
By Cary Shuman

By an 8-2 margin, the 
Everett City Council vot-
ed to ban animal testing 
in the city at its meeting 
Monday night.

Councillor Stephanie 
Martins, one of the co- 
sponsors of the ordinance 
along with Councillors 
Al Lattanzi, Darren Cos-
ta, Wayne Matewsky, and 
Vivian Nguyen, opened 
the discussion, stating 
that “the ordinance is very 
simple and defines what 
an animal is, what a re-
search facility is, and what 
an experiment is.”

“And that we don’t want 
any testing of animals in 

the City of Everett.”
Martins said the ordi-

nance was written at the 
request of many Everett 
residents who had reached 
out to the Council to say, 
“no testing of any animal 
whatsoever.”

Martins said she was 
willing to adopt the con-
cern of one of her col-
leagues and remove the 
description of a research 
facility from the ordi-
nance.

Councilor Michael 
Marchese offered that 
Mayor Carlo DeMaria and 
his office, and the Com-
munity Development De-

By Cary Shuman

The Everett City Coun-
cil honored the late Rich-
ard Sasso with a moment 
of silence at Monday’s 
Council meeting.

Mr. Sasso, who owned 
and operated the 8/10 
Bar and Grille on Nor-
wood Street for the past 
16 years, died on Nov. 25.  
He was 62 years old.

“He was a wonder-
ful man,” said Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky. “Ev-
erybody knows what a 
great restaurant it is, with 
great food and great em-
ployees. And he was one 
nice guy.”

Matewsky said that 
Mr. Sasso worked hard to 
build a successful business 
in Everett. “He opened a 

business here. He bought 
the building after opening 
the restaurant. His father, 
Attorney Joseph Sasso, is 
a former alderman in this 
city.”

Councilor Al Lattanzi 
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Elementary school stu-
dents at the Pioneer Char-
ter School of Science in 
Everett participated in a 
food drive to benefit the 
Somerville Homeless 
Coalition. Students in 
the Community Involve-
ment Club ran a donation 
drive this fall semester to 

remember those who are 
less fortunate by helping 
raise poverty awareness. 
Students from grades K-8 
were responsible for col-
lecting boxed and canned 
food at the school over the 
course of three weeks. By 
doing so, they were able 
to bring donations to aid 

people and families in our 
neighboring communities. 
At Pioneer Charter School 
of Science, we take part in 
ensuring we give back to 
our community. Novem-
ber is the month we are 
thankful for all that we 
have and have been given. 
With many thanks to fam-

ily, friends, and the PCSS 
community, we were able 
to collect a large amount 
of donations to donate to 
Somerville Homeless Co-
alition, an organization 
that assists families in 
gaining access to perma-
nent housing.

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDomen-
ico recently accepted an 
invitation from the Wash-
ington Area State Rela-
tions Group (WASRG) 
to join a leadership pan-
el during their Inside the 
Dome event. DiDomen-
ico was joined by Mary-
land’s Senate President, 
Virginia’s House Majority 
Leader, and North Caroli-
na’s House Senior Appro-
priations Chair. Senator 
DiDomenico offered his 
perspective on the next 
legislative session in Mas-
sachusetts and discussed 
state policy ideas with the 
other panelists.

“Our state is a nation-
wide leader on countless 
important issues, and I 
am always happy to have 
opportunities like this to 
speak about our values 
and our legislative accom-
plishments,” said Senator 
DiDomenico, Assistant 
Majority Leader of the 
Massachusetts Senate. 
“I also appreciate events 
like this where I can learn 
about the latest policy and 
political developments 
in other states, which can 
inform what we do here 
in the Commonwealth. I 
want to thank WASRG for 
inviting me and the rest of 
the panel for their insight 
and perspective.”

Shown (right) students collected and 
delivered the food, which will go to 
families in need in the area.

Students involved in the Community 
Involvement Club at the Pioneer 
Charter School of Science in Ever-
ett ran a food drive to benefit the 
Somerville Homeless Coalition. 
Shown (above left to right) Sabah 
Dervifevic; PCSS Counselor Yameci 
Nunez; PCSS students Niachel Cadet, 
Liseth Zaa Ortiz, Tariq Francois, 
and PCSS Dean of Students Nathan 
Sprengle.

PIONEER CHARTER SCHOOL OF SCIENCE ELEMENTARY 
STUDENTS HOST FOOD DRIVE

DiDomenico joins panel in DC to 
offer insight on the MA legislature

Senator Sal DiDomenico spoke on state policies during the 
Inside the Dome event.

By Cary Shuman

Peter Forte doesn’t have 
to win any more titles. His 
reputation as one of Pop 
Warner football’s greatest 
ambassadors and teachers 
of the game is secure for-
ever.

Forte led Everett to a 
national championship in 
2012, and a decade later 

he will be seeking a sec-
ond title when his Crim-
son Tide 14-Under foot-
ball team competes in the 
national tournament in 
Lake Buena Vista, Flori-
da, beginning this Sunday.

Everett actually lost 
to East Lynn, 14-6, in a 
hard-fought New England 
championship game. 
But an off-the-field re-

cord-keeping situation led 
to East Lynn having to 
relinquish the title. As the 
regional runner-up, Ever-
ett was awarded the title 
and the invitation to com-
pete in the Nationals.

Everett certainly had a 
championship-caliber sea-
son, winning ten consecu-
tive games and its division 
title. The Crimson Tide 

defeated Methuen and a 
potent Lawrence team in 
the playoffs following a 
perfect regular season.

Tyler Freni has been 
Everett’s star quarter-
back. “He’s the epitome 
of a quarterback,” lauded 
Coach Forte. “He’s a quiet 
leader and knows every-

Everett Crimson Tide 14-U team heads to Pop Warner Super Bowl

The Everett Crimson Tide Pop Warner 14-U team is pictured after winning the National Division championship. The Everett 
team will be competing in the Pop Warner National Championships in Lake Buena Vista, Florida, beginning this Sunday.

See TIDE Page 2

City Council pays 
memorial tribute 
to Richard Sasso

Richard Sasso.

City council votes to ban 
animal testing in the city
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Governor Charlie Bak-
er and Lt. Governor Karyn 
Polito  joined Health and 
Human Services Secre-
tary Marylou Sudders, 
Attorney General Maura 
Healey, and leaders from 
the recovery community 
for a roundtable discus-
sion on the Baker-Polito 
Administration’s collab-
orative progress in con-
fronting the opioid epi-
demic over the past eight 
years. The roundtable 
discussion was held at A 
New Way Peer Recovery 
Center in Quincy and in-
cluded reflections from 
individuals and family 
members impacted by the 
opioid epidemic, as well 
as substance misuse pro-
viders and organizations. 
Roundtable participants 
included members of 
Governor Baker’s 2015 
Opioid Working Group.

Since 2015, the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
has worked with the Leg-
islature to support a five-
fold increase in spending 
across the state budget to 
address substance misuse, 
with the Commonwealth 
investing nearly $600 mil-
lion in these initiatives 
in the Fiscal Year 2023 
(FY23) budget signed by 
Governor Baker. The Ad-
ministration also worked 
with the Legislature to 
pass two landmark laws 
to address the opioid ep-
idemic: The first law, 
passed in 2016, instituted 
a first-in-the-nation 7-day 
limit on first time opioid 
prescriptions and insti-
tuted new requirements 
around prescription moni-
toring and substance mis-
use screenings. The sec-
ond law, passed in 2018, 
improved access to treat-
ment from settings such 
as emergency departments 
and the criminal justice 
system, and strengthened 
education and prevention 
efforts.

“The opioid epidemic 
has impacted thousands of 
families and communities 
across Massachusetts, and 

we have partnered with 
many organizations, lead-
ers and families over the 
past eight years to make 
the Commonwealth a na-
tional leader in respond-
ing to this challenge,” said 
Governor Charlie Baker. 
“I am proud that our Ad-
ministration and the Leg-
islature have dramatically 
boosted funding that has 
increased access to treat-
ment and recovery and 
enacted major laws that 
have become a model for 
other states and the nation. 
Most importantly, we have 
worked together to change 
the conversation and re-
duce stigma, which will 
help more people seek 
help and get the resources 
they need.”

“Our administration has 
made tackling the opioid 
epidemic a priority since 
day one, and we have been 
proud to work with so 
many partners to expand 
access to treatment and 
support recovery and pre-
vention efforts,” said Lt. 
Governor Karyn Polito. 
“Over the past eight years, 
Massachusetts has led the 
way in expanding sub-
stance misuse initiatives 
and getting people access 
to the help that they need.”

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration has worked 

with a wide range of part-
ners including treatment 
and recovery providers, 
advocacy organizations, 
individuals, families, 
the courts, law enforce-
ment, educational insti-
tutions and many others 
to confront the opioid 
epidemic. After peaking 
in 2016, opioid-related 
overdose deaths fell for 
the next several years, 
with the November 2019 
report showing 99 fewer 
deaths than the same pe-
riod from a year earlier. 
The COVID-19 pandemic 
contributed to a nation-
wide increase in overdose 
deaths, but Massachusetts’ 
numbers have continued 
to trend lower than nation-
wide figures, and the most 
recent report from the De-
partment of Public Health 
(DPH) indicated that ini-
tial 2022 data showed 
overdose deaths decreas-
ing again.

“Over the past eight 
years, we have made enor-
mous strides in raising 
awareness and improving 
access to quality, equitable 
substance use disorder and 
behavioral health treat-
ment across the Common-
wealth,” said Health and 
Human Services Secretary 
Marylou Sudders. “We 
have invested strategically 
in evidence-based resourc-
es and promising practices 
including peer recovery, 
clinical treatment, harm 
reduction, outreach pro-
grams and low-threshold 
housing, recognizing that 
every individual’s path to 
recovery is unique.”

“Combating the opioid 
crisis has been and will re-
main a top priority in Mas-
sachusetts,” said Attorney 
General Maura Healey. 
“Together, with the Bak-
er-Polito Administration, 
we have made meaning-
ful progress in the fight 
against this epidemic and 
will continue to work to-
ward justice, accountabili-
ty, and improved access to 
treatment and recovery for 
our communities.”

“A New Way Peer Re-
covery Support Center, 
hosted by Bay State Com-
munity Services, wel-
comes everyone impacted 
by substance use disor-
ders,” said Daurice Cox, 
Executive Director, Bay 
State Community Ser-
vices. “We are a safe place 
that offers all pathways 
for recovery. Our staff use 
their lived experience, as 
people in recovery or as 
an ally in recovery, to pro-
vide support, compassion, 
understanding, and con-
nection.”

Baker-Polito Admin-
istration’s Collaborative 
Record to Confront the 
Opioid Epidemic:

5X Increase in Sub-
stance Misuse Funding: 
Since taking office in 2015, 
the Baker-Polito Adminis-
tration has worked with 
the Legislature to support 
a fivefold increase to state 
spending to address sub-
stance misuse. The FY23 
budget signed by Gover-
nor Baker invests $597 
million in funding for sub-
stance misuse prevention, 
treatment and recovery 
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Senator Sal DiDomen-
ico joined his legislative 
colleagues to pass legis-
lation to prevent individ-
uals who default on their 
student loans from having 
their license or profession-
al certification revoked as 
a result. As of Fall 2022, 
approximately one million 
Massachusetts residents 
hold a combined total of 

nearly $31 billion dollars 
in federal student loan 
debt, with an average debt 
of $34,146 per borrower.

“There are countless 
Massachusetts residents 
who worked hard for a pro-
fessional license so they 
could find a steady career, 
and I am extremely proud 
to pass this bill protect-
ing their livelihood,” said 

Senator DiDomenico, As-
sistant Majority Leader of 
the Massachusetts Senate. 
“Student loan debt burdens 
around one million Bay 
Staters, and with payments 
set to resume next June, 
there is no better time to 
take this decisive action 
which will help people in 
debt to keep their jobs and 
will actually enable them to 

continue paying back what 
they owe. I want to thank 
Senate President Spilka, 
Senator Eldridge, and Rep-
resentative Higgins for all 
their efforts to protect bor-
rowers in Massachusetts.”

Under current Massa-
chusetts law, residents can 
have their licenses or pro-
fessional certification re-
voked, denied, or refused 

for renewal as a result of 
defaulting on their student 
loan debt. Massachusetts is 
one of only 14 states with 
such a law. The bill does 
away with the law and 
blocks any state agency or 
board of registration from 
denying or revoking any 
license or professional or 
occupational certificate or 
registration based on an 

individual’s default on an 
educational loan.

The bill does not change 
the state’s ability to use 
traditional loan collection 
tools.

Having previously 
passed both the Senate and 
the House of Representa-
tives, the bill goes to the 
Governor for his consider-
ation.

DiDomenico, colleagues pass bill to prevent student loan-related license revocation

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
484 BROADWAY
EVERETT, MASSACHUSETTS 02149
PHONE 617-394-2498 FAX 617-394-2433

To Whom It May Concern:
This notice is to inform you that a public hearing will be held on 
Monday December 19, 2022 at 6:00 PM, Everett City Hall, 3rd 
Floor George Keverian Hearing Room. All interested parties may 
attend and opinions will be heard regarding the following petition.
Whereas a petition has been presented by:
Property Address:       394 Second Street
Map/Parcel:    K0-06-000011
Permit Number:    B-22-995
Property Owner:    AZA Properties LLC
\ 394 Second Street
Everett, MA 02149
Person Requesting:   Lauren Delarda / Viewpoint Sign
35 Lyman Street
Northborough, MA 01532
PROPOSAL:
Applicant seeks a permit for the installation of an “Electric Mes-
sage Center” with dimensions 
6’-0” x 4’-0” in a 16’ free standing sign at the front of the property.
Reason for Denial:
Permit was denied in accordance to the City of Everett Signs and 
Billboard Ordinance Section 12A:
Section 12A-64 “Prohibited Signs” which specifically prohibits 
“Signs which have blinking, flashing or fluttering lights or other 
illuminated devices which have changing light intensity, bright-
ness, or color”.

MARY GERACE – Chairman
Board of Appeals

Roberta Suppa - Clerk
November 30, 2022

December 7, 2022

- LEGAL NOTICE -
CITY OF EVERETT

Baker, Polito join roundtable discussion on opioid epidemic over the past eight years

Shown at the roundtable discussion are (left to right) Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito, 
Governor Charlie Baker and Secretary of Health and Human Services Marylou Sudders.

thing about other players’ 
responsibilities in their 
positions.”

Brian Green and 
Chance Barreto have 
been major contributors 
in all phases of the game. 
Middle linebacker Kayo 
Coelho is a leader of the 
Crimson Tide’s defense. 
Defensive end Ilbrahim 
Kaba was a late addition 
to the team and became 
one of the MVP candi-
dates. “No matter what 
position you put Ilbrahim 
at, he excels,” said Forte. 
“He just takes the game 
over at defensive end. 
He’s like [former NFL 
Hall of Famer] Lawrence 
Taylor on defense, he’s 
unblockable.” 

Two Everett Crimson 
Tide Pop Warner cheer-
leading teams will be 
competing in the National 
Cheer Championships in 
Florida.

A return trip for three 
of Everett’s coaches
Three of the Crimson 

Tide Pop Warner assistant 
coaches – Dylan Ciprien, 
Leo Paul, and Joseph La-
Monica – were members 
of the 2012 Everett team 
that won the national 
championship in Florida.

Other coaches on Peter 
Forte’s staff are his son, 
J.W. Forte, Ryan Silm-
on, Hector Huertas, Clark 
Bova, and Irv Ciprien. 

Tide / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

recalled his strong friend-
ship with Richard Sasso.

“Richie and I were great 
friends – the last couple of 
years we got even closer 
when he had some issues 
with his health,” said Lat-
tanzi. “I used to call him 
all the time and check on 
him. My wife told me on 
Saturday morning that he 
had passed. I was in shock. 
Tears came to my eyes. He 
was such a nice guy. I’m 
going to miss him a lot. 

His dad and his mother are 
great people. I’ve been to 
their house.

