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Like most things, 
lighting the Christmas 
trees and sprucing up 
the city with lights for 
the holidays wasn’t the 
same as in the past due 
to COVID-19, but Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria hosted 
virtual tree lightings in 
Everett Square, Ferry 
Street and at Wehner 
Park last Thursday, Dec. 
3. In Everett Square, 
the huge tree towered 
above colorful lights 
– all flipped on by the 
mayor, this family and 
Bishop Robert Brown. 
See Page 6 for more 
photos.

By Seth Daniel

Former City Council 
President Rich Dell Isola 
will return to the Council 
perhaps as soon as next 
Monday to fill the vacancy 
now left by the resignation 
of Peter Napolitano – as is 
dictated by the City Char-
ter.

Dell Isola, who was the 
last man out in the City 
Election in 2019, said he 
will take the seat and like-
ly run again for it in the 
2021 City Election.

“I’m going to go in like 
I left a year ago,” he said. 
“When I became president 
last year, I said we had to 
work as a team. I hope that 
can happen. Me, personal-
ly, I don’t see a team right 
now. We have to work 
together with the May-
or’s Office, the School 
Committee and everyone 
as one. I’m going in as a 
team player and whatever 
is good for the residents, 
that’s what I’ll do.”

He said he understands 
that there is what is likely 
to be a competitive City 

Election next year, and 
he’s ready to cast his hat in 
the ring as of now to run 
for re-election.

“As of now, I am going 
to run next year,” he said. 
“Being out for a year, you 
begin to look at politics 
differently. I want to have 
us working as a team.”

City Clerk Sergio Cor-
nelio said the City Charter 
dictates the at-large Coun-
cil replacement process, 
calling for the sixth-place 
finisher in the five-seat 
race to automatically take 
the seat if accepted. 

The caveat is that the 
City Election cannot be 
less than 90 days away 
(which would be August 
2021) and that the replace-
ment candidate must have 
received at least 20 per-
cent of the ballots cast. In 
this case, the City Election 
is nearly 11 months away, 
and Dell Isola received ap-
proximately 33 percent of 
the ballots cast in the 2019 
election.

Cornelio said the Coun-
cil would have to vote on 

By Seth Daniel

Everett property tax-
payers and water and sew-
er ratepayers will see no 
increases – and many de-
creases – across the board 
after the City Council and 
Finance Department took 
the actions that set the 
fiscal year tax rate – sup-
plementing that with $8 
million in stabilization 

tax relief to keep residents 
from having to shoulder 
more burdens amidst the 
pandemic.

Chief Financial Offi-
cer Eric Demas said the 
City is one of the few in 
the region that isn’t see-
ing property tax increases 
this year, and that is some-
thing he said he was proud 
of due to the partnerships 
with the Council and City 

staff to go through the dif-
ficult monthly budgets and 
furloughs that took place 
in July, August and Sep-
tember.

“It was a combined 
effort between the City 
Council and the mayor,” 
he said. “I’m proud of the 
finance staff here in the 
City. We utilized every 
single tool we had. That’s 
why we went through 
three months of continu-
ing budget resolutions last 
summer. We did that so 
we wouldn’t have to raise 
taxes. We needed to en-
sure we weren’t adding in-
creased burdens that peo-
ple couldn’t handle…It’s 
been a roller coaster ride. 
We knew what turns we 
had coming in the road, 
but we had to weather 
them to do what was best 

By Lauren Bennett

The Baker administra-
tion on Tuesday announced 
that all Massachusetts cities 
and towns will roll back to 
Step Three, Phase One of 
the state’s reopening plan, 
effective Sunday, Decem-
ber 13. 

Following increases in 
hospitalizations and cas-
es after the Thanksgiving 
holiday, the “sharp increase 
is putting a strain on our 
healthcare system and 
frontline workers,” Baker 
said. 

As of Monday, the state 
had 2,463 new cases of 
COVID-19, and the sev-
en day average test rate is 
about 5.5 percent, the gov-
ernor said. There are also 
1,516 people hospitalized 
with the virus, and 302 in 
the ICU. 

He said that continuing 
at this rate is “not sustain-
able over time” and will 
continue to put the health-
care system and healthcare 
workers at increased risk. 

Prior to and “just after” 
Thanksgiving, Baker said 
that the “data was showing 
progress” from the restric-
tions put in place about 
a month ago, including a 
stay at home advisory from 
10pm to 5am, and reducing 
the indoor gathering lim-
it to 10 people. But as the 
state encounters a second 
surge of the virus and cases 
continue to increase, more 

Baker Administration 
announces statewide 
rollback to Step Three

A step 
backwards

Financial sacrifices last summer lead to 
property tax decreases across the board

After one-year break, Dell Isola 
will return to City Council

See TAXES  Page 2

On Tuesday, the City of Everett received a wonderful sur-
prise from Jerry DiPierro of DiPierro & Sons Construction 
and his son, City Councillor Anthony DiPierro. The father 
and son donate these gifts to the City of Everett’s toy drive 
yearly in memory of the late Angelo DiPierro and Ella Jade 
O’Donnell. Thank you to the DiPierro family for your contin-
uous support of our community.

By Seth Daniel

When Cataldo Ambu-
lance company became the 
first in the state last year 
to become licensed for a 
mobile integrated health 
unit – something they dub 
SmartCare – they could 
have never imagined the 
unit would be called on 
for critical services during 
the COVID-19 surge, and 
now potentially to be a 
major distribution point 
for any COVID-19 vac-
cine.

That is just the case 
for the company’s units, 
which services Everett 
and surrounding areas, as 
they have received word 
that they will be part of the 
distribution network for a 
vaccine when it arrives – 
not only for the general 
public, but also for vul-
nerable populations.

“We’re getting inquiries 
already from local health 
departments,” said Dan 
Hoffenberg, vice presi-
dent of Cataldo. “I don’t 
have all the details yet, 
but I’m told we’re getting 
inquiries from local health 
departments asking about 
if we can be of service in 
helping to distribute the 
vaccine in each commu-
nity. We’re going to be a 
way for them to help ad-
minister the vaccine…
When the vaccine rolls 
out to the general public, 
that’s still being worked 
out.”

President Dennis Cat-
aldo said paramedics are 
being considered as a key 
part of that roll out, just as 
Gov. Charlie Baker put in 
the state’s first order for 
the Pfizer vaccine last Fri-

TOY DRIVE DONATIONS

Cataldo’s mobile integrated health service 
could be key for distributing COVID vaccine

Critical service

See CATALDO Page 5
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By Seth Daniel

The Everett School Com-
mittee voted 8-0 on Monday 
to return some Winter Sports 
to Everett High School 
(EHS), allowing boys and 
girls basketball and hockey 
to begin practices as early as 
Dec. 15.

It is the first time any 
interscholastic sports have 
been given the okay in Ev-
erett since last year’s Winter 
Sports season ended and no 
spring or fall sports resumed 
due to COVID-19. How-
ever, with long discussions 
had within the Greater Bos-
ton League (GBL), Supt. 
Priya Tahiliani and Athletic 
Director Tammy Turner said 
they felt prepared to safely 
offer these sports to students 
as soon as possible.

“We’re asking for ap-
proval for this and have a 
recommendation, but are in-
terested in discussion on it,” 
said Tahiliani on Monday. 

“Winter coaches are on 

Unanimous vote 
to bring back
winter sports

See SPORTS  Page 3



Page 2 The Everett Independent • Wednesday, December 9, 2020 Phone: 617-387-9600  Fax: 781-485-1403

Send uS Your newS
The Everett Independent encourages residents to submit birth and engagement an-

nouncements, news releases, business briefs, honor rolls, social news, sports stories, and 
photographs for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, 
Citizens Bank Building, Revere, MA 02151. Items can also be faxed to 781-485-1403. 
The Independent also encourages readers to  e-mail news releases to editor@everettin-
dependent.com.

The Everett Independent assumes no financial responsibility for typographical 
errors in advertisements, but will reprint that part of the advertisement in which the  error 
occurs. Advertisers will please  notify the management immediately of any errors that may occur.

Community Briefs

- LEGAL NOTICE -
CITY OF EVERETT

BOARD OF APPEALS
484 Broadway
Everett, Massachusetts 02149
(617) 381-7445

To Whom It May Concern:
This notice is to inform you that a public hearing will be held on Monday December 21, 2020 at 
7:00 PM in regards to an application for zoning relief. In response to Governor Baker’s declaration 
of a public health emergency and the related Emergency Executive Order dated March 12, 2020, 
the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be meeting remotely until further notice.  The audioconferencing 
application Zoom will be used for this purpose.  An online link and telephone access number will 
be provided on all meeting agendas and also on the Board’s website.  This application will permit 
the public to access and participate in future Board meetings and hearings.  Instructions for joining 
meetings in this manner will be provided on the City and City Clerk’s website. In addition, Everett 
Community TV (ECTV) may provide coverage of these meetings. We extend our thanks for your 
understanding and participation in this manner, which is intended to keep members of the Board 
and the public safe. 

Whereas a petition has been presented by:
Property Address:    168 Bucknam Street
Map/Parcel:   D0-01-00003                                                                                                            
Person Requesting:   Mr. Adam Zuniga
117 Orleans Street.
East Boston, MA 02128

To the said Board of Appeals, the owner/applicant proposes to construct a new two (2) family on 
an existing 5814 sf lot that currently has an existing two (2) family residential building that was 
constructed in April 1928.
The owner wishes to convert the existing three (3) family dwelling into a four (4) family dwelling. 
The plot plan submitted indicates that Six (6) parking spaces are proposed in the yard are several 
are stacked parked and requires backing into the street.
The permit is respectfully denied in accordance with The City of Everett Zoning Appendix A for the 
following reasons:

Reason for Denial:
• A four (4) family is not an allowed use in this district.
• The Floor Area is above the allowable at 1.22 FAR.
• The parking plan provided indicates that a vehicle will be required to be moved in order for the 
other vehicles to enter and leave the parking lot. 
• Does not have the required 275 square feet per car.
• The parking plan provided indicates that a vehicle will be parked within the required minimum 
specified building Front setback of ten (10) feet and the corner setback of seven (7) feet. 
• The parking plan provided indicates that a vehicle will be parked closer than eight (8) feet from a 
habitable window. 
• The parking plan provided indicates that it will be necessary for vehicles to back into the street. 
• The parking plan provided does not indicate an 18’ aisle to allow vehicles to ingress and egress at 
the same time. 

Zoning Ordinance:
1. Section 4 Dwelling Districts (a) Uses:  
A.    Uses. Within any dwelling district as indicated on the zoning map, no building, structure or 
premises shall be used and no building or structure shall be erected which is intended or designed 
to be used in whole or in part for any industry, trade, manufacturing, or commercial purposes, of for 
other than the following specified purposes:
1.    A single or double semi-detached dwelling existing at the time of the first enactment of the 
Zoning Ordinance may be converted to provide not more than a total of three (3) dwelling units 
provided that the following standards are met:
Any addition shall comply with the front, side and rear yard requirements and height limitations of 
the Zoning Ordinance.
Where the existing building is already non-conforming, any alteration shall not increase the existing 
non-conformity. Parking in accordance with this Zoning Ordinance shall be provided for any addi-
tional dwelling units. (Ord. of 4-29-91)

2. Section 4 Dwelling Districts A Uses 17.    Conversion of Dwelling. No new dwelling unit creat-
ed by the conversion of an existing dwelling shall be permitted unless the requirements of minimum 
lot area and off-street parking are satisfied for all dwelling units in existence and proposed in the 
dwelling after the conversion or enlargement. (Ord. 02-046 of Oct. 22, 2003

3. Section 17 Off Street Parking (J):  “Parking facilities shall be designed so that each motor 
vehicle may proceed to and from the parking space provided for it without requiring the moving of 
any other motor vehicle.”
 
4. Section 17 Off Street Parking (I): Each required car space shall be not less than 9 feet in width 
and 18 feet in length exclusive of drives and maneuvering space, and the total area of any parking 
facility for more than five (5) cars shall average two hundred seventy-five (275) square feet per car. 
No driveways or curb cuts shall exceed thirty (30) feet in width. (Ord. 01-046/2001)

5. Section 17 Off Street Parking (K): “Parking facilities shall be designed so that no vehicles shall 
be parked nearer to any street lines than the minimum specified building setback for the Zoning 
District in which the parking facility is located.”

6. Section 17 Off Street Parking (M): “No parking stall shall be located within eight (8) feet of any 
window of habitable rooms in the basement or first story level of any building.” 

7.   Section 17 Off Street Parking (O): 4. “Except for one and two family dwellings, parking shall 
be designed so that it is not necessary to drive over sidewalks or curbs or to back into the street or 
driveway”

8. Section 17 Off Street Parking (O):  5. “All parking areas shall have an access road with a 
minimum of eighteen (18) feet to allow ingress and exiting at same time.”

Mary Gerace – Chairman                         Roberta Suppa - Clerk
Board of Appeals

WATERFRONT 
TRANSPORTATION 
MEETING

The City of Everett 
invites you to join us on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9 @ 6 
PM for our first public 
meeting as part of the Ev-
erett Riverfront District 
Master Plan. The meeting 
will be livestreamed on 
the City of Everett’s Face-
book page. We WANT to 
hear your feedback about 
the options! The Zoom 
link to join is on the event 
page.

CITY HALL 
EXPANDS 
LANGUAGE ACCESS

Did you know about 
this exciting news? Li-
onbridge is a telephone 
interpretation service 
that provides 24/7/365 
on-demand, as-needed 
telephonic interpretation 
in over 380 different lan-
guages. 

Everett 311 is the desig-
nated number to reach the 
city for any help. All 311 
operators will have access 

to more than 380 languag-
es. Lionbridge provides 
Arabic, Cantonese, Rus-
sian, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Haitian Creole, to name 
a few. These services are 
available immediately 

to all Everett residents 
throughout all City of Ev-
erett departments!

LETTERS TO 
SANTA/VIRTUAL 
MEET & GREET

Santa Claus is coming 
to town and the City is 
inviting all children in the 
City of Everett to write 
him a letter. Santa will vir-
tually stop by on Zoom to 
meet the children and read 
the letters on Friday, Dec. 
8 from 6-8 p.m. It will be 
limited to the first 300 par-
ticipants. Please email let-
ters or a photo of a letter 
by Wednesday, December 
16, at 6 p.m.

GRACE FOOD 
PANTRY TOY DRIVE

The Grace Food Pan-
try will continue their Toy 
Drive efforts through Dec. 
11, this Friday. Bring a 
new or unwrapped toy and 
help support local kids. 
The drop off times dai-
ly through Dec. 11 are 9 
a.m. to noon at the Grace 
Church, 50 Church St. 
(behind City Hall).

The numbers of 
COVID-19 cases in Ev-
erett were on a roller 
coaster ride over the past 
week, spiking likely due 
to Thanksgiving holiday 
gatherings, then settling 
back down again early this 
week.

The City saw the most 
cases reported over the 
past week than at any time 
since the spring, logging 
410 cases. That was bol-
stered in particular by a 
shocking 106 cases report-

ed on Dec. 4.However, 
cases immediately dipped 
down to 19 on Monday, 
and then up to a manage-
able 31 on Tuesday. Most 
were hoping the numbers 
would stabilize the rest 
of the week. There were 
293 cases in the previous 
week.

