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EHS takes STEM
Week Challenge
Championship

Moroccan Social
Club put on hold
due to odd
licensing
arrangement

By Seth Daniel

A proposed beer and
wine licenses for a previ-
ously-unknown Moroccan
social club in the rear of
Ferry Street was put on
hold Nov. 16 by the Li-
cense Board when it was
learned Café Napoli was
attempting to sell their
club license to the social
club — a move, unlike Bos-
ton, that isn’t available in
Everett.

Kingsman is a social
club available to private
members who pay dues,
said Roseann, who owns
the club — located at 454
Rear Ferry St. in what
used to be a meat market.

The social club has been
operating since January,
but was previously-un-
known to City inspectors
or the licensing board until
Kingsman came in to try
to obtain a beer and wine
license. They were serving
food before COVID, but
now only offer coffee.

“We would like to be
able to, for members, on
a special occasion like
Ramadan or a birthday
or something — to be able
to utilize the location for
a couple of hours,” said
Roseann. “It’s also to
bring in more business.”

That was a problem off
the bat, said Chair Phil
Antonelli, as they don’t
have a Common Victual-
ler’s license and are not
registered with the City —
which isn’t a huge obsta-
cle to fix, he said.

However, there were
no beer and wine licenses
available to dole out to the
club.

“I have the option to
purchase a beer and wine
license for a transfer,” said
Roseann.

“Number one, beer and
wine licenses aren’t for
sale in the City of Ever-

tt,” he said. “So, whom-

See CLUB Page 3
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Everett's Meckenzie Burke-Hutchinson made a big commitment last week. At the age of

7-years-old, she made the brave decision to donate 14 inches of her beautiful hair to Locks
of Love. This was Meckenzie’s first haircut and it will be used to make a hairpiece for some-
one who is suffering from hair loss due to an illness. Thank you to Jason at Angelo’s Barber
Shop in Everett for helping Meckenzie make a difference.

Watch that Serving Spoon

Thanksgiving gatherings to be a tough call for City, families

By Seth Daniel

Seemingly  everyone
in Everett has swarmed
over the past week to get a
COVID-19 test at the Stop
the Spread sites across the
City, notably trying to get
a negative result before
deciding whether or not
to have a family gathering
for Thanksgiving — some-
thing it seems the entire
community, if not the
country, is contemplating.

As of last Friday, there
were a total of 3,293 con-
firmed cases in Everett
since the outbreak, and

Public Health Nurse Sa-
brina Firicano said the
City is averaging in the
high-30s of new cases
every day. That means
the virus is spreading and
precautions are going to
be needed, particularly
as people make the deci-
sion about going to family
get-togethers for Thanks-
giving.

“I think it’s going to
be really important to
be aware of who you’re
around and wearing your
mask and washing your
hands — social distanc-
ing as much as you can

at a family gathering,”
she said. “These things
are known and we say it
over and over and over.
They really do work if you
are following the correct
guidelines. 1 always feel
like I’'m giving bad news,
but it is the same things...
We want people to keep
their gatherings to 10 or
less and that’s difficult.
We really don’t want to
see an increase in cases,
but we are forecasting
an increase in cases after

See FAMILIES Page 2

Staying safe at Thanksgiving

Staff Report

Due to the pandemic,
the City of Everett and the
CDC are recommending
families make modifica-
tions to their traditional
celebrations.

According to the CDC,
the pandemic is worsen-
ing and small household
gatherings are a signif-
icant contributor to the

rise in COVID-19 cases.
The CDC is strongly ad-
vising people to adjust
their holiday plans this
year to help reduce the
spread of COVID-19 to
their friends, family, and
community. They have
provided suggestions on
how people can slow the
spread of the virus while
still celebrating this holi-
day season.

THINKING OF
SELLING YOUR
HOUSE???
Call for an
"Absolutely FREE

Market Analysis"
617-461 4238
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TRASH
NOTICE

Due to the Thursday
Thanksgiving Holiday, Trash
will be on schedule Monday,

Tuesday & Wednesday

Delayed by one day on

Thursday & Friday
Thank you.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

There are some lower
risk activities that you can
participate in on Thanks-
giving. These activities
include:

e Having a small
Thanksgiving dinner with
only people who live in
your household.

e Host a virtual dinner
with extended family and
friends. Show off your
favorite dishes and share

your favorite recipes.

e Host a Thanksgiving
meal outdoors, if possible.

* Go for a walk with ex-
tended family members,
while wearing a mask and
staying 6 feet apart.

e Preparing traditional
family recipes for fami-
ly and neighbors, espe-
cially those at higher risk

See SAFE Page 2
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By Seth Daniel

When it comes to
COVID-19, despite lots
of attempts to get infor-
mation out, some Everett
High students found that
their friends affected by
COVID had trouble find-
ing help, and so the stu-
dents set out to solve that
issue with a new online
application.

And in helping others,
they helped themselves
to first place in the state-
wide 2020 STEM Week
Challenge — an honor the
highly-respected program
at EHS had been shoot-
ing for over a number of
years.

“We started by in-
terviewing some of our
friends who have been

directly  affected by
COVID,” said Breetika
Maharjan, a junior. “They
told us some of the biggest
challenges were finding
information and locating
resources. We tried it our-
selves and it was really
challenging so we wanted
to do a project that would
make that more accessi-
ble.”

The project was a col-
laboration between Ma-
harjan and fellow Juniors
Alyssa Hurley and Lak-
isha Kirnon. All three
worked on the project re-
motely, as they are in fully
remote schooling at EHS
right now. So it was even
more difficult to connect
with the team and plan out

See STEM Page 2

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING

DINNER/HOLIDAY DRIVE

Fred and Michele Capone donated candy to assist the
Schiavo Associates with their annual Thanksgiving dinner.
The couple also donated to the Club’s annual holiday toy

drive.

“The Schiavo Club is a great group of people who help so
many individuals and families throughout the year. Their
Thanksgiving dinner is one of the best in the City and we
are happy to donate every year. The members put a lot of
love into the meal, and residents look forward to attend-
ing the annual event. Although the pandemic will not per-
mit the community to gather, we are thrilled that the Club
is continuing this wonderful tradition via delivery,” said
Fred and Michele. Fred and Michele ask that each of us
consider helping others this season. “There are so many
people in need and every charitable act helps. If possible,
follow the Schiavo Club’s example and find a way to give
back to our great community,” they concluded.

from

Mayor; CarlofDeMaria
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Meg Mainzer-Cohen named
Chair of the Gaming Policy
Advisory Committee

Staff Report

The Massachusetts
Gaming Commis-
sion (MGC) is pleased
to announce that Meg
Mainzer-Cohen was ap-
pointed earlier this month
as Chair of the Gaming
Policy Advisory Commit-
tee (GPAC) by Governor
Charlie Baker.

Established under sec-
tion 68 (a) of the Expand-
ed Gaming Act of 2011,
the Gaming Policy Advi-
sory Committee is respon-
sible for making advisory
recommendations  con-
cerning gaming policy to
the Massachusetts Gam-
ing Commission.

“The Gaming Policy
Advisory Committee does
crucial work to help in-
form and guide the Mas-
sachusetts Gaming Com-
mission on key issues, and
I am pleased to appoint
Meg Mainzer-Cohen to
lead this important orga-
nization,” said Governor
Charlie Baker. “I look for-
ward to GPAC’s contin-
ued work to bring together
important stakeholders in
the gaming policy space
under Chair Mainzer-Co-
hen’s leadership.”

Mainzer-Cohen, of
West Roxbury, has been
the president and execu-
tive director of the Back
Bay Association since
2000 and has an extensive
track record of communi-

ty involvement, including
serving as Chair of the
Boston Finance Commis-
sion from 2012 until ear-
lier this year. Mainzer-Co-
hen  previously  held
leadership positions with
both the Somerville Com-
munity Corporation and
the Downtown Crossing
Association.

“On behalf of my fel-
low commissioners, I am
delighted to welcome
Meg Mainzer-Cohen as
chair of the Gaming Pol-
icy Advisory Committee,”
said Chair Cathy Judd-
Stein. “This body pro-
vides valuable input to the
MGC on gaming-related
matters, including the
Gaming Commission’s
robust research agenda
which works to inform
policy to maximize the
benefits of casino gam-
bling while minimizing its
impacts.”

“I am honored to have
been appointed by Gov-
ernor Baker to chair the
Gaming Policy Advisory
Committee,” said Meg
Mainzer-Cohen.  “Com-
prised of state, municipal,
and private business lead-
ers, the GPAC addresses
the intersection of com-
plex public and private
interests. I look forward
to working with my fel-
low members to advise on
these matters in support of
the Massachusetts Gam-
ing Commission.”

BOARD OF APPEALS
484 Broadway

(617) 381-7445

To Whom It May Concern:

Property Address:
Map/Parcel: D0-02-000129

345 Main Street.
Everett, MA 02149

Reason for Denial:

backing into the street
Zoning Ordinance:

following:

Districts. (Ord. of 4-29-91)

following:

supervision.

following:

facility is located.

the following:

- LEGAL NOTICE -
CITY OF EVERETT

Everett, Massachusetts 02149

This notice is to inform you that a public hearing will be held on
Monday, December 7, 2020 at 7:00 PM in regards to an applica-
tion for zoning relief. In response to Governor Baker’s declaration
of a public health emergency and the related Emergency Exec-
utive Order dated March 12, 2020, the Zoning Board of Appeals
shall be meeting remotely until further notice. The audioconfer-
encing application Zoom will be used for this purpose. An online
link and telephone access number will be provided on all meeting
agendas and also on the Board’s website. This application

will permit the public to access and participate in future Board
meetings and hearings. Instructions for joining meetings in this
manner will be provided on the City and City Clerk’s website. In
addition, Everett Community TV (ECTV) may provide coverage
of these meetings. We extend our thanks for your understand-
ing and participation in this manner, which is intended to keep
members of the Board and the public safe.

Whereas a petition has been presented by:
345 Main Street

Person Requesting: Dr. Elizabeth Covino

To the said Board of Appeals, Applicant seeks alter the existing
mixed-use building of a Business and a single residential unit
into a Business and two (2) residential units.

+ The use as a two family is not permitted in the Business District
unless granted a Special Permit by the ZBA
+ Parking is shown in the front yard setback and the vehicles are

+ Parking is shown to be tandem in that one car would need to be
move to allow another to exit the property

Section 3 General Requirements paragraph P which states the

P.  Up to three (3) dwelling units shall be prohibited except by
the grant of a Special Permit by the Zoning board of Appeals in
the Business, Business Limited, Industrial and Industrial Limited

Section 17 Off-Street Parking paragraph J which states the

J. Parking facilities shall be designed so that each motor
vehicle may proceed to and from the parking space provided for
it without requiring the moving of any other motor vehicle. The
Board of Appeals, however, may by special permit modify this re-
quirement and the dimensional requirements of paragraph (1) of
this section, where a parking facility is under full-time attendant

Section 17 Off-Street Parking paragraph K which states the

K. Parking facilities shall be designed so that no vehicles shall
be parked nearer to any street lines than the minimum specified
building setback for the Zoning District in which the parking
Section 17 Off-Street Parking paragraph O line 4 which states
4. Except for one- and two-family dwellings, parking shall be

designed so that it is not necessary to drive over sidewalks or
curbs or to back into the street or driveway.

Mary Gerace - Chairman
Roberta Suppa - Clerk
Board of Appeals
November 18, 2020
November 25, 2020

STEM/ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

their work — but they over-
came, said Hurley.

“Remote learning over-
all has been tough,” she
said. “It’s hard to connect
with people via Zoom.
Working on this project
is more enjoyable than
regular class because we
were able to incorporate
our own experiences and
our academics to help our
community.”

At Everett High School,
the first place Challenge
Champions are in teacher
Anna Seiders’ class. Un-
der her oversight, the stu-
dents designed an app for
Everett that includes local
case count statistics, in-
formation on testing sites,
centralized resources, and
even a section dedicated
to self-care for those expe-
riencing anxiety or facing
isolation due to the pan-
demic. Students reached
out to City officials to ask
questions about current re-
sources and designed their
app to fill in gaps in ser-
vice they identified. One
app feature, for example,
is a 24/7 helpline offering
guidance and support.

“Teaching has never
been more challenging,”
said Seiders, who is a
STEM teacher at EHS. “In
a district that is nearly 100

percent remote, devel-
oping authentic learning
experiences feels almost
insurmountable. This proj-
ect could not have come at
a more perfect time. Not
only did it fit perfectly
in my curriculum, but it
also allowed my students
to engage in a real-world
problem that drastically
impacts their communi-
ty. To be able to integrate
the COVID-19 pandemic
into our class and give my
students an opportunity to
discuss, design, and devel-
op meaningful solutions
was so powerful. “This
applied learning project
was a meaningful way for
them to see how what they
learn in class directly af-
fects their neighborhood
as well as inspire them to
consider different STEM
career pathways for their
futures.”

Mass STEM Hub an-
nounced the 2020 STEM
Week Challenge Cham-
pions after industry pro-
fessionals reviewed the
innovative and practical
solutions  they devel-
oped to real-world prob-
lems. Top teams like
EHS’s will now have the
opportunity to  further
collaborate with industry
partners at IBM iX, Dell

Technologies, and the
New England Aquarium,
along with experts from
Partners In Health and Bi-
onic Project, Inc.

Mass STEM Hub also
worked closely  with
high-quality STEM ap-
plied learning partners In-
novative Learning Part-
ners, PBLWorks, Project
Lead The Way, and ST
Math to design each of the
grade-level prompts.