“Richie had that won-
derful restaurant on Nor-
wood Street,” continued 
Lattanzi. “It was a gath-
ering place for most of 
the Council. His dad was 
a councilor in 1963-1964. 
Richie will be sorely 
missed. He was a great 
friend and I’m just broken 
hearted.”

programs across multiple 
state agencies, compared 
to $119 million in FY15.

2016 Opioid Law: 
Shortly after taking of-
fice, the Administration 
worked with the Legis-
lature to pass landmark 
legislation to tackle the 
opioid crisis. Key compo-
nents include:

 • A first-in-the-nation 
7-day limit on first time 
adult opioid prescriptions 
and a 7-day limit on all 
opioid prescriptions for 
minors

• New requirements 
for clinicians to check the 
Prescription Monitoring 
Program database before 
prescribing

• New requirements for 
schools to conduct sub-
stance misuse screenings 
and strengthen addiction 
education

2018 Opioid Law: In 
2018, the Administration 
worked with the Legisla-
ture to pass a second ma-
jor law that strengthened 
the state’s education and 
prevention efforts, ex-
panded the role of recov-
ery coaches, and improved 
access to treatment. Key 
components included:

• Additional require-
ments for prescribers 
around data reporting and 
the institution of a new, 
statewide standing order 
for naloxone from phar-
macies

• Created additional 
pathways to treatment 
from the emergency de-
partment, including more 
timely SUD evaluations 
and requirements to admit 
patients more quickly to 
treatment services

• Expanded the use 

of medication-assisted 
treatment in emergency 
departments, section 35 
inpatient facilities and 
correctional facilities

Medical Education: 
The Baker-Polito Admin-
istration partnered with 
the Commonwealth’s 
medical,  dental and social 
work schools to develop 
core competencies and re-
quire increased education 
on opioids for students.

Expanding Access to 
Life-Saving Naloxone: 
The Administration has 
expanded access to Nal-
oxone including through 
a standing statewide order 
at pharmacies. The Com-
monwealth has distrib-
uted over 663,900 doses 
of naloxone and received 
over 34,800 reports of 
successful overdose re-
versals. In May 2022, the 
Administration launched 
a Community Nalox-
one Purchasing Program, 
which has already shipped 
1,132 doses to community 
organizations.

Housing-Focused Harm 
Reduction: In the last two 
years, the Administration 
has provided $22 mil-
lion in funding to date for 
housing-focused harm re-
duction and recovery sup-
port initiatives. This in-
cludes initiatives designed 
to help people transition 
from street and shelter set-
tings to housing opportu-
nities that provide stability 
supports, helping individ-
uals maintain their recov-
ery and housing stability. 
The state maintains an 
open procurement to add 
additional low threshold 
housing capacity across 
the Commonwealth.

Sasso / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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News iN Brief

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

CI GS Elan Everett Phase Napolitano FT          97 Boston St                  $2,040,000  

Cobaria, Luis F        Lebarge, Ariel S    182 Bradford St #182      $485,000

Jc Botolph LLC Seawind Reatly LLC 220 Broadway               $3,635,000

    ERA MILLENNIUM
617-389-1101    •    617-784-7500 • ERAMILLENNIUM@AOL.COM

www.ERAmillennium.com Pat Roberto,
REALTOR Broker/President

BioMap, a newly-up-
dated online tool that 
identifies critical land and 
waterways throughout the 
Commonwealth in need of 
conservation, was released 
today by the Massachu-
setts Department of Fish 
and Game’s (DFG) Divi-
sion of Fisheries and Wild-
life (MassWildlife) and 
The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC) in Massachusetts. 
The web portal delivers the 
latest scientific data and re-
sources to help state and 
local governments, land 
trusts, non-government 
organizations, and other 
conservation partners stra-
tegically plan projects to 
conserve wildlife and their 
habitats. The latest version 
of BioMap combines more 
than 40 years of rigorously 
documented rare species 
and natural community 
records from MassWild-
life with cutting-edge cli-
mate resilience data from 
The Nature Conservancy 
and spatial data identify-
ing intact fish and wildlife 
communities, habitats, and 
ecosystems that are the fo-
cus of the Massachusetts 
State Wildlife Action Plan.

“BioMap is a robust 
online resource that helps 
people better understand 
and appreciate the natural 
resources in their commu-
nities and provides infor-
mation on where to stra-
tegically deploy limited 
resources to make real and 
lasting conservation im-
pacts in Massachusetts,” 
said Department of Fish 
and Game Commissioner 
Ron Amidon. “By making 
an investment in the strate-
gic protection and steward-
ship of lands, we will bet-
ter conserve natural areas 

throughout the state that 
provide all people with ac-
cess to nature and outdoor 
recreation.”

Through BioMap, us-
ers can gain a detailed 
understanding of habitats, 
species, and resilient land-
scapes, both locally and 
across the state. BioMap 
users can customize data 
and use the site’s new on-
line Habitat Restoration 
Resource Center to plan 
habitat management and 
land stewardship projects. 
Additionally, BioMap 
provides strategies to help 
communities prepare for, 
recover from, and adapt to 
climate change, while bol-
stering habitat resilience. 
Taken together, these ef-
forts help to protect the 
state’s extraordinary bio-
diversity now and into the 
future.

“BioMap is more than a 
map, it is a critical tool that 
offers a vision for the peo-
ple of the Commonwealth 
to come together to stra-
tegically protect, manage, 
and restore lands and wa-
ters that are most important 
for conserving biological 
diversity in Massachusetts 
now and well into the fu-
ture,” said MassWildlife 
Director Mark Tisa.

The newest BioMap 
incorporates enhanced 
knowledge of biodiversi-
ty and habitats and new 
understandings of how to 
ensure that natural sys-
tems are more resilient in 
the face of climate change. 
A major innovation is the 
addition of local data to 
BioMap, which comple-
ments statewide habitat 
information. Habitats as-
sessed from the perspec-
tive of each city and town 

in the Commonwealth 
will inform local decision 
making. Furthermore, 
it includes the latest in-
formation on land use in 
Massachusetts, including a 
new focus on aquatic envi-
ronments and habitat resto-
ration tools.

“Massachusetts is home 
to a wide variety of plants 
and animals,” said Deb 
Markowitz, TNC in Mas-
sachusetts State Director. 
“Our rich biodiversity is 
increasingly threatened by 
habitat loss and fragmen-
tation, climate change, and 
invasive species. Since its 
inception, BioMap has be-
come a trusted source of 
information to guide con-
servation that is used by a 
wide spectrum of conser-
vation practitioners. The 
addition of local data will 
make BioMap applicable 
and relevant to many more 
people and communities, 
providing opportunities for 
equitable conservation.”

BioMap is the result of 
an ongoing collaboration 
between MassWildlife and 
TNC in Massachusetts. 
With similar missions, 
goals, and science-based 
approaches to conserva-
tion, MassWildlife and 
TNC are natural partners 
to produce and maintain 
BioMap. BioMap received 
support from the Massa-
chusetts Executive Office 
of Energy and Environ-
mental Affairs (EEA), 
DFG, and numerous gen-
erous donors. For more 
information on how to use 
BioMap or to sign up for 
technical assistance train-
ings, please contact natu-
ral.heritage@mass.gov.

MassWildlife and the Nature Conservancy 
announce launch of BioMap online tool

EVERETT HOSTS 
ANNUAL TREE 
LIGHTING TO 
CELEBRATE THE 
HOLIDAY SEASON

Mayor DeMaria is 
pleased to announce the 
City of Everett will be 
hosting the annual Tree 
Lighting. The event will 
take place on Friday, 
December 2 at Everett 
Square at 5pm.

Mayor DeMaria and 
family will throw the 
switch and light up the 
beautiful Christmas tree to 
kick off the holiday sea-
son with the most wonder-
ful celebration of the year.

Santa and Mrs. Claus 
will be escorted by the 
Everett Fire and Police 
Departments and the 
award-winning Everett 
High School Band as they 
parade down Broadway to 
Everett Square to perform 
Christmas songs and kick-
off the evening festivities. 

Attendees will enjoy 
live musical performances 
from Angelena Hightow-
er and the Unity, Everett 
Girl Scouts and more. 
There will also be horse 
drawn wagon rides, train 
rides, holiday characters, 
face painting, balloon cre-
ations, photos with San-
ta, food, giveaways and 
much more.

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS AT THE 
EVERETT PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
is pleased to announce the 
Everett Public Libraries 
upcoming events. All res-
idents are encouraged to 
attend the wide variety of 
programming that is suit-
able for adults, teens and 
children.

Parlin Adults and Teens
Meditation, Parlin 

Tower Room. Thursday, 
December 1 at 12:15 and 
1:15 pm. Take a quick 
lunch break; reduce your 
stress from inflation, your 
job and providing for 
your family, with Nurse 
Joanne. Please call 617-
394-2300 if you have any 
questions. No registration 
required.

Author Event with 
William Martin, Parlin 
Meeting Room. Thurs-
day, December 1 at 7:00 
pm. The New York Times 
bestselling author takes us 
on the ultimate manhunt, a 
desperate chase from Los 
Angeles to Washington, 
D.C. in the first weeks of 
the Second World War.

Parlin Children
Gayle’s Crafts, Parlin 

Children’s Craft Room. 
Thursday, December 1 at 
3PM. Christmas Dog Or-
nament Craft Kit.

Friday Family Mov-
ie Night! Parlin Meet-
ing Room. December 
2nd from 3-5 we will be 
watching Nightmare Be-
fore Christmas. Break out 
the popcorn! Come and 
watch movies with your 
friends and family.

Santa is Coming to 
the Parlin Library! Parlin 
Fireplace Room, Friday, 
December 2nd from 5:00 
to 8:00 pm. Make sure 
your Christmas wish list is 
ready. Santa will be here 
to listen and we will have 
crafts of all kinds while 
you wait. Visit cityofever-
ett.com/events/treelight-
ing for more information.

Shute Adults and Teens
Marketing Basics, 

Shute Meeting Room. 
Come join us at the Shute 
Memorial Library on Fri-
day, December 2 at 12:30 
PM for a presentation on 
the basics of marketing! 
The program will intro-
duce the various layers 
of marketing that include 

branding, advertisement, 
and copywriting. Attend-
ees will learn about the 
history of marketing, tips 
and tricks they can use 
today and how technolo-
gy is allowing creatives 
in the industry to uncover 
new ways of reaching new 
audiences. Recommended 
for ages 14 and up! 

Shute Children
Story Time with Vera, 

Shute Children’s Room. 
Thursday, December 1 at 
12pm. In English or Por-
tuguese by request. Sug-
gested ages 2-6.

DEMARIA 
ANNOUNCES 
SUSPENSION OF 
PARKING METERS 
UNTIL 2023

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
and the Office of the Park-
ing Clerk are pleased to 
announce the suspension 
of parking meter fees for a 
period during the holiday 
season. From Thursday, 
December 1st to Tuesday, 
January 3rd, all parking 
meters in the City will be 
free of charge. The May-
or encourages everyone 
to consider Everett’s busi-
nesses and restaurants first 
when choosing holiday 
destinations.

“Small businesses help 
to drive our economy, and 
I hope that providing free 
parking in our community, 
people will shop local,” 
said Mayor DeMaria. “We 
all know that each dollar 
you spend at a small inde-
pendent business returns 
three times more money 
to a local economy than 
one spent at a chain or 50 
times more than buying 
online. That generates a 
lasting impact in our local 
economy. I wish you all 
a Happy Holiday season 
and don’t forget to shop 
local!”

Celebrating Native American History Month with a selection of titles for attendees to 
choose from.

Professor Margaret Newell teaches attendees about our state’s history.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
484 BROADWAY
EVERETT, MASSACHUSETTS 02149
PHONE 617-394-2498 FAX 617-394-2433

RECONSIDERATION VOTE

To Whom It May Concern:
This notice is to inform you that a public hearing 
will be held on Monday December 19, 2022 at 
6:00 PM, Everett City Hall, 3rd Floor George 
Keverian Hearing Room. All interested parties 
may attend and opinions will be heard regarding 
the following petition.
Whereas a petition has been presented by:
Property Address:      27 Auburn Street                               
Map/Lot: L0-03-000234
Person Requesting:    Mr. Josias DeVargas
Ms. Luiza Bruna Vargas
27 Auburn Street
Everett, MA 02149
PROPOSAL:
The applicant seeks to convert the existing 
one-story pool house at the rear of the property 
into a single (1) family dwelling
Reason for Denial:
• There will two (2) residential buildings on the 
same lot
• The current building is an existing non-con-
forming structure for a residential building, in 
that the rear yard is only 4’-0” in depth and the 
left side yard is only 2.8 feet.
Zoning:
 Section 3 General Requirements paragraph C 
which states the following:

 Existing non-conforming structure or uses may 
be extended or altered, provided that such    
extension, alteration or change of use shall be 
permitted only upon the grant of a Special Per-
mit by the zoning board of appeals after a public 
hearing and a finding by the board that such 
extension, alteration or change of use shall 
not be substantially more detrimental to the 
neighborhood than the existing non-conforming 
use or structure. (Ord. of 4-29-91)
Section 3 General requirements paragraph 13 
which states the following:
Any lot, which is to be occupied for residential 
purpose shall have a frontage of at least twenty 
(20) feet wide on one or more streets and there 
shall be not more than one (1) structure of the 
type permitted for each such lot. (Ord. of 4-11-
88; Ord. of 4-29-91)
Section 4 Dwelling Districts b) Dimensional 
requirements line (6) Side Yard which states the 
following: 
a. Four (4) feet minimum with a total of sixteen 
(16) feet
Section 4 Dwelling Districts b) Dimensional 
requirements Line (7) Rear Yard which states 
the following:
a. Twenty-five (25) feet minimum, except for 
open decks and porches which may encroach 
into the required rear yard providing that in no 
case shall the rear yard be less than fifteen (15) 
feet measured to any part of the porch or deck.
 MARY GERACE – Chairman

Board of Appeals
Roberta Suppa - Clerk

November 30, 2022
December 7, 2022

- LEGAL NOTICE -
CITY OF EVERETT

The Everett Public Li-
braries recently hosted 
Professor Margaret New-
ell of Ohio State Univer-
sity. Professor Newell 
discussed the history of 
slavery in New England, 
explaining the relation-
ship between the Native 
Americans and the colo-
nists and how over time 
war resulted in the capture 
and enslavement of Na-
tive peoples. 

She also addressed the 
ways in which their slav-
ery compared to and dif-
fered from that of African 
Americans. Native Amer-
ican slaves had value be-
cause they created prod-
ucts and taught colonists 
how to survive and thrive 
in New England–one has 
only to think that we still 
use syrup, snack on pop-
corn, and eat corn on the 
cob. Due to this history, 

Native Americans were 
more likely to receive 
their freedom in court. 

The presentation was 
well-attended, with many 
questions asked and an-
swered. The Friends of the 
Everett Public Libraries 
provided coffee and re-
freshments, and a record-
ing of the event will be 
available for viewing on 
ECTV. 

The Everett Public Libraries honor 
Native American History Month
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Mass Humanities, the 
statewide council that 
champions opportunities 
for communities in Mas-
sachusetts to share their 
stories through grants, 
launched its annual End of 
Year Giving appeal. 

Since 1974, the council 
has believed that the hu-
manities needs to include 
diverse authors, stories, 
and ideas. With a proven 
track record of champion-
ing the humanities, Mass 
Humanities amplifies the 
diverse ideas and stories 
that its grantees gener-
ate, through public events 
and media partnerships. 
Through these grants 
Mass Humanities aims to 
reinvigorate our democra-
cy by telling, sharing, and 
reimagining the diverse 
stories and ideas of our 
citizens across the state. 

“At Mass Humanities, 
we support the people and 
places committed to a bet-
ter future. Our grantees 
and partners are the archi-
tects who can rebuild our 
democracy,” said Brian 
Boyles, Executive Direc-
tor of Mass Humanities. 
“Your contribution to our 
fundraising campaign di-
rectly supports this resil-
ient, vibrant network.”