The most recent num-
bers are as follows:

•Tuesday, Dec. 8 - 31
•Monday, Dec. 7 – 19
•Sunday, Dec. 6 – 51
•Saturday, Dec. 5 – 47

•Friday, Dec. 4 - 106
•Thursday, Dec. 3 – 64
•Wednesday, Dec. 2 – 

49
•Tuesday, Dec. 1 – 43
Everett is still a benefi-

ciary of the state Stop the 
Spread testing program 
and there is ample free 
testing all over the city 
right now through Dec. 
31. There is no appoint-
ment necessary, and test 
results are usually avail-
able within 24 to 48 hours.

Cases of COVID-19 continue to 
stay in double digits day after day

for the residents.”
On Monday night at 

a Special City Council 
meeting, the Council vot-
ed to make the maximum 
shift of 175 percent in 
the Minimum Residential 
Factor – shifting tax bur-
den to the commercial/in-
dustrial properties. Mean-
while, they also voted in 
the 25 percent residential 
owner-occupant tax break. 
Those two things allowed 
the residential tax rate to 
be set at $9.87 per $1,000 
of value and the commer-
cial rate at $23.20.

The result is a reduc-
tion in tax bills for every 
residential classification 
even as values on proper-
ties have increased signifi-
cantly since Fiscal Year 
2019. For example, a sin-
gle family home in 2019 
was valued at $388,300 
and in 2021 had increased 
to $435,424. Yet, for this 
year, the tax bill has gone 
down to $4,298 from 
$4,807 in 2019. That’s a 
decrease of 6 percent.

Other tax bill savings 
included:

•Two family homes 
(average): $6,374 in 2019, 
and 2021 will be $5,812 
(-4.4%)

•Three family homes 
(average):  $7,562 in 
2019, and 2021 will be 
$7,117 (-1.6%)

That is a substantial 
difference from surround-
ing communities such as 
Chelsea, where two-fami-
ly and three-family prop-
erties increased signifi-
cantly in value and their 
tax bills went up several 
hundred dollars on aver-
age as well. Chelsea set its 
tax rate last week.

For Commercial/Indus-
trial properties, the tax 
bills have gone up, but in 
no way the same as they 
did in Fiscal Year 2019 as 
the Encore Boston Harbor 
casino opened and sent 
such property sky high. 
While values continued 
to go up, tax bills on those 
properties have leveled 
out a bit.

The average conve-
nience store property 
would see a slight in-
crease in taxes, going 
from $21,061 last year to 
$21,318 this year. Howev-
er, this year will be down 
26.6% from 2019 when 
bills skyrocketed.

Fast Food properties 
would see an average 
increase from last year 
of $564 ($44,516), but 
that is 28.4% lower than 
2019 while the value of 
the property increased by 
8.9% over that same peri-
od. So, property became 
more valuable, and taxes 
decreased – the best of 
both worlds for business-
es.

Warehouse properties 
would be up by more than 
$3,000 this year over last 
year at $60,297 on aver-
age, but that is a 23.7% 
decrease from 2019.

Demas said it is a pat-
tern on the residential and 
commercial/industrial that 
they did predict when he 
came to the city – saying 
that due to the Encore 
opening, property values 
would likely take a roller 
coaster ride over a period 
of years.

“I have been saying 
this since day one that 
Everett will go through 
a roller coaster ride with 
property values,” he said. 
“Residential properties 
were taking off and carry-
ing a large part of the tax 
responsibility. I said af-
ter we get to the opening 
of the casino, you would 
see industrial properties 
take off. They did in 2019. 
That is the way it looked 
and exactly what we pre-
dicted did come to frui-
tion. It was challenging to 
explain because we had a 
$2.6 billion property – one 
of a kind in New England. 
You have to expect fluctu-
ations.”

This year, as in previ-
ous years, the City was 
able to supplement the 
tax levy with $7 million 
from the Stabilization 
Fund. It was uncertain if 

that plan would be able to 
play out earlier this year 
when COVID-19 first hit 
and revenues tanked, but 
Demas said there was a re-
bound and they were able 
to make that supplement.

That reduced the tax 
levy by $1.1 million. Ev-
erett is extremely unique 
in that it isn’t using its 
full tax levy, with most 
municipalities in the area 
taxing all the way up to 
the Proposition 2 ½ limit. 
However, Everett has left 
an excess levy capacity 
of $58.21 million on the 
table, which is the star of 
the show in reducing the 
tax burden on residents 
and businesses. They have 
the ability to tax $150.18 
million before hitting the 
Levy Limit, and came in 
taxing at $144.15 million.

That was supplement-
ed by a very healthy New 
Growth number (which 
measures new construc-
tion and projects added 
to the property tax base), 
which was $2.42 million 
this year.

•WATER AND SEW-
ER RATES STAY PUT

The tax bills weren’t the 
only think on the dock-
et Monday night, as the 
Council was to set the Wa-
ter & Sewer rates as well. 
With the same approach, 
Demas said they used $1 
million in Free Cash to 
stabilize the rate and keep 
it from increasing.

With MWRA founda-
tional water and sewer 
rates going up by 5 per-
cent this year, Demas said 
they were challenged to 
follow the mayor’s vision 
of not increasing any fees 
or costs during the pan-
demic.

“We did use $1 million 
in Free Cash and that al-
lowed us not to increase 
our rates this year,” he 
said. “This is just as much 
an economic crisis as a 
public health crisis. Our 
focus is not to increase 
fees or costs on residents.” 

Taxes / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The City of Everett will 
be offering COVID-19 
testing to seniors at Pope 
John XXIII High School 
beginning on Wednes-
day, December 9. Testing 
at this new location will 
occur every Wednesday, 
5-8pm and Friday, 9am-
noon through December 

31.
Due to the vulnerabil-

ity of seniors, the City of 
Everett has committed to 
provide more testing for 
residents in this age brack-
et. Seniors who wish to be 
tested at this new site must 
be an Everett resident over 
the age of 60. Proof of age 

and residency is required. 
Testing will occur in 

the school’s cafeteria on 
the first floor. Seniors are 
asked to enter through 
the rear entrance. It is im-
portant for those who get 
tested to wear a mask, use 
hand sanitizer, and prac-
tice social distancing.

COVID-19 testing site for seniors

IN MEMORY OF OFFICER 
GLEN BRILEY  
Five years ago this month 
Everett Police Officer Glen 
Briley passed away due to 
natural causes while on 
duty. Briley is survived by 
his wife, Jeannine, and two 
children, Erin and Ryan. 
Briley began his career as a 
patrolman in Dec. 1996 and 
served as a member of the 
uniformed Patrol Division. 
He is greatly missed by our 
entire community. 
Thank you for your service 
to our community and Rest 
in Peace, Officer Briley.  
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board with this proposal and 
are ready to make the best 
of what is not the best situ-
ation…We have put a pri-
ority on clubs and activities 
that are small in scope and 
that have a chance of being 
sustainable. We believe the 
athletic plan falls into that 
category.”

The plan allows girls and 
boys basketball – both var-
sity and junior varsity – and 
hockey, which is mixed boys 
and girls at Everett High. In-
door track would be moved 
to the Fall 2 Season, which 
also includes football and 
is scheduled to being on 
Feb. 22. Wrestling is a high-
risk activity under COVID 
and would likely be in the 
spring, if at all. The new 
Winter Season would begin 
Dec. 15, with practices able 
to start on Dec. 15.

Teams will have a maxi-
mum of 15 players per squad 
and 20 for hockey, and there 
will be try-outs posted soon. 
Players will have to wear 
a mask at all times in both 
sports, there are no locker 
rooms and benches would 
be arranged with social dis-
tancing. There will be no 
spectators allowed at any 
of the games, but Tahiliani 
said they are working with 
ECTV closely to make sure 
that games are broadcast 
live for friends, family and 
students to watch.

Interestingly, referees will 
be ask to enforce a proto-
col where there is limited 
amounts of loud cheering 
and yelling from the bench 
areas.

The first games, Turner 
said, would be in January 
after the break.

If necessary, sports might 
create a “bubble” if need be. 
For instance, Turner said if 
there is worry, they could 
designate Medford High as 
the location of all girls bas-
ketball games. Meanwhile, 
the teams will have differ-
ent practice dates at Ever-
ett High as well to keep the 
teams segregated and to help 
with contact tracing.

“It is great to see the let-
ters GBL back on the sports 
landscape where they be-
long,” said Tahiliani.

Turner said the GBL has 
been active all fall in com-
ing up with strict protocols 
to ensure safety of student 
athletes – and to also allow 
them to return for their so-

cial-emotional benefits that 
having been missing for 
months.

“The GBL athletic di-
rectors and athletic trainers 
have been working since 
the fall,” she said. “We 
have been doing everything 
we can to come up with a 
winning plan because we 
know it the social-emotion-
al benefit for the kids that 
we need…Because it’s just 
the GBL playing each oth-
er, we can adapt. The AD’s 
have been working together 
and building up the flexibil-
ity. We want to play and are 
willing to move to be able to 
do that.”

Public Health Nurse Sa-
brina Firicano warned that 
there has been a major in-
crease in November for 
cases among kids age 0-19. 
That is a concern for her, she 
said, in returning to sports 
and something to watch. 
She said it will need to be 
watched carefully and sports 
might spread the virus.

“As far as the spread, it 
could be a risk where there 
are players in close contact 
with each other,” she said. 

School Committee mem-
bers Samantha Lambert and 
Dana Murray said they had 
read all of the protocols put 
out by the GBL and were 
impressed and comfortable.

“They are extensive and 
show a lot of thought and 
preparation went into the 
kids,” said Lambert. “That’s 
why I’m leaning towards 
voting ‘yes.’”

She also said it will be 
important to press upon the 
kids how the virus spreads, 
and staying home from a 
game with symptoms is the 
right thing to do.

“The students may not 
see the impact of a chain 
virus,” she said. “Whatev-
er we can do to make sure 
they understand it’s not just 
themselves, but their family 
and other people’s families 
at risk if they don’t want to 
follow the guidelines.”

VISIT EVERETTINDEPENDENT.COM

Fight the Flu
The flu vaccine is vitally 

important this year!
Protect yourself and your family. Our buildings 
are clean and safe. Patients and 
non-patients are welcome.
To register, call 617-568-4401. 
For children 18 and younger 
and their families, call: 
617-568-4477.

www.ebnhc.org/flushot

Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
recently joined with his 
colleagues in the Mas-
sachusetts Legislature in 
passing a Fiscal Year 2021 
(FY21) budget to invest 
in programs and services 
across the Common-
wealth. Funded at $46.2 
billion, the budget aims 
to address the sweeping 
effects of the global pan-
demic and makes targeted 
investments in Senator Di-
Domenico’s top priorities, 
including housing, food 
security, early education, 
children and families, and 
public health.

“Despite these un-
precedented times, I am 
confident that the Fis-
cal Year 2021 budget we 
put forth is a strong and 
compassionate one; one 
that meets many of our 
most pressing needs, cen-
ters our most vulnerable 
populations, and moves 
our entire Commonwealth 
towards an equitable re-
covery,” said Senator Sal 
DiDomenico. It makes 
critical investments in sec-
tors most severely impact-
ed by COVID-19 and fo-
cuses on many of the areas 
that have been my greatest 
concern throughout the 
course of this pandemic, 
including food security, 
housing supports, child-
care, and public health. I 
know that in the Senate, 
each Senator had a voice 
in crafting our budget, and 
I am truly grateful to Sen-
ate President Karen Spilka 
and Senate Ways & Means 
Chair Michael Rodrigues 
for ensuring that many of 
our community’s most ur-
gent needs were included 
in this final FY21 budget.”

Continuing the Legis-
lature’s support of target-
ed investments in educa-
tion, this budget provides 
$5.283 billion in Chapter 
70 education funding, an 
increase of $107.6 mil-
lion over Fiscal Year 2020 
(FY20). The education 
budget allocations in-
clude:

• $53 million in 
COVID-related student 
supports;

• $345.2 million for Cir-
cuit Breaker Special Edu-
cation reimbursement;

• $117 million for Char-
ter School Reimburse-
ment; and

• $82 million for Re-
gional School Transporta-
tion reimbursement.

Due to the pandemic, 
access to safe and afford-
able housing for many 
families across the Com-
monwealth has taken on 
new urgency. This bud-
get makes targeted in-
vestments into rental and 
housing assistance to sup-
port families, tenants and 
property owners during 
this time of crisis:

· $180 million for Emer-
gency Assistance Family 
Shelters;

· $135 million for the 
Massachusetts Rent-
al Voucher Program 
(MRVP);

· $50 million for Res-
idential Assistance for 
Families in Transition 
(RAFT), as well as emer-
gency changes to the 
RAFT program to increase 
the maximum amount 
of rental assistance that 
a household can receive 
from $4,000 to $10,000 
and allow eligible house-
holds facing a housing cri-
sis to access both RAFT 
and HomeBASE;

· $80 million for public 
housing subsidies;

· $56 million for home-
less individual shelters;

· $13 million for home-
less student transporta-

tion;
· $12.5 million for 

the Alternative Hous-
ing Voucher Program 
(AHVP), which provides 
rental assistance to people 
with disabilities;

· $11 million for De-
partment of Mental Health 
Rental Subsidy Program; 
and

· $8 million for un-
accompanied homeless 
youth.

Throughout the pan-
demic, Senator DiDomen-
ico has worked on legisla-
tion to provide additional 
protections for renters and 
struggling homeowners 
to help stave off an evic-
tion crisis. This budget 
includes many of reforms 
that Senator DiDomenico 
advocated for, including 
a new requirement ensur-
ing tenants facing eviction 
better understand their 
rights.

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic has exacerbated the 
many housing challenges 
our Commonwealth and 
our district have long ex-
perienced, but now we 
face an eviction crisis we 
have never before seen,” 
said DiDomenico. “I’m 
pleased this budget in-
cludes investments in 
key housing security pro-
grams, but I am especial-
ly encouraged by the lan-
guage regarding “Notice 
to Quit” incorporated into 
the budget, which would 
require landlords to pro-
vide a form with informa-
tion related to the eviction 
process and resources for 
tenants. I have been advo-
cating for this Notice to 
Quit policy since the start 
of the pandemic to ensure 
that renters know their 
rights if and when facing 
eviction, and I am very 
pleased it has been includ-
ed in our budget.”

Food insecurity has 
become one of the most 
prevalent consequences of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
affecting children, adults 
and seniors alike. To that 
end, the conference report 
prioritizes access to food 
resources across the Com-
monwealth. Food insecu-
rity investments include:

• $30 million for the 
Massachusetts Emergency 
Food Assistance Program;

• $13 million in Healthy 
Incentives Programs to 
ensure vulnerable house-
holds have continued 
access to food options 
during the pandemic; and

• $1.2 million for Proj-
ect Bread to support the 
Child Nutrition Outreach 
Program and the Food 
Source Hotline.

The budget also in-
cludes Senator DiDomeni-
co’s amendment requiring 
the Baker Administration 
to move forward with 
the creation of a SNAP 
Common Application 
program to connect eligi-
ble MassHealth/Medicare 
recipients with federal 
nutritional benefits. This 
amendment was modeled 
off of legislation the Sen-
ator sponsors to close the 
“SNAP Gap” in Massa-
chusetts.