“The projects submit-
ted for the STEM Week
Challenge reinforce how
effective applied learning
is when it comes to en-
gaging students and driv-
ing authentic learning,”
said Katherine Skrivan,
Director of Mass STEM
Hub. “We’re proud of
all the students who took
their learning to the next
level by submitting their
projects for review and
feedback by STEM pro-
fessionals.”

Industry feedback and
engagement is a critical
component of the STEM
Week Challenge. More
than 200 volunteers across
61 companies participated
by reviewing projects and
giving tailored feedback.

In the industry review
of EHS’s winning project,
a Boston-based civil en-

gineer congratulated the
students on their ingenuity
and wrote, “this app goes
above and beyond the task
of contact tracing, devis-
ing a comprehensive view
of how to flatten the curve.
I would absolutely down-
load this app and feel con-
fident that my community
would be safer as a result.”

Kirnon said they didn’t
expect to win at all, but
simply wanted to solve a
problem in the community
— that being easily acces-
sible information to the
pandemic crisis in Everett.

“Alyssa, Breetika, and
I didn’t expect to get first
place,” said Kirnon. “It
was very shocking given
the circumstances of being
online for the school year.
The best part of the project
is that our group had good
chemistry and good work
ethic.”

K-12 schools across
Massachusetts can con-
tinue to participate in the
STEM Week Challenge
and submit projects for
industry feedback through
November 25. To learn
more about the STEM
Week Challenge and
other hands-on learning
experiences offered by
Mass STEM Hub, vis-
it mass-stemhub.org.

Families/ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Thanksgiving. That will
give us a push into what
we can expect and what
we can do for Christmas.”

The state’s guidelines
are quite clear that they
are recommending people
stay in their household
and celebrate Thanks-
giving, but with so many
having been cooped up for
so long, that is likely not
realistic. However, Firi-
cano said if residents do
choose to go to a family
celebration, she asks they
approach it smartly — in-
cluding changing how the
celebration unfolds.

“As long as they stay
under the 10-person limit
and take all the precau-
tions and do things a little
differently, it isn’t prohib-
ited,” she said. “People
shouldn’t serve dinner
with the traditional buf-
fet style. I have heard a

lot of messaging about if
you go, bring your own
plates and plastic utensils.
That prevents people from
sharing things. I’ve also
heard a lot about bringing
your own Thanksgiving
dinner and eating with
each other, but your food
is pre-prepared instead of
having the big buffet of
food...That’s hard to do.
The problem is when you
eat your masks are down
and that’s when you really
need to be six feet apart.
People definitely should
not be sharing utensils and
serving spoons.”

That’s where the test-
ing has come in, and why
lines have been very long
at all of the City’s Stop the
Spread testing sites.

“We are recommending
testing and encourage peo-
ple to go get tested before
Thanksgiving because if

you do receive a positive
test result, then you won’t
go to grandma’s house,”
she said. “That’s why so
many people are getting
tested right now because
there are asymptomatic
people out there that are
positive and may go to a
small family gathering. I
think it’s very proactive
for people to be going to
get tested and it shows
they are trying to prevent
illness and they are think-
ing of others.”

On Friday, Firicano
said lines for testing have
been unusually long in
the week leading up to
Thanksgiving and expect-
ed more long lines this
week. For example, at
Swan Street’s testing site,
there was a line all the
way to Hancock Street.
Similarly, at the River-
Green Park drive-thru test

site last week, the line of
cars stretched all the way
back to the BNY Mellon
building near Santilli Cir-
cle.

Firicano said testing is
important, but it’s only a
snapshot in time. For ex-
ample, if someone is test-
ed last Friday, and gets
their negative result — it’s
important to continue
monitoring symptoms as
they could be exposed in
the time between.

“The test is like a snap-
shot in time,” she said. “It
really only tells you at that
moment what’s happen-
ing...People should really
continue to monitor their
symptoms and if you have
symptoms stay home and
don’t go to Thanksgiv-
ing dinner and get tested
again.”

Sﬂf@/ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of severe illness from
COVID-19, and deliv-
ering them in a way that

doesn’t involve contact
with others.
e Watching  sports

events, parades, and mov-
ies from home.

* Shopping online rath-
er than in person on the
day after Thanksgiving.
Use contactless services
like curbside pick-up or
shop in open air markets
and stay 6 feet away from
others.

Please take caution if
you choose to participate
in additional activities that
are considered high risk
this year. These activities
include:

* Attending or hosting
indoor gatherings with
people from outside your
home.

e Sharing food and
drinks.

e Shaking hands and
hugging. Instead, wave
and verbally greet others.

e Singing, dancing, and
shouting. These activities
increase your chances
of catching COVID-19
through the air.

* Going shopping in
crowded stores just be-
fore, on, or after Thanks-
giving.

If you are planning to
spend Thanksgiving out-
side of your home or with
people outside of your
household, please take

precautions. At any time
you are around people
who you do not live with,
wear a mask, wash your
hands or use hand sanitiz-
er regularly, and practice
social distancing by stay-
ing 6 feet apart.

If you are hosting
Thanksgiving and wel-
coming guests into your
home, here are some tips
that can help you have a
safe gathering:

* Keep it small and lim-
it the number of guests. In
Boston, indoor gatherings
should be 10 people or
less.

* Asks guests to wear a
mask at all times, unless
they are eating and drink-
ing, and to stay 6 feet apart
when possible.

* Clean and disinfect
frequently touched surfac-
es and items in between
use.

e Ask guests to avoid
going in and out of areas
where the food is being
prepared and handled,
such as the kitchen.

e Do not share food,
drink, or any utensils.

e Have guests bring
their own food and drink.

* Avoid any self-serve
food or drink options,
such as buffets, potlucks,
or drink stations.

e If sharing food, have
one person (wearing a
face mask and gloves)
serve food and use sin-

gle-use options, like salad
dressing and condiment
packets, and disposable
items, like food contain-
ers, plates, and utensils.

e Consider small seat-
ing table arrangements in
multiple rooms with plen-
ty of spacing, instead of a
large family table.

e Improve ventilation
by opening windows and
doors.

e For 14 days before
and after holiday gather-
ings, minimize contact
with other people, and
leave home for only es-
sential services like going
to work, buying groceries,
and doctor appointments.

Traditionally, many
people travel for Thanks-
giving. Although it is
strongly ~ recommended
that you stay home this
year to protect yourself
and others from the virus,
there are guidelines that
can help those who plan
on travelling stay safe:

* Know the higher-risks
states and what the Mas-
sachusetts travel orders
mean for when you return
home.

e Wear a face covering
at all times in public.

e Stay 6 feet apart from
anyone who is not in your
household.

e Get a flu shot before
traveling (if you have not
already).

* Wash your hands often

and/or use hand sanitizer

regularly.

* Avoid touching your
mask, eyes, nose, and
mouth.

Please do not host or
participate in any in-per-
son gatherings if you or
anyone you live with:

* Tested positive for
COVID-19 and have not
recovered.

* Has
COVID-19.

. Is waiting
for COVID-19 test results.

. May have
been exposed to someone
with COVID-19 in the
past 2 weeks.

. Is at an
increased risk of severe
illness from COVID-19,
such as older adults or
those with certain medical
conditions.

It is important that we
are do our part in pre-
venting the spread of
COVID-19. This virus
is very easily contract-
ed and gatherings such
as Thanksgiving can be
more harmful that people
expect. Remember to al-
ways wear a mask, wash
your hands, and practice
social distancing. The
City of Everett strongly
encourages you to cele-
brate Thanksgiving, but in
a safe and healthy manner.

symptoms of
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Remote tree lighting planned here

Mayor Carlo DeMaria
will be remotely conduct-
ing the City of Everett’s
annual Christmas Tree
Lightings on Thursday,
December 3. This year’s
festivities that we all look
forward to have been can-
celled due to the pandem-
ic. There will be trees lit
at Everett Housing Au-
thority, Wehner Park, and
Everett Square. Howev-
er due to the COVID-19
pandemic, these events
will be closed to the pub-
lic and shared virtually on
Facebook Live.

“Christmastime is a
wonderful time of the year

and I am excited to begin
the Christmas season with
our Tree Lightings,” said
Mayor Carlo DeMaria.
“This year has been chal-
lenging for our communi-
ty and I hope lighting our
trees can provide a small
glimmer of hope. It is tru-
ly unfortunate we cannot
welcome the community
to join us for the festivi-
ties, however, health and
safety come first.”

The Tree Lightings will
take place during the eve-
ning hours on December
3. Below is the schedule
for the events:

eEverett Housing Au-

thority, 381 Ferry Street
—4pm

*Wehner Park, Broad-
way and Lynn Street —
5:30pm

*Everett Square, Broad-
way — 7pm

Residents are welcome
to visit Mayor DeMaria’s
Facebook page, @may-
ordemaria, during these
scheduled times to partic-
ipate. The City of Everett
hopes that the Tree Light-
ings will bring the com-
munity joy and happiness
throughout the holiday
season.

DeMaria’s seeks community
imput for School Committee seat

Mayor Carlo DeMaria
will continue his Virtual
Listening Tour to gather
feedback from the Ever-
ett community regarding
his request to become a
voting member of Ever-
ett School Committee. In
compliance with social
distancing, the Mayor will
be hosting meetings via
Zoom over the next few
weeks.

The Mayor envisions
these feedback sessions
as a brief Q&A between
interested parties and the
Mayor followed by him
hearing from the residents
as to their thoughts on the
proposal.

There are multiple dif-

ferent sessions scheduled
on Zoom:

*December 1, at 6 p.m.
- 7:30pm — Parents/Resi-
dents/Interested parties

*December 2, at 11lam
-noon -  Employees/
Boards and Commissions

*December 8, at 7:00pm
- 8:30pm - Facebook Live

*December 9, at
6:30pm — 8 p.m. Parents/
Residents/Interested par-
ties

eDecember 10, at 6
p-m. — Telephone Town
Hall [more info to come]

To participate in one
of these sessions, please
email Michelle Doucette,
Communications Special-
ist at Michelle.Doucette @

Cases of COVID-19
continue to stay in

double digits

The numbers of
COVID-19 cases in Ever-
ett continues to stay in the
30s nearly every day with
the last week (Monday to
Monday) registering 284
new cases in the city. That
is an increase from the pri-
or week when there were
210 cases for the week,
and the previous week
when there were 148. The
numbers have nearly tri-
pled in the last four weeks.

The most recent num-
bers are as follows:

*Monday, Nov. 23 — 35

*Sunday, Nov. 22 — 39

*Saturday, Nov. 21 — 35
*Friday, Nov. 20 - 21
*Thursday, Nov. 19 -39
*Wednesday, Nov. 18 —
38
*Tuesday, Nov. 17 — 39
*Monday, Nov. 16 - 38
Everett is still a benefi-
ciary of the state Stop the
Spread testing program
and there is ample free
testing all over the city
right now through Dec.
31. There is no appoint-
ment necessary, and test
results are usually avail-
able within 24 to 48 hours.

Clllb/ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ever has that license need
to turn it in to the City.”

Roseann revealed her
agreement was with Café
Napoli, who had agreed
to sell her the license and
transfer it to the social
club.

“Café Napoli will have
to turn that license in be-
cause a license is not col-
lateral,” said Antonelli.
“It’s the property of the
state. There’s not mone-
tary value to that.”

Said Roseann, “They’re
here on the call and
they’re trying to transfer
their license over to me.”

Café Napoli’s Antonio
Cristonelli said if they
can’t sell it, they’ll turn it
in.

“We have to just give
back, then,” he said. “Ok,
we’ll give it back. We

don’t need it anymore.”

With that seemingly
resolved, Member Phil
Aloro said he felt there
were too many unknowns
with the social club, and
he’d like them to get their
Common Victualler li-
cense and then come back
to the Board for more dis-
cussion — perhaps even a
site visit.

With Café Napoli turn-
ing in their license sup-
posedly in December, An-
tonelli said it does open
up the possibility of King-
sman getting a beer and
wine license in January if
all goes well.

Roseann said she pur-
chased the social club
from the former Café Ali-
ya, which was also previ-
ously unknown to the City
and the License Board.

For Advertising Rates,
Call 617-884-2416

ci.everett.ma.us and she
will provide you with the
Zoom link. Please check
Mayor DeMaria’s Face-
book for the most current
and up to date information
regarding the Tour.

A proposal has been
submitted to the City
Council to amend the
City’s Charter to make the
Mayor a voting member of
the Everett School Com-
mittee. Since this move-
ment has been said to be
rushed, the Mayor would
like to take a moment to
listen to the residents, stu-
dents and stakeholders in
the Everett Community.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

COVID-19

TESTING UPDATE

The Edith Street Park
COVID-19 testing center
will be closed on Wednes-
day, November 25, 2020.
The testing center nor-
mally operates every
Wednesday from 12pm-
6pm, however due to the
holiday, the center will be
closed to ensure that the
lab will be able to process
all testing samples. Test-
ing will still be conducted
during the morning hours
of the day at Upper Flor-
ence Street Park at 72
Nichols Street from 7am-
12pm.

On Thanksgiving Day,
the testing center at the
Rivergreen Park parking
lot will be closed. Normal
testing will resume on Fri-
day, November 27, 2020
at Swan Street Park from
7am-12pm and Everett
City Hall parking lot from
12pm-6pm.