The past two years 
have been trying times 
for nonprofits across Mas-
sachusetts. Many small 
organizations have been 
doing more with less, are 
understaffed and are in 
need of financial support 
to continue their work of 
providing meaningful ac-
cess to the humanities. 

In every region of 
Massachusetts, there are 
organizations and peo-
ple who count on Mass 
Humanities to continue 
to tell their stories. A con-
tribution to Mass Human-
ities--no matter how big 
or small--is an investment 

in our people, our mission 
to reshape our democracy 
and our ability to uplift 
vulnerable nonprofits this 
holiday season and be-
yond. 

“The future of our na-
tion depends on people 
like you, who understand 
that change begins at the 
local level when we come 
together to learn, share, 
and imagine a better way,” 
continued Boyles. “This 
has been a time of separa-
tion and anger, but it has 
also been a time of renew-
al, of personal strength, 
and of earthshaking calls 
for a better way. In the 
face of rising intolerance, 
the humanities connect us 
to our place and to each 
other.”

Donations can be made 
at www.masshumanities.
org/support/

“I hope you can make 
a contribution and I hope 
you can visit a local hu-
manities organization to 
be a part of this rebuild-
ing,” added Boyles. “To-
gether, we can reimagine 
the stories of Massachu-
setts and fulfill the prom-
ise of a democracy led by 
and for the people.”

Why your support mat-
ters

This year, Mass Hu-
manities committed to 
bringing more organiza-
tions and people into this 
statewide network. 

In 2022, the council 
saw significant results of 
this commitment by: 

• Supporting more or-
ganizations: Mass Hu-
manities delivered $1 mil-
lion in direct funding to 
Massachusetts non-profits 
in 2022, part of $5 million 
in grants awarded since 
2019.

• Reaching new com-
munities: 42% of Mass 
Humanities 100 grantees 
were first-time grantees in 

2022.
• Going to bat for grass-

roots organizations: 68% 
of Mass Humanities major 
grants went to organiza-
tions with annual budgets 
of less than $500,000; 
69% had five or fewer em-
ployees.

• Creating opportuni-
ties for diverse audiences: 
73% of Mass Humanities 
2022 Clemente Course in 
the Humanities students 
self-identified as people of 
color. 

“Your contribution this 
month to our fundraising 
campaign directly sup-
ports this resilient, vibrant 
network,” said Boyles. 

What your donation 
supports

From the local muse-
um director who rallies 
a small town to read the 
words of Frederick Dou-
glass on Juneteenth to the 
human services center 

that welcomes new immi-
grants to record and share 
their stories. From the 
documentary filmmaker 
chronicling the lives and 
heroic persistence of her 
neighbors to the librarian 
willing to host a difficult 
conversation in the face 
of hostile threats. From 
the single mother jug-
gling two jobs to study 
history and improve her 
writing skills through the 
Clemente Course in the 
Humanities to the faculty 
members tutoring, men-
toring, and encouraging 
Clemente students in six 
cities.

The future of the Com-
monwealth depends on 
these people, these voices 
and these stories. 

Your support can help 
ensure important Mass 
Humanities’ programs and 

See GIVING Page 9

Your opinions, please

The Everett Independent welcomes letters to the 
editor.  Our mailing address is 385 Broadway, 

Revere, MA 02151. 
Letters may be e-mailed to

editor@everettindependent.com. 
Letters must be signed.  We reserve the right to 

edit for length  and content.
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LETTER to the Editor

Mass Humanities launches End of Year Giving Appeal

REMEMBER THOSE WHO 
ARE LESS FORTUNATE THIS 

HOLIDAY SEASON
 
“It was the best of times; it was the worst of times.” 

-- Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities.

With Christmas fast approaching, most of us will be 
rushing about -- either to the stores and malls or on-line 
--- to do our holiday shopping in hopes of finding that 
“perfect” gift for our family members and loved ones.

Although economic uncertainty, spurred by re-
cord-high inflation, affects almost every American, 
most of us are doing okay, if not extremely well, thanks 
to record-low unemployment rates.

However, the good economy (from an employment 
standpoint) being enjoyed by the majority of Americans 
has not been shared by all. For a sizable number of our 
fellow citizens, the lingering effects of the pandemic, 
as well as the fraying of the fabric of our social safety 
net in recent years, have come together to represent an 
existential disaster.

Millions of Americans of all ages, in a percentage 
greater than at any time since the Great Depression, are 
struggling financially, even if they have a job. 

To put it in stark terms, more Americans, including 
families in our own communities, are going hungry than 
at any time in our history.

According to the US Dept. of Agriculture, more than 
34 million Americans, including nine million children, 
are food insecure. We should recall that during the height 
of the pandemic when schools and senior citizen centers 
were closed, the biggest effect was upon our children 
and seniors, who relied on programs administered by 
the schools, government agencies, and non-profits for 
their only meal of the day.

Far too many of our fellow citizens, including chil-
dren, live either in shelters or in similar temporary 
housing arrangements -- or on the streets -- because the 
reality of our economy has left them out in the cold -- 
literally.

Statistics tell us that millions of Americans of all ages, 
including those in our own communities, are struggling 
financially, often through no fault of their own, thanks to 
a combination of low-wage jobs and a strong real estate 
market that ironically has made apartments (let alone 
buying a home) unaffordable. This dichotomy is most 
evident and acute in cities such as Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, New York, and right here in Boston at Mass. 
and Cass. Despite the vast wealth in those metropolitan 
areas, thousands of homeless persons, including many 
who have full-time jobs, are living in tent and cardboard 
“neighborhoods” on city sidewalks.

The homeless always have been among us, but the 
scope and depth of the problem is far beyond anything 
that has been experienced in our lifetime. The vast dis-
crepancy between the enormous wealth enjoyed by 
some Americans and the abject poverty being endured 
by others is similar to what exists in major urban centers 
in South America and India -- but it now is happening 
right here in the U.S.A.

For these millions of Americans, the holiday season 
brings no joy.

Psychologists tell us that the Biblical directive, that 
we should give to those who are less fortunate, is the 
best gift that we can give to ourselves. Helping oth-
ers activates regions of the brain associated with plea-
sure, social connection, and trust, creating the so-called 
“warm glow” effect. 

Never in the lifetime of anybody reading this editorial 
has the need for contributions to local food banks been 
more urgent. There will be ample opportunity to do so 
in the coming days to make the holidays brighter for 
those who are less fortunate. Whether it be donations to 
local food banks and toy programs, or even as simple as 
dropping a few dollars in the buckets of the Salvation 
Army Santas, there will be  multiple opportunities in the 
next four weeks for each and every one of us to make 
the holidays brighter for those who are less fortunate.

There is no excuse for failing to do so.

Guest Op-ed

Christmas is in your heart
By Dr. Glenn Mollette

Christmas once start-
ed for me when the JC 
Penny and Sears catalogs 
came in the mail. They 
came early in the Fall and 
I wore them out looking 
at the toy section. By De-
cember the catalogs where 
in shambles. 

My mother used to or-
der clothes and other stuff 
from those catalogs. I 
don’t remember her ever 
ordering toys. They usual-
ly came from the five and 
dime store in our town of 
Inez, KY or G.C. Mur-
phy’s store in Paintsville. 
Yet, the catalogs were fun 
and gave me ideas of the 
latest items for which to 
wish and hope. 

I think my mother 
would enjoy the Internet 
today. She could order 
online like many of us are 
doing. Having Internet in 
the country is like have an 
updated Christmas catalog 
every day. There is always 
a means to shop and order. 

Back in that day ordering 
was tedious and arriv-
al took weeks. Shipping 
back a dress that didn’t fit 
was a long ordeal. 

As a child there was 
always much more that 
I saw, dreamed of and 
wished for than I ever re-
ceived. Some Christmases 
were lean and others were 
more abundant. Life is 
like that most of the time. 
We have hopes and wish-
es that never come true 
and some that do. It’s nice 
when one or two come 
true. 

We hope for good 
health and enough money 
to pay the bills. We hope 
for our children to have 
meaningful lives and to be 
independent. We hope for 
peace and to see positive 
results from our efforts 
in life. We would all like 
to be compensated well 
for the jobs we do. Being 
stuck in a job that is re-
straining with little hope 
of better wages is discour-
aging. Everyone deserves 

a life where internal inspi-
ration can lead to reward 
and a better life. 

The hardest part of life 
is when we feel hopeless. 
A terminal illness. Hard 
work with little to no re-
ward. An empty house 
that isn’t changing be-
cause you just buried a 
spouse. Failing when you 
may have tried hard or 
just decisions that didn’t 
work out too well. All of 
these and more can be 
heartbreaking. Heartbreak 
doesn’t do much for the 
Christmas spirit. 

Those of us who have 
lived a few years know that 
Christmas doesn’t come 
in a catalog, nor never did. 
It doesn’t come on Black 
Fridays or cyber-Mon-
days. The multitude of 
Christmas programs don’t 
bring Christmas. Deco-
rated houses and trees are 
delightful but they don’t 
create Christmas. 

Christmas is an inside 
job. Christmas is in your 
heart and mind. The first 

Christmas was a peasant 
couple giving birth to a 
baby in a barn with a cow’s 
trough for a crib. They 
were poor and just paying 
their taxes was about all 
they could afford. Yet, the 
child brought a joy they 
had never experienced. 

In Luke chapter 2:19 we 
read “but Mary treasured 
up all these things and 
pondered in her heart...” 
Consider what and main-
ly who brings you joy 
and what really matters in 
your life and let there be 
Christmas in your heart 
during this season.

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

BANS ANIMAL 
LABS IN EVERETT

To the Editor,
PETA congratulates 

Stephanie Martins, the 
other members of the city 
council, and the residents 
of Everett for banning all 
experiments on animals 

in their community. No 
doubt, many localities 
will follow the city’s pro-
gressive lead by voting to 
keep the oppression and 
cruelty of animal labo-
ratories out of their ar-
eas. As PETA scientists’ 
Research Modernization 

Deal shows, experiments 
on animals are failing to 
help humans and can be 
replaced right now with 
human-relevant methods. 
Modern, animal-free sci-
ence is kinder, safer, and 
far more effective.

For more information 

on PETA’s investigative 
newsgathering and report-
ing, please visit PETA.
org or follow the group on 
Twitter, Facebook, or Ins-
tagram.

Dr. Emily Trunnell
PETA Neuroscientist
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The North Shore Phil-
harmonic Orchestra 
(NSPO) will once again 
assemble around the altar 
at St. Anthony’s Church 
for the Robert A. Mar-
ra Memorial “Sounds of 
Christmas” Concert Sun-
day, December 4, con-
tinuing a tradition that be-
gan in 1976.  Admission 
to the concert is free in 
exchange for a generous 
donation of non-perish-
able food to benefit the 
Revere Food Pantry.  Pa-
trons are asked to bring 
their food in a sturdy box 
or bag.  The concert be-
gins at 4 p.m.  The concert 
is principally sponsored 
by Bocchino Insurance 
Agency, Massport, East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center, Xfinity, 
Astound Broadband, and 
Action Emergency Ser-
vices.

The program includes 
a holiday essay written by 
Revere High School Se-
nior Madison Lucchesi.  
A talented writer and 
poet, her poem “Salutary 
Neglect” was featured 
last year in Emerson-
WRITES, a creative writ-
ing program by the Office 
of Enrollment and Stu-
dent Success and the First 
Year Writing program at 
Emerson College.

The concert is named 
in memory of Robert A. 
Marra Sr., a violinist who 
was one of the original 
members of the North 
Shore Philharmonic Or-
chestra in 1948.  A life-
long resident of Revere, 
he was instrumental in 
beginning the Christmas 
concert tradition, and the 
concert was named in his 
honor after his death in 
2002.

The North Shore Phil-
harmonic Orchestra plays 
three classical music con-
certs each year at Swamp-
scott High School.   For 
more information and 
concert schedules visit 
www.nspo.org. 

The program is as fol-
lows:

The North Shore 
Philharmonic Orchestra

Robert Lehmann, 
Music Director
Malinda Haslett, 

soprano
Overture to The Gypsy 

Baron — JohannStrauss 
Jr., Gesu Bambino, Pietro 
Yon, arr. William Ryden, 
Malinda Haslett, soprano

Selections from “The 
Nutcracker” — Pyotr 
Tchaikovsky, March and  
Waltz of the Flowers

Alleluja from Exsul-
tate  Jubilate — Wolfgang 
Mozart, Ms. Haslett, so-
prano

An Original Christmas 

Essay — Madison Luc-
chesi, RHS Class of 2023

Polar Express Suite 6 
— Alan Silvestri

Hanukkah Medley 
—  Lucas Richman, Ms. 
Haslett, soprano

Carol of the Bells — 

Mykola Leontovich, 
White Christmas —  

Irving Berlin, arr. Rob-
ert Russell Bennett, Ms. 
Haslett, soprano

Christmas Singalong 
—  arr. John Finnegan, 
Ms. Haslett, soprano and 
the entire audience

DiGregorio Family owned + operated
tom digregorio • john digregorio

head mechanic paul florio
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Last week, Senator Di-
Domenico delivered the 
keynote speech for the 
Massachusetts Biotech-
nology Education Foun-
dation (MassBioEd)’s 
Life Sciences Apprentice-
ship Program graduation. 
MassBioEd, a nonprof-
it focused on education, 
training, and workforce 
development within the 
burgeoning Life Sciences 
sector, honored the inau-
gural graduating class of 
its Life Sciences Appren-
ticeship program at a cer-
emony held at the Mass-
BioHub. State Senator Sal 
DiDomenico joined with 
Massachusetts employers 
participating in the pro-
gram to recognize the 21 
graduates, who hail from 
14 different Massachu-
setts cities and towns and 
worked for 11 different 

life science companies 
around Massachusetts.

The Life Sciences Ap-
prenticeship Program sup-
ports the growing demand 
for talent in the life sci-

ences sector by providing 
a unique opportunity for 
accelerated education and 
training to Massachusetts 
residents who are new to 
the workforce or inter-
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DiDomenico delivers keynote speech at Life Sciences apprenticeship graduation

Senator Sal DiDomenico delivering the keynote speech 
for the MassBioEd’s Life Sciences Apprenticeship Program 
graduation.

Sounds of Christmas Concert program listed

Members of the NSPO performing in a previous Sounds of 
Christmas concert.

The NSPO plays from the altar at St. Anthony’s Church.

ested in transitioning into 
the life sciences field. The 
graduation event coincid-
ed with the start of Nation-
al Apprenticeship Week, a 
federal observance cel-
ebrating apprenticeship 
programs that support ra-
cial and gender equity and 
help advance critical talent 
pipelines to address larger 
workforce challenges.

“I was honored to be 
invited as the keynote 
speaker at this inspiring 
graduation ceremony,” 
said Senator DiDomenico, 
Assistant Majority Lead-
er of the Massachusetts 
Senate. “This program 
provides individuals from 
underrepresented back-
grounds with skills to at-
tain a high-paying career 
where they can work on 
cutting-edge medicine and 
research that will help im-
prove the lives of patients 
all over the world. This 
is an incredible program 
that has and will contin-
ue to help countless peo-
ple in our communities 
and close the skills gap in 
Massachusetts.”

Launched in 2021, 
MassBioEd’s Life Sci-

ences Apprenticeship 
program aims to create a 
diverse pipeline of trained 
individuals for diffi-
cult-to-fill positions at lo-
cal companies and provide 
a pathway to a career in 
life sciences and improved 
future career prospects for 
individuals in the program. 
The program includes 
tracks in biomanufactur-
ing and clinical opera-
tions, with a third career 
pathway to be introduced 
in 2023. Apprentices com-
plete three to five months 
of classroom education 
followed by one year of 
paid on-the-job training 
at a partnering life sci-
ences company. To date, 
20 employers have par-
ticipated in the program, 
and at least 17 apprentices 
already have been offered 
full-time positions. In 
2022 MassBioEd enrolled 
66 apprentices in the pro-
gram, 65 percent of whom 
are people of color. These 
individuals were also rec-
ognized at the event for 
completing the education-
al portion of the program.