 The budget builds on 
the Legislature’s com-
mitment to ensuring all 
children have access to 
high-quality early edu-
cation and care (EEC) 
during this pandemic. 
As a longtime champion 
of early education in the 
Commonwealth, Senator 
DiDomenico spoke during 
the Senate chamber’s 
debate about the major 
investments the budget 
makes in the childcare in-
dustry, and the long-term 

impact these investments 
will have for both provid-
ers and families. The bud-
get includes $25 million 
for a new Early Education 
and Care Workforce and 
COVID-19 Supports Re-
serve to provide classroom 
stabilization grants, in-
centive pay for providers, 
and support for increased 
operational costs due to 
COVID-19. In addition, 
the budget invests in those 
who work with children 
by increasing rates for ear-
ly education providers by 
$20 million and provides 
$40 million for a new re-
serve to cover parent fees 
for families receiving sub-
sidized childcare for the 
remainder of FY21. The 
budget also includes the 
following EEC invest-
ments and initiatives:

• $15 million for Head 
Start grants;

• $10 million for EEC 
Workforce Higher Educa-
tion Opportunities;

• $2.5 million in early 
childhood mental health 
grants;

• $11 million for child 
care resource and referral 
agencies; and

• Establishes the Early 
Education and care Eco-
nomic review commission 
to review childcare fund-
ing and make recommen-
dations on policy changes 
to expand access.  

 Highlighting the urgent 
need to strengthen pub-
lic health infrastructure 
at the local, state and re-
gional level to combat the 
effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the budget in-
cludes targeted invest-
ments aimed at redoubling 
our efforts and pushing 
forward with a proactive 
public health response to 
defeat this virus and its 
many consequences. The 
budget includes:

 • $10 million for 
grants to support local 
boards of health to combat 
COVID-19;

• $1 million for a 
COVID-19 Vaccine Dis-
tribution Plan program, 
focused on equitable vac-
cine distribution;

• $50M for domestic 
violence prevention ser-
vices; and

· $169M for Bureau of 
Substance Addiction Ser-
vices to provide assistance 
to those who are battling 
substance addiction.

Additional programs 
and services prioritized 
by Senator DiDomenico 
include:

 • $46 million for Adult 
Basic Education Services;

• $20 million for sum-
mer jobs for at-risk youth;

• $29M for civil legal 
aid;

• $35.4M for early 
intervention services, 
and Senator DiDomeni-
co’s amendment provid-
ing $4.1M to mitigate 
fluctuations in services 
and costs caused by 
COVID-19 pandemic;

• $6.5M for pediatric 
palliative care;

• $350/child for the 
TAFDC clothing allow-
ance;

• $510K for Safe and 
Supportive Schools;

• $1.8M for Alliance of 
Boys & Girls Clubs and 
the Alliance of YMCAs;

• $250K for Operation 
A.B.L.E., employment 
training services for work-
ers over the age of 45; and

• $250K for hous-
ing relief to the cities of 
Everett and Chelsea.

This legislation is now 
before Governor Baker for 
his signature.

Rep. Joseph McGo-
nagle, vice-chair of the 
Housing committee, along 
with Chair Kevin Hon-
an of Brighton and their 
committee, are pleased 
to announce their signifi-
cant funding victories for 
Housing opportunities in 
the Fiscal Year 2021 bud-
get. 

The 2021 budget was 
passed much later this year 
and in a first ever remote 
format due to COVID-19. 

Just over $280 million 
of the $46 billion House 
budget was dedicated to 
housing priorities in the 
Commonwealth. Some of 
the major victories include 
$135 million for the Mas-
sachusetts Rental Voucher 
Program (MRVP), which 
works to maintain stabil-
ity for families and indi-
viduals who are at risk of 
being homeless and $50 
million for Residential 
Assistance for Families in 
Transition (RAFT), which 
provides families and in-
dividuals with temporary 
assistance to obtain or re-
tain housing.

“I am extremely pleased 
with how the housing pri-
orities made out in the 
2021 budget,” said Mc-
Gonagle. “Housing stabil-
ity and affordability have 
always been an important 
part of the legislature, but 
these issues became even 
more pertinent since the 
shutdown began in March. 

With many people strug-
gling to pay their bills, the 
last thing we need is more 
individuals and families 
on the street in the middle 
of a pandemic. I am hope-
ful this funding will allow 
the terrific housing orga-
nizations to keep operat-
ing and helping the Com-
monwealth. Thank you to 
Chair Honan, Speaker De-
Leo and Chair Michlewitz 
for their work on this.” 

The full breakdown 
of the housing funds in-
cludes: 

•$135 million for 
the Massachusetts 
Rental Voucher Pro-
gram (MRVP)

•$80 million for 
the public housing operat-
ing subsidy. This subsidy 
supports more than 50,000 
state public housing units. 
LHAs have done a won-
derful job keeping their 

residents healthy with in-
creased cleaning and safe-
ty protocols during this 
pandemic. 

•$50 million for Resi-
dential Assistance for Fam-
ilies in Transition (RAFT). 
This program is the core 
component of the Admin-
istration’s Eviction Diver-
sion Initiative.

•$4.1 million for Hous-
ing Consumer Education 
Centers. Nine member 
agencies statewide offer 
housing assistance, ser-
vices, and information to 
low and moderate income 
residents. These centers 
are on the front lines of 
this pandemic, connect-
ing residents with rental 
assistance and services 
they need to stay securely 
housed.

•$3.89 million for 
the Home and Healthy 
For Good Program, which 
places chronically home-
less individuals into per-
manent housing with sup-
portive services.

•$8.1 million for Alter-
native Housing Voucher 
Program, which provides 
rental assistance vouchers 
to non-elderly residents 
with disabilities.  

•$1.5 million for Ten-
ancy Preservation Pro-
gram (TPP), which acts 
as a neutral third party be-
tween a landlord and ten-
ants facing eviction and 
helps preserve tenancies 
at the housing court.

2021 Budget

DiDomenico announces strong fiscal year McGonagle, House pass important housing funding

State Rep. Joe McGonagle, 
vice chair, with Housing 
Chair Rep. Kevin Honan on 
the floor of the state House 
of Representatives after 
the passage of the State 
Budget.

Sports / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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LETTERS to the Editor

TO THE PEOPLE 
OF EVERETT

To the Editor:
Let me start by saying it 

has been a genuine honor 
to serve you, the people 
of Everett as an elected 
member of the City Coun-
cil. My representing you at 
City Hall has given me the 
opportunity to be involve 
in many of the changes 
that have shaped the prog-
ress of our community 
over the past twenty years 
including reforming the 
City Charter and downsiz-
ing city government. Even 
after the City Council 
was streamed-lined from 
25 members to 11, you 
elected me to continue to 
represent you at City Hall. 
Your faith is humbling. 

As much as I have en-
joyed serving on the City 
Council, recent personal 
events have caused me to 
reassess my service. I have 
submitted my resignation 
from the City Council in 
order to be eligible to ap-
ply for the soon to be open 
Assistant City Clerk’s 
position at City Hall. In 
addition to my years of 
involvement in city gov-
ernment, my experience 
in the private sector in fi-
nance and banking, busi-
ness, management and 
customer service round 
out the skills I would bring 
to the position. I have con-
firmed my eligibility un-
der Massachusetts State 
Law with the State Ethics 
Commission. Nothing is 
guaranteed and I will have 
to apply like any candi-
date. Resigning from the 
Council is the first step. 

In closing, I wish As-
sistant City Clerk David 
Ragucci a long and pros-
perous retirement. If ap-
pointed, I know these are 
big shoes to fill and I am 
ready for the challenge. 
To you my fellow Ever-
ett residents, I wish you a 
blessed and safe holiday 
season. Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
Stay safe!

Peter A. Napolitano

SENIOR VIRUS 
TESTING TIMES

To the Editor:
Supermarkets and oth-

er stores have established 
“Senior Hours: for the el-
derly. The cold inclement 
weather season will soon 
be here. I would ask that 

the Everett testing sites 
consider setting aside a 
designated time for the 
elderly and the handi-
capped. It is going to be 
very difficult for them to 
stand in line for a long 
period of time. I hope that 
the health agencies con-
sider some arrangements 
for them.

In the spirit of the HOL-
IDAY SEASON, maybe 
the “Younger Generation” 
would allow elderly and 
handicapped individu-
als to go in front at the 
testing sites. A happy & 
HEALTHY HOLIDAIY 
to ALL.

Thank you,
Bob Sansone

WE IMPLORE YOU 
TO SIGN S.2963

(The following letter 
was sent to Gov. Charlie 
Baker and shared with the 
media as well.)

Dear Gov. Baker: 
I am writing you on 

behalf of all of the Mem-
bers of the Mystic Val-
ley Area Branch of the 
NAACP to implore you 
to sign S.2963, An Act 
Relative to Justice, Eq-
uity, and Accountabili-
ty in Law Enforcement 
in the Commonwealth. 
We urge you to sign this 
bill immediately with no 
amendments; this bill will 
improve policing in the 
Commonwealth as well as 
help continue the fight for 
a more just society for all. 

On Saturday, Decem-
ber 5, 2020 the New En-
gland Area Conference 
of the NAACP met and 
unanimously agreed to 
uniformly support you 
signing this bill with no 
hesitation. The New En-
gland Area Conference 
of the NAACP covers all 
NAACP Branches within 
the Commonwealth, as 
well as New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Maine, and 
Rhode Island. Policing 
reform is not an issue per-
taining only to Minneso-
ta and Georgia; we need 
reform in Massachusetts 
too. It is essential that we 
be at the forefront of po-
licing reform in America. 

Although the bill could 
have been stronger on 
limiting or abolishing 
qualified immunity, the 
Legislature’s compro-
mise police reform pack-
age builds on many of 

the reforms that you have 
proposed. Additionally, it 
also includes reform mea-
sures, such as a ban on 
chokeholds, and giving 
civil-rights stakeholders 
equal representation with 
police on the police over-
sight board. These are 
common-sense reforms 
with broad public support. 

Please take this step in 
ensuring that Massachu-
setts is at the forefront of 
aiming for equality for all. 

Zane T. Crute 
President, 

Mystic Valley Area 
Branch of the NAACP 

Assistant Secretary, 
New England Area 

Conference of the 
NAACP

FINALIZE, PASS 
AND ENACT A 
COVID RELIEF 
PACKAGE

To the Editor:
With Election Day well 

behind us and most races 
settled, we renew our ur-
gent request for action to 
help stave off further job 
loss on Main Street, es-
pecially as spiking coro-
navirus cases put econo-
mies across the country 
at further risk. A COVID 
RELIEF NOW Coalition 
survey of over 1,800 cit-
ies, counties and industry 
associations finds 80% 
of respondents indicating 
their financial health has 
been impacted negatively 
by COVID-19.

The time to advance the 
next round of COVID-re-
lated economic relief is 
now, during the 2020 
lame-duck legislative ses-
sion. Our country can’t 
wait until 2021. Nine-
ty-one percent of respon-
dents believe that without 
another stimulus, their 
business, organization or 
government’s condition 
will worsen.

New jobless claims 
again exceeded 700,000. 
There are signs that a 
once-nascent jobs re-
covery has markedly 
cooled—especially at the 
lower rungs of the income 
ladder. Thirty-five percent 
of respondents to our sur-
vey say their business, or-
ganization or government 
has slashed its workforce 
due to the current eco-
nomic situation. Howev-
er, the worst may be yet 
to come: 95% of survey 

respondents believe their 
organization or industry 
will face growing chal-
lenges—or be forced to 
shutter altogether.

Revenue shortfalls are 
imperiling the delivery of 
many public services for 
both city and county gov-
ernments. In fact, most 
local governments believe 
they will face significant 
challenges in providing 
needed services.

Though certain seg-
ments of the economy 
have managed to adapt 
and thrive during the pan-
demic, others are at the 
mercy of coronavirus-re-
lated shutdowns, and have 
borne the worst of the 
economic fallout. Trav-
el, for instance—which 
encompasses segments 
like lodging and trans-
portation, but also has 
enormous downstream 
impact for industries such 
as restaurants, retail and 
business events—current-
ly accounts for more than 
a third of all U.S. unem-
ployment. Travel-sup-
ported jobs employed one 
in 10 Americans prior to 
COVID-19, but 4.5 mil-
lion of those jobs are pro-
jected to be lost by year’s 
end.

Spiking infection rates 
and new rounds of restric-
tions have profoundly di-
minished the outlook for 
an immediate economic 
recovery. Earlier rounds 
of legislative relief never 
anticipated the extend-
ed length of closures and 
protracted reopenings. 
Huge numbers of the 
most-impacted employers 
have already exhausted 
aid funds with a recov-
ery yet to materialize—or 
were left unable to access 
the relief programs to be-
gin with.

Although encouraging 
news on a vaccine offers 
a ray of light at the end of 
a long and very dark tun-
nel, under the best possi-
ble scenario it will not be 
widely available in time 
to prevent the permanent 
loss of more businesses 
and the communities they 
sustain.

A huge and diverse 
coalition of business and 
public-sector voices has 
been pleading with Wash-
ington for months to reach 
a new relief deal. Each 

HAPPY HANUKKAH
The eight-day observance of Hanukkah, also known 

as the Festival of Lights, gets underway this Thursday, 
December 10, and will culminate next Friday, Decem-
ber 18.

In summary, Hanukkah commemorates the victory of 
the Maccabees -- a group of fierce warriors who used 
guerilla tactics against an occupying army -- in 166 
BCE when the Maccabees liberated the Jewish people 
from the Greek-based rulers who essentially had out-
lawed the Jewish religion.

When the triumphant Maccabees captured the city 
of Jerusalem, they quickly entered the Holy Temple, 
tossing out the images of the Greek gods that had been 
installed there by the occupying rulers.

When the Maccabees went to light the Menorah 
candles in the Temple, they thought they only had one 
day’s worth of oil. However, the lights remained lit for 
eight days -- hence the miracle of the Festival of Lights.

Hanukkah is a joyous occasion for Jews world-wide, 
marked by large gatherings of friends and families and 
the playing of traditional games such as the dreidel and 
eating traditional foods such as latkes.

Although Hanukkah celebrations this year will be 
much more subdued than is typical because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we wish all of our Jewish friends 
a happy, healthy, and meaningful Hanukkah in 2020.

THE VIRUS IS A HUNTER -- 
AND WE ARE ITS PREY

It now has been nine months since lockdowns went 
into effect in many states, including here in Massachu-
setts on March 16. However, despite all of our previous 
efforts, the COVID-19 pandemic is surging across the 
entire United States.

The pleas of public health and government officials 
can only go so far if Americans fail to heed their warn-
ings and do not take the common-sense and easy-to-
follow steps of wearing masks, maintaining physical 
distance, and not congregating in group settings of any 
kind.

With the promise of a vaccine on the horizon, this is 
no time to let our guard down. The virus is everywhere 
and no one is safe from it. Each and every one of us 
must assume personal responsibility for the safety of 
ourselves, our families, and our friends.

The coronavirus is a living organism that is stalking 
us wherever we go and whatever we do. We are its prey 
-- and it requires that we must be ever-vigilant in order 
to avoid becoming another victim and spreading it to 
others. 

Selfishness and failure to follow the rules simply are 
not options amidst this widening pandemic.

PEARL HARBOR WAS          
79 YEARS AGO

It was 79 years ago this week -- December 7 -- that 
the nation of Japan launched its attack on Pearl Harbor.

The very next day, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
convened a joint session of Congress in which he fa-
mously declared the attack as, “A day that will live in 
infamy,” and asked Congress for a Declaration of War.

For more than two years prior to the attack, America 
had stayed out of the war that already had engulfed the 
rest of the world. By the time of the Japanese attack, 
Hitler’s Nazis had conquered all of continental Europe 
and much of Africa, while the Japanese had invaded al-
most all of Asia, save for the U.S. outposts in the Philip-
pines and other small islands in the Pacific.

Americans clung to the belief that our isolation, sep-
arated from the rest of the world by two oceans, would 
keep us out of the war. But after Pearl Harbor, we no 
longer could keep our heads buried in the sand.