CONNOLLY
CENTER
TEMPORARILY

CLOSED

Due to the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday, the Connolly
Center Food Pantry will
be closed on Wednesday,
November 25, 2020. The
pantry will take this op-
portunity to restock the
shelves to ensure that they
will be prepared to serve
the public over the com-
ing weeks.

Home deliveries will
still be made on Monday,
November 23rd and Tues-
day, November 24th to
those in need. Additional-
ly, they will be accommo-
dating appointments for
the Human Service Holi-
day program.

The pantry will reopen
the following week, on
Wednesday, December 2,
2020.

FOR KIDS ONLY
PARTNERS
WITH CITY

In partnership with
Mayor Carlo DeMaria
and the City of Everett,
For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) has begun
to celebrate the Season
of Giving! On Thursday,
November 19th, FKO will
be receiving a donation of
80 Thanksgiving Activity
Kits from the United Way
of Mass Bay on behalf
of their corporate part-
ner, Massachusetts Elec-
tric. These activity Kkits
will be filled with snacks,
thanksgiving games,
crafts, coloring puzzles
and indoor scavenger
hunts to be distributed
to all children attending
the city’s remote learn-
ing center, operated by
FKO Afterschool. FKO
is currently operating out
of the former Pope John
High School and serv-
ing 75 Everett children
each day from 7:30am to
5:30pm.  Enrollment is
ongoing and financial as-
sistance is available! Vis-
it  www.fkoafterschool.
org or call 857-201-9996
for more information.

EVERETT HOUSING
AUTHORITY
PARTICIPATES

IN SOCKS FOR
SOLDIERS
COLLECTION

The Everett Housing
Authority in an effort to
assist those in need during
this difficult time has de-

cided to conduct a com-
munity sock collection
for the Soldiers’ Home in
Chelsea. Please help in
this charity collection by
bringing new insulated or
white socks (without elas-
tics) to our collection drop
box in front of our Admin-
istrative Office, 393 Ferry
St, Everett. The collection
box will be available dai-
ly during working hours,
ongoing until December
17,2020 (Mon. thru Thur.
OA - 3P & Fri. 9A - 11A
excluding holidays). All
socks collected will be
brought to the Soldiers’
Home where they will be
distributed, as needed by
the staff.

CITY CLOSES
DOWN CITY
HALL FOR
THANKSGIVING
WEEK OUT OF

CAUTION

Everett City Hall closed
its doors on Monday for
the Thanksgiving week
out of an abundance of
caution, as COVID-19
cases continue to rise in
the City.

The physical build-
ing of Everett City Hall
closed beginning Monday,
Nov. 23, and will re-open
Monday, Nov. 30, out of
an abundance of caution
and the safety of staff and
customers. Online bill pay
is still up and running as
well as drop boxes out-
side of all City Hall doors.
Please call 311 for any
and all needs.

“Thank you for your
patience and understand-
ing during this unprece-
dented time,” read a state-
ment from the City.

COVID-19 has changed everything.

Let us get your holiday message out to our thousands of readers of The
Revere Journal, The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times

Free Press, Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal in
our December editions:

HOLIDAY EVENTS | SPECIAL SERVICES
GIFTS & GOODIES

AD RATES (in col. inches)
2X3.erAny 39225........ All 6.....$325
2x5........Any 3 $450........ Al 6.....$550
3x5.........Any 3$550.......All 6.....$650
3x10or 5x6.Any 3$700...All 6.....$850

Banner (6x3)...........$200 per city
Color incl. in cost of advert.

Many of our readers
will find themselves
celebrating the Holidays - ¢
from their own
homes safely.

Call 781-485-0588 or e-mail your Sales Rep to get started!
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving is a uniquely American holiday, trac-
ing its roots back almost 400 years to the Pilgrims, long
before there was even a thought of a United States of
America.

Thanksgiving is the ultimate family-centered holi-
day. It has no religious meaning, no national-celebra-
tion connotations, and no required gift-giving. It lacks
the commercialism, religiosity, solemnity, and political
overtones of all of our other national observances.

It is the only day on the calendar when we have no
obligation other than to spend the day with those who
mean the most to us. It asks nothing more from each
of us (other than for the person who is doing all the
cooking!) beyond just showing up and enjoying the
company of our family and friends and then having a
great meal.

Even amidst this time of a raging pandemic in our
country, we all can agree that Thanksgiving makes us
aware of what we have to be thankful for. Despite our
present trials and tribulations, Americans are remark-
ably fortunate to be where we are. Thanksgiving is a
national celebration that serves to remind us how bless-
ed we are at a time when circumstances are so cruel
for so many others in a world in which there are more
refugees than at any time since the end of World War I1.

Thanksgiving serves as a rare day for relaxation, re-
flection, and inevitably -- at least for some of us -- a
post-dinner nap or early night of sleep. In a time when
so many of us are connected 24/7 to some instrument
of communication, it truly is a relief to have a day when
we can just shut it all off.

We wish all of our readers a happy -- and restful --
Thanksgiving.

ENJOY THE
HOLIDAY SAFELY

We would be remiss if we did not remind our readers
to enjoy the holiday weekend, but to do so safely.

The pandemic is spreading like widlfire across our
nation, shattering previous records of infection on a
daily basis and requiring all of us to take every pre-
caution to ensure that we do not spread the coronavirus
among our friends and family members.

The virus does not take a holiday -- and each of us
must act accordingly.

Your opinions, please

The Everett Independent welcomes letters
to the editor. Our mailing address is 385
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. Our fax
number is 781-485-1403. Letters may also
be e-mailed to
editor @everettindependent.com.
Letters must be signed. We reserve the right
to edit for length and content.
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HAPPY

GUEST Opr-ED

Thanksgiving 2020; home, but not alone

By Karen Lee Sobol

Has your sense of
time shifted lately? Does
avoiding people feel bi-
zarre, and has Purell
become your new best
friend? Do you spot beau-
ty in surprising places, and
feel the rhythm of your
breath inside your mask?

I’ve lived through this
before. Then, I was solo.
Now, I'm one of seven
billion, living through it
again, with you. Both
times, with little advance
notice, a deadly disease be-
came a dire threat. Then,
in 2005, I was diagnosed
with a non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma defined as rare
and incurable. Now, in
2020, we all risk infection
by COVID-19, a wildly
contagious novel corona-
virus with no known cure.
My blood cancer was so
rare it’s called an orphan
disease. COVID-19 is so
universal it’s called a pan-
demic.

Thinking about the
Thanksgiving holiday
usually  energizes  us.

Plans often include trav-
el, time with family and
friends, and meals shared.
This year, the dangers of
spreading or contracting
COVID-19 trigger anxiety
and dread. What to do?
In 2005, I faced a sim-
ilar dilemma. I was in the
midst of a clinical trial with
a monoclonal antibody.
Because the drug had an-
nihilated my immune sys-
tem, every germ and virus,
whether it came from an-

other person or naturally
lived inside my body or
on my skin, could pose a
lethal threat. I washed and
sanitized my hands obses-
sively and never touched
my face. Social isolation
was self-protection, so I
left home only to go to the
hospital or take solitary
walks, a scarf wrapped
over my nose and mouth.
Holding a vision of myself
as cancer-free and healthy,
as though I already were,
I felt that a brighter future
was just a matter of time.

In a normal year, my
family’s Thanksgiving
tradition might start by
serving a mid-day meal
to guests at a local shel-
ter, then welcoming fam-
ily and friends to dinner
in our home. But for us
2005 was no normal year
and exposing me to oth-
er people wasn’t an op-
tion. Instead, we ordered
in dinner for three—my
husband, our teen-aged
daughter, and me—and
felt grateful. We connect-
ed with people by phone,
and their intangible energy
helped sustain my nuclear
family through our crisis.

For us all, 2020 is no
normal year. Together we
face the potentially deadly
risk of COVID-19. And
we’re tired of social isola-
tion. But what opportuni-
ties we have, including the
opportunity to keep our-
selves, our families, and
our friends, safe, and to
share our resources more
widely.

Remember what they

say before an airplane
takes off? “If the oxygen
masks drop down, put
your own mask on before
assisting others.”

This Thanksgiving, if
you’re lucky enough to
have a home, please stay
there. Being alone doesn’t
have to mean being lone-
ly. Consider safe, helpful
ways to support and con-
nect with people. Perhaps
order your dinner from
a local restaurant to help
keep cooks and staff em-
ployed. Perhaps donate to
a local food bank or shel-
ter so those less fortunate
have meals

to nourish them. Per-
haps, in recognition of the
historic roots of the day,
contribute to an organiza-
tion like the Indigenous
Environmental Network
which provides desperate-
ly needed food and emer-
gency COVID-19 relief
funds to Native Ameri-
cans.

With challenge comes
opportunity. We have the
chance to stem COVID-
19°s spread, and we have
the chance to spread com-
passion. Compassion nur-
tures healing and hope. Its
intangible energy creates
real results.

When the twelve weeks
of my clinical trial ended,
I was frail and exhausted,
but signs of cancer had
decreased  dramatically,
and five months later, the
disease was gone. It took
two years and four months
for my immune system to
rebuild and I was able to

resume normal life. With
the welcome news that
a vaccine will likely be
available within the next
few months, I feel opti-
mistic that our collective
timeline will be much
shorter.

I believe in medical sci-
ence and I believe in the
power of holding a vision
of good health. Now, as
then, I think of my favor-
ite equation ever: Hope
= Belief + Expectation. I
believe, and I fully expect,
we can and we will stop
COVID-19.

Imagine a world free of
COVID-19 as if it already
exists, and hold this vision
with me. Imagine a world
in which we care for our-
selves and each other as
one family.

Now expand the vision
to embrace the planet. If
we actively protect and
preserve  biodiversity —
earth’s wondrously varied
habitats and the count-
less species who thrive
in them—we take a giant
step to keeping hundreds
of thousands of viruses in
the plant and animal king-
doms where they belong,
and where they won’t leap
to us.

Now we know. Good
health is global health.

Karen Lee Sobol lives
in Boston MA and is Art-
ist and Author of Twelve
Weeks: An Artist’s Story
of Cancer, Healing, and
Hope.

LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

STUDENTS NAMED
TO FIRST-QUARTER

HONORS
Mystic Valley Regional

Charter School recently
released its first quarter
Honor Roll for the 2020-
2021 academic year.

All in all 348 MVRCS
students in grades 7-12
achieved either High
Honor Roll or Honor Roll
Recognition. Twenty nine
young men and women
hailing from Everett were
part of the list. To be on
the Honor Roll a student
needs to finish the quarter
with no grade lower than
a B-, to be on the High
Honor Roll a student

needs to finish the quarter
with no grade lower than
an A-.

Since its inception in
1998, Mystic Valley Re-
gional Charter School has
educated students from the
communities of Everett,
Malden, Medford, Mel-
rose, Stoneham and Wake-
field. The school has near-
ly 1,600 students in grades
K-12 and strives tirelessly
to deliver a world-class
education  characterized
by a well-mannered, dis-
ciplined and structured ac-
ademic climate. Located
in Malden, MVCRS has
an extensive character ed-
ucation program as well
for students in all grades,

incorporating core values
and fundamentals ide-
als of American Culture
embodied in the Declara-
tion of Independence and
United States Constitu-
tion. MVRCS is proud to
be the lone public school
in Greater Boston to offer
a 5-day in-person learning
option.

Honor Roll
from Everett

High Honor Roll

Grade 12: Frances Cha-
taigne, Rachel Silva.

Grade 10: Sofia Blan-
dino, Amira Harda.

Grade 9: Niamh Stew-
art, Eva Truong.

Grade 8: Vy Nguyen,
Lucas Santos, Victor De-

Students

Souza.

Grade 7: Brady Capa,
Rihanna Closell, Moham-
med Daoud, Zion Pre-
sume.

Honor Roll

Grade 12: Janae Green,
Bryant Nguyen, Crystal
Truong.

Grade 11: Carissa
Loesch, Ayman Ramzy.

Grade 10: Daniel Paes.

Grade 9: Eva Bou-
dreau, Joshua Desouza,
Arianna Perdomo, Esther
Souza.

Grade 8: Lily Van
Campen, Lucas Freitas,
Cory Meady, Keira Mi-
chenzie, Hannah Mu-
lugheta.

Grade 7: Elijah DeTore.
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City, community mourns sudden
loss of Building Inspector Jim Soper

By Seth Daniel

Everett Building In-
spector Jim Soper was
largely credited with revo-
lutionizing and streamlin-
ing the Building Depart-
ment in Everett just as a
building boom fell on the
city over the last five years
— being a trusted advisor
of Mayor Carlo DeMaria
who was known to figure
out how to make some-
thing work rather than tell
people why something
won’t work.

In that, he was unique
and brought a fabulous
professional reputation to
the Building Department
in Everett that was known
far and wide in the con-
struction industry — and
by homeowners as well.
Tragically, Soper died
suddenly at his home in
Winthrop on Saturday,
leaving many to grieve for
his loss.

Soper had been born
and raised in Winthrop,
and still lived there, but in
2012 left that town as its
Building Inspector to take
over a revamped operation
in Everett.

Soper was cited by a
number of developers
over the years as being
forward-thinking and
willing to listen and figure
out how to make projects
work and still fit within the
safety and zoning codes.
That was clearly apparent
in 2016 when New Busi-
ness Intelligence, a large
software development
company, wanted to ren-
ovate and upstairs build-
ing in Everett Square. In
a world where Building
Departments are usually
behind the times and apt
to say ‘no’ at the slightest
new idea, when NBI pro-
posed having showers and
a kitchen in their office,
Soper was willing to figure
it out. Because employees
in their field often stay
late at night working, they
need a kitchen to cook,
and because the industry
is heavy on bike riding, a
shower is standard office
fare. That was all new to
Everett, but Soper was
open enough to trust and
make it happen — which
is what defined him as an
Inspector in an incredibly
changing time for the City.