“Biotech has always 
interested me, and I was 

adamant about finding a 
career that I enjoy – this 
apprenticeship turned out 
to be a golden opportunity 
when I needed it the most. 
I will always look back 
on this experience with 
appreciation,” said David 
Gazelian, a member of 
the graduating class and 
current Biomanufacturing 
Technician at Alnylam 
Pharmaceuticals. “One of 
the most valuable aspects 
of the apprenticeship was 
the people I met. They 
inspired me to take every 
day and learn something 
new. This apprenticeship 
has opened the door to a 
new career path for me, 
and words can’t describe 
how thankful I am to be 
part of this.”

Partnering employers 
include major life sciences 
companies such as Bris-
tol Myers Squibb, Pfizer, 
Thermo Fisher Scientific, 
AbbVie, and Takeda.

To learn more about the 
Apprenticeship Program, 
please visit https://www.
massbioed.org/apprentice-
ship-program or contact 
Apprenticeship@mass-
bioed.org.
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Fight the Flu!
Get your flu shot and 
help stop the spread.

East Boston Neighborhood Health Center is offering 
the flu vaccine to everyone six months and older. 
Call 617-568-4500 to schedule an appointment or 
scan the QR code for more information. Patients and 
non-patients are welcome. You can also receive the 
latest COVID-19 booster during your appointment. 

www.ebnhc.org

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416

MEET ME 
IN THE CITY

Make merry with your city's 
vibrant and diverse restaurants, 

shops, and events. Explore at 
allinclusivebos.com.

Story & photos by Marianne Salza

Nathan Sawaya shapes 
rigid, plastic LEGO blocks 
into intricate and dynamic 
figures in his exhibition, 
The Art of the Brick, on 
display in the Back Bay 
through Sunday, April 23. 
The contemporary art-
ist is returning to Boston 
following sold-out shows 
in Faneuil Hall in 2014. 
Twice as large, this instal-
lation features over 90 of 
his newest sculptures as-
sembled from nearly one 
million LEGOs that are in-
dividually glued together. 

“I think the role of an 
artist is to inspire. I hope 
that by sharing this work 
with the community, they 
are inspired. I have found 
over time that art is not op-
tional,” a message Sawaya 
emphasizes throughout 
the exhibition. “If you 
have a little art in your life, 
you’re going to be smart-
er.” 

Visitors can explore 
three floors of original 
artwork and re-imagined 

masterpieces. The collec-
tion includes a description 
and the number of LEGOs 
used in each design.  

On the first floor, one 
can view a version of Van 
Gogh’s “Starry Night” 
(3,493 pieces), and a 
three-dimensional, full-
scale, mosaic-like replica 
of Gustav Klimt’s oil and 
gold leaf painting, “The 
Kiss” (18,893 pieces), of a 
couple embracing on a bed 
of grass and flowers. 

Stand beside “Dinosaur 
Skeleton,” (80,020 piec-
es), a 20-foot-long Tyran-
nosaurus rex, which took 
Sawaya an entire summer 
to construct; or peer into 
“Pop-Up Book” (19,822 
pieces), in which a castle 
appears from the middle 
of an open story book. 

The third floor is an 
interactive area. In “Pink 
Dreams” (102,938 pieces), 
sit on a pastel, wingback 
armchair that is surround-
ed by whimsical accoutre-
ments like a heart-shaped 
pillow and giant soft serve 
ice cream cone. Families 

can design cars to race 
on a track in the creative 
LEGO brick play stations. 

Sawaya grew up in a 
small, Oregon town. He 
has loved playing with 
LEGOs since he was 
5-years-old; even bringing 
the nostalgic toys to col-
lege and storing them be-
neath his bed as a source 
of comfort. 

Later in life, Sawaya 
discovered LEGOs as 
an art medium. He still 
enjoys receiving sets as 
gifts, as he finds building 
according to instructions 
to be relaxing. The 1x2 
jumper -- with one stud in 
the middle of a plate -- is 
Sawaya’s favorite LEGO 
brick to use because it 
provides him options for 
details.

“I don’t feel the passage 
of time when I’m build-
ing. I go into a trance; and 
I am building away. I’ll do 
10-12 hours with no prob-
lem. Office work for 10 

The Art of the Brick

The first floor of The Art of the Brick exhibition features art replicas such as, “The Kiss” 
(18,893 pieces), and full body statues like, “Venus de Milo” (18,483 pieces), “Augustus of 
Prima Porta” (22,300 pieces), and “David” (16,349 pieces).

“Little Dancer of Fourteen” (7,100 pieces), “The Scream” (3,991 pieces), and “The Thinker” 
(4,332 pieces).

Sawaya’s original designs on the first floor: “Pop-Up Book,” “Baseball Player,” Ball and 
Jacks,” “Pointing,” and “Crayons.”

Contemporary artist, Nathan Sawaya, standing beside his 20-foot-long “Dinosaur Skele-
ton,” made of 80,020 bricks.

Nathan Sawaya sitting in his interactive sculpture, “Pink Dreams” (102,938 pieces).

“Red Dress,” 62,750 pieces, part of Sawaya’s collaboration with photographer, Dean West.

See BRICK Page 7

CChhrriissttmmaass  VViillllaaggee  OOppeenn  HHoouussee
  oonn  MMoonnddaayyss  ffrroomm  66  pp..mm..  ttoo  88  pp..mm..

Stop by and view our Christmas Village 
with hundreds of pieces on display

Sunday, Dec. 18th 6:00 PM
701 Broadway, Everett, MA 02149  

(617) 387-7458

Christmas Musical Selections
Refreshments

Raffles 
(all proceeds going to the Church)

Glendale Christian 
Lighthouse Church &

Children’s Music Academy
invite you to their

2022 Christmas Recital
 Admission is Free — Free Will offering taken

Please Recycle
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ALL your money is safe & fully insured 
at TCB, not just the first $250,000. 
Depositors automatically receive this 
added insurance benefit at no cost 
whenever they make a deposit to 
a new or existing account at TCB.

B O S T O N ’ S  N E I G H B O R H O O D  B A N K ™

Does your bank insure 
more than $250,000? 
TCB does.

7 MONTH
CD SPECIAL** 2.00

2.50

3.25

21 MONTH
CD SPECIAL**

24 MONTH
CD SPECIAL**

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 11/28/2022 and are subject to change at any time without notice. APY is based on monthly compounding of interest. Disclosed APY assumes principal and interest remain on deposit. Any withdrawal of funds will reduce earnings. Fees may reduce earnings. Penalties 
may be imposed for early withdrawals. This account will automatically renew at maturity. Maximum online account opening $50,000. Accounts with higher balances will need to be opened at a branch office.

**Your interest rate and APY will remain in effect until the first maturity date. Each renewal term will be 12-months. The interest rate and APY will be the same as we offer on a new 12-month time deposit on the maturity date, minimum balance (if any) and other features of the 12 month time deposit. Maximum 
opening balance $1,000,000. Valid for personal accounts only. Limited time offer and may be withdrawn without notice.

SEE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF YOUR ACCOUNT DISCLOSURE FOR ADDITIONAL ACCOUNT INFORMATION

hours was mind-numbing 
and draining,” groaned the 
former New York City cor-
porate lawyer. “This is a 
different type of work that 
I really enjoy. I found my 
passion.”

Sawaya’s skills in con-
tract negotiations have 
helped him as a business-
man. His LEGO sculptures 
have been on display in 
over 100 cities in 24 coun-
tries.  

“The role depression 
played resulted in certain 
works,” revealed Sawaya, 
whose sculptures reflect 
the construction of iden-
tity. “There are themes of 
emerging, transition, and 
metamorphosis that come 
out of the time I was a law-
yer.” 

When Sawaya initially 
began approaching galler-

ies to feature his LEGO 
creations, he received op-
position; once he began 
using movement in hu-
man form, the art world 
began to open. He was 
approached by Warner 
Brothers Pictures to create 
a 1:1 scale replica of the 
Central Perk coffee shop 
in celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of the Friends 
sitcom. 

“I was trying to show-
case how you could put 
emotion into the art,” ex-
plained Sawaya. “It had to 
be life-size for it to work.”

In The Art of the Brick, 
Sawaya collaborated with 
photographer, Dean West, 
to produce brick-infused 
images. He imitated the 
flow of fabric in “Red 
Dress” (62,750 pieces), 
an asymmetrical cocktail 

dress with a sweetheart 
neckline that is worn by 
a model in one of West’s 
photographs.  

“In this gallery, called 
‘In Pieces,’ we see the in-
tegration of the work into 
photography. That was 
pure joy because I got to 
take LEGO in a new di-
rection. It wasn’t just put-
ting art on a pedestal,” 
said Sawaya. “That was an 
amazing time for me.”

View the Art of the 
Brick in the newly-reno-
vated museum space locat-
ed at 343 Newbury Street 
(previously Forever 21) 
Sunday-Thursday 10am-
6pm, and Friday-Saturday 
10am-8pm. Tickets cost 
$24 for children and $28 
for adults. Visit www.Ar-
tOfTheBrickExhibit.com 
for more information. 

The Massachusetts State 
Lottery commemorated its 
50th Anniversary with a 
celebration of its custom-
ers, retailers, employees, 
and the communities that 
the Lottery supports, all of 
whom have played an im-
portant role in the Lottery’s 
success over the past five 
decades.

The celebration, which 
took place at the Massachu-
setts State House, included 
a live drawing of the Mid-
day Numbers Game at the 
Grand Staircase hosted by 
State Treasurer and Chair 
of the Massachusetts State 
Lottery Commission Deb-
orah B. Goldberg.

“When Prop 2 ½ was ad-
opted in the early 1970’s, 
Treasurer Bob Crane un-
derstood the negative im-
pacts it would have on 
local communities,” said 
Treasurer Goldberg. “It 

was his vision that creat-
ed a lottery whose profits 
became the one reliable 
source of unrestricted local 
aid that people throughout 
the state have come to rely 
on. We have built upon that 
legacy and hope through 
collaboration, innovation, 
and good business practic-

es to continue for another 
50 years.”

Prior to the drawing, 
Governor Charlie Baker 
presented Treasurer Gold-
berg with a Citation com-
memorating the Lottery’s 
milestone achievement.

“The Lottery has been 
all that anybody back in 

Mass Lottery celebrates 50th anniversary at State House event
the beginning could have 
hoped for and then some, 
and I’m thrilled to be here 
to be a part of this celebra-
tion today,” said Governor 
Baker. “Thank you for ev-
erything you’ve done.”

Since selling its first 
ticket on March 22, 1972, 
the Mass Lottery has gen-
erated over $143 billion 
in revenues, awarded over 
$100 billion in prizes, re-
turned over $31 billion in 
net profit to the Common-
wealth for unrestricted lo-
cal aid provided to cities 
and towns, and paid over 
$8 billion in commissions 
and bonuses to its state-
wide network of retailers.

“As we look towards 
our next 50 years, we 
make this commitment 
today to continue to inno-
vate, to continue to come 
out with new and exciting 
lottery products, and to 
continue on with the State 
of Winning, which since 
1972 has generated over 
$100 billion in prizes paid 
to our players,” said Mark 
William Bracken, Interim 
Executive Director of the 
Mass Lottery and host of 
the event.

Additional speakers in-
cluded Senate President 
Karen Spilka, Representa-
tive Ann-Margaret Ferran-
te of Gloucester, Mayor of 
Newton and President of 
the Massachusetts Munic-
ipal Association Ruthanne 
Fuller, and Gary Park, 
owner of Gary’s Liquors in 
Chestnut Hill, a Lottery re-
tail partner since 1972.

“The Lottery is so im-
portant to the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts in 
so many ways,” said Sen-
ate President Spilka. “As a 
former chair of Ways and 
Means, especially when 
financial times were not 

so rosy, I have to tell you 
how valued and how criti-
cal the partnership with the 
Lottery was then and con-
tinues to be now to ensure 
that we continue to give 
the resources to our cit-
ies and towns that they all 
need so dearly.”

“We can fully appreci-
ate and comprehend what 
it means to have a bil-
lion dollars to put into the 
budget to help cities and 
towns with the things that 
matter,” said Representa-
tive Ferrante. “Sometimes, 
it’s not the big things, it’s 
the smaller things, like 
the ability to improve a 
school playground, to do 
the things that matter to the 
people that have been so 
supportive of the Lottery 
over time.”

“Last year, it was $1.1 
billion that was distributed 
to the 351 cities and towns 
here in the Common-
wealth, and they allowed 
us, with that unrestricted 
aid, to help our residents 
and our businesses at a re-
ally difficult period,” said 
Mayor Fuller. “For us, it 
translated into teachers 
in schools, police on the 
streets, and firefighters 
available during emergen-
cies. DPW workers paving 
our streets and clearing the 
snow. Social workers and 
counselors meeting the 
mental health needs of our 
residents and our children, 
and so much more.”

“The Lottery has been 
fantastic for us and fan-
tastic for a lot of Lot-
tery agents throughout 
the state,” said Park, a 
third-generation store 
owner who was joined 
at the event by his father 
Barry. “The commissions 
have helped us improve 
our business, the claims 

bonuses over the years I 
know went towards my 
and my brother’s and my 
sister’s college educations. 
The amazing thing about 
the Lottery is the amount 
of people that it brings into 
a lot of small family-run 
local businesses.”

The event featured a live 
performance by local mu-
sician Andy Brink, winner 
of the Lottery’s “Sound of 
Winning” jingle contest. 
Brink’s jingle, “Everyone’s 
a Winner in the Common-
wealth,” was incorporated 
into the Lottery’s 50th An-
niversary advertising cam-
paign earlier this year.

At the conclusion of the 
speaking program, a video 
featuring historical foot-
age and testimonials from 
municipal leaders, Lottery 
employees, retail partners 
and prize winners was 
shown. The video was nar-
rated by national television 
personality Tom Bergeron, 
a native of Haverhill, who 
hosted Lottery Live and 
Megabucks drawings in 
the 1980s while working 
in the Boston television 
market.

On display at the event 
were jerseys from local 
professional and college 
sports teams with “Mass 
Lottery” on the name plate 
above the number 50. 
Mascots Blades (Bruins), 
Lucky (Celtics) and Wally 
(Red Sox) all participated 
in the afternoon’s festivi-
ties.

A red carpet was set up 
near a display of movie and 
television posters in which 
Lottery branded equipment 
had appeared. Additional 
displays featured historical 
items, including vintage 
lottery terminals, advertis-
ing posters and oversized 
instant tickets.

State Treasurer and Chair of the Massachusetts State Lot-
tery Commission Deborah B. Goldberg stand with mascots 
Blades (Bruins), Lucky (Celtics) and Wally (Red Sox) all par-
ticipated in the festivities.

Brick / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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Anyone who loves a furry 
family member will under-
stand the relief a person 
must have felt knowing 
that their beloved animal 
was cared for and was in a 
safe place if they were very 
ill or feared they might die. 

Animal Professionals
The VIPs in your ani-

mals’ lives worked long 
hours under stressful cir-
cumstances. Veterinary 
teams had to adapt to car-
ing for their patients with-
out the presence of the peo-
ple who usually speak for 
them. They had to deliver 
medical, and follow-up 
care reports to people wait-
ing outside in cars. Worst 
of all, they had to turn 
away some animals who 
needed care.

Dog walkers had to fig-
ure out safe ways to pick up 
and deliver their charges. 
In some cases, they lost 
income because families 
were home and walked the 
dog themselves.  

Some pet supply and 
grooming shops closed, 
while others, like ours, took 

orders for food and other 
essentials for local delivery 
or street-side pick-up. Our 
carefully masked groom-
er  met us on the sidewalk 
for the drop-off and return 
of Poppy for grooming ap-
pointments. Later the shop 
arranged for a comfortably 
safe space inside the build-
ing where the exchange 
could occur.