The lessons of Pearl Harbor are many, but chief 
among them is that freedom isn’t free -- and that we 
always must be vigilant to recognize the forces of evil 
that seek to destroy our way of life.

See LETTERS Page 5
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restrictions are being put in 
place. 

He said that there is 
“hope” with the vaccine 
coming soon, but “we can-
not simply wait for the vac-
cine to get here.” 

Reverting back to Phase 
Three, Step One will help 
to “reduce the opportuni-
ties this virus can have to 
spread,” said Lt. Governor 
Karyn Polito. Baker ac-
knowledged that a lot has 
been asked of both residents 
and businesses over the past 
nine months, but everyone 
needs to continue to follow 
the guidelines in order to 
slow spread of the virus to 
ensure health and safety for 
all communities across the 
state. 

“Today’s announcement 
is meant to tighten up guid-
ance and to ensure that all 
residents are taking the 
proper COVID-19 preven-
tion measures, no matter 
where they are,” Polito said. 

Starting on Sunday, the 
outdoor gathering limit at 
event venues will be re-
duced from 100  people to 
50, and people hosting out-
door gatherings with more 
than 25 people “will now 
be responsible for notifying 
their local board of health,” 
Polito said. Additionally, 
the rollback requires indoor 
theaters, performance ven-
ues, and “higher contact in-
door recreation businesses” 
to close, according to the 
state, and theaters and per-
formance venues that are 
outdoors may not operate 
with more than 25% capac-
ity, and not more than 50 
people. 

Statewide, capacity lim-
its for arcades, driving and 
flight schools, gyms, librar-
ies, museums, retail, offic-
es, places of worship, lodg-
ing common areas, movie 
theaters, and gold facilities, 
will be reduced from 50 
percent to 40 percent, the 
state said. Movie theaters 
may not have more than 50 
people per theater. 

Polito said that the ad-
ministration is “hoping 
this will be a temporary 
closure,” and that they will 
“consider reopening” in-
door theaters and perfor-
mance venues” when the 
data and hospitalizations 
improve.  

Additionally, there are 
new guidelines for restau-
rants as well, including that 
masks are required at all 
times inside restaurants ex-
pect for when actively eat-
ing and drinking. No more 
than six people per table 
will be allowed, and all ta-
bles will have a 90 minute 
time limit. Also, musical 
performances at restaurants 
will no longer be allowed, 
and food court seating at 
malls will be closed. 

Polito said that residents 
should only eat at restau-
rants with people in their 
immediate household. She 
added that all social clubs 
serving food must abide by 
the restaurant guidelines. 

Inside gyms and fitness 
centers, masks are required 
at all times, and all office 
workers are also required 
to wear masks except 
when not in their own per-
sonal workspace, and the 
use of break rooms should 
be limited or eliminated. 
Polito also suggested that 
employers continue to use 
teleworking as much as 
possible to slow the spread.

“In order to beat this vi-
rus, we must all continue to 
do our part,” Polito said. 

Baker said that these 
new restrictions will help 
to prevent infection and 
the spread of the virus, 
“especially in indoor set-
tings,” and will also help to 
“reduce mobility” and the 
amount of time that people 
spend with those outside of 
their household. 

“There’s nothing more 
powerful than people play-
ing their part and under-
standing their role,” Baker 
said.  

Guest Op-ed

MBTA cuts impact on commuters

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

AoU-NE_W181590_BWH-MGH-BMC_Diversity Newspaper Ad_3.37w x 5h_Greyscale_WCROP_Print_V2_072320_HF.pdf   1   7/27/20   1:32 PM

Letters  // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

passing moment guaran-
tees more job losses and a 
hamstrung recovery.

We urge you to finalize, 
pass and enact a COVID 
relief package into law 
this year. The time for fed-
eral relief and leadership 
is now.

 Asian American Hotel
Owners  Association

Cecil Staton, 
President & CEO

American Apparel & 
Footwear Association

Stephen Lamar, 
President & CEO

American Gaming 
Association
Bill Miller, 

President & CEO 

American Hotel & 
Lodging Association

Chip Rogers, 
President & CEO

American Society of 
Association Executives

Susan Robertson, 

President & CEO

Go LIVE Together 
Coalition

Sue Sung, Director

International Council 
of Shopping Centers

Tom McGee, 
President & CEO

International 
Franchise Association 

Robert Cresanti, 
President & CEO

National Association 
of Counties

Matthew D. Chase, 
CEO/Executive Director

National Conference of 
State Legislatures

National Governors 
Association

Bill McBride, 
Executive Director

National League 
of Cities

Clarence E. Anthony, 

CEO & Executive 
Director

National Restaurant 
Association
Tom Bené, 

President & CEO

National Retail 
Federation

Matthew R. Shay, 
President & CEO

Small Business & 
Entrepreneurship 

Council
Karen Kerrigan, 

President & CEO

Society of Independent 
Show Organizers

David Audrain, 
Executive Director

The United States 
Conference of Mayors

Tom Cochran, CEO and 
Executive Director

U.S. Travel Association
Roger Dow, 

President & CEO

By the Public Transit Public Good 

Riders, Workers and Communities 

United for Transit Justice

On December 2, 2020 
we conducted a series 
IVR surveys of residents 
in communities

served by the MBTA 
during afternoon and eve-
ning hours. 467 individual 
respondents

completed the survey 
giving a Margin of Error 
of +/- 4.53%. Below are 
the topline results

of the survey.
QUESTION RE-

SPONSE RATE
1. GENDER
Male 38.9%
Female 61.1%
2. AGE
Under 30 16.1%
Between 30-49 33.6%
Between 50-65 26.6%
Over 65 23.8%
3. Have you utilized 

public transportation in 

the last two years?
HAVE used public 

transportation 57.5%
HAVE NOT used pub-

lic transportation 38.8%
UNSURE 3.7%
4. The MBTA an-

nounced it is planning 
millions of dollars in cuts 
to its services and

staff. Do you support 
cuts to public transporta-
tion funding?

OPPOSE 67.0%
SUPPORT 16.4%
UNSURE 16.6%
5. If the MBTA cuts 

millions of dollars in 
funding from the system, 
are you

CONCERNED about 
the impact it will have on 
SAFETY for riders and 
workers?

ARE CONCERNED 
70.0%

ARE NOT CON-
CERNED 21.8%

UNSURE 8.3%

6. If the MBTA cuts 
millions of dollars in 
funding from the system, 
are you

CONCERNED about 
the impact it will have 
on the ability of frontline 
workers to

get to their jobs?
ARE CONCERNED 

75.8%
ARE NOT CON-

CERNED 16.6%
UNSURE 7.7%
7. If the MBTA cuts 

millions of dollars in 
funding from the system, 
are you

CONCERNED about 
the impact it will have on 
local businesses and on a 
postpandemic

economic recovery?
ARE CONCERNED 

69.9%
ARE NOT CON-

CERNED 22.0%
UNSURE 8.1%
(end of survey)

Mayor Carlo DeMaria is thankful for Carmen A. Schiavo & Associates for their generous do-
nation to our annual holiday toy drive.  “The Schiavo Club has been more than generous 
with the city and I am grateful for their helping hand,” DeMaria said.  The Schiavo Club is 
named after Carmen A. Schiavo, a U.S Marine corporal who was killed in action in Okinawa 
during WWII. It was founded with a mission to help support veterans.  The Schiavo Club 
is known for their generosity, from donating its hall for events and functions, food and 
money to support many local businesses and causes. In 2019, the Schiavo Club donated 
over $36,000 to toy drives, Thanksgiving and the Brandon Conde fundraiser. Most recent-
ly, the Schiavo club donated another $200 to veterans’ services, handed out 260 meals on 
Thanksgiving Day and donated hundreds of toys for the annual holiday toy drive.  “Thank 
you for everything you have done for our city and residents,” DeMaria said. Pictured are 
Paul Ruggiero (left), Mayor Carlo DeMaria (left center), Joe Rescigno (right center), and 
Rich Auger (right) surrounded by The Schiavo Cluc’s toy donation.

Led by the Everett City Council in partnership with the Everett City Clerk Sergio Corne-
lio, Mayor Carlo DeMaria, Senator Sal DiDomenico, the Everett School Department, GTA 
Landscaping, Attorney Anthony Rossi & Associates, and Ken Magno, proprietor of The 
Coldcut Factory, donated 90 full turkey family meals to residents in Everett. The meals 
were delivered the day before Thanksgiving. “It’s important to for the community to come 
together to help those in need,” said Mayor Carlo DeMaria. “The holidays can be a tough 
time for those less fortunate, and I am proud of the community for uniting for this worthy 
cause. This year has made the holiday season more challenging for some families, and I am 
happy to lend a helping hand.” The residents who received these meals were very grateful 
for the assistance. The City of Everett has committed to provide assistance to the commu-
nity this holiday season through the Holiday Assistance Program. Residents can apply for 
assistance on December 10th and December 11th from 9am-11am at the Connolly Center.

THANK YOU, SCHIAVO CLUB

COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER 
TO SUPPORT THOSE IN NEED

day. With the ability to be 
mobile on the SmartCare 
unit, it makes their team 
even more valuable.

“There is a lot of dis-
cussion right now about 
the roll out, but we’d cer-
tainly be able to help with 
the distribution,” he said. 
“Certainly paramedics are 
a population that are be-
ing considered and would 
be available to do the 
COVID-19 vaccinations.”

SmartCare, howev-
er, has already proven its 
worth during COVID-19 
and has gotten high praise 
from physicians, partic-
ularly in Emergency De-
partment settings. Right 
now, they are deployed 
to do testing in commu-
nities around the area, in-
cluding Everett. Prior to 
that, SmartCare worked 
in its traditional role to 
take medicine to patients. 
Using remote technolo-
gy, paramedics were able 
to interact with patients 
at their home and with a 
physician online to pro-
vide monitoring and care. 
Though they began that 
service in the summer of 
2019, it became well-po-

sitioned to really help in 
COVID-19 as it allowed 
vulnerable patients to get 
in-person care without 
having to travel to a hos-
pital and be exposed to the 
virus.

“SmartCare really was 
a service to fill in the gaps 
in patient care that utilized 
the skill set of a paramedic 
and adjust slightly to the 
role of a paramedic and 
be a home care provid-
er,” said Cataldo. “When 
it came to COVID-19, it 
became useful for several 
patients to be able to get 
care and not have to travel 
to the Emergency Room if 
not necessary.”

SmartCare units are 
able to visit the home, do 
an assessment of the pa-
tient, and then bring the 
physician in online. There, 
the physician can consult 
with the patient and the 
paramedic and provide 
services quickly. In the 
past, that could have been 
a very long series of events 
– making an appointment, 
coming to the hospital two 
weeks later and then get-
ting a resolution.

Hoffenberg said they 

have increased their calls 
by 500 percent a month 
since starting last year, 
and some of their custom-
ers now include the largest 
medical institutions in the 
United States.

“They’re starting to 
recognize the depth of 
care we can provide for 
patients and contribute to 
their overall health,” he 
said. “With little market-
ing and notoriety, we’ve 
grown quite a bit.”

Now, after having prov-
en so valuable in COVID 
and now becoming a key 
testing service, they are 
poised to be a key partic-
ipant in what could be an 
historic delivery of medi-
cine to the public.

“I think it will be a 
small runway where there 
is a little hesitancy for 
some to accept the vac-
cine as being safe and re-
liable for everyone,” said 
Cataldo. “There are cer-
tain populations where the 
benefit far outweighs the 
concerns…I think every-
one would agree all eyes 
are on this thing.”

Cataldo / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the matter, but that is a 
formality as the Charter is 
specific in saying the 6th 
place finisher is automati-
cally the new councilor on 
a vacancy.

“By his vote, he au-
tomatically gets it,” said 
Cornelio. “It goes to a vote 

of the Council, but the 
Charter says they ‘shall’ 
vote for that candidate. It 
is a formality vote really. 
He automatically receives 
it according to the Charter 
because he was 6th and 
had more than 20 percent 
of the ballots cast.”

The Council has 30 
days to take the action of 
voting Dell Isola in and 
swearing him into office. 
Cornelio said they were 
contemplating taking that 
action on Monday, Dec. 
14, but the agenda hadn’t 
yet been set.

Council / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Baker / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Always There For You
    ERA MILLENNIUM
 291 FERRY ST., EVERETT    617-389-1101    •    617-784-7500

www.ERAmillennium.com

SELLERS CALL TODAY 
FOR A FREE HOME 

MARKET ANALYSIS. 
CALL TODAY!

Pasquale (Pat) Roberto,
Broker/Owner

Always There For You
    ERA MILLENNIUM
 291 FERRY ST., EVERETT    617-389-1101    •    617-784-7500

www.ERAmillennium.com

SELLERS CALL TODAY 
FOR A FREE HOME 

MARKET ANALYSIS. 
CALL TODAY!

Pasquale (Pat) Roberto,
Broker/Owner

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Vu, Nguyenhoangan      Basteri, Nicholas R   88 Grover St            $587,000
Maltez, Jose F           Carleton, Joan M 17 Russell St                   $398,000
Aguilar, Francisco J      Banjade, Gaurav 6 Staples Ave               $527,000

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM
Your Local Garage since 1942

Tom DiGregorio - Owner      •      Paul Florio - Head Mechanic
88 Broadway, Revere • (781) 284-4675

Broadway Broadway 
MotorsMotors

ready your vehicleready your vehicle
for a new england for a new england 
winterwinter • Complete winterize 

inspection
• Grease oil filters 

$3500

• Inspection stickers
• Brakes & Fluids 
Antifreeze

The City flipped the 
switch on its holiday 
and Christmas décor on 
Thursday, Dec. 3, blanket-
ing the city with colorful 
lights at parks, along ma-
jor thoroughfares and in 
Everett Square. Some new 
lights have been added, 
and Wehner Park was offi-
cially unveiled for its first 
holiday season after major 
renovations closed it until 
last month. 

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 

said it was a non-tradi-
tional celebration, but that 
next year would be differ-
ent.

“Tonight was untradi-
tional, but I am so grate-
ful to stand with my wife 
Stacy and Bishop Brown 
to light our Christmas 
tree in Everett Square, a 
long-standing tradition 
- - Everett’s tradition,” 
he said. “Because of the 
current circumstances, I 
was unable to invite our 

community to join us. I’m 
hopeful next year will be 
different. On behalf of 
my family and I, we hope 
your holiday season is 
filled with joy, gratitude, 
and of course social dis-
tancing. I look forward to 
coming together next year 
as a community to light 
our tree and celebrate the 
progress that has been 
made.”

PHOTOS BY SETH DANIEL

Wehner Park was brightly lit with tree lights and a colorful Christmas tree – looking like a 
holiday oasis as one drove towards Malden.

The Wehner Park Christmas tree brought a splash of the holidays to the northern side of 
Everett this year in the new, fully-renovated park.

At the old Everett High School lawn, a Christmas village decked out in colorful lights 
brightened up that area of Broadway.

The gigantic Christmas tree in Everett Square was a beacon in these difficult times, illumi-
nating the Square along with several other decorations.

Join Us in sharing 
photos of your Furry 

Friends in their
Christmas best!

Please text or email 
your photos to 

promo@reverejournal.com
Please include which paper you want 

to be published in & the name(s) of 
individuals pictured

✶

But the Holiday But the Holiday 
Spirit is alive & well!Spirit is alive & well!