Building Commissioner

Jim Soper pictured earlier
this month at a City event.
Soper, largely credited with
modernizing and stream-
lining the Building Depart-
ment since 2012, passed
away suddenly on Saturday
at his home in Winthrop.

“We had some differ-
ent and unique things we
needed for our office,”
said NBI owner Matthew
Nowosiadly. “We asked
the landlord if he thought
we could do these things.
He said it would likely be
no problem. I said, ‘Oh
yea, wait until they find
out I want a full kitchen
with an exhaust fan.’ In the
end, it wasn’t a problem.
Everett was like, what can
we do to get your business
here? Everything was up
to code and everything
was safe, but it wasn’t dif-
ficult.”

So many have said the
same thing about Soper.

Clearly, the center-
piece of his professional
life was pouring over the
plans and drawings of the
Encore Boston Harbor re-
sort and casino. His office
was largely the oversee-
ing authority for the City
when Encore began pro-
posing its plans, built out
its plans, and began oper-
ating on the site.

For several years, Sop-
er was a fixture at regular
meetings with Wynn Re-
sorts, and worked closely
with their engineers and
project managers — earn-
ing the City more acco-
lades for their ability to
think on a bigger scale and
also protect the City’s res-
idents.

Soper also collaborated
closely with the Planning
Department, and one of
his most exciting endeav-
ors was crafting the new

SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Everett Independent encourages residents to
submit birth and engagement announcements, news
releases, business briefs, honor rolls, social news,
sports stories, and photographs for publication. Items
should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway,
Citizens Bank Building, Revere, MA 02151. Items
can also be faxed to 781-485-1403. The Independent
also encourages readers to e-mail news releases to
editor@everettindependent.com.

The Everett Independent assumes no financial

zoning and Urban Renew-
al Plans for the Commer-
cial Triangle on the Park-
way. That area is just now
starting to see the fruits of
Soper’s vision — proposed
many years ago and ad-
opted in 2018. There are
a half-dozen projects lined
up for the Triangle right
now, most all due to the
vision of Soper and other
Planning Department col-
laborators.

“The economy of the
area will see how that all
works out with retail, of-
fice and residential,” Sop-
er told the Planning Board
in 2018. “There isn’t go-
ing to be a dry cleaner in
every building, but rath-
er many different uses.
We’re really hoping a vil-
lage is built there.”

Soper was also always a
trusty advisor to the Plan-
ning Board, the Zoning
Board and the Licensing
Board to name but a few.
Almost always at every
one of those meetings, he
was a trustworthy advisor
that rarely failed to have
the answer to any question
on hand.

Soper was also genu-
inely a good human being
as well.

In Winthrop, he stood
up strongly for a neighbor
he felt was getting a bad
deal on an international
custody issue — helping
draw attention to the mat-
ter and get his neighbor
help.

In Everett, when
COVID-19 struck, he and
his department were some
of the first to begin deliv-
ering hot meals to seniors
and other vulnerable pop-
ulations in the city. Soper
and his co-workers sud-
denly found themselves
delivering up to 400 hot
meals per day to residents
across the city, while also
balancing their duties
within the Inspectional
Services Department.

“What I know from the
guys that are doing this
is they are very happy to
make people so happy,”
he said in April. “They all
enjoy doing it. Your heart
gives a little bit during
these times.”

Soper’s passing is as-
sured to bring several trib-
utes in the coming week.

All

RESEARCH PROGRAM

Why have some communities not

been a part of medical research?

EVERETT HISTORY

Edward Everett an Orator and the City’s Namesake

For the next highlight in
our “More than a Name”
series, the most fitting fig-
ure is the namesake of our
City, Edward Everett.

Born in 1794 in
Dorchester, MA, Edward
Everett served many
prominent roles through-
out his life, including
Member of U.S. House
of Representatives from
MA’s 4th District, U.S.
Minister to the United
Kingdom, Governor of
MA, Secretary of State,
U.S. Senator from MA,
and President of Harvard
University.

Despite his political
prominence, Everett was
most notable for his skill
as an orator. In fact, Ever-
ett was the featured orator
at the dedication ceremo-
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Edward Everett.

ny of the Gettysburg Na-
tional Cemetery in 1863,
where he spoke for over
two hours. What happened
immediately after Ever-
ett’s speech? President
Abraham Lincoln deliv-
ered the Gettysburg Ad-
dress, one of our nation’s

most recognizable and
most significant speeches.

In 1870, Everett, MA
separated from Malden,
bearing the name “Ever-
ett” in honor of one of the
greatest orators in our na-
tion’s history and promi-
nent political figure during
a highly divisive time in
the United States, Edward
Everett.

To read more about Ev-
erett history, peruse the
Everett Libraries’ collec-
tions, engage in various
programs for all ages, or
utilize one of the free on-
line databases, be sure to
check out the Libraries’
new website (https://www.
noblenet.org/everett/) and
follow their Facebook
page (@EverettPublicLi-
brary) for updates.

Sheriff’s office awarded $1.15 million
federal grant to address opioid use disorder

The Middlesex Sher-
iff’s Office has been
awarded a $1.15 million
federal grant to help sup-
port justice-involved indi-
viduals with Opioid Use
Disorder (OUD) and their
families, Middlesex Sher-
iff Peter J. Koutoujian an-
nounced during a virtual
press conference on Tues-
day, November 17, 2020.

The  Comprehensive
Opioid, Stimulant, and
Substance Abuse Site-
based Program (COSS-
AP) grant was awarded
to the Middlesex Sheriff’s
Office (MSO) by the U.S.
Department of Justice’s
Bureau of Justice Assis-
tance (BJA). The fund-
ing will be used to launch
the Involving Families in
Treatment of Inmates with
Opioid Use Disorder Proj-
ect.

“This grant will help
us enhance and expand
our nationally recognized
Medication Assisted
Treatment And Directed
Opioid Recovery (MAT-
ADOR) Program by sup-
porting efforts to directly
engage families of incar-
cerated individuals with
Opioid Use Disorder,”
said Sheriff Koutouji-
an. “Families are critical
supports for individuals

Receive

with Opioid Use and all
Substance Use Disor-
ders. By providing loved
ones with crucial infor-
mation, tools and even
counseling, we believe we
can improve outcomes for
individuals, families and
our communities.”

In addition to building
off the existing MATA-
DOR program, the proj-
ect will also build on the
MSO’s Family Resource
and Outreach Coordinator
initiative. The Family Re-
source and Outreach Co-
ordinator position was es-
tablished earlier this year
to engage families through
outreach and education,
as well work with cor-
rectional staff to respond
to inquiries, requests and
concerns raised by family
members of individuals in
the custody of the MSO.

As part of the Involv-
ing Families in Treatment
of Inmates with Opioid
Use Disorder Project, the
MSO will:

e Develop and imple-
ment naloxone trainings
and naloxone distribution
for family members of
incarcerated individuals
with OUD.

e Establish a compre-
hensive family services
program for incarcer-

ated individuals  with
Substance Use Disorder
(SUD). This includes out-
reach to families, educa-
tional programs on SUD,
family counseling and
support groups.

The project will be ad-
vised and evaluated by Dr.
Andrew Kolodny and Gail
Strickler of Brandeis Uni-
versity’s Heller School for
Social Policy and Man-
agement.

“Involving families in
addiction treatment is a
best practice supported by
strong evidence,” said Dr.
Kolodny.  “Opioid ad-
diction is a life-threaten-
ing disease and improving
outcomes means saving
lives.”

Since its launch in 2015,
over 900 individuals have
participated in MATA-
DOR. There are currently
nearly 420 active MAT-
ADOR participants, 340
of whom are receiving
post-release care, while
approximately 80 are
presently receiving care
at the Middlesex Jail &
House of Correction. Of
all those who completed
six months of post-release
MATADOR services, just
13 percent recidivated
within one year.

Fight the Flu

The flu vaccine is vitally
important this year!

Protect yourself and your family. Our buildings
are clean and safe. Patients and

You can help researchers develop new and better
treatments that benefit all of us.

non-patients are welcome.
To register, call 617-568-4401.
For children 18 and younger
and their families, call:
617-568-44717.

responsibility for typographical errors in advertise-
ments, but will reprint that part of the advertisement
in which the error occurs. Advertisers will please
notify the management immediately of any errors
that may occur.

Many groups of people have been left out of
research in the past. That means we know less about
their health. When you join the A/l of Us Research
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

o\
w

|

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland
(617) 768-8300

AllrUs

*All participants will receive $25 after New England
completion of their visit. To complete the -
visit, participants must create an account,

give consent, agree to share their electronic

MOVING NOTICE

BRIGHAM HEALTH
BRIGHAM AND
WOMEN'S HOSPITAL

health records, answer health surveys, and
have their measurements taken (height,
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give
blood and urine samples, if asked.

W28 MASSACHUSETTS
“«\//“ GENERAL HOSPITAL

On December 10, 2020 the
office of John F. Yee, MD, PC
is moving to:

75 Riverside Ave., Suite #3
Medford, MA, 02155
P: (617) 387-3330
F: (617) 387-0827

RN

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Mammograms Save Lives.

All women over 40 should

have a mammogram once %
a year. Breast cancer
found early offers the best
chance to be cured. Free
or low cost mammograms

are available.

T HAN K Yo U EVE R ETT questions, contact us any time, day or night.
FOR YOUR SUPPORT o comcarirs !
OVER THE PAST 40 YEARS

: www.ebnhc.org/flushot El
Cones 0000 L

1.800.ACS.2345

Hope.Progress.Answers.®
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At this great time of uncertainty -
We all still have much to be thankful for
Happy Thanksgiving

Everett City Councilor
Michael J. McLaughlin
& Family
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My family and I wish to give
thanks to the following:

EVEREeTT POLICE, FIRE,

911 DISPATCHERS,
EvERETT HOSPITAL,
CATALDO AMBULANCE, FACILITIES,
Ciry HALL EMPLOYEES AND
VOLUNTEERS THIS
THANKSGIVING DAY
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brings peace for today and creates a vision for

- tomorrow.
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“What you put in me,
Y I'will put out for you.”
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Wishing you and
your family a warm
Thanksgiving
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Happy Thanksgiving from the
Everett Bank family to yours.

WE WISH YOU A SAFE AND JOYFUL HOLIDAY.

WE’LL BE CLOSED ON NOVEMBER 26 TH, BUT YOU CAN ALWAYS ACCESS
OUR ONLINE BANKING.

[ ]
cverettBank Right by you.
A CO-OPERATIVE BANK
EAGLE BANK
419 BROADWAY, EVERETT MA 02149 617-387-1110
771 SALEM ST, LYNNFIELD, MA 01940 781-776-4444 Member FDIC Member FDIC/ 800-BANK-EAGLE
WWW.EVERETTBANK.COM Member DIF Member DIF bankeagle.com

Everett Independent
WE WILL BE
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FORMER MAYOR

BRENNAN DIES

CHELSEA - John J.
‘Butch’ Brennan Jr., who
served as the last mayor
of Chelsea for two terms
in 1988 to 1991 before
the city went into receiv-
ership, died Monday after
a lengthy illness. He was
76.

Mr. Brennan symbol-
ized that anything is possi-
ble in the arena of politics
with the right mix of hard
work, integrity, honor, and
a belief in oneself that can
you help improve the lives
of residents with your de-
cisive actions and deeds.

Mr. Brennan was a bar-
tender at Ryan’s Tavern on
Fifth Street when he de-
cided to enter Chelsea pol-
itics. Friends and bar pa-
trons urged him to run for
public office, convinced
that the tall, personable,
straight-talking common
man could help Chelsea
become a better city.

Voters responded in
record numbers to Mr.
Brennan’s candidacy. He
topped the ticket twice in
alderman-at-large  races
and then decided to run
against incumbent mayor
Thomas Nolan in 1987.
He won that election and
took office in January,
1988, for the first of his
two terms in office.

Michael Patrick Bren-
nan, son of John “Butch”
Brennan and Kathleen
Brennan, was seven years
old when his father decid-
ed to run for mayor.

“I definitely have some
memories of the mayoral
campaigns,” said Michael.
“His stickers had a black
background and Bren-
nan was written in Kelly
green.”

Mr. Brennan ran a
high-voltage, high-visibil-
ity campaign. The people
responded enthusiastically
to the towering, 6-foot-4-
inch candidate who could
relate well to the everyday
plight and basic needs of
Chelsea residents.

“I remember every
Saturday morning hold-
ing signs across from the
Central Fire Station,” said
Michael. “Every day my
father would come home
from work, eat dinner
early and we’d go door to
door, knocking on every-
one’s door just so he could
introduce himself and
say that he’s there for the
common person. He want-
ed to listen to what people
wanted from a mayor.”

Brennan was answer-
able and accessible to res-
idents who rallied around
him, admiring this new
type of politician who was
one of them.

“My father would take
me to the park to play
catch and someone would
drive by and get out of
their car and say, ‘May-

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

or Brennan, I’'m having a
problem with this’ and the
next day, my father would
try and address it, wheth-
er it was calling the city
workers to fix a pothole in
front of someone’s house
or something else. He
just listened and he cared
about people and that’s
why he was so beloved.”

No matter was too big
or too small for Mayor
Brennan.