Express Your Thanks

We’re sure anyone who 
was helped has verbal-
ly thanked their helpers. 
These folks sacrificed time 
and, in many cases, mon-
ey to take on the respon-
sibility of another animal. 
Consider a small gift with 
a year-end thanks. In the 
case of a rescue group or 
non-profit veterinary hos-
pital, make a donation. You 
could even make a contri-
bution in honor of a helper.

Groomers, dog walk-
ers, and pet sitters need 
to make up the income 
they lost over the past two 
years. Adding a bit of extra 
to your tips or a holiday 
card with a year-end bonus 
would be most welcome.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

To place a 

memoriam in 

the 

Everett 

Independent,  

please call 

617-387-9600 

VISIT EVERETTINDEPENDENT.COM

J.F. Ward
Funeral Home

Independent & Locally
Owned

Est. 1929
Kevin S. Creel, Director

772 Broadway, Everett
(Glendale Sq. Area)

387-3367

Compassionate, Professional
Service Offering Pre-Need

Planning

LEGAL NOTICE

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

The Boston Harbor 
Hotel is continuing its 
celebrated tradition of 
presenting exceptional 
wine events and dinners 
with the return of its an-
nual Boston Wine and 
Food Festival this Jan-
uary 2023. The nation’s 
longest-running wine and 
food festival will be di-
rected by Boston Harbor 
Hotel Executive Chef Da-
vid Daniels and longtime 
food and wine festival ex-
pert, Nancy Bean, along 
with Boston Harbor Ho-
tel Wine Sommelier Nick 
Daddona.

Kicking off on Janu-

ary 12, this year’s Boston 
Wine and Food Festival 
will feature an all-star 
lineup of intimate wine-
maker-hosted dinners, 

seminars, thematic re-
ceptions, and celebratory 
brunches at the iconic 
Boston Harbor Hotel. A 
portion of the proceeds 

from this year’s festival 
will benefit the Greater 
Boston Food Bank and the 
James Beard Foundation.

“This year we will bring 
some new and exciting 
events and programming 
to the three-month long 
Boston Wine and Food 
Festival, courtesy of the 
hotel’s Executive Chef, 
David Daniels, the hotel’s 
advanced sommelier Nick 
Daddona, and respect-
ed wine festival veteran, 
Nancy Bean.” 

Tickets are available 
online now for purchase 
and will make a perfect 
holiday gift for the oeno-

phile in your life. The up-
coming Boston Wine and 
Food Festival features an 
array of events that will 
ignite the senses to lure 
both novice and expert 
wine aficionados out of 
the house this winter.  The 
five-star Boston Harbor 
Hotel’s 34th annual cele-
bration will continue the 
tradition of welcoming top 
vintners and personalities 
from the world of wine 
and food. Events will run 
on the waterfront destina-
tion from January through 
March, kicking off with 
the opening weekend on 
January 12, 2023.

The exciting lineup of 
wine dinners for 2023 will 
include Opus One (Napa), 
Staglin Family Vineyard, 
Far Niente (Napa Val-
ley), Battle of the Cabs, 
Hitchhiking through Napa 
with Kevin Zraly, a Wine, 
Dine, Divine Women’s 
Leadership Dinner, and 
many more.

Tickets to this year’s 
events are available on the 
website for pre-purchase. 
There is a special Boston 
Wine & Food Festival 
package for guests that 
will make a perfect holi-
day gift.

Boston Harbor Hotel announces lineup for 2023 Boston Wine and Food Festival

Shown is a couple enjoying last years event.

LEGAL NOTICE
THE COMMONWEALTH OF

 MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION – HIGH-

WAY DIVISION
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
Project File No. 611982
A Live Virtual Design Public 
Hearing will be hosted on 
the MassDOT website below 
to present the design for the 
proposed Shared Use Path 
Connection at the Route 28/
Wellington Underpass in Med-
ford, MA.
WHEN:  7:00-8:00 PM, 
Thursday, December 8, 2022 
PURPOSE:  The purpose of 
this hearing is to provide the 
public with the opportunity 
to become fully acquainted 
with the proposed Shared 
Use Path Connection and Wel-
lington Underpass.  All views 

and comments submitted in 
response to the hearing will be 
reviewed and considered to the 
maximum extent possible.
PROPOSAL:  The project 
proposes to construct a shared 
use path connection and new 
pedestrian and bicycle under-
pass to connect the northbound 
and southbound sides of the 
Fells Parkway along the Mystic 
River in the City of Medford, 
Massachusetts. The purpose 
of this project is to improve 
multi-modal accommodations 
and pedestrian safety by 
connecting a transportation 
network gap between MacDon-
ald Park and Station Landing. 
Proposed improvements in-
clude the construction of a hot 
mix asphalt shared use path, 
cement concrete sidewalks, a 
timber boardwalk structure 
with overlooks, pathway light-
ing, signs, pavement markings, 

landscaping, and amenities.  
A secure right-of-way is nec-
essary for this project. Acqui-
sitions in fee and permanent 
or temporary easements may 
be required. The City and the 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR) are 
responsible for acquiring all 
needed rights in private or 
public lands (depending on 
parcel). MassDOT’s and the 
City’s policies concerning land 
acquisitions will be presented 
in the hearing.
Project inquiries, written 
statements and other exhibits 
regarding the proposed un-
dertaking may be submitted 
to Carrie E. Lavallee, P.E., 
Chief Engineer, via e-mail to 
MassDOTProjectManagement@
dot.state.ma.us or via US Mail 
to Suite 6340, 10 Park Plaza, 
Boston, MA 02116, Attention: 
Project Management, Project 

File No. 611982. Statements 
and exhibits intended for 
inclusion in the public hearing 
transcript must be emailed or 
postmarked no later than ten 
(10) business days (14 calen-
dar days) after the hearing is 
hosted on the MassDOT website 
listed below.  
This hearing is accessible 
to people with disabilities. 
MassDOT provides reasonable 
accommodations and/or 
language assistance free of 
charge upon request (e.g. 
interpreters in American Sign 
Language and languages other 
than English, live captioning, 
videos, assistive listening 
devices and alternate material 
formats), as available.  For 
accommodation or language 
assistance, please contact Mass-
DOT’s Chief Diversity and Civil 
Rights Officer by phone (857-
368-8580),  TTD/TTY at (857) 

266-0603, fax (857) 368-
0602 or by email (MassDOT.
CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us).  
Requests should be made as 
soon as possible and prior 
to the hearing, and for more 
difficult to arrange services 
including sign-language, CART 
or language translation or 
interpretation, requests should 
be made at least ten business 
days before the hearing.  
This Live Virtual Design Public 
Hearing or a cancellation an-
nouncement will be hosted on 
the internet at www.mass.gov/
massdot-highway-design-pub-
lic-hearings.
JONATHAN GULLIVER                                                                                       
CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, P.E.
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR                                                               
          CHIEF ENGINEER

11/22/22, 11/30/22
EV

FRESH AND LOCAL

We are thankful
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

It’s the time of year to be 
thankful and to recognize 
all the wonderful compan-
ion animals, responsible 
guardians, rescue volun-
teers, and animal profes-
sionals around us. For 
many of us, our animals 
have been essential for 
coping with the changes 
in our lives since January 
2020. 

More Companion 
Animals 

The American Society 
for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals (ASPCA) 
reported, “Since the be-
ginning of the COVID-19 
crisis, nearly 1 in 5 house-
holds acquired a cat or 
dog.” A survey they con-
ducted had more good 
news, “... the vast majority 
of these households still 
have that pet in their home 
and that animals who were 
rehomed were placed with 
friends, family members, 
and neighbors more fre-
quently than relinquished 
to shelters and rescues.”

These animals provided 
companionship, stress re-

lief, silly moments, a daily 
routine, and in the case of 
dogs, a reason to get out 
of the house. Walking the 
dog was an opportunity to 
socialize with friends and 
neighbors at a safe dis-
tance. 

Rescue Volunteers
With everyone seeking 

animals to adopt, volun-
teers in rescue groups con-
tinued to process applica-
tions, match people and 
animals, and drive long 
distances to meet adoptive 
families.

These dedicated peo-
ple also fostered dogs and 
cats for people who had 
COVID and rehomed ones 
who lost their caregivers. 

While some of these 
volunteers worked with 
organized rescue groups, 
others were simply friends, 
family, or neighbors who 
offered to walk a dog when 
someone was sick or to as-
sist someone who worked 
long hours in an essential 
job. 

As the ASPCA noted, 
people like these ensured 
that animals in need found 
foster spots or new homes. 

In 2021, walking the dog was an opportunity to socialize with friends and neighbors at a 
safe distance.

The state’s October total 
unemployment rate was 3.5 
percent, up one-tenth of a 
percentage point over-the-
month, the Executive Office 
of Labor and Workforce 
Development announced 
Friday. 

The Bureau of Labor 
Statistics’ preliminary job 
estimates indicate Massa-
chusetts gained 9,800 jobs 
in October. This follows 
last month’s revised gain 
of 22,900 jobs. The larg-
est over the month private 
sector job gains were in 
Financial Activities, Pro-
fessional and Business 
Services, and Government. 
Employment now stands at 
3,710,600.  Since the em-
ployment trough in April 
2020, Massachusetts gained 
659,600 jobs. 

From October 2021 to 
October 2022, BLS es-
timates Massachusetts 
gained 141,300 jobs. The 

largest over the year gains 
occurred in Professional 
and Business Services, Lei-
sure and Hospitality, and 
Education and Health Ser-
vices.  

The October unemploy-
ment rate of 3.5 percent was 
two-tenths of a percentage 
point below the national 
rate of 3.7 percent reported 
by the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics.  

The labor force decreased 
by an estimated 3,800 from 
3,749,600 in September, as 
6,200 fewer residents were 
employed, and 2,300 more 
residents were unemployed 
over-the-month. 

Over-the-year, the state’s 
seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate was down by 
1.5 percentage points.  

The state’s labor force 
participation rate – the total 
number of residents 16 or 
older who worked or were 
unemployed and active-

ly sought work in the last 
four weeks – dropped by 
0.1 percentage point at 65.5 
percent over-the-month. 
Compared to October 2021, 
the labor force participation 
rate was down two-tenths 
of a percentage point. 

October 2022 Employ-
ment Overview 

Financial Activi-
ties gained 4,500 jobs over 
the month. Over the year, 
5,200 were added. 

Professional, Scien-
tific, and Business Ser-
vices gained 4,100 jobs 
over the month. Over the 
year, 31,300 were added. 

Government gained 
2,300 jobs over the month. 
Over the year, 10,600 were 
added. 

Information gained 300 
jobs over the month. Over 
the year, 5,700 were added. 

Other Services gained 
100 jobs over the month. 
Over the year, 600 were 

added. 
Trade, Transportation, 

and Utilities had no job 
change over the month. 
Over the year, 17,000 jobs 
were added. 

Construction lost 200 
jobs over the month. Over 
the year, 11,400 were add-
ed. 

Education and Health 
Services lost 300 jobs over 
the month. Over the year, 
25,300 were added. 

Leisure and Hospital-
ity lost 400 jobs over the 
month. Over the year, 
25,300 were added. 

Manufacturing lost 600 
jobs over the month. Over 
the year, 8,900 were added. 

The unemployment rate 
is based on a monthly sam-
ple of households. The job 
estimates are derived from 
a monthly sample survey of 
employers. As a result, the 
two statistics may exhibit 
different monthly trends. 

Unemployment and job estimates for October
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Immaculate Conception Parish
News and Notes

Bishop Robert G. 
Brown and Zion Church 
Ministries invites you to 
join us every Sunday at 
our 10:00 a.m. Worship 
Service for a time of wor-
ship, praise and preaching, 
at 757 Broadway, Everett, 
MA.  You can also join 

Zion Church Ministries 
via livestream on Face-
book and You Tube.

For more information, 
they can be reached on-
line at zionchurchminis-
tries.com or via email at 
office@zionchurchminis-
tries.com.

Zion Church - Everett
News and Notes

Glendale United Methodist Church
News and Notes

Glendale United Meth-
odist Church is open to all 
and we welcome people of 
all faiths, race, nationalities 
and sexual preference. No 
one is ever turned away. If 
you are looking for a new 
home church, we would 
like you to check us out and 
let us know what we can do 
to make church a better fit 
in your life.

Bible Study: Consider 
joining us for Bible study 
on Sunday. We meet in 
the Church Parlor off the 
Chapel from 9:30 to 10:00 
a.m.

Sponsor the bulletin! For 
a $5 donation, you can ded-
icate the Sunday bulletin to 
recognize family, friends, 
or special occasions. There 
is a sign-up sheet in the 
Pastor’s study. Feel free 
to choose your particu-
lar week and leave a copy 
of your dedication in the 
mail in that is on the Pas-
tor’s door. Please contact 
the Pastor if you have any 
questions.

Boy Scout Troop 814: 
Meet in Cooper Hall on 
Tues. evenings from 6-9 
p.m. Cub Pack 11 meets on 
Saturday mornings.

NA Meetings – Mon. 

Bring Your Own Book 7:30 
– 9:30 p.m.; Thurs. I Can’t 
But We Can, 8:00 7:30 – 
9:30 p.m.

AA Meeting – Saturday 
evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Other times by appoint-
ment.

Bread of Life Donations 
– This outreach is being 
done to honor the Unit-
ed Methodist Women’s 
Group, who for so many 
years were our outreach 
source. Please bring any 
food item(s) to church and 
place in the box located on 
the altar.

We are on the Internet 
http://www.glen-

daleumc-everett.org 
Glendale United 

Methodist Church
Pastor David Jackson 

392 Ferry Street (across 
from Glendale Towers) 
Please enter the church 
by the driveway on 

Walnut Street
617-387-2916 

PastorDavidJack-
son58@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to          

2 p.m. Other times by 
appointment.

Grace Anglican Episco-
pal Church is open & wel-
coming to all.

There are 2 services on 
Sundays: 10am English, 
1pm South Sudanese Din-
ka

Come all and let us 
walk together in this sea-

son of hope, renewal and 
new beginnings. 

Grace Anglican 
Episcopal Church
67 Norwood Street, 

Everett, MA
Church Phone 

617-387-7526 or 
617-389-5765

Grace Anglican Episcopal Church
News and Notes

Mystic Side Congrega-
tional Church is located 
in Everett, on Malden-Ev-
erett border, at 422 Main 
Street. We offer a warm, 
inviting atmosphere, and 
all are welcome.  Our Sun-
day Church service starts 
at 10:30 a.m. and Commu-
nion is offered on the first 
Sunday of each month.  A 
very pleasant coffee hour 

and socializing follow our 
services.  Parking is avail-
able in our lot next to the 
church on Wyllis Ave. (one 
way off Main Street).  We 
look forward to welcoming 
you this Sunday.

Mystic Side 
Congregational Church

422 Main Street
Everett, MA

Mystic Side Congregational Church
News and Notes

Glendale Christian Lighthouse Church
News and Notes

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Worship service.  

Weds. hour of Power, 
worship, prayer and Bible 
Study, via Zoom. 

“Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human mas-
ters,” Colossians 3:23

“In Pursuit of Spiritual 
Excellence”

Righteousness, Godli-
ness, Faith, Love, Truth

GLENDALE 
CHRISTIAN 

LIGHTHOUSE 
CHURCH 

701 BROADWAY
EVERETT, 

MASSACHUSETTS 
02149

617-387-7458
Rev. Larry Russi, Sr. 

Pastor
pastorlarry@

thelighthousechurch701.net

Church at the Well Ev-
erett is a new church for 
Everett. Check us out on 
Facebook at www.face-
book.com/churchforever-
ett to view weekly devo-
tions and updates, visit us 
at www.foreverett.church 

to sign up for our news-
letter and see how we can 
help you, or connect with 
the Everett Community 
Aid Network at www.ev-
erettcan.com to request 
any additional help.