Published in the East Boston Times, Revere Journal, Everett Independent, Chelsea Record, 
Winthrop Sun Transcript, Lynn Journal and Charlestown Patriot-Bridge

DEADLINE 
TO SUBMIT

PHOTOS TO
BE PUBLISHEDFRI. DEC. 18th WEDS. DEC. 23rd

Jolly Old Saint Nick won’t be 
making any appearances for 
photos this year

EVERETT OFFICIALS HOLD HOLIDAY TREE-LIGHTING

Specializing  in Coins, Comics, 
Sport’s Cards & Stamps

PB MARKETPLACE
                    SINCE 1985

We Buy it All —— Big or Small!

paul.crowley@comcast.net

Holding onto any double Eagle Gold coins?

Call Paul   617-791-5274

$$$$

gold is at an all time high!

Holding 
onto a gem?
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Last week, several members of the business community came together to wish the Everett 
Fire Department a happy holiday season and thank them for their service to the communi-
ty. Charles Zammuto of Legacy Building & Development, Alfred Lattanzi of Everett Supply 
& True Value, Trevor Laliberte of TDL Landscaping and City Councilor Anthony DiPierro vis-
ited Central Fire Station to present each member of the department a gift bag filled with 
unique firefighter trinkets and holiday ornaments that can be brought home and enjoyed 
with their families.

COURTESY PHOTOS

It’s that time of the year again and the Everett Po-
lice are not letting COVID-19 stop them from spreading 
good will and a little cheer throughout the city. Everett 
Police kicked off its 25 Days of Christmas last week, 
ready to brighten the faces of children around Everett 
in these trying times. The effort has been a staple of 
Christmas for officers in the Everett Police Department 
for several years.

Officer Frank Nuzzo helped get the effort going last week 
by looking for some of Everett’s finest young residents. 
Officers will be on the lookout for kids being good this 
season to reward them spontaneously with gifts.

On the third day of Christmas, the School Resource Offi-
cers were lucky enough to run into little Jamilla, who was 
so excited to receive a little gift from EPD.

Books, Jewelry and Teddy Bears - oh my! On the fourth 
day of the 25 Days of Christmas, last Friday, Officer Nicole 
O’Donnell  and Officer Frank Nuzzo greeted this young 
lady who was happy to see them.

The Teamsters Local 25 members and retirees are holding their annual Holiday Toy Drive 
to help children in need have a happy Christmas. The region’s largest Teamsters union 
kicked off the drive by purchasing the first wave of toys at Target in Everett. Pictured at 
the kickoff are, from left, Bob McAllister, Cory DiLoreto, Paul Weiskel, Bill Grubbs, Local 25 
Field Representative Mike Halley, and Local 25 Retiree Chapter President Joe Conti.

Jolly Old Saint Nick won’t be 
making any appearances for 
photos this year
But the Holiday Spirit is alive and well!But the Holiday Spirit is alive and well!

Join Us in sharing old photos 
with Santa Claus! 

Photos of Christmases Past
and Photos of your 
Holiday Spirit from 
the comforts of home

Please text or email 
your photos to 

promo@reverejournal.com
Please include which paper you want 

to be published in & the name(s) of 
individuals pictured

✶

Published in the East Boston Times, Revere Journal, Everett Independent, Chelsea Record, 
Winthrop Sun Transcript, Lynn Journal and Charlestown Patriot-Bridge

DEADLINE 
TO SUBMIT

PHOTOS TO
BE PUBLISHEDFRI. DEC. 18th WEDS. DEC. 23rd

Staff Report

City leaders are cheer-
ing the announcement on 
Monday by Mayor Car-
lo DeMaria to initiate a 
City-sponsored emergen-
cy housing assistance pro-
gram for rental assistance, 
mortgage assistance and 
emergency housing assis-
tance – a program called 
for by some City Coun-
cilors last month when 
it became apparent the 
state’s RAFT program 
was causing residents to 
fall through the cracks.

Mayor DeMaria an-
nounced that starting 
Monday, the City will 
be providing rental as-
sistance, mortgage as-
sistance, and emergency 
housing assistance to Ev-
erett residents in need. 
The following application 
must be submitted to the 
City by 5 p.m. on Decem-
ber 22. The application 
can be found here: http://
everettcares.cityofeverett.
com/covid-19-aid-appli-
cation/. Residents looking 
for additional assistance, 
other than housing, can 
fill out the application and 
specify what their needs 
are and the City will do 
whatever we can to meet 
those needs.

“I am extremely happy 
to see our own City Fund 
come into fruition,” said 
Councilor Stephanie Mar-
tins. “I have repeatedly 
talked about the need for 
our own fund in Everett 
given the inefficiency of 
the state in addressing the 
issue in a timely manner 
and making funds really 
accessible to residents in 
need of immediate assis-
tance. The guidelines left 
people behind and the tim-

ing was unacceptable.
“In November, Coun-

cilor McLaughlin and I 
made a big ask to allocate 
$2 million from Free Cash 
to establish a fund,” she 
continued. “We have had 
the opportunity to meet 
with the Administration 
and CFO to explore other 
options to implement the 
request and address the 
need.”

Councilor Michael Mc-
Laughlin said he was glad 
to see the administration 
take action on this pro-
gram. 

“I have supported this 
since day one because 
there are many that could 
fall through the cracks 
now that the moratorium 
has been lifted on evic-
tions and foreclosures in 
the state courts,” he said. 
“There is nothing more 
important right now than 
supporting all of our resi-
dents and making sure no 
one gets left behind or lost 
in the shuffle. Right now, 
housing is critical for our 
community.”

Those unable to fill out 
the application electron-
ically may come to City 
Hall during normal busi-
ness hours to fill out a hard 
copy of the application. 
Please bring copies of all 
supporting documentation 
when applying. 

Documentation must 
include proof that you 
are behind on your rent 
or mortgage, a printed 
bank statement and/or two 
paystubs from the last 30 
days of unemployment. If 
you are unable to provide 
a printed bank statement 
please upload a signed 
attestation stating “I, 
     (printed name)am unable 
to pay my rent/mortgage 

EVERETT POLICE KICK-OFF THEIR 25 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

SPREADING HOLIDAY CHEER TEAMSTERS LOCAL 25 BEGIN HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE

City introduces new municipal housing assistance program, supplements state efforts
due to COVID19 and do not have 
the ability to provide a bank state-
ment.” Please include signature and 
date. This documentation will be 
necessary to complete the applica-
tion process.

For housing assistance, the City 
of Everett is partnering with ABCD 
to use a portion of the City’s CARES 
Act funding to provide financial re-
lief to residents and families that 
are in immediate danger of losing 
housing due to financial hardship 
created by the pandemic. The City 

will refer approved applicants to 
ABCD, who will contact those res-
idents and work with them to have 
checks issued directly to the tenant’s 
landlord or to the homeowner’s 
mortgage company. The City antic-
ipates that if applicants provide all 
the information they need on the ap-
plication, residents will have a rent 
or mortgage payment made within 
a week of the process starting the 
process. The City will provide up to 
$5,000 per individual resident or up 
to $10,000 in assistance for families. 

Applications will be processed on a 
first come, first served basis until 
the City has exhausted the $1.3 mil-
lion in relief funds or December 30, 
2020, whichever comes first.

Everett now follows the lead of 
Chelsea, which began a munici-
pal rental assistance program last 
summer and is now on their second 
round of that program. Additional-
ly, the City has allocated $1 million 
for a Homeowner Stabilization Pro-
gram that will be distributed to own-
er-occupants in January.
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CHELSEA EATS 
PROGRAM      
ROLLS OUT

CHELSEA - The Chel-
sea Eats debit card pro-
gram – one of the first such 
municipal programs in the 
nation - has been nearly 
fully deployed for those 
who won the chance in 
the lottery last month, that 
allowed 2,000 residents to 
get a set amount loaded 
on their new cards every 
month through March.

After a number of lo-
gistical issues that had to 
be ironed out, City Man-
ager Tom Ambrosino said 
the Chelsea Eats program 
started in earnest last week 
just before Thanksgiving, 
when the first amount was 
deposited onto the cards. 
The cards are procured 
through a Visa provider 
and can be used at any 
store in the region.

“We distributed the 
cards to residents at City 
Hall the week before 
Thanksgiving,” he said. 
“We distributed about 
1,500 cards of the 2,000 
cards that we announced 
to lottery winners. We 
loaded that batch of cards 
with the first installment 
of money on the Tuesday 
before Thanksgiving and 
so far everything is going 
well.”

The City has commit-
ted to funding the first 
two months, including 
last Tuesday’s money and 
another loading in De-
cember before Christmas. 
Meanwhile, two donors 
have submitted large do-
nations to the City to fund 
the months of January and 
February.

“That should get people 
to the end of March and 
hopefully there is a vac-
cine and everyone is able 
and everyone is back to 
work,” he said. 

The donations came 
from the Shah Family 
Foundation and the Unit-
ed Way, both of which 
like the idea of Universal 
Basic Income. Ambrosi-
no said he isn’t so much 
interested in that, but says 
it could help them secure 
more funding for beyond 
March.

“It’s possible we could 
get more donations for 
that concept, but for now 
we can get people to 
March,” he added.

The card is provided 
by Prepaid Expense Card 
Solutions, Inc. out of 
New York, and they have 
been a good partner with 
the City on this trailblaz-
ing program. He said the 
City would incur less than 
$10,000 in fees for the 
program, which officially 
can go until June 30, 2021 
if there is funding.

Those who have the 
card get a set amount 
based on family size, Am-
brosino said. Those with 
three or more in a family 
get $400 per load, two in a 
family get $300 and a sin-
gle person gets $200.

The lottery was weight-
ed to favor those who had 
more children, who were 
elderly, disabled, veterans 
or were in deep poverty. 
There was also a check for 
those who were already 
receiving state or feder-
al public assistance. No 
one qualified unless they 
were under 100 percent of 
the federal poverty line, 
which is about 30 percent 
of AMI in Greater Boston.

Ambrosino said there 
are about 500 cards that 
weren’t picked up and 
they have reached out 
to those individuals, but 
their contact information 
isn’t helping. Letters have 
gone out, but it is assumed 
many moved on since the 
application period last Au-
gust. Anyone not living in 
Chelsea does not qualify 
for the program.

CITY COUNCIL 
SETS TAX RATE

CHELSEA - The Chel-
sea City Council took ev-
ery measure in protecting 
homeowners with rising 
tax bills in setting the tax 
rate at its regular meet-
ing – but did so with a 
warning that next year 
those tools won’t be in the 
toolbox if people are still 
struggling with the fallout 
from the pandemic.

The Council applied 
the maximum commer-

cial shift of 175 percent 
to commercial property 
and away from residential 
property in an 11-0 vote, a 
move allowed by law and 
applied virtually every 
year.

That said, Council Pres-
ident Roy Avellaneda re-
minded everyone that this 
usual shift does create a 
hardship for small busi-
ness owners – particularly 
this year when stores and 
commercial offices are sit-
ting vacant at higher rates.

“I want us to all be 
cognizant this shift does 
unfairly burden the small 
commercial owners,” he 
said. “I think of Madelyn 
Garcia who bought a com-
mercial building in Cary 
Square and has $20,000 
worth of taxes. To over-
come that tax burden 
means you’ll need to make 
10 times that amount in 
revenue. She has to get 
$200,000 in revenue to get 
that. It’s easy to shift to 
the commercial side, but 
we have to think about be-
ing fair to the small guy as 
well as the homeowner.”

As well, the Council 
voted 11-0 to set the own-
er-occupant residential tax 
exemption at 35 percent – 
a rise of five percent and 
higher than the City had 
planned for. The City had 
been carefully rolling out 
that tax savings over five 
years and was expected to 
go to 32 percent this year, 
and 35 percent next year.

However, City Manag-
er Tom Ambrosino said 
he recommended the 35 
percent owner-occupant 
fee so that residents could 
have maximum savings 
during this difficult time 
in Chelsea.

“The maximum amount 
we can give is 35 percent 
and over the time I’ve 
been on the Council we’ve 
upped it consistently,” 
said Councilor Damali 
Vidot. “However, after we 
apply this one there is no 
more room left to give any 
higher tax breaks. I want 
to urge this administration 
to do what it can. We’re 
carrying burdens right 
now that, quite frankly, no 
municipality should have 
to carry. At this point, 

we’ve exhausted all the 
tools in the toolbox.”

That program erases 
35 percent of the value 
of a residential property 
that is owner occupied, up 
to a three-family home. 
That results in substantial 
savings on the tax bill for 
those homeowners oc-
cupying their homes in 
Chelsea.

That 35 percent, as 
Vidot said, is the maxi-
mum amount allowed by 
state law, a law that was 
changed in Chelsea’s favor 
some years ago by Avella-
neda. He said that effort 
was a second go-around 
for the savings, and he had 
tried previously with for-
mer Councilor Stan Troisi 
and they were rejected at 
the State House.

He said it was a “spe-
cial moment” to be able to 
have that savings to give, 
and thanked Troisi for 
getting the ball rolling so 
many years ago

With all savings applied 
and shifted, the residential 
tax rate was set at $13.62 
per $1,000 of value. The 
commercial rate came in 
at $26.65.

The largest tax in-
crease is expected to hit 
two-family and three-fam-
ily homeowners this year.

The Council has been 
submitted a request from 
Ambrosino to transfer 
$750,000 into the new 
Homeowner Stabilization 
Fund to help those with 
increasing residential tax-
es to get assistance. That 
program would likely roll 
out in January, and the 
Council is set to vote on 
the transfer at the Dec. 14 
meeting. They are expect-
ed to approve it.

•GETTING THE VAL-
UES RIGHT

One of the main issues 
on Monday night, and 
back to last year, was the 
questions raised by Avel-
laneda, Vidot and Coun-
cilor Giovanni Recupero 
about the valuations of 
multi-unit buildings of 
eight units or more.

Avellaneda has con-
sistently said those larger 
buildings are undervalued 
in his estimation, and Vi-
dot and Recupero have 
agreed with that. 

“Those values are not 
up to the proper value in 
my opinion compared to 
how well they do on small-
er properties,” he said. 
“We have to no disagree-
ment with how they val-
ue singles, two-families, 
condos and three-families. 
But we feel there is a lot of 
catching up to do with the 
others. That under-valua-
tion puts an unfair burden 
on the smaller residential 
properties.”

Vidot also stressed that 
she would like the Asses-
sor’s Department to look 
to an outside consultant or 
find a way to address these 
values.

“We have to make sure 
these bigger commercial 
buildings are being held 
accountable and paying 
their fair share so the bur-
den is not on our residen-
tial or small business own-
ers,” she said. “We don’t 
have any more to give.”

Avellaneda said he 
would like to see a con-
sultant brought on this 
year, particularly after 
Ambrosino announces the 
hiring of a new permanent 
City Assessor in the com-
ing months.

“The clock starts tick-
ing today for the Asses-
sor’s to do a better job 
with these identified prop-
erties in that sector so we 
don’t have this problem 
next year,” he said.

Ambrosino said they 
would be paying closer at-
tention next year to those 
values.

“I think that will be 
the focus of attention in 
the next year,” he said. 
“We’re in the process of 
naming a new Chair of the 
Board of Assessors. That 
will be the top priority for 
that new person. When we 
present a tax rate next No-
vember I hope we can say 
with confidence those val-
ues are accurate.”

PLANS FOR PIERS 
PARK PHASE III 
DISCUSSED 

East Boston  - Two 
years ago, the Massachu-
setts Trustees of Reserva-
tion (MTR) submitted the 
only bid to Massport’s call 

for a private/public part-
ner to come forward and 
help fund the design and 
construction of Piers Park 
Phase III. 