“There was one elderly
woman who couldn’t get
the newspaper anymore
— I remember my father
dropping the paper off at
her house. He would go
out of his way to deliver
the newspaper on his way
home from work,” said
Michael. “That meant the
world to her.”

Michael Patrick re-
called that his stepbrother,
Robert Small, also helped
out immensely with their
father’s campaigns and
during his service as may-
or. “He used to go with my
dad down to the projects
and help residents with
their repairs. He’d tell
Robert to bring his camera
and he’d follow him, take
pictures, and document
everything.”

Kathleen Brennan, a
strikingly elegant first
lady of Chelsea, would
assist in beautification
projects throughout the
city. “My mother and dad
would drive around town
watering the plants at
nights,” recalled Michael.
“My mother took a lot of
pride in that.”

With the city facing
difficult financial times,
Mayor Brennan tried to
convince residents to vote
in favor of an override of
Proposition 2 .

“My father would walk
around door to door with
this can of coffee,” re-
membered Michael. “My
father’s point was that the
cost of the can of coffee is
what you’d be paying once
a month in taxes and that
it would help the school
system and he wouldn’t
have to lay off firefighters
and police officers. But
Proposition 2 % lost big
time. The residents turned
it down. They didn’t want
to do it. That’s when he
reached out to the state to
help Chelsea. My father
thought that was the way
to put the city he loved
back on track to recovery
after all those years of
difficult financial circum-
stances. He pretty much
gave away his job as may-
or for the city he loved.”

Michael Patrick grad-
vated from Saint Rose
School, Malden Catholic
High School, and Stone-
hill College. He played in
the Chelsea Little League
and for Jimmy Manzo’s
Knickerbockers in the
CYBL.

Tall (6-feet, 3 inches)

like his father, Michael
and his wife, Meghan,
have two daughters.

“People still ask me if
I’m related to Butch Bren-
nan,” said Michael. “So
many people call him a
hero. It just makes me so
proud. He did a lot for
a lot of people. He was
respected. It’s different
when your son loves you,
but when people that ar-
en’t related to you care
about you, it just makes
you proud.”

Aloving younger broth-
er

William “Biff” Brennan

William “Biff” Bren-
nan, Chelsea High Class
of 1971, was nine years
the junior to his only
brother, John “Butch”
Brennan, Chelsea High
Class of 1962. He said this
past Monday was a diffi-
cult day in the Brennan
house.

“I really had a bad day
when Michael Patrick
called me with the news,”
said Biff. “But I have a lot
of personal friends in life
and they’ve been calling
and texting me and getting
me through it. [ appreciate
their condolences, but this
is a big loss for me.”

Biff recalled that Butch
was the best man at his
wedding when he married
Claudia Nowicki, a pop-
ular member of the Chel-
sea High School Class of
1976. Biff and Claudia
have been married for 30
years.

Biff said his brother
suffered a heart attack in
September, 2019. He re-
covered and was doing
well this summer but his
condition deteriorated in
the past few months.

“He was a great broth-
er,” said Biff. “He was al-
ways there for me. I tried
to be the same for him
through the politics and
the other things in life.”

The sons of the late
John J. Brennan Sr. and
Eileen (Ryan) Brennan,
Biff Brennan and John J.
Brennan Jr. grew up on
Walnut Street across from
the Williams School.

Biff Brennan took an
active role in his brother’s
campaigns. “I wrote some
of the political advertise-
ments,” said Biff. “My
brother never lost an elec-
tion. He topped the ticket
in 1983 and 1985 and won
for mayor in 1987 and
1989. Being mayor is a
tough job. He tried to do
a good job and I think he
did.”

Mayor John J. “Butch”
Brennan Jr. will always
occupy a place of royalty
and respect in the annals
of Chelsea. He made a
tough decision at a pivotal
point in the city’s history
and the city is now better
for it.

Biff Brennan said the
family will hold a me-
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morial observance for his
brother in the spring of
2021.

SEEKING TO HELP

HOMEOWNERS

CHELSEA - The City
will use almost $5 million
in Rainy Day Funds to
shore up a budget deficit,
and City Manager Tom
Ambrosino is still request-
ing the Council use anoth-
er $750,000 to help home-
owners about to be hit
with large property tax in-
creases in the midst of the
COVID-19 public health
and economic crisis.

Ambrosino gave his an-
nual report to the Council
on the potential tax rate
setting process, which
also reveals the City’s
standing on the tax bill
and just how much resi-
dents can look forward (or
maybe not so forward) to
paying in the coming year.
The tax rate for all proper-
ties is slated to be voted on
by the Council Nov. 30.

“There is a large in-
crease in values for two-
and three-family homes,”
said Ambrosino. “We will
try to ameliorate it some-
what...but there will be
significant tax increases
on these two classes of
property owners. There
is a small increase for
singe-families and con-
do owners will get a de-
crease in tax bills. It is the
two-family and three-fam-
ily homeowners that will
be impacted the most.”

Under the proposed
rates, the average tax bill
for a two-family will be
$4,629, which is an in-
crease of $442 over last
year. Three-family homes
would have an average tax
bill of $6,315, which is an
increase of $767 over last
year.

Single-family = homes
would see an increase of
$63 over last year, with
an average bill of $2,705,
while condo  owners
would see a reduction of
$237 from last year with
an average bill of $1,935.

That is happening be-
cause property values
have skyrocketed in Chel-
sea and the surrounding
communities — with the
values used reflected the
2019 calendar year when
sales of homes were on
fire.

The average value of
a three-family home in-
creased by 12.9 percent
in the time assessed, and
two-families increased by
11.2 percent. Single-fam-
ilies increased by 8.9
percent, and condos by
6.6 percent. Meanwhile,
larger apartment buildings
— which had increased
in the double digits last
year — were up only 4.1
percent. While such in-
creases in values are won-
derful if one is selling or

LYNN ROTARY CLUB DONATES
T POLICE DEPARTMENT

Lynn Rotary Club President William Reilly and Past Presi-
dent Stephen Upton donated to the Lynn Police Depart-
ment 3,000 Nitrile Gloves and a case of Disinfectant Wipes.
Rotary District 7930 and the Lynn Rotary Club provided
the funds for this contribution. Products were purchased
at ERC Wiping Products in Lynn. Pictured are William Reilly
and Stephen Upton presented the donation to the Lynn

Police Department.

borrowing money on their
equity, they aren’t such
good news when one is
staying put and trying to
pay increasing bills in a
COVID-19 pandemic.

To combat those values
and increases, Ambrosino
suggested the Council ap-
prove the full 35 percent
of the owner-occupant
residential exemption that
is available. Up to now,
the City has been slowly
increasing the percentage
from 25 percent over a
five-year period. It wasn’t
to hit 35 percent until next
year. However, Ambrosi-
no said now is the time to
unleash all available help
to taxpayers.

“This  year, given
COVID-19, we should
take the maximum exemp-
tion and that means taking
the remaining 4 percent
that is left and using it all
this year,” he said.

Typically, tax increas-
es have been approached
with sympathy, but an
understanding that taxes
have been going up for a
long time. However, with
the economic distress put
on the City by COVID-19
— from job loss to tenants
not paying rent — Am-
brosino said there had to
be a different approach.

Ambrosino recom-
mended the Council use
more Rainy Day Funds
to help all homeown-
ers dispel the increase in
taxes through the new
Homeowner Stabilization
Fund. He said that Fund
has $250,000 in it, but
an addition of $750,000
would put it at $1 million
and would allow a great
amount of help.

Other forms of help, he
said, would end up help-
ing absentee landlords and
industrial property own-
ers, and spread thin the
help for those most affect-
ed. With the Fund, they
can target the help.

“The other ways are

not the most effective way
in my opinion to assist
the two- and three-fami-
ly homeowners who will
suffer from these large tax
increases in COVID-19
times,” he said. “What I
suggest is we add funds to
the existing Homeowner
Stabilization Fund.

On Tuesday, the City
announced the Homeown-
er Stabilization Program
application period had
been extended to Novem-
ber 30.

The City’s finances
which had been strong for
some time, have suffered
greatly under COVID-19.
First, excise taxes that are
mostly paid in Chelsea by
Enterprise Car Rental for
its airport activities has
plummeted. Last year, the
City collected $12 million
in excise tax, but that has
been reduced to $5.4 mil-
lion as airport activity has
decreased by 90 percent,
Ambrosino said.

Hotel/Motel Room
Taxes also decreased sig-
nificantly, going from
$1.95 million to $700,000
this year. In all, receipts
across the board were
down, and previously they
had been growing steadily
each year.

Councilor Giovan-
ni Recupero said he felt
there was a problem with
valuations, and with some
changes in the Assessor’s
Office, he asked for a
meeting to talk about the
values with them.

“Apartment buildings
didn’t go up substantial-
ly,” he said. “The last cou-
ple of years they didn’t
increase as significantly
as the two- and three-fam-
ilies. It doesn’t make
sense. They’re the ones
making all the money and
they didn’t raise as signifi-
cantly.”

Council President Roy
Avellaneda agreed that
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there seemed to be some
issues with the values, and
he echoed that he wanted
to speak with the Asses-
sors.

“I want to echo some of
the concerns that my col-
league has,” he said.

“There are a number
of inconsistencies in the
property values I saw,” he
said. “I don’t think enough
work was done to update
the values from a couple
of years ago to now. Val-
ues in certain spots went
up, but not in the larger
buildings. I don’t see the
larger building values go-
ing up and I think they
should...The best thing
we can do is make sure the
values are fair to everyone
and I want to say the val-
ues | saw posted weren’t
fair.”

Todd Taylor asked
about the Fund and how
people would qualify for
it, as many people with
high incomes on docu-
ments have lost their jobs
or significant parts of their
income. He said a lot of
people who have recently
been hit with economic
pain might be missed with
traditional documentation.

Ambrosino said for
most of the COVID pro-
grams, they have allowed
people to self-certify, and
they have had no prob-
lems.

“Our experience is
people have been honest
about it,” he said.

EASTIE COVID
RATES CLIMBING

Nearly one out of every
five people tested in East
Boston were found to be
COVID positive accord-
ing to the latest data re-
leased by the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission
(BPHC).

Last Friday the BPHC
reported that of the 23,693
Eastie residents tested
for COVID last week 19
percent were found to be
positive for the virus, a 13
percent decrease from the
16.8 percent reported two
Fridays ago. Eastie still
has the highest positive
test rate in Boston.

Overall since the pan-
demic began 14 percent of
Eastie residents here have
been found to be positive.
The citywide positive test
rate was up 29 percent and
went from 7.9 percent of
Boston residents testing
positive for the virus to
10.2 percent last week.

At his daily press brief-
ing last week, Mayor Mar-
tin Walsh reiterated the
City’s priority in this cri-
Sis.

“To keep people safe
and contain this virus, we
have to follow the science
and we have to follow the

data,” said Walsh.

What that means, the
Mayor explained, is that
city public health experts
collect ~ comprehensive
testing data and hospital
data. They analyze it to
understand how and where
the virus is spreading, and
the impact it is having.

“We shape our respons-
es and our guidance based
on what the data indi-
cates,” said Walsh.. “And,
we share the data with
the public, so you can be
armed with knowledge to
help keep yourself, your
family, and your commu-
nity safe. That’s a process
of continual feedback and
learning because, just as
this epidemic evolves and
its impact on our neigh-
borhoods evolves, our
knowledge about it must
evolve as well. We need
to adapt and update our
understanding of COVID
spread in the community.”

Walsh announced that,
starting this week, the City
will be publishing a total
of six key metrics relating
to test results and hospital
usage. The goal, he said, is
to give residents the most
current and comprehen-
sive picture of the virus as
they can.

“The more we know,
and the more you know,
the better informed and
prepared we can all be,”
he said.

Walsh emphasized that
every metric right now is
telling city officials that
we are in the midst of a
significant and concerning
increase in COVID activi-
ty in the city.

“The daily case increas-
es we are seeing are start-
ing to look like numbers
that we saw near our peak,
in April and May,” said
Walsh. “Hospital admis-
sions are not at that level,
but they have increased
over time. We all must be
focused on turning this
trend around.”

Walsh said that the City
is looking closely at what
steps we can take to fur-
ther limit the risk of trans-
mission.

“We have taken a cau-
tious approach throughout
this pandemic, making
safety our priority,” said
Walsh. “We pulled back
on in-person learning in
the Boston Public Schools.
This week we were able
to bring back 150 stu-
dents with the highest
needs, who desperately
need in-person services.
The Mayor thanked the
families and teachers for
making that possible. We
have kept our limits on
gathering sizes low. Pri-
vate, indoor gatherings are
limited to 10 people, and
private outdoor gatherings

to 25 people. For events in
public spaces, the limit is
25 people indoors and 50
people outdoors. We’ve
worked with the state to
limit restaurant hours and
retail hours, and put in
place a Stay-at-home ad-
visory for the hours be-
tween 10 p.m. and 5 a.m.”

However, the Mayor
cautioned, if these case
numbers continue to go
up, the city will have to go
further but added that he is
mindful of the impact that
restrictions have on the
local economy and small
businesses.

“But we must put the
health of our community
first because, in the end,
there is no economic re-
covery without public
health,” he said.

Eastie’s infection rate
rose by 6.7 percent ac-
cording to the data re-
leased by the BPHC last
Friday. Eastie’s COVID
infection rate went from
671.4 cases per 10,000
residents to 716.8 cases
per 10,000 residents. The
citywide average is 365.9
cases per 10,000 residents
and Eastie still has one of
the highest infection rates
in all of Boston.

