a generous donation of non-perish-
able food to benefit the Revere Food Pantry.  This year’s concert is principally sponsored 
by Bocchino Insurance, East Boston Neighborhood Health Center, MassPort, Xfinity, 
Astound Broadband, and Action Emergency Services.

‘SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS’ CONCERT

You get the choice!
                    You choose the term and get an incredible rate.

YOU CHOOSE THE TERM 
5-10 month CD Special

* Annual Percentage Yield is accurate as of 10/30/23.  The Special 5-10 Month Cer�ficate of Deposit account is 
available during a special promo�on period and to new money only. For Eagle Bank transfers, a minimum 
deposit of $25,000 of new money is required.  A penalty will be imposed for withdrawals before maturity. Rates 
may vary and are subject to change without no�ce. Minimum balance to open the CD and earn the APY is 
$25,000. CDs will automa�cally renew at a 12-month term at the regular 12-month CD rate being offered by 
the Bank at the �me of renewal. Other terms and rates available.                                                                   
Member FDIC/Member DIF

 5.25 %* 
APY
    

Annual 
Percentage 
Yield

Other CD specials available.  Log onto 
www.bankeagle.com to see all our 
great rates or call us at 617.387.5110