The dilapidated pier 
adjacent to Massport’s 
award-winning Piers Park 
and the future Piers Park 
Phase II is being eyed by 
Massport as the future site 
of a third waterfront park.

Last week, MTR’s Nick 
Black and Amy Eynatian 
briefed residents on where 
Massport and the MTR 
are in the process. 

“We’re going around 
talking to a number of 
neighborhood associa-
tions about our plans,” 
said Black. “The reason 
why we’re here tonight is 
an effort that we’ve been 
working on for about 
three or four years now 
to do something differ-
ent and create something 
new within the City of 
Boston. What we’re real-
ly trying to do is create a 
network of green public 
open space that is an icon-
ic world class type of des-
tination--a park that really 
supports the community’s 
needs and provides access 
to the waterfront in a pub-
lic way. We’re also trying 
to really bring some value 
to Boston’s climate resil-
iency goals and the issues 
we face in terms of storm 
surge and sea level rise. 
We’re all trying to do this 
in a financially feasible 
manner which would be 
great.”

MTR operates 120 
miles of protected coast-
line, which includes over 
60 miles of trails, and a 
bunch of beaches and all 
sorts of other natural habi-
tats in the state. 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

See METRO NEWS Page 10
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Revere Journal, The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times 
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our December editions: 

Many of our readers 
will find themselves 

celebrating the Holidays 
from their own 
homes safely.
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By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

We ARE reopenING Aug. 3We ARE reopenING Aug. 3rdrd

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
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NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Home for theHome for the  Holidays?Holidays?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs
Now through February, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 

MASSPORT DONATES HUNDREDS 
OF ITEMS TO VETERANS

Massport employees in front of the Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea 
giving out donated personal care items to the veterans.
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LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

REGIS STUDENTS 
MAKE THE    
DEAN’S LIST

Regis College is pleased 
to announce that 603 stu-
dents made the Dean’s List 
for academic achievement 
for the 2020 spring semes-
ter. The following students  
were among those who 
made the dean’s list.

* Darcie Dupre, of Ev-
erett, class of 2023.

* Diana Concannon, of 
Everett, class of 2022.

To be eligible for the 
Dean’s List as a senior, ju-
nior or sophomore at Re-
gis, a student must have a 
semester grade point aver-
age (GPA) of at least 3.50. 
For first-year students, a 
semester GPA of at least 
3.25 must be attained.

“I am very pleased to 
see so many of our stu-
dents excelling across the 
university,” said Regis 
College Vice President of 
Academic Affairs, Mary 
Erina Driscoll, PhD. “The 
Dean’s List and the di-
versity of academic dis-
ciplines speak to a ded-
icated student body and 
to a faculty that promotes 
intellectual curiosity and 
achievement.”

Regis College is a 
coed, Catholic university 
12 miles west of Boston 
in Weston, Mass. With 
over 3,000 undergradu-
ate, graduate, and doc-
toral students enrolled on 
campus and in fully online 
graduate programs, Regis 
provides an academically 
rigorous education with-
in the schools of nursing, 
arts and sciences, busi-
ness and communication, 
and health sciences. The 
Young School of Nursing 
at Regis has consistently 
been recognized by the 
National League of Nurs-
ing as a Center of Excel-
lence in Nursing Educa-
tion. In line with Regis’ 
mission of providing inno-
vative, industry-focused 
learning opportunities, 
the university offers aca-
demic partnerships with 
hospitals and local em-
ployers, a clinical dental 
center in Waltham, Mass., 
and bachelor’s completion 
and accelerated nursing 
programs at its campus 
in Lawrence, Mass. The 
university’s 20 NCAA Di-
vision III athletic teams 
compete within the Great 
Northeast Athletic Con-
ference (GNAC). Inspired 
by the social justice values 

of its founders, the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph of Bos-
ton, Regis engages with 
service initiatives within 
the local community and 
around the world. Visit 
https://www.regiscollege.
edu/ to learn more.

THUY NGUYEN 
INDUCTED INTO 
THE HONOR 
SOCIETY OF PHI 
KAPPA PHI

Thuy Nguyen of Ever-
ett,  was recently initiat-
ed into The Honor Soci-
ety of Phi Kappa Phi, the 
nation’s oldest and most 
selective all-discipline 
collegiate honor society. 
Nguyen was initiated at 
MCPHS University.

Nguyen is among ap-
proximately 30,000 stu-
dents, faculty, profession-
al staff and alumni to be 
initiated into Phi Kappa 
Phi each year. Member-
ship is by invitation only 
and requires nomination 
and approval by a chapter. 
Only the top 10 percent 
of seniors and 7.5 per-
cent of juniors are eligible 
for membership. Gradu-
ate students in the top 10 
percent of the number of 
candidates for graduate 
degrees may also qualify, 
as do faculty, professional 
staff and alumni who have 
achieved scholarly dis-
tinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was 
founded in 1897 under 
the leadership of under-
graduate student Marcus 
L. Urann who had a desire 
to create a different kind 
of honor society: one that 
recognized excellence in 
all academic disciplines. 
Today, the Society has 
chapters on more than 325 
campuses in the United 
States and the Philippines. 
Its mission is “To recog-
nize and promote academ-
ic excellence in all fields 
of higher education and to 
engage the community of 
scholars in service to oth-
ers.”

More About Phi Kappa 
Phi

Since its founding, more 
than 1.5 million members 
have been initiated into 
Phi Kappa Phi. Some of 
the organization’s notable 
members include former 
President Jimmy Carter, 
NASA astronaut Wendy 
Lawrence, novelist John 
Grisham and YouTube 
co-founder Chad Hurley. 

Each year, Phi Kappa 
Phi awards $1 million to 
outstanding students and 
members through grad-
uate and dissertation fel-
lowships, undergraduate 
study abroad grants, fund-
ing for post-baccalaureate 
development, and grants 
for local, national and in-
ternational literacy initia-
tives. For more informa-
tion about Phi Kappa Phi, 
visit www.phikappaphi.
org.

SEVEN EVERETT 
RESIDENTS NAMED 
TO HONOR ROLL 
AT BC HIGH

Boston College High 
School is proud to an-
nounce that the follow-
ing students from Everett 
have been named to the 
school’s First Quarter 
Honor Roll.  

BC High successfully 
reopened for in-person 
learning this past Septem-
ber using a hybrid model, 
with two cohorts of stu-
dents coming onto campus 
on alternating weeks. This 
model provided all BC 
High students with com-
pletely synchronous learn-
ing opportunities through-
out the fall, regardless of 
whether the student was 
at school or at home. The 
school also implemented 
extensive safety proto-
cols to help keep students, 
faculty, staff, and others 
safe and healthy during 
the global pandemic, and 
plans to continue offering 
in-person instruction in 
January.

1st Quarter High Hon-
ors

For High Honors a 
Sophomore, Junior, and 
Senior must have at least 
a 3.80 quality point aver-
age and all grades “C+” 
or higher. Freshmen need 
a 3.6 quality point aver-
age and all grades “C+” or 
higher.

• Antoine Fauche
• Santiago Vasquez
• Christian Topinio
• Christopher Affonso
• Cristian Salvador
1st Quarter Honors
For Honors a Sopho-

more, Junior, and Senior 
must have at least a 3.20 
quality point average and 
all grades “C-” or higher. 
Freshmen need a 3.165 
quality point average and 
all grades “C-” or higher.

• Colin Mastrocola
• Matthew Escobar 

Cedeno

Mystic Valley Regional Charter School held a socially-distanced annual National Honor So-
ciety Induction recently as 21 members of the classes of 2021 and 2022 joined the ranks.  
National Honor Society membership rewards stout academic achievement.  In addition 
at MVRCS, members of NHS are extremely active in student life, helping to host dances 
and raising money for worthy causes. “I am extremely proud of these 21 young men and 
women for their entrance to the National Honor Society,” MVRCS Assistant Director Mr. 
Matthew Stone said.  “This achievement won’t be the first and certainly won’t be the last 
for them as they continue to excel in a multitude of areas.”  Everett - Darnelle Felisier
Pictured, NHS co-advisor Mrs. Elena Henreckson looks on as Mr. Matthew Stone delivers 
remarks at the 2020 National Honor Society induction ceremony.

MVRCS INDUCTS 21 INTO NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
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By Seth Daniel

In the digital highway, 
Everett’s stuck in the slow 
lane.

A new study of median 
downloads speeds across 
the state by the Metropoli-
tan Area Planning Council 
(MAPC) showed that Ev-
erett has the second slowest 
speeds in Greater Boston, 
just barely behind Chelsea 
and exponentially behind 
places like Wellesley and 
Weston.

Everett registered an av-
erage of 38.91 Megabits 
per second, which was only 
slightly higher than Chel-
sea’s 35.56. It was far be-
low neighbors like Revere 
(50.38) and Malden (54.82), 
and exponentially slower 
than Wellesley (141.08) and 
Weston (234.46). It is, for 
most, confirmation of some-
thing that’s been known 
for quite some time, and 
something that COVID-19 
has made more apparent as 
students struggle with con-
nectivity in the all-remote 
schooling and workers con-
fined to their homes fre-
quently get kicked offline. 
Even expensive equipment 
can’t fix the issues, as it’s 
likely an infrastructure prob-
lem caused by years of City 
Council fighting with pro-
viders and the overall inequi-
table investment in urban ar-
eas by providers that seems 
to be a trend in the study.

Ryan Kelly, Josh Eichen 
and Matthew Zagaja of 
MAPC said they took on 
the study to find out about 
things that matter to people 
right now – such as internet 
speeds. The goal is to expand 
on the information, add more 
data, and help municipalities 
to solve these problems so 
good access to something 
as important as the Internet 
isn’t determined by one’s zip 
code.

“We very quickly identi-
fied digital access as some-
thing we wanted to study,” 
said Eichen. “It enables ed-
ucation, access to healthcare, 
the ability to fill out unem-
ployment claims, access to 
housing support services and 
food security – all of this is 
online now. It’s very import-
ant, now more than ever, to 
get access.

The speed tests were ac-
cessed via an open data set 
from Measurement Lab, said 
Zagaja. While many haven’t 
heard of Measurement Lab, 
it is the standard speed test 
used by Google. So, there is 
a ton of data and they ana-
lyzed those speed tests, iso-
lated them to each zip code 
and ran through data from 
January to late November. In 
analyzing the data, they were 
able to tell if the speed test 
was done due to a problem 
with the internet that was 
fixed later. So, repair situa-
tions weren’t included in the 
overall averages. 

“It gives us a baseline of 
the numbers of individuals 
having an issue,” he said.

Kelly added they not only 
want to help municipalities 
fix their digital issues, but 
also they want to help them 
gather information to know 
exactly what their prob-
lems are. He said many of 
the software companies and 
platforms used by munici-
palities have all kinds of con-
nectivity data, and that can 
be asked for in contracts or 
agreements with those com-
panies. Having that data, he 
said, will only help identify 
issues.

“We’re also trying to em-
power municipalities to get 
their own date and improve 
the lives of their residents,” 
he said.

They are also looking for 
all kinds of partners in ad-
dition to City government, 
including community based 
organizations, school dis-
tricts, health care providers 
and community develop-
ment corporations to name 
a few.

Eichen said one of the 
lenses of the study focuses on 
equity, and in many low-in-
come urban areas, there isn’t 
enough investment in digital 
access by providers. That is 
a trend by Internet provid-
ers to offer better service in 
wealthier suburban commu-
nities, a trend borne out by 
the MAPC data.

“MAPC as an organiza-
tion has a major focus on 
equity,” he said. “We want 
to encourage development 
and ensure that individuals 
don’t have their economic 
mobility become stunted be-
cause of lack of access that is 
a central issue.”

School Committeeman 
Frank Parker said this is one 
example – especially now 
with remote learning – of 
how inequity in education 
hits a community like Ev-
erett in ways that it doesn’t 
elsewhere.

“The proof is in the pud-
ding here,” he said. “The 
more we try to be equitable, 
the more we discover how 
inequitable we are. Low in-
come districts like Everett 
and Chelsea consistently fall 
behind the eight ball, and this 
shows us one reason why.”

Councilor Stephanie 
Martins has frequently been 
critical of the City’s internet 
service, and called on the 
Council to declare the bad 
service a public health crisis 
last month. She said she fre-
quently hears from parents 
whose children are having 
trouble learning despite new 
equipment provided by the 
schools – not to mention her 
own struggles to try to get on 
and stay on at City Council 
meetings.

“It’s internet justice and 
that’s what I meant when I 
said that Internet access if 
a public health crisis,” she 
said. “It’s about accessing 
information, housing, educa-
tion and paying bills. That’s 
all on the internet now. I only 
wonder why a diverse com-
munity like Everett has been 
left behind. It makes me 
wonder if it’s an intentional 
difference in speeds between 
wealthier communities and 
ours. It’s not like we’re not 
paying for it. We have the 
same packages as everyone 
else, but they’re not deliver-
ing the same service.”

Another piece of the puz-
zle in Everett, however, is 
the regulatory setup at the 
City Council and the historic 
aversion to technology com-
panies and their expansion in 
the city. Just this summer, the 
Council rejected several an-
tennae upgrades by Verizon 
Wireless that would have 
brought much faster service 
to several neighborhoods. 
The Council was sued by 
Verizon, and that case is still 
being litigated.

However, the trend of con-
tentious situations between 
internet and cell phone pro-
viders and the Council goes 
back to at least 2006, said 
Clerk Sergio Cornelio. Back 
then, the Council denied 
about 15 to 18 small cell an-
tennae to be put up, and the 
company sued the city and 
won. That same scenario is 
playing out right now with 
Verizon too. For the most 
part, he said, the Council ap-

proves most equipment, but 
only after many long meet-
ings and discussions that 
can last for hours on a sub-
ject that most Councils don’t 
have the power to regulate.

He said he has been try-
ing to get the Council to give 
over the power to another 
Board that might handle it, 
maybe to take some of the 
politics out of the matter. 
Many times, Councilors are 
approached by a handful of 
residents that do not want the 
antennae near their homes 
for whatever reason. In those 
instances, councilors are 
forced to make a political 
choice on a technological 
issue.

“I’ve been trying to see 
if they would give over that 
authority to another Board 
that could specialize in this,” 
he said. “That way it doesn’t 
bog down a Council agenda 
for six or 10 weeks. I’m hop-
ing there is an appetite for 
that in the future.”

Even as he spoke over 
the phone, he said he has to 
go to a certain place in the 
basement of City Hall near a 
window to get cell service in 
the building. He said he fig-
ures that spot may be near to 
a cell antennae.

“We have to believe the 
science sometimes like we 
do with COVID,” he said. 
“People have done the re-
search on this.”

Councilor Michael Mc-
Laughlin said he would rath-
er give up the authority be-
cause it does put the Council 
in a tough position. He said 
when you’re faced with a 
resident who is looking for 
help versus a cell phone 
company or provider – it’s 
hard not to choose a resident 
who needs help.

“You want to help your 
residents and that’s a diffi-
cult situation to be put in,” he 
said. “I’d gladly give it up.”

But not everyone is keen 
on it, and Cornelio said he 
would need to keep working 
on the idea in the coming 
year.

Parker said it has to be 
approached by the Council 
like it is a street or sidewalk 
repair in that it is a critical 
service – especially now. He 
pointed to the Council’s own 
troubles with the Internet at 
its meetings, noting that two 
councilors were unable to 
vote on the contentious is-
sue of putting the mayor on 
the School Committee last 
month. Due to internet ac-
cess issues, Councilor Mar-
tins and John Hanlon could 
not register their vote on that 
hot-button issue and their 
votes weren’t counted.