So far 3,364 Eastie res-
idents have contracted the
virus and the neighbor-
hood accounts for 13.5
percent of all cases in
Boston.

The statistics released
by the BPHC as part of its
weekly COVIDI19 report
breaks down the num-
ber of cases and infection
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down
the number of cases by
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases
of coronavirus increased
4 percent last week and
went from 24,159 cases to
25,105 cases.

Fifteen more Boston
residents died from the
virus and there are now
899 total deaths in the city
from COVID.

SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS

ANNOUNCED

EAST BOSTON - On
Tuesday, November 10.
City Councilor Lydia Ed-
wards and the Edwards
Empowerment Fund host-
ed a virtual East Boston
Trivia and Comedy Night
to honor this year’s recipi-
ents of the Maverick Street

Mothers Scholarship.
At the event Diana Ci-
fuentes, Alejandra De

La Cruz, Hanane Ihizan,
Monica Sierra Ochoa and
Maritza Marinique were
all named recipients of the
2020 Maverick Mothers
Scholarship.

“I started the Edwards
Empowerment Fund be-

Real Estate Transfers
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cause it’s vital we provide
opportunities for residents
to achieve their fullest po-
tential,” said Councilor
Edwards. “The Maverick
Street Mothers Scholarship
pays tribute to the men and
women who came before
us and fought for our com-
munity. It honors parents
who are doing the work to-
day and allows us to invest
in their leadership so that
our community is stron-
ger. I'm so proud of the
five East Boston mothers
who received a scholarship
to continue college, go to
trade school, or improve
their English. I want to
thank them for their com-
mitment to their families
and East Boston despite
everything they juggle in
their lives.”

Edwards also thanked
all of the sponsors and
everyone who joined the
Virtual Comedy and Trivia
Night.

“It was amazing to have
our community show up
and support the recipients
with a beautiful, diverse
crowd that represented all
of East Boston,” she said.
“We look forward to next
year.”

The Maverick Street
Mothers organized com-
munity protests in the late
1960s against Logan Air-
port expansion construc-
tion. The protest was wide-
ly publicized as women,
mostly mothers, formed a
blockade using baby car-
riages to stop construction
and delivery trucks on
Maverick Street.

In honor of this move-
ment, the Edwards Em-
powerment Fund, a regis-
tered 501(c)3 non-profit,
was established by the
District 1 Councilor to up-
lift, amplify, and empow-
er residents by providing
equitable access to educa-
tional and skill-building
opportunities. The annual
scholarship will be award-
ed to parents wanting to
further their education or
are attending Boston-area
colleges. Cifuentes is an
active member of the East
Boston Community born
in Medellin Colombia.

She’s a mom to two
children, Stephen and
Valery. In her spare time,
Cifuentes is busy fighting
for safe and secure work-
ing conditions at Mass-
Cosh, for tenants at City
Life/ Viva Urbana and Co-
secha, and environmental
justice at GreenRoots. Ci-
fuentes said she hopes to
utilize the scholarship to
attend English classes and
propel her professional life
forward.

De La Cruz, born in
Lima, Peru, is a local mom
to three-year-old Nathan-

iela and a resident of Mav-
erick Square. In addition
to attending Bunker Hill
Community College for
Early

Childhood  education,
she is a lead hotline advo-
cate and serves on the Ex-
ecutive Committee for City
Life / Viva Urbana. She is
also a volunteer with the
East Boston Soup Kitchen
and mutual aid during the
pandemic. She said she
will use the scholarship to
pay the tuition at Bunker
Hill and become a teacher.

Thizan is an Eagle Hill
resident originally born
in Casablanca, Morocco,
and mom to her three chil-
dren - Sohaib, Rayane, and
Elaaf. Thizan is currently
pursuing her IT degree at
the University of Massa-
chusetts at Lowell. She
has been involved in the
East Boston community
for six years organizing
multicultural days, helping
with the East Boston Soup
Kitchen, peace walks, Har-
borkeepers, and translating
documents for Maverick
Landing services. Ihizan
mentioned in her applica-
tion she worked extremely
hard to pay for and receive
her GED from Bunker Hill
Community College while
being a full time mom and
working. This scholarship
will help her fulfill her
dream to receive a Bache-
lor’s Degree.

Ochoa is a resident of
Eagle Hill and mom to
Juan Manuel and Daniel.
She is heavily invested in
the East Boston communi-
ty and wishes to give back
with this scholarship. She
is currently a preparer of
documents and will use
this scholarship to attend
English classes. It is her
goal to build on the work
she’s already done in the
community and get in-
volved in more organiza-
tions once she learns and
practices more English.

Finally, Marinique is a
Maverick Central resident
in East Boston, and mom
to Valentina. Her work is
rooted in child and day
care, but her passion is to
serve the community. She
intends to

attend English classes
to better her skills and use
them to be engaged more
in East Boston area organi-
zations.

Last year the Edwards
Empowerment Fund dis-
persed over $10,000 worth
of scholarship money to
five deserving parents in
East Boston at a gala that
was attended by 100 com-
munity members at Spinel-
li’s Banquet Hall.

Recipients of the in-
augural Maverick Street
Mothers Scholarship last

With our
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year were Mary Luz Bar-
rera, Dominique DiDo-
menicis, Lisa Melara, and
Noemy Rodriguez.

The Maverick Street
Mothers protest was in re-
sponse to the construction
trucks bringing fill for a
Logan expansion project.
The trucks drove very fast
down the densely populat-
ed Maverick Street, creat-
ing an unsafe situation for
children, the elderly and
the mothers that took their
children out for walks or to
run errands.

On September 28, 1968,
led by local legend the late
Anna DeFronzo, a group
of mothers in what was to
become a historic protest
against the Port Authority
and airport expansion.

The group became
known as the ‘Maverick
Street Mothers’ and their
protest became the true
beginning of environmen-
tal justice in Eastie and
marked the opening sal-
vo and first victory in the

neighborhood’s famed
transportation justice
struggles.

After a series of clandes-
tine community meetings
it was decided that only
women and children would
participate in the demon-
stration because many felt
if men were involved it
might lead to fights and vi-
olence. The group notified
the media, put out a simple
press release and the next
day, September 28, the
demonstration began.

As the dump trucks ar-
rived the mothers, pushing
their children in baby car-
riages, blocked the street.

The State Police arrived
to restore order to the street
and when the Maverick
Mothers refused to back
down. The State Police
began to drag and push the
mothers to the sidewalk so
the trucks could continue.
However, former Mayor
Kevin White, who was be-
ing kept abreast of the sit-
uation, sent in the Boston
Police to counter the State
Police’s use of force.

The Boston Police made
the trucks stop and ordered
the protest to continue.

That night the event was
all over the evening news.

When Massport caught
wind that the protests
would not end, but contin-
ued the next day, Eastie’s
elected officials pointed
out that there were several
other viable truck routes
on Massport property that
could be used.

After negotiations,

Massport agreed to use
the alternative truck routes
and the Maverick Moth-
ers scored a major victory
during the era of Logan ex-
pansion.
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Rep. McGonagle speaks at MBTA meeting on service cuts

By Cary Shuman

State  Rep. Joseph
McGonagle spoke at an
MBTA  virtual public
meeting on Nov. 17 re-
garding the cuts in MBTA
services being proposed as
a result of the significant
decrease in MBTA rider-
ship and overall revenues
during the COVID-19
pandemic. In his remarks,
McGonagle emphasized
the importance of ‘The
Ride’ to Everett residents.

McGonagle told Mass.
Transportation Secretary
Stephanie Pollak that any
cuts in services puts a bur-
den on the city’s essential
workers.

“I’'m nervous with this
pandemic that any rid-
ership cuts put another

unfair burden on our es-
sential workers,” said Mc-
Gonagle. “We’re going to
be overloading buses and
I’m nervous about that.
That’s a great concern, es-
pecially in all the gateway
cities.”

McGonagle also af-
firmed his support for the
MBTA’s “Ride” program
in which seniors are trans-
ported to medical appoint-
ments and other desti-
nations essential to their
health and well-being.

“The other thing that
concerns me is The Ride,”
said McGonagle. “I don’t
want you to forget how
important The Ride is,
especially to our seniors
in our communities. It’s
extremely important. I
get the phone calls from

the seniors worrying that
those services will be cut
also. Please, I'm begging
you to take that into con-
sideration. I’'m praying
that this transportation
bond bill would get passed
in this session. That can be
a help to all of us, too.”

McGonagle’s remarks
followed opening com-
ments by Secretary Pollak
and MBTA Chief Engi-
neer Eric Stoothoff about
the cuts in services.

“First and perhaps most
importantly, I do want to
emphasize that the MBTA
is not doing this because
we want to reduce ser-
vice,” said Pollak. “We
are doing that because
we need to reduce ser-
vice. The MBTA has been
working for all the years

that I have been Secretary
to improve service, to pro-
vide better service to its
customers, to increase its
capital spending, and to
make the system better.”

Pollak said because of
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic “the number of people
who are using the MBTA
has dropped a lot.”

She said the amount
of fare revenue and park-
ing revenue generated by
MBTA riders has dropped
significantly during the
pandemic.

“We’re providing about
the same service as we
were a year ago for 1.3
million riders, but there
are only 330,000 people a
day are using the system,”
related Pollak. “While we
understand that service

cuts are difficult, it is not
the best use of the mon-
ey from taxpayers, local
communities, or those of
you who ride the MBTA
system and pay fares to
ride buses or trains or
ferries that are empty or
nearly empty and that is
where the focus of this
process is.”

Pollak concluded that
the MBTA has designed
this process - called
“Forging Ahead” - “to
protect our most essen-
tial services and our most
vulnerable riders, and the
riders who depend on the
T

“While we’ve done our
best to define what those
most important services
are, we are holding these
public meetings in order to

get feedback and we will
take it very seriously,” she
said. “That’s why I’m here
to listen to list and and
that’s why [MBTA Fiscal
and Management Control]
Director Brian Lang is
here directly to listen.”

Pollak indicated that
the proposed changes in
MBTA service would not
take effect immediately.

“They will be phased
in during 2021 with com-
muter rail service [chang-
es] perhaps staring as ear-
ly as January but most of
the changes on subways
and buses would not occur
until spring or summer,”
said Pollak.

As turkeys become more common, rivalries begin and friendships blossom

By Seth Daniel

The line in the sand was
the center of the street in
Woodlawn — where the
City Line between Everett
and Malden stands and the
rivalry between the two
cities has its beginnings.

Last month, on the Ev-
erett side stood Tom and
his friends from Everett.

On the other side of the
line stood Kevin and his
band of Malden buddies.

Each dared the other to
cross the line, just ready
for a vicious squabble.

The standoff lasted a
good 20 minutes and no
one dared cross the line.
Eventually Tom gobbled
loudly and then pecked
at the ground as he strode

off with his merry band of
gobblers.
Yes, we are talking

about turkeys, but in this
world where turkeys have
become much more preva-
lent, even in the cities like
Everett and Malden, there
are Everett turkeys and
there are Malden turkeys
— and like the humans in
those places, they don’t
mix.

“We have the Malden
turkeys and the Everett
turkeys and sometimes
they hang out,” said Ev-
erett Animal Control Of-
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ficer Stacia Gorgone. “But
really they are territorial
because the Everett tur-
keys don’t like the Mal-
den turkeys to come into
their territory. It will be a
Saturday afternoon they’ll
have a standoff in the mid-
dle of the street on the
City Line. They won’t go
into each other’s territory,
but they’re out there like
they’re daring each other,
standing their ground. It’s
like “The Outsiders’ mov-
ie or something.”
Thanksgiving is a time
to think about turkeys,
particularly cooked ones,
but more and more as the
birds populate the region
in larger numbers, it be-
comes a little easier to un-
derstand why those at the
first Thanksgiving chose
the birds — which thrive
in the New England en-
vironment. ACO Gorgone
and nearly every ACO
in the region has increas-
ingly had to deal with the
turkeys over the last five
years as more and more
wild turkeys roam the
streets of Everett in packs.
Mass Audubon indicated
that the wild turkey had
been plentiful in New
England at one time, but
disappeared from the area
by 1850. It stayed gone
for 180 years until it be-
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gan a comeback in recent
years. That was bolstered
by a conservation effort
that began in earnest in
the 1970s when turkeys
from New York’s Ad-
irondack Mountains were
transplanted to the Quab-
bin Reservoir in Central
Massachusetts. Since that
time, they’ve spread out.
Gorgone said she has
named the leader of the
pack in Glenwood Cem-
etery Tom the Turkey,
whom she named. Her
counterpart in Malden has
named the leader of the
turkey pack there, Kev-
in. In Everett, Tom and
his crew roam around
the cemetery and the sur-
rounding streets — some-
times making trouble, but
mostly foraging. At first,
many were excited to see
a strange site like turkeys
in the neighborhoods, but
now they have become
common enough to be like
any other wild animal.
Gorgone said Everett’s
turkeys are fairly mild, but
people should be careful
of them as they are not
pets. She said what went
from rarely seeing a tur-
key when she started has
now come to daily visits
with Tom in the cemetery
to check on the pack and
make sure they are safe

and staying away from fu-
nerals.

“Tom is just a crazy
turkey,” she said. “Who
would have thought tur-
keys would roam around
in the middle of Everett?
It’s going to get worse.
You wouldn’t think an
ACO in the city would
deal with turkeys. Hope-
fully we don’t have any
attacks. How do you quar-
antine a turkey? If a dog
attacks someone, we catch
it and quarantine it. You
can’t catch a turkey. They
fly away and you don’t
know where they go.”