Church at the Well Everett
News and Notes

Our Parish Staff: Rev. 
Joseph Chacha Marwa, 
S.M.A. Administrator, 
Rev. Gustavo Buccilli 
S.M.A Parochial Vicar, 
Barbara Canon Secretary, 
Parish Secretary. 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
ate the Immaculate Con-
ception Parish is as fol-
lows: 

1: Monday-Saturday at 
7:00Am in the Chapel. 

2: Saturday at 4:00Pm 
(Sunday Vigil) and at 
7:30pm Vietnamese Mass 
Upper Church. 

3: Sunday at 7:00am 
and 10:00am English 
Masses. At 12:00Pm 
Spanish Mass and 4:00Pm 
Haitian Creole Mass. 

4: Confessions are on 
Saturdays from 3:00-
3:45 at the Confession 

Boots in the Chapel, and 
at 11:15Am 12:00Pm in 
Spanish. 

5: Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament at the 
Chapel on Thursday from 
7:30Am-6:00Pm. 

Bring a Book buy a 
Book a new Fundraiser 
Program at the back of 
the Church. All books are 
a dollar. Any money col-
lected goes to our Stain 
Glass Fund. You are most 
invited to make a donation 
for this course. Most wel-
come to worship with us 
on Sunday and weekdays. 
Thank You. 

Immaculate Conception 
Parish 

489, Broadway, 
Everett MA 02149 Phone 

Call 6173895660

CHURCH News

For Advertising Rates, 
Call  617-884-2416

APT FOR RENT

EAST BOSTON - Disabled adult 
needs personal care attendant 
for evenings and weekends. 
Pay is $17.71 hour. Call Tom 
at 617-304-7243 or email at 
tnesbitt@workinc.org. 
11/3

HELP WANTED

For Lease
Excellent Sublease opportunity 
1-4 offices Available Nov 15, 2022  
The Schrafft Center Charlestown, 
MaGreat amenities, cafeteria, gym 
& more. Flexible, Furnished & Ready 
for you. Contact Kelly @617-529-
2644 / email 
robin82ward@gmail.com11/17

SPACE AVAILABLE 

REVERE beach, 2 bedrm, HW/
HT included, 1 parking space, 
available now, first and last 
required,available now, $2600 call 
781-558-8640. 11/30.
-----------------
Fort Heath Apartments, Win-
throp – Ocean ViewOne-bedroom 
apartments. Rent includes heat and 
hot water. HW floors. New kitchen.
Amenities include pool, billiard 
room, exercise facility, and lounge. 
Non-smoking, non-pet bldg., Steps 
to beach, minutes to Boston.CALL 
617-846-7300 to speak to Debra 
12/21

Winthrop, Tewksbury st. Legal Three 
Family with single home in rear on 
same lot. call 617-569-2016. 11/23.
---------------------------------------------
FAN GEAR BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
New Era 59Fifty fitted caps! Huge 
inventory of asst. 
Licensed, authentic apparel MLB, 
NFL, NBA, NHL etc. 
Bulk Buyers Only - email:
testajoseph1@comcast.net
12/8

FOR SALE

Space available 
for Contractor 
Laydown area. 
Ease Access off 
1-95 byLynnfield 
exit 1/4 Acre up to 
5 Acres Available. 
Inquire for Infor-
mation Price 
Negotiable

Kimberley 
508-963-3950

Gianna 
781-484-8846

CONTRACTOR
LAYDOWN AREA 

AVAILABLE

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 

Personal Care Attendant
Everett - Personal Care attendant 
needed. 3-7pm. Shifts available. 
Please call Susan 617-389-6190
12/14

HELP WANTED - 
PCA

initiatives thrive across 
the state such as: 

• Expand Massachu-
setts Stories: Through the 
Expand Massachusetts 
Stories grants program 
Mass Humanities supports 
projects that collect, inter-
pret and/or share narra-
tives about the Common-
wealth, with an emphasis 
on the voices and experi-
ences that have gone un-
recognized, or have been 
excluded from public con-
versation.

• Reading Frederick 
Douglas Together: Each 
year, Mass Humanities or-
ganizes and funds an event 
series where communities 
gather together to read and 
talk about Frederick Dou-
glass’s influential address, 
What to the Slave is the 
Fourth of July?

• Smithsonian Museum 
on Main Streets: Mass 
Humanities partners with 
small towns to bring the 
Smithsonian’s Museum 
on Main Street to Massa-
chusetts, with the goal of 
engaging small town au-
diences and revitalizing 
attention to rural commu-
nities.

• Clemente Course in 
the Humanities: The Cle-
mente Course champions 
opportunities for Massa-
chusetts residents from 
historically and systemi-
cally excluded communi-
ties to engage with, dis-
cuss, and author stories 
and ideas about our de-
mocracy.

Mass Humanities, 
a non-profit based in 
Northampton, conducts 
and supports programs 

that use history, literature, 
philosophy, and the other 
humanities disciplines to 
enhance and improve civic 
life throughout Massachu-
setts. Since its founding 
in 1974, the organization 
has provided millions of 
dollars in support of thou-
sands of humanities proj-
ects across the Common-
wealth. Established as the 
state-based affiliate of the 
National Endowment for 
the Humanities (NEH), 
Mass Humanities is an in-
dependent programming 
and grant-making organi-
zation that receives sup-
port from the NEH and 
the Massachusetts Cul-
tural Council as well as 
private sources. For more 
information, visit www.
masshumanities.org.

Giving / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

For Advertising 
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partment should speak on 
the issue before any vote 
is taken. 

“I just can’t vote for it,” 
said Marchese. “This thing 
should go to the Mayor’s 
office and they should say, 
“it’s not going to hurt the 
deal – and you got me. 
We have a billion dollars 
worth of development that 
we’re just saying no to.”

Counci lor-a t -Large 
Stephanie Smith also sug-
gested that the matter be 
referred to the Mayor’s 
office, but ultimately re-
scinded her motion to do 
that.

Councilors Smith and 
Marchese voted against 
the ordinance. Councilors 
Irene Cardillo, John Han-
lon, and Richard Dell Iso-
la joined the co-sponsors 
of the ordinance in voting 
to ban animal testing in 
the city.

Rogers, PETA praise
City Council for its vote

Everett resident Katy 
Rogers, who was instru-
mental in bringing the an-
imal-testing ban issue into 
the spotlight and spoke at 
Council meetings in favor 
of its passage, praised the 
Council for its vote.

“I am extremely proud 
of the City Council for 
their stance on keeping 
Everett a cruelty-free 
community,” said Rogers. 
“With modern alterna-
tives, Everett has ample 
opportunity to embrace a 
future in sciences that do 
not include animal test-
ing.”

PETA (People for the 
Ethical Treatment of An-
imals) issued a statement 
from its neuroscientist, Dr. 
Emily Trunnell, regarding 
the City Council’s vote to 

ban animal testing labora-
tories in the city. Follow-
ing is that statement:

“PETA congratulates 
Stephanie Martins, the 
other members of the city 
council, and the residents 
of Everett for banning all 
experiments on animals 
in their community. No 
doubt, many localities will 
follow the city’s progres-
sive lead by voting to keep 
the oppression and cruelty 
of animal laboratories out 
of their areas. As PETA 
scientists’ Research Mod-
ernization Deal shows, 
experiments on animals 
are failing to help humans 
and can be replaced right 
now with human-relevant 
methods. Modern, ani-
mal-free science is kinder, 
safer, and far more effec-
tive.”

Testing / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

City officials and several res-

idents have applauded the 

efforts of the Department of 

Public Works and its sub-

contractors for their efforts  

to remove snow during last 

Thursday’s snow storm. The 

Mayor’s Office indicated they 

have received many positive 

comments, and councilors 

such as Michael McLaughlin said he wanted to praise the work of the City crews in the difficult 

storm.
Here, a plow moves through Nichols Street on Thursday, with crews working for hours to keep 

ahead of the storm, which dumped about 13.5 inches on Everett. Meanwhile, residents like 

Jimmy Aversa joined his family in clearing the sidewalks as the storm was in full force.

PHOTO BY KATY ROGERS

School Committee member 

Bernie D'Onofrio (photo right) 

– the newly elected chair of the 

Committee - was announced 

and accompanied by his 

daughter Michela Tejeda at 

the Inaugural Ball last Tuesday 

night, Jan. 2, in honor of the 

City’s 125th anniversary. Short-

ly after, Mayor Carlo DeMaria and his wife, Stacy, were introduced as they entered the Ball. The soiree was held immediately after 

the official Inauguration ceremonies at Everett High School, and the Ball was coordinated by City Clerk Sergio Cornelio’s office.  

See Page 5 for more photos.

By Joseph Domelowicz Jr.

Longtime Everett public 

servant Millie Cardello has 

returned to public service and 

the Everett School Commit-

tee following Monday night’s 

super-intense vote of the 

Joint Convention of the Ev-

erett City Council and Everett 

School Committee.

Cardello won by a vote of 

10-9 of Amanda (Burley) Pat-

terson, with the outcome of 

the vote coming down to the 

wire as candidates and their 

surrogates lobbied hard for 

votes through last weekend.

There were actually two 

School Committee appoint-

ments to be made on Monday, 

with the Cardello/Patterson 

vote being the more contro-

versial of the two.

City Clerk Sergio Corne-

lio began the proceedings for 

Cardello and Patterson by 

opening nominations to fill 

the vacancy created by the 

December death of School 

Committee member Richard 

Baniewicz.
As reported in the Indepen-

dent last week, in the weeks 

since Baniewicz’s death, two 

viable candidates to fill the 

vacancy emerged in former 

School Committee, Common 

Councilor and Alderman Car-

dello and former EHS stu-

dent-athlete Patterson, who 

is also the daughter of City 

Council Clerk John Burley.

Patterson was nominated 

by City Councilor Michael 

McLaughlin, who gradat-

ed EHS with Patterson, and 

Councilor Anthony DiPierro 

seconded the motion.

School Committeeman 

Thomas Abruzzese nominated 

Cardello, with the nomination 

seconded by Councilor Ste-

phen Simonelli.

The roll call vote resulted in 

a 10-9 vote for Cardello, with 

Councilors Richard Dell Iso-

la, Rosa DiFlorio, Leo McK-

innon, and Simonelli voting 

with School Committee mem-

bers Abruzzese, Marcony 

Almeida, Bernardino D’Onof-

rio, Joseph LaMonica, Lester 

MacLaughlin and Frank Park-

er voting for Cardello.

Councilors Fred Capone, 

DiPierro, John Hanlon, Mi-

chael Marchese, Wayne 

Matewsky, McLaughlin and 

Peter Napolitano voted with 
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PHOTO BY JARED CHARNEY

Jason Cardinale of Everett beats a Lynn defender to the puck 

at Connery Skating Rink in Lynn on Saturday, Jan. 6, during 

a league matchup against the combined Lynn Jets team. The 

Crimson Tide, however, lost 10-5 to a tough Lynn team. see Page 

7 for more photos.

By Seth Daniel

Everett Fire Chief Tony 

Carli said two firefighters 

showed great tenacity on 

Monday, Jan. 8, in saving two 

people from an upstairs unit 

at a two-alarm fire on Hillside 

Street.
Lt. Jay Lewis and Firefight-

er Joe DeSisto of the Ladder 

2 company are being giv-

en credit for the saves, one 

of which was on a man who 

was not able to move quick 

enough to escape. However, 

Chief Carli also added that in 

addition to the two firefighters 

singled out, then entire crew 

did a fantastic job of prevent-

ing loss of life.

“Right after we got a report 

of a fire and got on scene, there 

was a report that someone was 

in the second unit who could 

not ambulate on his own for 

medical reasons,” said the 

chief. They went in and made 

the grab. There was another 

Joint Committee elects Cardello 

to fill School Committee vacancy

By Seth Daniel

Whether it was a 25-cent 

sub, an animated conversation 

or the institution of his sub 

shop, long-time Angelina’s 

Sub Shop owner Ali S. Ali 

created a business that made 

him into an Everett legend.

That legend passed away 

peacefully on Friday, Jan. 5, 

surrounded by family in his 

home at the age of 91.

His passing marked yet 

another icon of old Everett 

lost to time, though his shop 

has been out of existence for 

about two years now – and he 

had been retired since 2012.

“He was an icon; he was re-

ally someone special,” said his 

son, Sam Ali, this week. “We 

take it for granted because we 

were around it all the time.”

Said his daughter, Amele 

Ambrosino, “He was just a 

great guy and he loved Everett 

and loved the customers who 

came into his Everett store. 

Often, he would actually sleep 

on the counter of the shop 

because he was so exhausted 

and had to open up early the 

next morning. He was so tired 

because he would never close, 

never wanted to miss some-

one who might come in for 

a sandwich. He instilled that 

work ethic into all six of his 

kids. When he was at Angeli-

na’s, he just loved Everett and 

loved the people in Everett.”

Angelina’s started in Lynn 

in 1954, and soon expanded 

to Broadway Everett. After 

opening in a small store in 

the 600th block of Broadway, 

Ali eventually settled at 696 

Broadway until he retired in 

2012. Family members tried 

to keep it running, but illness-

es prevented it from continu-

ing and they closed for good 

two years ago – though they 

still own the building.

The name Angelina’s, Han-

nan Ali said, came from when 

the business started with 

family member Isa Ali. Not 

wanting to call it Ali’s Subs, 

the two were searching for a 

name while taking deliver-

ies of their first products. As 

it happened, the first product 

they received was ‘Angelina’s 

Pure Italian Olive Oil.’ It hit a 

chord with the two, and that 

became the name that grew to 

legendary status in Everett.

Part of the legend was the 

fact that the sandwiches were 

chock full of ingredients, and 

that they were just 25 cents.

His favorites were the Reg-

ular American (Salami, Amer-

ican Cheese and Bologna), the 

Italian and the Steak Bomb 

with Salami – all of which 

were made with Piantedosi 

breads.
“He just had it; he knew 

what to do,” said Sam Ali. 

“He would pile on everything. 

He said it had to have lots and 

lots of ingredients. The Regu-

lar American was his first big 

one. It was simple, but that 

was the beauty of it – the reg-

ular. Then he expanded to the 

Italian and others. He used to 

EHS HOCKEY

Firefighters 

Lewis, DeSisto 

lauded for 

saving tenants 

on Hillside Street

The Regular American:  Sub shop icon Ali S. Ali passes at 91

INAUGURAL BALL

A picture of Ali S. Ali (in the red apron) in front of Angelina’s Sub 

Shop on Broadway with a group of devoted customers, includ-

ing Tom Rogers, the late Richard Baniewicz and others. The 

photo was taken with Ali around 1990 and hung on the wall of 

his shop for years.

See ALI Page 2

See FIRE Page 2

'BOMB CYCLONE' TESTS EVERETT RESIDENTS

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

OFFICE 

CLOSED
Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day
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  NO MORE WAITING IN LINE  Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment.  F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 492 Broadway Everett, MA 02149  

617-387-9700 
 Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 

 

Check out our NEW website!  www.larovere.com  Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 
everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com 

all types of insurance!

we speak• español• portuguêse• italiano

sabatino insurance agencyRocco Longo Please call us! Please call us! We’re here for You!We’re here for You!
• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial

The third drive-in movie night took place on Friday, Aug. 

16, at the RiverGreen Park in West Everett. The socially-dis-

tanced outing has been popular all summer long for fam-

ilies and friends with and without vehicles. There was free 

popcorn and drinks and the City showed ‘Moana’ on the 

big screen. It was an audience-choice showing, as those in 

attendance picked that movie over several other choices.