“I would like to see it ap-
proached from now on like 
it were repairs to streets or 
sidewalks or sewer pipes,” 
he said. “If the schools and 
residents are having issues, 
what is happening with the 
businesses? Look at the 
Council. Perhaps if they’d 
have let these companies 
make their upgrades, we’d 
have better internet and they 
could have had a full con-
tingent to vote on the mayor 
joining the School Commit-
tee.”

Eichen said the MAPC 
study touches on so many 
things now that COVID has 
changed the way the world 
works, learns and conducts 
business.

“There are so many ways 
to share this,” he said. “There 
is going to be more and more 
demand for high-speed, re-
liable internet. Businesses 
will be increasingly looking 
at this when they make de-
cisions on where to locate. 
There may be companies 
that no longer need 15,000 
sq. ft. downtown for an of-
fice, but may be able to use 
5,000 sq. ft. in an inner sub-
urb. But they might not get 
the same infrastructure there 
as they got in downtown 
Boston. Municipalities may 
see this as an opportunity to 
cash in under this scenario.”

Study shows Everett has second slowest 
Internet speeds in Greater Boston

Speeds by Community
A sample of some of 

the median download 
speeds by communi-
ty from across Great-
er Boston. Speeds are 
measured in Megabits 
per second.

•Chelsea – 35.56
•Everett – 38.91
•Somerville – 44.26
•Cambridge – 46.23
•Revere – 50.38
•Malden – 54.82
•Quincy – 58.26
•Medford – 65.21
•Arlington – 66.22
•Newton – 80.02
•Wellesley – 141.08
•Weston – 234.46
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Michael A. Se-
mertgakis of Co-
coa Beach, FL, 
formerly of Ev-
erett, entered into 

eternal rest unexpectedly 
on Sunday, December 6 in 
the Cambridge Health Al-
liance-Everett.  He was 73 
years old.

 Born in Boston, Mi-
chael lived in Everett for 
many years and recently 
in Cocoa Beach, Florida.  
He retired from the Unit-
ed States Postal Service 
as maintenance manager, 
was a member and Past 
Commodore of the Win-
throp Yacht Club, a mem-
ber of the Florida Lodge of 
Elks and the American Le-
gion.  Michael also served 
in the Army Reserve.  

The beloved husband of 
Sally B. (Caso) for over 51 
years, he was the loving 
son of Helen (DeAmelio) 
and the late Constantine 
Semertgakis of Everett. 
dear and devoted father 
of Danae Cardello and her 
husband, Michael of Pea-
body and Michael A. Se-
mertgakis, Jr. of Everett; 
dear brother of John Se-
mertgakis of Everett and 

the late Mark Semertgakis 
and cherished grandfather 
of Sean, Kristina and the 
late MJ. Cardello.  

Relatives and friends 
are respectfully invited 
to attend Michael’s visit-
ing hours in the Cafasso 
& Sons Funeral Home, 
65 Clark St. (Corner of 
Main St.) Everett, today, 
Wednesday, Dec. 9 from 
9 to 11 a.m. with a funeral 
home service to follow at 
11 a.m. COVID-19 pro-
tocols must be adhered 
to: face coverings, social 
distancing, etc. Interment 
private.  

In lieu of flowers, 
contributions in Mi-
chael’s memory to DAV.
org would be sincerely 
appreciated.  Parking with 
attendants on duty.
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J.F. Ward
Funeral Home

Independent & Locally
Owned

Est. 1929
Kevin S. Creel, Director

772 Broadway, Everett
(Glendale Sq. Area)

387-3367

Compassionate, Professional
Service Offering Pre-Need

Planning

To place a 
memoriam 

in the Everett 
Independent, 

please call 
617-387-9600 
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David Michael Palan-
gi passed away Saturday, 
December 5 with his sister 
by his side at their home 
in South Hadley, after a 
long and courageous bat-
tle with cancer.  He was 
71 years old.

Born and raised in Ev-
erett, the son of the late 
Adam M. and Lena M. 
(DeBiase) Palangi,  Da-
vid attended Everett Pub-
lic Schools and graduated 
from Everett High School 
with the Class of 1967.  
After high school, David 
attended UMass Amherst 
and received a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Civil Engi-
neering.  He pursued his 
career in engineering at 
Farmer Engineering.  Da-
vid retired at an early age 
due to a medical condi-
tion that required weekly 
care.  He later became a 
property manager for mul-
tiple properties he owned 
over the years.  David also 
worked for a number of 
years at the US Post Of-
fice in Hadley.   David 
was a great environmen-
talist.  He was a subscrib-
er of The Sierra Club and 
The Nature Conservancy.  
David was an avid kayak-
er before being diagnosed 
with cancer in February.  
He will be greatly missed 
by his sister Barbara and 
by all of his cousins.

David is the beloved 

brother of Barbara Lee 
Palangi of South Hadley, 
loving cousin of Peter Ra-
vanesi, Carol Clark, Bill 
Ravanesi, Paula Contilli, 
Linda Carafa, Nancy Stil-
well, Monica DeBiase and 
the late Fred Abbruzzese 
and nephew of the late 
Carl and Anna Palangi.           

David’s funeral ar-
rangements will be made 
at a later date.  In lieu 
of flowers, donations in 
David’s memory may 
be made to The Nation-
al Kidney Foundation 
on-line at  www.kidney.
org.    We encourage fam-
ily and friends to visit  
www.carafafuneralhome.
com to offer condolenc-
es at this time by means 
of the online guest book 
or to send a personalized 
sympathy card.  Funeral 
arrangements entrusted to 
the Carafa Family Funeral 
Home in Chelsea.

Lisa Morris
Former Printer at Alden Haulk Inc.

Family and friends are 
invited to attend a Memo-
rial Visitation on Saturday, 
December 12, from 12:30 
to 2:30 p.m. at the Ver-
tuccio & Smith Home for 
Funerals, Revere for Lisa 
E. (Belloise) Morris, 50, a 
longtime Everett resident, 
who died unexpectedly on 
Wednesday, November 25 
at the Cambridge Health 
Alliance Hospital – Ever-
ett.  A Funeral Service will 
immediately follow the 
visitation in the Funeral 
Home at 2:30 p.m.

Face masks must be 
worn at all times and so-
cial distancing must be 
maintained in the funeral 
home. All attendees are 
required to provide their 
name and phone num-
ber for contact tracing 
and temperatures will be 
checked prior to entering 
the funeral home. Only 
25 people are allowed in 
the Funeral Home at one 
time. Guests are asked to 
visit briefly and to exit the 
Funeral Home to allow 
others to enter.

Lisa was born in Malden 
and was raised and educat-
ed in Everett. She worked 
in the printing business 
for most of her life and at 
Alden Haulk Inc. for over 
10 years where she wore 
many hats. She worked in 
printing until she was no 
longer able to due to her 
declining health. 

Lisa’s favorite thing 
to do was to be with her 
family, it did not matter 
the occasion. The time she 
shared with her family is 
what she treasured the 
most. 

One of Lisa’s favorite 

hobbies was to draw, and 
she did it very well. She 
also had a deep interest 
in Lighthouses. She will 
be remembered for all the 
good times and the love 
she shared with her fam-
ily. 

The beloved daughter of 
Richard Morris of Brain-
tree and the late Graceann 
M. Belloise, she was the 
loving mother of Steph-
anie M. Falzone and her 
fiancé, Jorge Figueroa and 
Mark A. Falzone, Jr., all of 
Everett; cherished grand-
mother of Nevaeh, Jadei-
lyn and Zaleia; dear sister 
of Richard Morris and his 
wife, Melissa of Whitman 
and Joshua Belloise of Ev-
erett. She is also lovingly 
survived by several aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, 
and cousins. 

Interment will be held 
privately. Funeral Ar-
rangements are entrusted 
to the care and direction 
of the Vertuccio & Smith, 
Home for Funerals.

To send online condo-
lences, please visit  www.
vertuccioandsmith.com

Michael Semertgakis
US Postal Service retiree

David Michael Palangi
 Retired Civil Engineer, property manager 

and great environmentalist

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY
COURT DEPARTMENT

Middlesex Probate
And Family Court
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA 02141
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION
AND MAILING
Docket No. 
MI20D2777DR
Jaqueline F. 
Scheidt Cruz
Plaintiff
vs.
Jose I Cruz
Defendant
To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a 
Complaint for Divorce 
requesting that the Court 
grant a divorce for irre-
trievable breakdown of 
the Marriage B
The Complaint is on file 
at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing 

you from taking any 
action which would nega-
tively impact the current 
financial status of either 
party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.
You are hereby sum-
moned and required to 
serve upon:
Jaqueline F. Scheidt 
Cruz, 1 Noonan St., Apt. 
2 Waltham, MA 02453 
your answer, if any, on 
or before 01/04/2021. 
If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the 
hearing and adjudication 
of this action. You are 
also required to file a 
copy of your answer, if 
any, in the office of the 
Register of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Maureen 
H. Monks, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 16, 
2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

12/9/20
EV

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given 
by Rigano’s Towing 
Service 1081 Fellsway, 
Malden, MA, pursuant 
to the provisions of Mass 
General Laws, Chapter 
255, Section 39A, 
that they will sell the 
following vehicles on or 
after December 10, 2020 
beginning at 10:00 am 
by public or private sale 
to satisfy their garage 
keepers lien for towing, 
storage, and notices of 
sale.  Vehicles are being 
stored at Rigano’s Tow-
ing Service.
1. 2016 Nissan Max-
ima VIN 1N4AA6AP-
7GC438271
2. 2010 Hyundai 
Sonata VIN 5NPET4A-
C3AH580619
3. 2006 BMW 325I VIN 
WBAVB13566PT08364
Signed
Basil Rigano
Owner

11/25, 12/2, 12/9
EV

Arlington Police Chief 
Julie Flaherty reports that 
the Arlington Police De-
partment arrested an Ev-
erett man who allegedly 
stole packages from sev-
eral addresses there. 

Patrick McLaughlin, 
37, of Everett was charged 
with:

• OUI Drugs
• Receiving Stolen 

Property Over $1,200, 
Subsequent Offense (Two 
Counts)

• Receiving Stolen 
Property Under $1,200, 
Subsequent Offense (32 
Counts)

On Saturday, Dec. 5 

at approximately 2 p.m., 
officers responded to the 
area of Stowecroft Road 

and Columbia Road in 
Arlington to investigate a 
suspicious person in a mo-
tor vehicle.

Through the subse-
quent investigation, the 
operator, identified as Mc-
Laughlin, was determined 
to be under the influence 
of drugs and was placed 
under arrest for operating 
under the influence.

While speaking 
with McLaughlin, officers 
observed several Amazon 
packages inside the ve-
hicle that appeared to be 
mostly sealed and have 
different names on the ad-
dress labels.

During their search of 
the vehicle, officers found 
both opened and unopened 
packages containing a va-
riety of merchandise from 
several different addresses 
in Woburn and Revere. A 
total of 19 Amazon pack-
ages were found in the ve-
hicle. Inside the trunk of 
the vehicle, officers found 
many bags of clothing. A 
black BB gun was also 
found inside the vehicle. 

McLaughlin was ex-
pected to be arraigned 
Monday in Cambridge 
District Court.

All suspects are inno-
cent until proven guilty.

Police arrest Everett man for allegedly stealing packages

Patrick McLaughlin, 37, 
of Everett, was arrested 
in Arlington for stealing 
packages.

Region // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Black said Massport 
has been working with 
the community and oth-
er stakeholders over the 
last two to three years to 
build out Piers Park Phase 
II. It was around this time 
Black said the MTR start-
ed having conversations 
with Massport about their 
waterfront initiative. 

“A number of years ago 
we talked about the possi-
bility of what would hap-
pen with Phase III, which 
is this rotted-out pier that 
sticks off the end of Piers 
Park. For us it’s a really 
amazing location. It’s cen-
trally located right in the 
heart of the harbor and we 
think it could provide a re-
ally great connection point 
between East Boston and 
the city as a whole. It also 
has a fantastic history.”

Black said MTR spent a 
lot of 2019 working with 
Massport and others to 
really investigate the site 
and understand what the 
conditions were so MTR 
could start to piece togeth-
er what the possibilities 
would be for a waterfront 
park that is active and en-
gaging. 

“So one of the places 
that we turn to for inspi-
ration is Brooklyn Bridge 
Park,” said Black. “For 
those of you who may not 
have been there this is a 
series of five piers along 
the Brooklyn waterfront 
that overlooks the skyline 
in Manhattan. There’s a 
lot of similarities between 
what you see in this old 
industrial waterfront (in 
Eastie) and Brooklyn. Un-
fortunately we only have 
one pier to work with, not 
five.”

Black said as a result 
MTR really started to fo-
cus on what New Yorkers 
call Pier One in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. 

“This park is actually 
built into the footprints 
of the old pier that offers 
a wide variety of experi-
ences for people and is a 
really close comparison to 
what we have opportunity 
wise at Piers Park Phase 
III,” said Black. “So this 
is really where we started 
our thinking in terms of 
what we would like to see 
happen at this location in 
East Boston.”

Black said MTR is 
looking to build a park 
that’s both robust and re-
silient in Eastie. 

“And what that means 
to us is that it can stand 
up to the elements,” said 
Black. “We’ve seen a lot 
of issues with not only 
storm surges in increasing 
frequency but also tidal 
flooding that’s happening 
on a regular basis, both 
in East Boston and across 
the city. The situation is 
probably just going to 
get worse. So we have to 

build a place, mindful of 
all of those challenges and 
also a place that can rede-
velop some of the ecology 
along the coast.”

Black said MTR will 
start a community process 
to bring the community 
together to build this park. 

“We have a few ideas 
in terms of the direction 
that we want to go but 
we’re very excited about 
the community process 
to really start and have 
conversations with peo-
ple in terms of what they 
would want to see there,” 
he said. “You’ll probably 
start to see a lot of us over 
the coming weeks. We’re 
going to try to be a pres-
ence here as much as pos-
sible, because we want to 
really hear from folks who 
would use this park.”

Eynatian, who is a Proj-
ect Manager for the Wa-
terfront Initiatives at MTR 
and an Eagle Hill resident, 
said the design phase for 
the future park will take 
the better part of the next 
year. 

“We want to make sure 
we really have a chance to 
hear from the communi-
ty about what you’d like 
to see happen there so 
if the design can reflect 
that,” said Eynatian. “So 
things like, what type of 
programming you’d be 
interested in, what kind of 
concerns you might have 
about the project as well 
as increasing access to the 
water so there’s a way for 
residents to come down 
and really engage with the 
harbor at the park.”

Eynatian said MTR will 
be hosting a series of larg-
er community meetings 
where MTR will invite 
residents to hear a little bit 
more about the project in 
more detail. 

“This will give us the 
opportunity to really give 
folks a chance to engage 
in conversation about 
what you’d like to see at 
a new, free, open public 
park in East Boston,” she 
said. 

The first in a series of 
meetings MTR is plan-
ning to host will be in Jan-
uary. 

“So as the year goes 
on, I’m hoping that in the 
summer we can do some 
more creative in-person 
programs,” said Eynatian. 
“We’re hopeful to be able 
to get out and engage with 
you in person but in the 
meantime we’ll be doing 
a lot of different virtual 
opportunities and putting 
together some different 
ways to give us feedback. 
This is so folks can either 
join us live in meetings or 
give us feedback to make 
sure we can gather input 
from as many folks as we 
can.”
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SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 
week special! Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-1403

DEADLINES: For classified line ads, 
deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588
 or fax the ad to 781-485-1403
______________
 

FOR ADVERTISING RATES, 
CALL 617-884-2416

Send uS Your newS
The Everett Independent encourages residents to submit birth and engagement announcements, news releases, business briefs, honor 

rolls, social news, sports stories, and photographs for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Citizens Bank 
Building, Revere, MA 02151. Items can also be faxed to 781-485-1403. The Independent also encourages readers to  e-mail news releases to 
editor@everettindependent.com.