Gorgone began getting
involved with the turkey
population in Everett a
few years ago when re-
ports of turkeys on Hos-
pital Hill began to surface.
Later, Tom and his crew
became regular problems
at Glenwood Cemetery.

“They are happy at
Glenwood, but there were
problems because at first
there were funerals and
they were attacking the
people at the funerals,”
said Gorgone. “What hap-
pens is there are really
great people who love an-
imals and they feed them.
Once that happens, the
turkeys won’t leave the
area.”

So it is, among the calls

for traditional wildlife and
dogs and cats, Gorgone
keeps tabs on the local
turkeys now too. She said
they can be cute, as Tom
now knows her and rec-
ognizes her car when she
drives in to check on them.
However, she said, they
are also dangerous, wild
animals, and cited attacks
at the Dunkin’ Donuts in
Somerville recently.

“Honestly, all of the
wildlife are getting too
used to humans,” she said.
“A turkey would have run
away from me years ago.
Now, I pull up and the
turkey knows me. You
would think it’s like my
dog greeting me at home.
Tom knows the sound of
my vehicle. He’ll come
running from one side of
the cemetery to get to me,
and they are fast. They’ve
become conditioned and
used to people. You can’t
wrestle down a turkey and
you also by law cannot re-
locate it either.”

That is one of the most
common misconceptions
Gorgone is faced with —
people wanting her to get
rid of the birds. In fact,
they cannot be relocat-
ed unless there is proven
immediate danger to the
animal. That was the case
in Revere a few years ago

when “Jake” the turkey
decided his home would
be in the middle of the
most dangerous intersec-
tion in Revere. After sev-
eral months of being there,
stopping traffic and caus-
ing many near-accidents
— the state allowed him to
be re-located to Carver,
Mass. (no pun intended
there). That is a long and
involved process, howev-
er, and none of the turkeys
in Everett are in danger or
are harming anyone to this
point.

“The best thing is to
just let them be and they’ll
move on,” she said. “Peo-
ple want to help. They
want to get close to them,
or try to move them. I
didn’t know the danger at
first either, but you have to
be careful. They’ve huge
and they can be vicious.”

As for the Everett/
Malden rivalry, Gorgone
laughed and said maybe
this year the Thanksgiv-
ing Football game can be
replaced by a cross-town
turkey standoff — keeping
the rivalry going and hav-
ing some fun too.

“Yea, it is just like the
Everett/Malden  football
game,” she laughed. “I can
say I think the Everett tur-
keys have been winning so
far from what I can tell.”

Cory McCarthy to be featured speaker at
Virtual Youth Coaching Clinic Nov. 30

By Cary Shuman

Everett High School
Vice Principal Cory Mc-
Carthy will be the fea-
tured speaker at the city’s
Virtual Youth Coaching
Clinic scheduled for Mon-
day, Nov. 30 at 7 p.m.

McCarthy’s remarkable
success as an adminis-
trator and coach at New
Mission Charter School in
Hyde Park is well-known
in the basketball commu-
nity and beyond.

McCarthy founded the
girls basketball program
at New Mission and his
teams were so successful
in Charter School state
tournament competition
that it was gently suggest-
ed that he consider a move
to the Massachusetts In-
terscholastic Athletic As-

sociation (MIAA).
McCarthy accepted the
new challenge and in 2007
he led the New Mission
girls team to the MIAA
Division 4 state champi-
onship. He then took his
talents — as LeBron James
might say — over to the
New Mission boys bas-
ketball program and won
four more state titles. His
incomparable Division 4
state championship team
produced six scholarship
basketball players.
McCarthy will speak at
the Virtual Youth Coach-
ing Clinic as part of a
multi-part series called
“Bridging The Gap Be-
tween Sports And Edu-
cation.” All Everett high
school coaches, youth
sports coaches, and aspir-
ing coaches are welcome

EMERGENCY
ALLBLOOD

TYPES NEEDED.

Give now.

American
Red Cross

to participate. McCar-
thy said he will cover the
following topics in his
remarks: program devel-
opment, character devel-
opment, how to develop
young athletes and fami-
lies and bring them along
through a program, how
to create a trajectory for
athletes from as young as
6-7 years old all the way
through college, and how
to improve as a coach.

As transcendent as his
athletic program-building
skills were at New Mis-
sion, he earned a reputa-
tion throughout the city
for creating a high-achiev-
ing academic environ-
ment at the school. As ath-
letic director and dean of
students at New Mission,
McCarthy paved the way
for virtually all of the NM
student-athletes to attend
four-year colleges.

“That’s what I’'m most
proud of,” said McCarthy,
who was also the New
Mission softball coach for
12 years.

During his reign at
New Mission, the school
became one of the high-
est-performing schools in
the City of Boston. “A lot
of our success was built
through sports,” said Mc-
Carthy. “It allowed us to
really challenge our stu-
dents and it motivated us

to have advanced classes
and build relationships
with college and univer-
sities. All of a sudden,
our graduation percentage
was 98 percent.”

This year McCarthy
joined with Lynn English
head coach Antonio An-
derson and BABC Coach
Jamal Griffin in found-
ing the Urban Basketball
Coaches Association. The
organization has conduct-
ed a multi-town food dis-
tribution drive, launched
degree-completion  pro-
grams for coaches, and
mentored  coaches on
building programs in ur-
ban cities.

McCarthy was asked
about the Greater Boston
League’s unanimous de-
cision to admit Lynn Clas-
sical and Lynn English to
the league in September,
2021.

“I can’t wait for them to
join us — we need that sort
of push,” said McCarthy.
“Their addition is really
going to make the GBL a
true force. Collaborative-
ly we can build all of our
sports programs and work
to elevate all of our pro-
grams.”

Coaches interested in
participating in the Virtu-
al Youth Coaching Clin-
ic can email Michelle.
Fenelon@ci.everett.ma.us
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Nofice is hereby given

by Rigano’s Towing

Service 1081 Fellsway,

Malden, MA, pursuant

to the provisions of Mass

General Laws, Chapter
255, Section 394,

that they will sell the Service.

1. 2016 Nissan Max-

following vehiclesonor ~ ima VIN TN4AAGAP-

after December 10,2020  76(438271

beginning at 10:00 am 2. 2010 Hyundai Sonata
by public or private sale ~ VIN SNPET4AC3AH580619
to satisfy their garage 3.2006 BMW 3251 VIN
keepers lien for towing, ~ WBAVB13566PT08364
storage, and notices of Signed

sale. Vehicles are being  Basil Rigano

stored ot Rigano’s Towing ~ Owner

11/25,12/2,12/9
4]

* Revere * Everett ¢ Winthrop ¢ Lynn ¢ East Boston ¢ Chelsea ¢ Charlestown ‘

TBL485-1403

Independent Newspaper Group

= (Classified -

More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week

REALESTATE
* Rentals

* Auto Sales * Yard Sales
* Miscellaneous

HELP
WANTED

DRIVERS WANTED-DEPENDABLE
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

Busy Revere Based transportation
company. All shifts available,
transporting passengers,

Our cars/our gas/our clients, call
Ricky 781-913-6613 or 781-284-1000
office (leave name and #)

Local geographical knowledge and

ROOM

FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT

Winthrop

Extra small room in quiet home
Fully furnished, 50-inch TV w/ inter-
net. Off street parking, near bus line
Kitchen and yard access

Available now

Call Carl

781-426-5454

$800/month + heat

good driving record a must.

DEADLINES: For classified line ads,
deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m. Call

781-485-0588

or fax the ad to 781-485-1403

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4
week special! Call 781-485-0588 or
fax the ad to 781-485-1403

ROOM FOR RENT

Chelsea

Available Now

Spacious Private Fully Furnished Room

3 floors, 3 Bathrooms

Landry in Building

market

Next to Bus, Train Station, Super-

$850/Month Includes Utilities

Call Maria 617-312-9467
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FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

BOSTON FAIR HOUSING COMMISSION

One City Hall Plaza, Suite 966
Boston, MA 02201-1054
617-635-4408

CAMBRIDGE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

51 Inman Street
Cambridge, MA 02139-1732
617-349-4396

CONNECTICUT COMMISSION ON HUMAN

RIGHTS & OPPORTUNITIES
21 Grand Street, 4th Floor
Hartford, CT 06106-1561
860-541-3400

MAINE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

51 State House Station
Rugusta, ME 04333
207-624-6050

MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION

One Ashburton Place, Room 601
Boston, MA 02108-1599
617-994-6000

RHODE ISLAND COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

180 Westminster Street, 3 floor
Providence, RI 02903-3768
401-222-2661/62

VERMONT HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

135 State Street, Drawer 33
Montpelier, VT 05633-6301
802-828-2480

NEW HAMPSHIRE COMMISSION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

2 Chenell Drive
Concord, NH 03301-9053
603-271-2767

NEW HAVEN COMMISSION ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

200 Orange Street, Room 402
New Haven, CT 06510
203-946-8160/8165

CHURCH News

Zion Church - Everett
News and Notes

Senior Pastor Bishop
Robert G. Brown will be
hosting Virtual Masses to
bring the people togeth-
er, spiritually while they
can’t physically. Their
virtual sanctuaries can be
accessed via their face-

book page, “Zion Church
Ministries.”

For more information,
they can be reached on-
line at zionchurchminis-
tries.com or via email at
office@zionchurchminis-
tries.com

Church at the Well Everett

News and Notes

Church at the Well Ev-
erett is a new church for
Everett that will begin
meeting in 2021. Check
us out on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
churchforeverett to view
weekly devotions and up-
dates, visit us at www.for-

everett.church to sign up
for our newsletter and see
how we can help you, or
connect with the Everett
Community Aid Network
at www.everettcan.com
to request any additional
help.

Glendale United Methodist Church

News and Notes

Glendale United Meth-
odist Church is open to all
and we welcome people of
all faiths, race, nationalities
and sexual preference. No
one is ever turned away. If
you are looking for a new
home church, we would
like you to check us out and
let us know what we can do
to make church a better fit
in your life.

Bible Study: Consider
joining us for Bible study
on Sunday. We meet in
the Church Parlor off the
Chapel from 9:30 to 10:00
a.m.

Sponsor the bulletin! For
a $5 donation, you can ded-
icate the Sunday bulletin to
recognize family, friends,
or special occasions. There
is a sign-up sheet in the
Pastor’s study. Feel free
to choose your particu-
lar week and leave a copy
of your dedication in the
mail in that is on the Pas-
tor’s door. Please contact
the Pastor if you have any
questions.

Boy Scout Troop 814:
Meet in Cooper Hall on
Tuesday evenings from 6-9
p.m. Cub Pack 11 meets on
Saturday mornings.

NA Meetings — Mon.

Bring Your Own Book 7:30
—9:30 p.m.; Thurs. I Can’t
But We Can, 8:00 7:30 —
9:30 p.m.

AA Meeting — Saturday
evenings from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m.

Pastor’s Office Hours:
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Other times by appoint-
ment.

Bread of Life Donations
— This outreach is being
done to honor the Unit-
ed Methodist Women’s
Group, who for so many
years were our outreach
source. Please bring any
food item(s) to church and
place in the box located on
the altar.

We are on the Internet
http://www.glen-
daleumc-everett.org
Glendale United
Methodist Church
Pastor David Jackson

392 Ferry Street (across

from Glendale Towers)

Please enter the church

by the driveway on
Walnut Street
617-387-2916
PastorDavidJack-
son58 @gmail.com
Pastor’s Office Hours:
Saturdays 10 AM to 2 PM.
Other times by
appointment.

A public service

THINK OF IT AS
AN OWNER’S MANUAL
FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. In print and online at ConsumerAction.gov, it's
the everyday guide fo protecting your hard-earned money. For your free copy, order
online at ConsumerAction.gov; send your name and acKJr

CO 81009; or call toll-free 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO.

Being a smart shopper just got easier.

message from the U.S. General Services Adminisiration

ess fo Handbook, Pueblo,

Glendale Christian Lighthouse Church

News and Notes

Sunday 10:30 AM Wor-
ship service.
Wednesday hour of

Power, worship, prayer
and Bible Study, via
Zoom.

“Whatever you do,

work at it with all your
heart, as working for the
Lord, not for human mas-
ters,” Colossians 3:23
“In Pursuit of Spiritual
Excellence”
Righteousness, Godli-

ness, Faith, Love, Truth
GLENDALE
CHRISTIAN
LIGHTHOUSE
CHURCH
701 BROADWAY
EVERETT,
MASSACHUSETTS
02149
617-387-7458
Rev. Larry Russi, Sr.
Pastor
pastorlarry@
thelighthousechurch701.net

Mystic Side Congregational Church

News and Notes

Mystic Side Congrega-
tional Church is located
in Everett, on Malden-Ev-
erett border, at 422 Main
Street. We offer a warm,
inviting atmosphere, and
all are welcome. Our Sun-
day Church service starts
at 10:30 a.m. and Commu-
nion is offered on the first
Sunday of each month. A
very pleasant coffee hour

and socializing follow our
services. Parking is avail-
able in our lot next to the
church on Wyllis Ave. (one
way off Main Street). We
look forward to welcoming
you this Sunday.

Mystic Side

Congregational Church
422 Main Street
Everett, MA

Grace Anglican Episcopal Church

News and Notes

Grace Anglican Episco-
pal Church is open and wel-
coming to all.

There are 3 services on
Sundays: 10am English,
1pm South Sudanese (Din-
ka) and 3pm Haitian Cre-
ole.