By Seth Daniel

Former U.S. Ambassa-dor Walter Carrington of-ten described growing up in Everett during the 1930s and 1940s not as an op-pressive environment for a young black boy like him-self – which would have been the norm in America at the time – but rather a “racial cocoon” where he was welcomed everywhere and felt no hint of racial discrimination or preju-dice from his friends or his teachers.
It was, as he described it in a heartwarming es-say a few years back, “an Atypical Black American Boyhood.” Carrington, 90, grew up in Everett, attend-ed Everett public schools, then went on to Harvard University – preparing him for a distinguished role in the Civil Rights Movement and as ambassador to Sene-gal and Nigeria.Locally, in 2017, he was the Grand Marshal of the 

City of Everett’s colossal 125th anniversary celebra-tion, and last year he was an honored guest in attendance on the opening morning of Encore Boston Harbor.“Everett then was a very unique city,” he said. “We had a population of 50,000 and only about 50 black families and those black families were scat-tered throughout the city,” he told the Independent in 2017. “There was no black area. It was very integrated. Later, I learned the Nation-al Urban League had done a study and found that Ever-ett was the most integrated city of its kind in the coun-try. I grew up in a very in-tegrated community, which was unique for those times.“In fact, I grew up in an area with mostly Irish and Italian kids,” he continued. “I was the only black and I would tell people I could swear in Italian with a Sicil-ian accent before I had ever 

Ambassador Walter Carrington Everett native passes at 90

APPRECIATION

A photo of Ambassador Walter Carrington and his wife, 

Arese, in June 2019 as honored guests on opening day 

of the Encore Boston Harbor resort casino. Carrington, a 

proud Everett native, was an icon in the Civil Rights Move-

ment and stood up for democracy and American values 

during dangerous times as an Ambassador in Nigeria. He 

passed away last weekend at the age of 90.

See AMBASSADOR Page 3

MOVIE NIGHT IN EVERETT

By Seth Daniel

While the race for state representative in Ever-ett this summer has had a good deal of interest and debate – at a social distance of course – it hasn’t gener-ated a lot of fundraising or spending compared to other nearby races for state repre-sentative.

State records from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance (OCPF) have been revamped during this election cycle to re-quire candidates to submit campaign reports every month – giving those on the outside a clearer look at how campaigns are running from month to month.It, of course, has been a 

brave new world trying to campaign and raise mon-ey within the confines of COVID-19 restrictions, which means there are no in-person fundraising events or rallies or numer-ous house parties bent on raising money for cam-paigns. In all, incumbents have led the way due to their network of established 

donors from the past, and that was no exception in Everett where State Rep. Joe McGonagle outpaced his challenger, Councilor Michael McLaughlin in fundraising last month.McGonagle and Mc-Laughlin started June in rel-atively similar spots when 

By Seth Daniel

The Mystic River Report Card was good news for Ev-

erett, being highlighted this year in an online unveiling with the progress made on the Island End River bacte-

ria counts.
For the first time, ever the problem-prone Island End received a ‘B’ grade after having ‘F’s for many years in the past. The an-nual Mystic River Report Card is a partnership be-tween the Mystic River Wa-tershed Council (MyRWC) and the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) New England. It measures bacteria counts through-out the year in the Upper Mystic (freshwater), Lower Mystic (saltwater) and all of the tributaries such as the Malden River and Island End River in Everett.This year’s report was an outstanding success for 

those communities on the Lower end like Everett, Chelsea and Charlestown – who had received failing grades for many years and now host some of the clean-est waterways in regards to bacteria counts in Greater Boston. It is the 13th year that the partnership has an-nounced a ‘Report Card,’ and the grade for each wa-terway is a composite of thousands of samples taken over one year.“I am pleased to an-nounce the Island End River has hit a remarkable mile-stone,” said EPA Region-al Administrator Dennis 

Island End River work by Everett, Chelsea 
gets glowing reviews on Mystic Report Card

Everett state rep. race shows slow fundraising, spending

See RACE Page 3

See MYSTIC Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Estimates show that in Greater Boston, some 40 percent of the food pro-duced is wasted, but not if Vinny Vasallo can help it.Vasallo is the lead trainer and coordinator for the Lo-vin’ Spoonfuls’ newest, and eighth overall, food rescue truck that will be picking up and delivering on a route that includes Everett, Chel-sea, Revere, East Boston and Lynn. 
The model for Lovin’ Spoonfuls is to work with partners like Baldor Spe-cialty Foods (Chelsea), Big Y, Stop & Shop, and Target, to rescue perish-able and nutritious food, from fruits and vegetables to meat and dairy, to then 

distribute, same day, to 18 area nonprofits, including Everett’s Grace Ministries North Shore, Lynn’s My Brother’s Table, and East Boston’s Harborside Com-munity School. Lovin’ Spoonfuls’ same-day mod-el helps to ensure that fresh and healthy perishable food isn’t wasted and, instead, quickly makes its way to people who need it. For Vasallo, who has been with the company since 2016, being able to help the community he grew up in – and lived in until last month – has been heartwarming.“I grew up in Everett, but my family is from East Boston,” said Vasallo, 32. “I’ve spent a lot of time in these cities. To be able to 

help people there is very meaningful…We went to Lynn and Revere before. We were in East Boston and Chelsea and we only went to Everett to pick up food from Costco and Target. 

This new route allows us to now deliver to Grace Food Pantry. It makes me so hap-py to help there too. I’m loving it. My family had enough, and we were a big Italian family so growing up I was probably overfed. Growing up there, though, I noticed it was different for my friends. There was a difference between what I had and what they had. I could see it. Now, I can also see it during this pandemic. These were my neighbors. The need is tremendous ev-erywhere we deliver.”Through a grant from the Department of Pub-lic Health (DPH), Lovin’ Spoonfuls was able to se-cure their eighth truck, 

Everett native trains, drives new route to save good food

Vinny Vasallo, an Everett native who just moved out of the city last month, is the coordinator and lead trainer for Lovin’ Spoonfuls.

See FOOD  Page 2
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COUNCIL SETS  
TAX RATE

CHELSEA - The own-
ers of single-family homes 
will likely see a slight in-
crease in their residen-
tial property tax bills for 
Fiscal Year 2023, while 
owner-occupants of con-
dominiums and owners 
of two- and three-family 
homes should see a slight 
decrease in their tax bills.

The City Council held a 
public hearing last week to 
discuss the proposed 2023 
tax rates, the minimum 
residential factor, and a 35 
percent residential exemp-
tion for homeowners.

Following the short 
public hearing, the City 
Council voted to approve 
the minimum residential 
factor and the residential 
exemption for homeown-
ers.

“I did a pretty detailed 
presentation to the council 
two weeks ago about the 
tax rate and its implica-
tions for the residents of 
Chelsea,” said City Man-
ager Thomas Ambrosino. 
“It’s generally good news 
for residential taxpayers in 
this particular tax year.”

With the council ap-
proval and pending de-
partment of revenue cer-
tification, the residential 
tax rate will be $12.41 per 
$1,000 of valuation and 
the commercial rate will 
be $24.92.

“This will result in a 
reduction of the average 
tax bill for owner-occu-
pants of condominiums, 
two family homes and 
three family homes, and 
a very small increase for 
owner-occupants of single 
family homes,” said Am-
brosino.

The 35 percent exemp-
tion on residential proper-
ty taxes is the maximum 
amount allowed by stat-
ute, and will provide the 
fullest possible tax relief 
to owner-occupants in the 
city, stated Ambrosino. 
The residential exemption 
reduces the tax bill by ex-
cluding a portion of the 
residential property value 
from taxation.

The residential tax shift 
is also the maximum al-

lowed by law, and puts a 
greater burden on com-
mercial and industrial 
properties.

“The city has historical-
ly always voted, by virtue 
of adopting a minimum 
residential factor that re-
sults in a 175 percent shift, 
to transfer to commercial 
and industrial properties 
the maximum amount of 
the tax levy allowed by 
law,” said Ambosino. “I 
recommend the same this 
year.”

In a fairly brisk meet-
ing on a holiday week, the 
only other business before 
the council was two letters 
from Ambrosino requi-
sition residency require-
ment waivers for two new 
senior project manager 
hires in the Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development, Ana Sofia 
Amieva-Wang and Anna 
Bury.

Councilor-At-Large 
Damali Vidot congratu-
lated District 5 Councilor 
for her state representa-
tive victory earlier in the 
month as the first city-
wide state representative 
for Chelsea.

Garcia thanked her sup-
porters and volunteers and 
said she looked forward 
to working hard for the 
residents of Chelsea and 
Everett.

WU OPENS NEW 
SENIOR CENTER

EAST BOSTON - May-
or Michelle Wu, in part-
nership with Massport, 
announced the opening 
of a new city-owned se-
nior center in East Boston, 
located at 7 Bayswater 
Street. Mayor Wu joined 
Massport, elected officials 
and community members 
involved with advocating 
for the new center at a rib-
bon cutting Wednesday, 
on the one year anniver-
sary of her taking office 
as Mayor. The center will 
be operated by the Age 
Strong Commission and 
managed by the Property 
Management Department. 

“This new, accessible 
senior center in East Bos-
ton will expand opportu-

nities for our older adults 
to connect and build 
community,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “I’m grate-
ful to all our City depart-
ments, local partners, and 
community members that 
have advocated for years 
to make today’s opening a 
reality.”

The East Boston Senior 
Center, based on commu-
nity input, will offer pro-
grams and services for old-
er adults (Boston residents 
age 60+) starting Decem-
ber 1. The center will pro-
vide lunch on weekdays, 
as well as classes for well-
ness, entertainment, and 
more. Between now and 
December 1, the center 
will offer tours to interest-
ed community members, 
November 21-23 and 28-
30, during regular hours, 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

“This new senior center 
in East Boston will raise 
the bar for senior pro-
gramming in Boston and 
is a great example of what 
can happen when the City 
partners with residents and 
entities like MassPort to 
serve a critical neighbor-
hood need,” said Chief of 
Human Services, José F. 
Massó. “We’re excited to 
be able to offer program-
ming that will resonate 
with all the diverse groups 
of older adults that make 
up East Boston.”

“Socialization, connec-
tion, and community are 
vital to human wellbeing,” 
said Emily K. Shea, Age 
Strong Commissioner. 
“Research shows that peo-
ple who have friends and 
participate in activities are 
more healthy and live lon-
ger. The new center will 
provide a place for our 
older residents to connect 
with each other and en-
gage in a richer, healthier 
life.”

“This was a great col-
laborative effort between 
PFD, Age Strong, and 
Property Management,” 
said Chief of Operations 
Dion Irish. “The renova-
tion allows for additional 
programming and services 
while the new addition en-
hances accessibility with 
respect to its existing ur-

ban setting.”
Formerly serving as 

the East Boston Barnes 
Branch of the Boston Pub-
lic Library, the construc-
tion of the new center site 
officially started in Sep-
tember 2020 and was led 
by the City’s Public Fa-
cilities Department. New 
additions and renovation 
of the site were initially 
delayed due to COVID-19 
pandemic and supply 
chain issues. This project, 
with a focus on accessibil-
ity for older adults, con-
sisted of over 20 external 
partners, including the ar-
chitect, Fennick McCredie 
Architecture (FMA), and 
general contractor, GVW 
Construction (GVW). 
Additionally, Lifespan 
Design was brought on 
as a consultant for their 
expertise in senior center 
features, which was noted 
in the RFP.

The new center consists 
of two levels, with modern, 
accessibility features for 
older adults including an 
elevator (upgraded from 
a lift), wave/sensor door 
openings instead of push 
buttons, tables that wheel-
chairs can easily roll up 
to, bright lighting, a hear-
ing loop system (hearing 
aids can connect to), and 
stairs with step-grippers. 
The center’s restrooms are 
large enough to include a 
care partner, wheelchair, 
or walker and include dual 
grab bars and toilet seats 
of different heights to ac-
commodate older adults 
of varied heights. Light 
switches are installed at a 
lower height and electrical 
outlets higher to accom-
modate older adults as 
they bend. Outside of the 
center, there is a walking 
path in the backyard to cue 
folks with memory loss as 
well as raised garden beds, 
so older adults can partic-
ipate in gardening either 
from a wheelchair or with-
out steep bending. 

“The opening of this vi-
tal civic space for our se-
niors comes after decades 
of advocacy from many 
individuals,” said City 
Councilor Gabriela Co-
letta. “I am so grateful to 

the community members, 
former and current elect-
ed officials, and Massport 
for making this dream a 
reality. The center will be 
a hub of activity and bring 
people together for years 
to come.”

“Supporting our seniors 
is one of the most import-
ant things we can do as 
a community and a city, 
thank you, Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu, the Age Strong 
Commission, Public Facil-
ities, members of the East 
Boston Community, and 
MassPort for your work 
in bringing a new Senior 
Center to East Boston,” 
said State Senator Lydia 
Edwards.

“I’m excited to see the 
long-awaited dream of the 
East Boston Senior Cen-
ter finally realized,” said 
Representative Adrian 
Madaro. “This is some-
thing that I have advocat-
ed for throughout my time 
in office. Our seniors are 
the bedrock of our com-
munity, and this new state 
of the art center will pro-
vide East Boston’s elders 
with a dedicated space 
to gather, participate in 
enriching activities, and 
access supports and re-
sources. Thank you to the 
city’s Age Strong team 
and Mayor Wu for helping 
us get the Senior Center 
across the finish line!”

The City committed 
$6.5 million in the capital 
budget for the design and 
construction of the new 
center. In partnership with 
the City of Boston to im-
prove the quality of life 
for residents, Massport 
contributed significant 
funding for the creation 
and operation of this cen-
ter.

“Massport is pleased 
to partner with the City 
of Boston and support 
the new East Boston se-
nior center, which will 
deliver important ser-
vices and programming,” 
said Massport CEO Lisa 
Wieland. “We are glad to 
see the community’s hard 
work and dedication over 
the years coming together 
in this terrific new asset 
for East Boston.”

The new center will be 
led by Age Strong’s Lina 
Tramelli and Luz Leal, 
both bilingual in English 
and Spanish, to serve East 
Boston’s diverse commu-
nity of older adults. Vis-
it www.boston.gov/ebsc 
or call 617-461-3131 for 
more information.

HOFFMAN 
HONORED BY 
ECLUB

LYNN - John Hoffman 
can lay claim to being one 
of the most distinguished 
broadcasters in the history 
of Massachusetts inter-
scholastic sports.

The E Club of Everett, 
the Everett High sports 
booster organization, paid 
tribute to Hoffman’s 25 
years of calling Everett 
Crimson Tide football 
with the presentation of its 
Citation of Achievement 
Award.

With his proud grand-
daughter, CBS Sports 
writer Shanna McCarris-
ton, in attendance, Hoff-
man accepted the club’s 
highest award at the E 
Club Dinner Nov. 17 at 
Spinelli’s, Lynnfield.

Hoffman has been the 
Crimson Tide play-by-
play announcer for 25 
years, with Lynn resident 
Paul Halloran serving 
as the duo’s outstanding 
color analyst. The Hoff-
man-Halloran tandem was 
in the broadcast booth for 
Everett’s incredible run of 
state championships un-
der the leadership of head 
coach John DiBiaso.

Hoffman delivered a 
heartwarming acceptance 
speech that was followed 
by enthusiastic applause 
from the dignitaries and 
guests at the awards ban-
quet.

“I have a lot of great 
memories,” said Hoff-
man. “I made a lot of great 
friends with the coaches, 
the players, the fans in the 
stands. I got to watch the 
Crimson Tide band.”

Hoffman recalled that 
“Bippy” Manuel was his 
early broadcast partner 

See REGION Page 11
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FRESH AND LOCAL

The mushroom stretch
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Don’t be surprised to 
see new products in the 
ground meat section of 
supermarkets. With rising 
meat prices and more peo-
ple choosing to consume 
less meat, big producers 
are fabricating blends of 
ground meat with fillers. 

Locally, you may find 
a blend of ground beef 
and mushrooms under the 
house brand Signature. In 
the UK, the supermarket 
chain Tesco has a blend 
of carrot, butternut squash 
and onion.

Yes, this is a good idea. 
For years we’ve add-
ed minced vegetables to 
improve the nutrition in 
dishes like chili, tacos, 
and meat pies. We’re con-
vinced you can do a bet-
ter job of stretching your 
meat in your kitchen than 
can be done in a factory. 