The Everett Independent assumes no financial responsibility for typographical errors in advertisements, but will reprint that part of 
the advertisement in which the  error occurs. Advertisers will please  notify the management immediately of any errors that may occur.

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

THINK OF IT AS 
AN OWNER’S MANUAL

FOR YOUR MONEY.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. In print and online at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s 
the everyday guide to protecting your hard-earned money. For your free copy, order 
online at ConsumerAction.gov; send your name and address to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009; or call toll-free 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

Being a smart shopper just got easier. 

ELECTRICIANAVON CONTRACTING LANDSCAPING

ROOFING

REAL ESTATE

MOVING

JUNK REMOVAL

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

3 col. x 1 inch
$15/wk

Ray’s Landscaping
Mowing • Edging • Weeding

Bushes, Shrubs
Cleaning: Trash & Leaves

New Lawn, Patio, Concrete 
Brick Work

Ray: 781-526-1181
Free Estimates

“We Get The Job Done The First Time On Time”

• Shingle and Rubber Roofs
• All Types of Siding • Gutters
• Window Replacement • Decks

• Flashing • And More...
Phone: 617-650-2246

USRemodelingBos@gmail.com

USA Roofing 
& Remodeling

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

BUY OR SELL AVON
COMPRE o VENDA AVON

Maria Valles
617-763-8592

www.youravon.com/valles

Everett'Everett's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

PAINTING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

Our Parish Staff:  Father 
Joseph Chacha Marwa, 
S.M.A. Administrator; 

Father Ernest Egbedike, 
S.M.A. Parochial Vicar;

Secretary Barbara Can-
non

Weekly Mass Schedule 
at Immaculate Conception 
is as follows:

Saturday (Sunday Vig-
il) 4:00 p.m., Sunday 7:00 
a.m., 9:00 a.m. (Family 
Mass), 11:00 a.m., and 
5:30 p.m.

12:15 p.m.  Spanish 
Community

4:00 p.m. Haitian Com-
munity

Masses are being held in 
the Chapel.

Eucharistic Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament:   
Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament is held every 
Thursday from 7:45 a.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  

Each Thursdays’ adoration 
will conclude the Benedic-
tion of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament at 6:30 p.m.   
All are invited to  spend 
a few moments with Our 
Blessed Lord 

Bring a Book-Buy a 
Book -  We have a new 
Fundraiser Program in the 
back of the Church.  It’s 
called Bring a Book-Buy 
a Book.  All books are a 
dollar and any money col-
lected will go towards our 
Stain Glass Fund.  Brink a 
Book and Buy a Book and 
make a donation. Our se-
lections are great and var-
ied. Please stop by the ta-
ble and see what we have.  
Thank you

Immaculate Conception
Parish
489 Broadway
Everett, Mass 02149
Phone 617-389-5660

Immaculate Conception Parish
News and Notes

Senior Pastor Bishop 
Robert G. Brown will be 
hosting Virtual Masses to 
bring the people togeth-
er, spiritually while they 
can’t physically. Their 
virtual sanctuaries can be 
accessed via their face-

book page, “Zion Church 
Ministries.” 

For more information, 
they can be reached on-
line at zionchurchminis-
tries.com or via email at 
office@zionchurchminis-
tries.com

Zion Church - Everett
News and Notes

CHURCH News

Glendale United Methodist Church
News and Notes

Glendale United Meth-
odist Church is open to all 
and we welcome people of 
all faiths, race, nationalities 
and sexual preference. No 
one is ever turned away. If 
you are looking for a new 
home church, we would 
like you to check us out and 
let us know what we can do 
to make church a better fit 
in your life.

Bible Study: Consider 
joining us for Bible study 
on Sunday. We meet in 
the Church Parlor off the 
Chapel from 9:30 to 10:00 
a.m.

Sponsor the bulletin! For 
a $5 donation, you can ded-
icate the Sunday bulletin to 
recognize family, friends, 
or special occasions. There 
is a sign-up sheet in the 
Pastor’s study. Feel free 
to choose your particu-
lar week and leave a copy 
of your dedication in the 
mail in that is on the Pas-
tor’s door. Please contact 
the Pastor if you have any 
questions.

Boy Scout Troop 814: 
Meet in Cooper Hall on 
Tuesday evenings from 6-9 
p.m. Cub Pack 11 meets on 
Saturday mornings.

NA Meetings – Mon. 

Bring Your Own Book 7:30 
– 9:30 p.m.; Thurs. I Can’t 
But We Can, 8:00 7:30 – 
9:30 p.m.

AA Meeting – Saturday 
evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Other times by appoint-
ment.

Bread of Life Donations 
– This outreach is being 
done to honor the Unit-
ed Methodist Women’s 
Group, who for so many 
years were our outreach 
source. Please bring any 
food item(s) to church and 
place in the box located on 
the altar.

We are on the Internet 
http://www.glen-

daleumc-everett.org 
Glendale United 

Methodist Church
Pastor David Jackson 

392 Ferry Street (across 
from Glendale Towers) 
Please enter the church 
by the driveway on 

Walnut Street
617-387-2916 

PastorDavidJack-
son58@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 AM to 2 PM. 

Other times by 
appointment.

Grace Anglican Episco-
pal Church is open and wel-
coming to all.

There are 3 services on 
Sundays: 10am English, 
1pm South Sudanese (Din-
ka) and 3pm Haitian Cre-
ole. 

Come all and let us walk 
together in this season of 

hope, renewal and new be-
ginnings. 

Grace Anglican 
Episcopal Church
67 Norwood Street, 

Everett, MA
Church Phone 

617-387-7526 or 
617-389-5765

Grace Anglican Episcopal Church
News and Notes

Mystic Side Congrega-
tional Church is located 
in Everett, on Malden-Ev-
erett border, at 422 Main 
Street. We offer a warm, 
inviting atmosphere, and 
all are welcome.  Our Sun-
day Church service starts 
at 10:30 a.m. and Commu-
nion is offered on the first 
Sunday of each month.  A 
very pleasant coffee hour 

and socializing follow our 
services.  Parking is avail-
able in our lot next to the 
church on Wyllis Ave. (one 
way off Main Street).  We 
look forward to welcoming 
you this Sunday.

Mystic Side 
Congregational Church

422 Main Street
Everett, MA

Mystic Side Congregational Church
News and Notes

Glendale Christian Lighthouse Church
News and Notes

Sunday 10:30 AM Wor-
ship service.  

Wednesday hour of 
Power, worship, prayer 
and Bible Study, via 
Zoom. 

“Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human mas-
ters,” Colossians 3:23

“In Pursuit of Spiritual 
Excellence”

Righteousness, Godli-

ness, Faith, Love, Truth
GLENDALE 
CHRISTIAN 

LIGHTHOUSE 
CHURCH 

701 BROADWAY
EVERETT, 

MASSACHUSETTS 
02149

617-387-7458
Rev. Larry Russi, Sr. 

Pastor
pastorlarry@

thelighthousechurch701.netChurch at the Well Ev-
erett is a new church for 
Everett that will begin 
meeting in 2021. Check 
us out on Facebook at 
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
churchforeverett to view 
weekly devotions and up-
dates, visit us at www.for-

everett.church to sign up 
for our newsletter and see 
how we can help you, or 
connect with the Everett 
Community Aid Network 
at www.everettcan.com 
to request any additional 
help.

Church at the Well Everett
News and Notes

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT

APT FOR RENT
Winthrop - Lg deleaded 2/3 bedroom 
Apt, Section 8 Approved, hardwood 
floors, eat in kitchen, front and back 
porch. Living rm & dining rm. $1800 
per month. No pets. No utilities. Avail-
able Jan. 15, 2021. Call 617-645-7724.
(12/9, 12/16, 12/23)
_____________

ROOM

FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT
Chelsea
Available Now
Spacious Private Fully Furnished Room
3 floors, 3 Bathrooms
Landry in Building
Next to Bus, Train Station, Super-
market
$850/Month Includes Utilities 
Call Maria 617-312-9467
_____________

East Boston, orient heights, Harbor-
view area.
Perfectly maintained move-in condi-
tion 6 room single family multi level 
colonial( previously 2 family).
3 Bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms. Nice size 
backyard, on dead end street. Plenty 
off street parking.
Close to Route 1 and Logan airport.
Call 617-888-3928

HOUSE FOR SALE

VISIT EVERETTINDEPENDENT.COM
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By Matt Lattanzi

The Shute family traces 
its history to the early an-
cestry of Massachusetts. 
Records show that a Shute 
house was built before 
1700 on land which is in 
present-day Everett. In 
1892, William Shute gift-
ed $10,000 to the City of 
Everett to build a library 
in memory of his mother, 
Tabitha Nichols Shute. 
After purchasing suitable 
land from Edward Saun-
ders, hiring a local archi-
tect by the name of Wil-
liam Lougee, and having 
a construction contract 
awarded to Fessenden & 
Libby, construction be-
gan in 1897 and the Shute 
Memorial Library was 
opened to the public on 
May 24, 1899. In total, 
the land and the building 
resulted in a final cost 
of $11,009.11 (or about 
$345,000.00 today, adjust-
ing for inflation).

Tabitha Nichols Shute 
was born on December 
26, 1805 in South Mal-
den (present-day Everett). 
Tabitha lived the entire-

ty of her life in Everett, 
working as a house clean-
er. Tabitha married her 
husband, Henry Shute, on 
June 1, 1828, bearing six 
children, three daughters 
and three sons. She passed 
on August 28, 1885.

William Shute was 
born on May 17, 1831 in 
Everett, MA, eventual-
ly moving to Lynn, MA. 
He worked throughout 
his life as a “Morocco 
Dresser” – Morocco was 
a type of goat skin leather 
than was much lighter in 
weight than the more nor-
mal leathers at the time; 
Dressers were the people 
who actually tanned and/
or softened the leather 
for the purpose of making 
them into shoes. In the lat-
er 1800s, the City of Lynn 
positioned themselves 
as the world capital for 
leather shoe manufactur-
ing, with its 234 factories 
churning out over a mil-
lion pairs of shoes every 
day.

At the 50th anniversary 
of the opening of the Shute 
Memorial Library, the fol-
lowing words were writ-

ten: “In the United States, 
the sanctuary of liberty, a 
natural result of freedom 
of thought has been the 
founding of libraries. To 
preserve the memory of 
his mother, Tabitha Nich-
ols Shute, a great advocate 
of freedom, William Shute 
bequeathed $10,000 to 
Everett, city of his birth, 
for the purpose of erecting 
a library.”

We are forever grateful 
for the generous gift made 
by William Shute and con-
stantly strive to uphold the 
values of Tabitha Shute 
by providing the neces-
sary tools to ensure that 
freedom of thought is be-
stowed to all.

To read more about Ev-
erett history, peruse the 
Everett Libraries’ collec-
tions, engage in various 
programs for all ages, or 
utilize one of the free on-
line databases, be sure to 
check out the Libraries’ 
new website (https://www.
noblenet.org/everett/) and 
follow their Facebook 
page (@EverettPublicLi-
brary) for updates.

Historic Figures

More than a name:  
Shute family goes way back in Everett

Tabitha and William Shute.

PEARL HARBOR REMEMBERED 
DURING CEREMONY IN CHARLESTOWN

The memorial wreath is tossed overboard into the ocean.

Religious Program Specialist Chief Select Jesse Kiepper

Guest Speaker Michael Creasey, National Park Service of Boston Superintendent.

Taps was played by a member of the Charlestown ROTC.

A memorial wreath is presented during the ceremony.

A commemorative event 
was held in Chartlestown 
for the 79th anniversa-
ry of the  attack on Pearl 
Harbor on Sunday, Dec. 7. 
The event that was held on 
board U.S.S. Cassin Young 
in Charlestown. 

Guest speaker Miche-
al Creasey, National Park 
Service of Boston Super-
intendent, and Religious 
Program Specialist Chief 
Select Jesse Kiepper spoke 
at the event.

By Seth Daniel

At one time, the Everett 
Public Schools had hoped 
to be in a hybrid educa-
tion model by Nov. 30, 
but that’s been scrapped 
as COVID-19 cases 
have surged in a “second 
wave,” with the possibili-
ty of a hybrid now being 
in February.

Supt. Priya Tahiliani 
briefed the School Com-
mittee on Monday night 
at the regular meeting 
about the plan to return to 
school, and the fact that 
cases are just too high 
right now to even begin 
the conversation.

She said they hope to 
now have that conversa-
tion in January, with a po-
tential hybrid school mod-
el rolling out in February.

“As a district, we are 
planning on bringing 
back as many students 
as we can as soon as we 
can but before we can do 
that we do need to expe-
rience a demonstrative 
and sustained flattening of 
cases,” she said. “So this 
means we will not be able 
to revisit the conversa-
tion regarding going to a 
large-scale hybrid model. 
We want to revisit it in at 
least the second week of 
January. In the meantime, 
we just want to emphasize 
and re-emphasize health 
and safety and the role we 
all play in bringing this 
pandemic under control, 
especially in the com-

ing holidays…Our plan 
is to begin is to return to 
a conversation about re-
turning to school after the 
holidays with a hope of 
starting a hybrid model in 
February. I feel this is nei-
ther too ambitious or too 
cautious.”

At the same time, she 
said they wanted to begin 
to bring back more chil-
dren who are vulnerable 
and are in the CTE voca-
tional program as well. 
That will include the use 
of a new rapid test sys-
tem that the district has 
procured for free from the 
state and federal govern-
ments.

Tahiliani said they will 
be using the BinaxNOW 
Rapid Test in the schools, 
which will be admin-
istered by a third party 
known as Project Bea-
con. The tests shipped on 
Dec. 8, and there will be a 
live training with them on 
Dec. 11.

As we explore ways 
to best bring back more 
students for teaching and 
learning, the district is 
looking to use the Bi-
naxNOW Rapid Test-
ing, which comes free of 
charge,” she said.

That test gives a result 
in 15 minutes and was 
shown in testing at Law-
rence General Hospital 
to have a 98 percent sen-
sitivity rate. Students and 
staff who are in the build-
ing and show symptoms 
will be given the tests on 

the spot. A positive test 
would mean they imme-
diately go home and con-
tract tracing would begin. 
Even if there is a negative 
test, and one has a symp-
tom, they would be sent 
home and asked to get a 
traditional COVID test.

Right now there are 
fewer than 100 high-needs 
students in the schools, 
but that could change.

Just how that decision 
would be made has been 
in the hands of the Health 
Advisory Working Group 
that has consulted the Ev-
erett Public Schools for 
several months.

One of the key metrics 
will be the positivity rate 
in the city. That will need 
to go down to at least 3 or 
4 percent for four weeks 
in order to consider bring-
ing kids into any build-
ings, she said.

“We are currently at 
8.39 percent and we’re 
looking to be in the we 
would want to see that for 
several weeks between 
3-5 percent,” she said.

The ideal metric for re-
turning would be to have a 
rate of 5 percent, prefera-
bly 3 percent, for three or 
four weeks. 

“The lack of firm dates 
does not mean a lack of a 
plan,” she said.

Other metrics include 
equipped schools, robust 
processes (such as test-
ing and contract tracing) 
and external factors in the 
community.

As cases surge, school return 
conversation pushed to January
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