Come all and let us walk
together in this season of

hope, renewal and new be-
ginnings.
Grace Anglican
Episcopal Church
67 Norwood Street,
Everett, MA
Church Phone
617-387-7526 or
617-389-5765

Immaculate Conception Parish

News and Notes

Our Parish Staff: Father
Joseph Chacha Marwa,
S.M.A. Administrator;

Father Ernest Egbedike,
S.M.A. Parochial Vicar;

Secretary Barbara Can-
non

Weekly Mass Schedule
at Immaculate Conception
is as follows:

Saturday (Sunday Vig-
il) 4:00 p.m., Sunday 7:00
am., 9:00 a.m. (Family

Mass), 11:00 a.m., and
5:30 p.m.

12:15 p.m.  Spanish
Community

4:00 p.m. Haitian Com-
munity

Masses are being held in
the Chapel.

Eucharistic ~ Adoration

of the Blessed Sacrament:
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament is held every
Thursday from 7:45 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel.

Each Thursdays’ adoration
will conclude the Benedic-
tion of the Most Blessed
Sacrament at 6:30 p.m.
All are invited to spend
a few moments with Our
Blessed Lord

Bring a Book-Buy a
Book - We have a new
Fundraiser Program in the
back of the Church. It’s
called Bring a Book-Buy
a Book. All books are a
dollar and any money col-
lected will go towards our
Stain Glass Fund. Brink a
Book and Buy a Book and
make a donation. Our se-
lections are great and var-
ied. Please stop by the ta-
ble and see what we have.
Thank you

Immaculate Conception

Parish

489 Broadway

Everett, Mass 02149

Phone 617-389-5660

SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Everett Independent encourages residents to submit birth and engagement announcements, news releases, business briefs, honor
rolls, social news, sports stories, and photographs for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Citizens Bank
Building, Revere, MA 02151. Items can also be faxed to 781-485-1403. The Independent also encourages readers to e-mail news releases to
editor @everettindependent.com.

The Everett Independent assumes no financial responsibility for typographical errors in advertisements, but will reprint that part of
the advertisement in which the error occurs. Advertisers will please notify the management immediately of any errors that may occur.

{

BUY OR SELL AVON
COMPRE o VENDA AVON

Maria Valles

617-763-8592
www.youravon.com/valles

PAINTING

%) | |JOHN].RECCA
_Nick | | /PAINTING|
D AgOStIHO Tnterior/Exterior
Pro fessio nal Cormmercial[Residential
Painter Fully Insured
Cell: Quality Work
617-270-3178 Reasonable Rates
Fully Insured Free Estimates
Free Estimates 781-241'2454

)

CONTRACTING

ELECTRICIAN

[

TRITTO

CONTRACTING
Building, Remodeling,
Kitchens, Baths, Decks,

Additions, Roofing,
Siding, Home Repairs
Mark Tritto
(617) 401-6539

wP @trittobuilds (@

We accept all
major credit card

LICENSED & INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

REAL ESTATE

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®

1 col. x
1 inch
$60.00

- -

Nominic “No Job Too Small” | | Ray's Landscaping

O , o Mowing - Edging - Weeding

Fstrosino /" Prompt Senvice is u Qu;ht;s, St
., : leaning: Trash & Leaves

Elsotrician my Business New Lawn, Patio, Concrete
. Brick Work

Free Estimates .
Licensed & Insured E29162 6]75696529 Ray: ;g%ﬁgesl 181

LANDSCAPING

MOVING

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS

Ronnie Z.

Leave Your

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street,
S Everett, MA 02149

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

. USA Roofing
| & Remodeling

“We Get The Job Done The First Time On Time”

* Shingle and Rubber Roofs
* All Types of Siding * Gutters
* Window Replacement ¢ Decks

* Flashing * And More...

Phone: 617-650-2246
USRemodelingBos@gmail.com

LAWNCARE
Moving To Us

+ Trees and Branches
Removed Whether It Be One Piece or More!
'M”'?“&”i"ge.l?. 10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS,
*Nowing & Fertizng VETERANS & DISABLED
» Junk Removal CaII Ronnie
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin 781'321 '2499

617-884-2143 For A Free Estimate

JUNK REMOVAL

3 col. x1 inch
$15/wk
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McGonagle, House pass balanced budget with targeted investments

Representative Joseph
McGonagle along with his
colleagues in the Massa-
chusetts House of Repre-
sentatives passed its Fiscal
Year 2021 (FY21) budget,
which invests in programs
and services across the
Commonwealth. Funded
at $46 billion, the House
budget aims to address the
sweeping effects of the
global pandemic by mak-
ing targeted investments
in housing, food security,
substance use addiction
services, and domestic
violence, sexual assault
treatment and prevention
programs. The budget
also invests in programs
that provide COVID-re-
lated supports for students
and increases funding for
developmental services.
Aside from Chapter 70
and Unrestricted General
Government Aide, Ever-
ett received an additional
$75,000 to help combat
housing instability.

“I am extremely pleased
with how Everett made
out in such a difficult and
strange budget process,”
said McGonagle. “Being
able to afford rent or mort-
gages is a big concern in
our community so having
these new funds is tre-
mendously helpful. I'm
thankful for my close rela-
tionships with House lead-
ership that helped us get
this money. I’d especially
like to thank Speaker De-
Leo and Chair Michle-
witz for their hard work in
these tumultuous times.”

The House continues to
further its commitment to
cities and towns by invest-
ing $1.1 billion Unrestrict-
ed General Government
Aid (UGGA) and provid-
ing $5.3 billion in Chap-
ter 70 education funding.

The House budget educa-
tion allocations include:

*$53 million in
COVID-related  student
supports;

*$340 million for Cir-
cuit Breaker Special Edu-
cation reimbursement;

*$117 million for Char-
ter School Reimburse-
ment; and

*$82 million for Re-
gional School Transporta-
tion reimbursement.

Due to the pandemic, ac-
cess to safe and affordable
housing for many fami-
lies across the Common-
wealth is threatened. The
House budget represents
its ongoing commitment
to housing and homeless-
ness funding. This year,
the House makes targeted
investments into rental
and housing assistance to
combat the eviction crisis

by providing:
*$50 million for the
Residential Assistance

for Families in Transition
Program (RAFT);
*$135 million for the

Massachusetts Rent-
al  Voucher Program
(MRVP);

*$80 million for public
housing subsidies;

*$56 million for home-
less individual shelters;

*$13 million for home-
less student transporta-
tion;

*$11 million for De-
partment of Mental Health
Rental Subsidy Program;
and

*$8 million for un-
accompanied  homeless
youth.

Keeping in mind the
widespread economic ef-
fects of the COVID pan-
demic, the House makes
specific investments in
labor and economic devel-
opment programs that pro-

vide opportunities for the
Commonwealth’s workers
and its businesses. The
House maintains its sup-
port for the Massachusetts
Manufacturing  Partner-
ship with an investment
of $2 million — funding
which has helped many
Massachusetts manufac-
tures retrofit their busi-
nesses into the PPE mar-
ket. Other investments
include:

*$50 million for eco-
nomic development in-
cluding;

*$15 million for local
Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram (PPP)

*$15 million for com-
munity development fi-
nancial institutions

*$10 million for match-
ing grants for capital in-
vestments by small busi-
nesses

*$6 million for small
business technical assis-
tance grants

*$ 46 million for Adult
Basic Education Services;

*$19 million for sum-
mer jobs for at-risk youth;

*$7 million Workforce
Competitiveness Trust
Fund;

*$2.5 million in Urban
Agenda Grants; and

*$1.4 million for small
business development.

The House budget con-
tinues its ongoing com-
mitment to high-quality
early education and care
(EEC) and supporting the
EEC workforce. The bud-
get invests in those who
work with children by in-
creasing rates for early ed-
ucation providers by $20
million and supporting
continuing education op-
portunities with commu-
nity colleges. The House
budget also includes the
following EEC invest-

ments and initiatives:

*$15 million for Head
Start grants;

*$10 million for sliding
fee scale reserve for child-
care subsidies;

*$10 million for EEC
Workforce Higher Educa-
tion Opportunities;

*$2.5 million in early
childhood mental health
grants;

e$11 million for child
care resource and referral
agencies; and

eEstablishes the Early
Education and care Eco-
nomic review commission
to review childcare fund-
ing and make recommen-
dations on policy changes
to expand access.

The House budget con-
tinues to dedication sub-
stantial resources toward
supporting public higher
education and increases
scholarship funding for
students. These invest-
ments include:

*$284 million for state
universities;

*$305 million for com-
munity colleges;

*$560 million for the
University of Massachu-
setts system;

*$120 million in schol-
arship funding; and

*$4.8 million for the
STEM Starter Academy,
to support underrepre-
sented students in STEM
fields at community col-
leges.

This fiscal year funded
at $19 billion, MassHealth
is the largest invest-
ment the Commonwealth
makes in its most vulner-
able residents including
the working poor and the
homeless. In response to
the threats to reproductive
rights for women on the
national level, House also
voted to remove barriers

More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs
Now through February, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can't be beat!
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to women’s reproductive
health options and protect
the concepts enshrined in
Roe v. Wade. The bud-
get also invests in critical
health and human services
agencies and providers in-
cluding:

* $307 million for the
Department of Children
and Families for social
workers, family support
and stabilization, and fos-
ter care and adopted fee
waivers;

e $30 million in emer-
gency food assistance; and

e $13 million for the
Healthy Incentives Pro-
gram,

Keeping in mind those
affected by domestic vi-
olence, the House budget
establishes a grant pro-
gram to provide domestic
violence advocate services
across the state to connect
survivors with essential
services.

In order to support pro-
grams for individuals with
intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities, the
House budget increases
funding for developmental
services to $2.1 billion and
includes $264 million for
community day and work
programs across the Com-
monwealth. The House
budget also includes the
following investments:

e $236 million for
state-operated residential
services

* $78 million for family
respite services; and

* $39 million for autism
omnibus services.

The budget furthers the
House’s ongoing commit-
ment to fight the opioid
epidemic. To provide as-
sistance to those who are
battling substance addic-
tion, the budget increased
funding for the Bureau

of Substance Addiction
Services to $162 million
while offering continued
support for step-down
recovery services, jail di-
version programs, and
expansion of access to
life-saving medication.

The House budget in-
cludes funding for the
judiciary and ongoing
criminal justice reform,
including a $761 million
investment in the trail
court and $20 million for
criminal just reform im-
plementation. The budget
also includes:

* $24 million for civil
legal aid to provide repre-
sentation for low-income
individuals via the Massa-
chusetts Legal Assistance
Corporation;

¢ $9.6 million for a new
community-based re-entry
program; and

* $4 million for a pre
and post-release services
grant program.

The House calls for
$302 million in spending
for environmental pro-
grams, which aim protect
the Commonwealth’s nat-
ural resources. These in-
vestments include:

* $50 million for state
parks and recreation;

e $40 million for the
Department of Environ-
mental Protection;

* $16 million for fisher-
ies and wildlife protection;

* $8.1 million for agri-
cultural resources;

e $2.1 million for eco-
logical restoration; and

* $500,000 for the Com-
monwealth’s endangered
specials program.

The budget is now with
the Senate.

2021 residential parking
sticker information

Mayor Carlo DeMaria
is pleased to announce the
official start date for the
2021 Residential Park-
ing Sticker Program and
would like to remind res-
idents of the method for
renewing residential park-
ing stickers.

Effective Monday, Jan-
uvary 4, vehicle owners
must visit the website

https://epay.cityhall-
systems.com and submit
an online application in
order to obtain their 2021
resident parking stickers.
Once the online applica-
tion is complete, stickers
will then be mailed direct-
ly to the resident. A link
to the website will also be
available

on the city’s official
website, cityofeverett.
com as well as the City’s
Facebook Page.

As a courtesy, from Jan-
uary 4 to February 28th,
stickers may be obtained
for FREE.

Then, beginning March
1st, the $10 fee per sticker
will once again be rein-
stated.

Residents may apply
for up to 4 stickers per on-
line application. Informa-
tion required to complete
the application includes
name, address, license
plate number, the name
that appears on the regis-
tration, email and phone
number. Once a resident
has successfully submit-
ted an application, they
will receive an email noti-
fication of the order. Upon
verification of their infor-
mation, the resident will

then receive an additional
email as confirmation that
the order has been suc-
cessfully processed. The
parking sticker will then
be mailed to the resident.
Please be advised that in
order for a resident sticker
to be approved, the vehi-
cle must be registered to
the city of Everett, and the
vehicle must be in good
standing with the city
of Everett (no overdue
parking tickets or excise
tax) 2021 resident stick-
ers must be obtained and
displayed on your vehicle
prior to March 1, 2021.

Residents applying for
a first time sticker (new
plates/vehicles)  Please
come directly to city hall
(room 13) with your ve-
hicle’s registration and
proof of address (driver’s
license or current utility
bill) to obtain a parking
sticker.

Residents of the Lower
Broadway area: In order
to renew your parking
sticker please visit city
hall (room 13) beginning
Jan 4 to renew your Lower
Broadway sticker and vis-
itor placard. Please bring
your registration, proof
of Lower Broadway area
address (driver’s license
or current utility bill) and
last year’s visitor placard
to renew.

For questions regard-
ing the residential parking
sticker program or the on-
line application

contact the  Park-
ing Clerk’s Office at
617.394.2295/ 617-394-
2275.

For Advertising Rates,
Call 617-884-2416
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