Let’s Talk Mushrooms
There are good reasons 

to stretch the ground meat 
you use with an uma-
mi-rich filler like mush-
rooms. The Baby Bella 

mushrooms we used to 
make a recent batch of 
chili were less than half 
the price per pound as the 
beef. The chili is lighter 
and easier to digest. 

The factories are selling 
their blends by the pound, 
and the water in the mush-
rooms adds weight. We 
take steps to remove that 
water. Anyone who’s seen 
Julia Child prepare mush-
room duxelles for beef 
Wellington will wonder 
at our suggestion that you 
begin this way.

However, we don’t 
want to create a mush-
room paste. We want 
slightly browned and tasty 
mushroom mince. With a 
different cooking method, 
you can skip many of the 
steps she used to remove 
water. 

Just as Julia did later in 
life, Penny might break 
out the food processor 
to prep a large batch of 
mushroom bits for freez-
ing. However, for a single 
pot of chili, she’ll hand-
chop mushrooms. 

In his book, the Food 
Lab, Kenji Alt-Lopes 

recommends roasting 
mushrooms. “Unlike oth-
er vegetables, where the 
goal is to minimize the 
amount of time they spend 
in the oven, when roasting 
mushrooms, you want to 
leave them in until nearly 
all their moisture is driven 
out so that they can brown 
properly.”

Jamie Oliver is a pro-
ponent of dry-sautéing 
mushrooms. You simply 
put sliced mushrooms 
in a dry pan and keep an 
eye on them as they re-
lease their water. Then 
you toss or turn them as 
they brown after the liquid 
evaporates. Both of these 
methods mean less butter 
or oil added to your final 
product.

Nutrition
Harvard’s Chan School 

of Public Health provides 
information on mushroom 
nutrition. “All varieties of 
mushrooms are low in cal-
ories and fat and contain 
modest amounts of fiber 
and various nutrients. Per-
haps the more interesting 
properties of mushrooms 

are their non-nutritive 
plant substances—poly-
saccharides, indoles, poly-
phenols, and carotenoids 
in which cell and animal 
studies have shown anti-
oxidant, anti-inflammato-
ry, and anticancer effects.” 
They are a source of: B vi-
tamins, Phosphorus, Vita-
min D, Selenium, Copper, 
and Potassium.

Using the Blend
We’ve found you don’t 

notice the mushrooms in 
dishes like chili, tacos, 
meat pies, or pasta sauce. 
Of course, this depends on 
the percentage of mush-
rooms in the blend. The 
industry group, The Mush-
room Council suggests the 
following percentages for 
specific uses: for burgers, 
a 25% mushroom to 75% 
meat; for tacos, burritos, 
or sloppy joes, a 50-50% 
ratio; and for chilis and 
meat sauces 75% mush-

room to 25% meat.
The bottom line for us 

is that a well-prepared 
mushroom blend is a 
winner. It is good for our 
health, our budget, and as 
a great source of umami, 
gives a boost to the savory 
essence of our meal. 

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

This chili was made with a fifty-fifty blend of ground beef and nicely browned, chopped 
mushrooms.

P L E A S E  R E C Y C L E
T H I S  N E W S PA P E R

PLUMBINGMOVING

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED
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$120.00
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PAINTING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
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Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates
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Nick 
D’Agostino
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Free Estimates
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$240.00
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
484 BROADWAY
EVERETT, MASSACHUSETTS 02149
PHONE 617-394-2498 FAX 617-394-2433

To Whom It May Concern:
This notice is to inform you that a public hearing 
will be held on Monday December 19, 2022 at 
6:00 PM, Everett City Hall, 3rd Floor George 
Keverian Hearing Room. All interested parties 
may attend and opinions will be heard regarding 
the following petition.
Whereas a petition has been presented by:
Property Address:      20 Chelsea Street 
Everett, MA 02149                              
Map/Lot: L0-01-000009
Person Requesting: Cenvia Real Estate LLC
22 Chelsea Street
Everett, MA 02151
PROPOSAL:
Applicant is seeking approval to: To construct 
a Five (5) Story 64.5-foot mixed use building 
with the first story being used as Commercial 
Space and Floors 2 to 5 and the penthouse for 
Seventeen (17) Residential Apartments. 
Permit was denied in accordance to the City of 
Everett Zoning Ordinance.
Reason for Denial:
• The proposed Front Yard is only 0.1 feet in 
depth
• The proposed building does not have the 
required rear yard as the plot plan indicates only 
0.1feet.
• The proposed building has a FAR or 4 to 1 for 
the residential portion of the building
• The proposed building has Five (5) Stories
Zoning:
Section 6 Business District Section B. Dimen-

sional Requirements line 4 Front yard which 
states the following
None required, except when used for residential 
purposes there shall be a ten (10) foot minimum 
of which no less than five (5) feet shall be used 
for landscaping. (Ord. of 6-29-87)
Section 6 Business Section District B. Dimen-
sional Requirements line 6 Rear yard which 
states the following
Twenty-five (25) feet minimum unless the lot 
extends from one (1) street to another street, in 
which case no rear yard is required, except for 
any residential use which shall require a ten-
foot minimum. (Ord. of 6-29-87)
Section 6 Business Section District B. Dimen-
sional Requirements line 2 a. Lot Area which 
states the following:
Residential----1.5 to 1 maximum floor area ratio.
Section 6 Business Section District B. Dimen-
sional Requirements line 3 a, Height which 
states the following:
a.    Four (4) stories, not to exceed sixty-five 
(65) feet maximum, but not applicable to church 
spires, belfries, cupolas, chimneys, radio and 
flag poles and gas holders, which shall not 
exceed thirty-three (33) percent of the floor area 
of the first floor, and provided that such church 
spires, belfries, cupolas, chimneys, radio and 
flag poles and gas holders shall not be more 
than fifty (50) percent higher than the average 
height of the roof of the main structure. (Ord. of 
6-29-87; Ord. of 4-11-88)
 MARY GERACE – Chairman

Board of Appeals
Roberta Suppa - Clerk

November 30, 2022
December 7, 2022

- LEGAL NOTICE -
CITY OF EVERETT

before Halloran became 
his longtime teammate in 
the booth.

“They did a great job 
for me. They made me 
look good. They carried 
me and made sure I did 
what I was supposed to 
do,” Hoffman said hum-
bly. 

Hoffman also thanked 
broadcast coordinator 
Josh Del Gaizo, the tech-
nical crew, and the videog-
raphers for their assistance 
during games, sometimes 
amid inclement weather 
conditions.

“I have a lot of great 
memories of all the games 
and the great players and 
coaches,” said Hoffman. 
“This is like the cherry 
on the sundae for me, be-
ing here tonight and being 
honored in this way by 
Everett. Everett is a big 
piece of my family and 
I am very blessed to be 
a very small piece of the 
Crimson Tide football 
program who I consider to 
be the best program in the 
state.

“Thank you and God 
bless you all,” Hoffman 
said in concluding his re-
marks.

Hoffman continues 
to serve as the TV-15 
play-by-play announc-
er for Lynn high school 
sports. Hoffman’s annu-
al year-ending All-Star 

Awards Party, in which he 
and TV-15 honor the top 
student-athletes in the city, 
has become a much-antic-
ipated and much-appre-
ciated event on the Lynn 
sports calendar.

FERRY UPDATE 
GIVEN

WINTHROP - The 
Winthrop Ferry looks to 
be in the shop for the win-
ter, but should be good 
to resume services in the 
spring, according to Town 
Manager Tony Marino.

The 53-foot Valkyrie 
ferry is a partnership be-
tween Winthrop and Quin-
cy and operates between 
those two municipalities 
and the Boston Seaport. 
This season, the ferry be-
gan operating weekdays at 
the end of May.

According to Marino, 
this year’s season ended a 
little earlier than expected.

“The ferry has been 
down for the last couple of 
weeks,” Marino told the 
Town Council last week. 
“We had some engine is-
sues and towed it to New-
buryport for repairs.”

The ferry will likely 
need a new engine, and 
Marino said the town was 
getting an estimate on how 
much that would cost.

“That means the ferry 

will be down for the re-
mainder of the season, but 
we hope to get it back up 
and running and ready to 
go by March,” said Mari-
no.

In other business, Ma-
rino said the town has ad-
vertised for the new Chief 
Financial Officer position, 
which will be shared by 
the municipal government 
and the schools.

“We are hoping to get 
some qualified candidates 
for that,” he said.

Earlier in the fall, Mari-
no said the position would 
not replace any positions 
on the school or town 
sides, and that school 
business officer manag-
er Noel Velez and assis-
tant CFO Robert Powers 
would both report to the 
new position.

While the CFO would 
oversee some of the big 
picture items, such as end 
of the year reports, Super-
intendent of Schools Lisa 
Howard said the business 
office would still oversee 
the day to day financial 
concerns of the school de-
partment.

Marino also noted that 
he will be updating the 
Town Council on trash 
rates at its next meeting.

“We have a pretty sol-
id draft put together right 
now,” he said.

The town is also seek-

ing proposals for legal ser-
vices, Marino added.

“We did put out an RFP 
for legal services to see 

what is out there,” he said. 
“Obviously, (current legal 
firm KP Law) will put in 
a bid, but there are other 

town counsel services out 
there, so they will be due 
to my office by Nov. 30.”



Page 12 The Everett Independent • Wednesday, November 30, 2022 Phone: 617-387-9600  Fax: 781-485-1403

Story by Marianne Salza 

Cirque du Soleil is pre-
senting “’Twas the Night 
Before” at the Wang The-
atre through December 11.  
This cheerful and thrilling 
production is a playful 
twist on the iconic Christ-
mas poem, “A Visit from 
Saint Nicholas,” by Clem-
ent Clarke Moore. 

“It’s cold outside, 
but we are bringing the 
warmth,” beamed acro-
bat and hoop diver, Evan 
Tomlinson Weintraub, of 
San Francisco, California. 
“It is a moment for fami-
lies to come together.” 

This holiday season, 
join Cirque du Soleil for 
its first Christmas show 
about the spirit of Christ-

mas, and the wonders of 
sharing and friendship. On 
Christmas Eve, a father 
reads the classic story to 
his teenage daughter, Isa-
belle. Disenchanted by the 
craze of Christmas, Isa-
belle is uninterested in the 
family tradition. 

Magic emerges as a 
spark of light; and the jad-
ed Isabelle is separated 
from her father by a storm. 
She is whisked on a fan-
tastical journey through a 
winter wonderland, where 
the young girl meets re-
imagined characters from 
the poem. 

Unlike in the original 
version of the tale, the 
children in “’Twas the 
Night Before” are not 
snuggled in their beds, pa-
tiently awaiting the arrival 
of Santa Claus. Dressed in 
candy cane-striped onesie 
pajamas, they are wide 
awake and eager to see 

Santa in this high-energy, 
comical, acrobatic table 
routine. 

“My character is so 
happy waiting for San-
ta Claus,” laughed acro-
bat and hoop diver, Jinge 
Wang, of China, who plays 
a boy that instigates the 
frenzied chaos. 

Similar to his character, 
Wang remembers being 
too excited to sleep on 
Christmas Eve. Although 
he spent last Christmas 
performing with Cirque 
du Soleil in Mexico, Wang 
associates Christmas with 
chilliness, snow – and, no 
matter the temperature -- 
eating ice cream.  

“It’s a big celebration 
with family,” described 
Wang about what Christ-
mas means to him. “Ev-
erybody enjoys the Christ-
mas atmosphere.” 

Wang and Weintraub’s 
favorite trick is performed 
in the scene, when the lit-
tle ones hear Santa on the 
roof.

“In three high, people 
stand on top of each oth-
er’s shouders, looking for 
Santa Claus. I’m the one 
on top. Then I fall and 
roll. I can’t see the audi-

ence, but I can hear their 
screaming and clapping” 
explained Wang, who has 
studied acrobatics for 22 
years, and also practiced 
wushu, Chinese martial 
arts. 

Weintraub, as Prancer, 
and Wang, as Comet, also 
perform in the hoop diving 
act that introduces Santa’s 
playful reindeer as a col-
laborative team. 

“I think what’s nice 
about this show is that it’s 
built for families,” said 
Weintraub, who celebrates 
Christmas on a warm 
beach with his family. 
“We tap into the memo-
ries of when we were kids, 
and translate that energy 
to them to make the show 
special.” 

Weintraub and Wang 
especially love the enthu-
siasm and awe of young 
viewers. 

“The more feedback 
from the audience, the 
more it helps us to go fur-
ther,” smiled 30-year-old, 
Weintraub, who has been 
a circus acrobat for 18 
years; and before that, was 
a gymnast. “We are giving 
so much energy, that when 
we receive it back, it’s like 

a cycle. It gets better and 
better.” 

Friends, Weintraub and 
Wang, worked together in 
“’Twas the Night Before,” 
in 2019 when the produc-
tion first debuted. To pre-
pare this year, the acrobats 
rehearsed the choreogra-
phy for seven weeks: six 
days a week for five hours. 

“This show has become 
a hit and classic for Cirque 
du Soleil,” said Weintraub, 
who appreciates the sup-
portive teamwork of the 
circus. “We’re not seeing 
outrageous changes to it. 
We’re coming back into a 
roll that’s familiar, which 
is nice. It’s a significant 
amount of time to put in 
and be learning something. 
It’s muscle memory now.”

Weintraub and Wang’s 
golden-antlered reindeer 
conclude the production 
as Isabelle is reunited with 
her father; and they read 
the poem together. 

“They start to explore 
what Christmas means, 
where the spark of Christ-
mas comes from, and 
what it means to share 
the warmth and light with 
each other,” Weintraub re-
vealed.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    engagement, wedding and birth 

announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, sports stories and photos for 
publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  

Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news 
releases and photos to deb@reverejournal.com

We’re Hiring!

We will be holding two job 
fairs at our newest PACE sites: 

Tuesday, Sept. 13, 3-6pm  
@ 10 Garofalo Street, Revere

Thursday, Sept. 15, 3-6pm 
@ 795 Broadway, Everett

Scan the QR code to RSVP or 
visit www.careers.ebnhc.org 
to apply and learn about our 
fantastic benefits! If you have 
questions, call: 617-568-4480.

New Pay Rates

Sign-on Bonuses

Full Benefits Package
including:

• Medical and dental
coverage

• Life and disability
insurance

• 401(K) retirement plan

• Educational assistance

• Flexible spending and
transportation accounts

• Paid holidays, vacations,
sick, and personal time

• Free parking

And much more...
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HOME HEALTH AIDES
PERSONAL CARE 

ASSISTANTS
RECREATION ASSISTANTS

DRIVERS
NURSES

PHYSICAL THERAPIST
RECREATION THERAPIST

DIETARY AIDES

Visit us at
careers.ebnhc.org 
 to learn about our  
fantastic benefits!

 If you have questions,  
please call: 617-568-4480.

IMPRESSIVE INTEREST AND A GREAT TIMING JUST MAKES SENSE.

Here’s your chance to run the numbers in your favor. Everett Bank’s 36 Month CD with an 

amazing 4.0% APY* gets you closer to those financial goals much faster.  Easily calculate 

better earnings with Everett Bank’s 36 Month CD. Go to everettbank.com for details.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of the date posted and is subject to change without notice. APY assumes that interest remains on 
deposit until maturity. A withdrawal will reduce earnings. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Offer may be withdrawn at any time.
Minimum of $500 is required to open a Certificate of Deposit and earn the advertised APY.

Ask about our 
in-home or office
concierge service.

4.0%APY*

36 Month CD
Missing Out Doesn’t Add Up.

Cirque du Soleil presents ‘Twas the Night Before performance

PHOTO BY MARIANNE SALZA

Evan Tomlinson Weintraub (left) and Jinge Wang, acrobats 
and hoop diver performers in Cirque du Soleil’s “’Twas the 
Night Before”

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CIRQUE DU SOLEIL

Santa’s reindeer conclude the production with a hoop diving routine.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CIRQUE DU SOLEIL

Children, unable to fall asleep, anticipate Santa’s arrival in an acrobatic table routine in 
“’Twas the Night Before.” 


