
By Seth Daniel

One of the keys so far to 
a successful school year at 
Everett’s Pioneer Charter 
School has been keeping 
teachers in the classroom, 
even as students tune in re-
motely on computers from 
their homes.

Pioneer has taken a dif-
ferent approach than some 
other schools to try to give 
some continuity to the stu-
dents working from home, 
and also to make teach-
ing easier and from a fa-
miliar space. While other 
schools like Everett Pub-
lic Schools don’t require 
teachers in the classroom 
– though some choose to 
do so – Chelsea Schools 

have required teachers to 
teach from the classroom 
two days a week. Howev-
er, Pioneer has taken the 
approach that if the stu-
dents can’t be at school, at 
least they can watch their 
teachers there.

“We thought it was a 
good idea with all our 
students being out of the 
building a long time and 
not having a school struc-
ture in place,” said School 
Executive Director Sanela 
Jonuz. “Teachers had ev-
erything they need right 
here – everything from 
whiteboards, laptops and 
high-quality internet. 
Also, the students are 
tuning in and seeing their 
classroom and teachers 

and it gives some sense 
of normalcy. I am a firm 
believe that by having our 
teachers in the classroom, 
it allows for teachers to all 
be on the same page for 
student progress. It’s tak-
en time to adjust, but it’s 
certainly better for our stu-
dents.”

After some summer 
orientations, and putting 
a rigorous health and safe-
ty plan in place, teachers 
were welcomed back ear-
lier this fall. Teachers said 
it has cut down on distrac-
tions for themselves – i.e., 
the dog that won’t quit 
barking – and for their 
students, who see a class-
room setting and feel “at 
school.”

“I love being in the 
building,” said Alina Ar-
tyunova. “It’s much more 
encouraging to wake up in 
the morning. It just feels 
different than last spring 
when we were at home. I 
am more productive here 
than last spring when 
things were so disorga-
nized. I couldn’t organize 
myself at home. At school, 
I have two plenty of room 
and two screens for the 
computer.”

Lisa Hanson, an En-
glish teacher, said one 
thing that she has noticed 
is the students are paying 
closer attention to her for 
longer periods, and par-
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TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Thursday 

Thanksgiving Holiday, Trash 
will be on schedule Monday, 

Tuesday & Wednesday
Delayed by one day on 

Thursday & Friday
Thank you.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

The Independent 
Newspaper Offices 

will be closed 
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 
26th and Friday, Nov. 27th

The deadline for 
Thanksgiving week 

issues is Friday, Nov. 20

By Seth Daniel

Whether it’s raising 
kids or treating COVID, 
the second time is always 
a little bit easier, and as the 
so-called “second wave” 
begins to hit the Everett 
and Chelsea communities 
– and show up at CHA Ev-
erett Hospital – things are 
much more calm than in 
the first go-around.

“When people came in 
last spring, we felt fran-
tic and brought in sup-
plemental oxygen and 
begged for the oxygen lev-
els to go up and people to 
be able to breath,” said Dr. 
Melisa Lai-Becker, chief 
of the Emergency De-
partment at CHA Everett. 
“We didn’t know. Now we 
know what’s going on. We 
let them know we’re pret-
ty sure they have COVID 
and we flip them on their 
belly and suddenly they’re 
breathing easier. We know 
we don’t have to pump 
the oxygen into them like 
a fire hose…Everyone is 
more calm about being 
able to talk about (treat-
ment)…and what we’re 
going to be able to do. It’s 
so nice to have a pre-flight 
checklist to go over with 
patients now. I guess we’re 

just accepting how it can 
work without engaging in 
all the psychic drama that 
it took previously.”

That said, there are 
preparations underway 
for the increased numbers 
that are coming into the 
hospital in fits and spurts. 
Lai-Becker said there will 
be days when everyone 
who comes in seems to 
have COVID-19, and then 
there will be days when 
no one has it, followed by 
another day with heavy 
cases. It is a trend, she 
said, and the hospital has 
spent much of this month 
re-bolstering their proto-
cols, hiring more staff to 
prepare and getting plenty 
of supplies in order.

“There are no major 
numbers or breakthroughs 
or setbacks,” she said. 
“That’s all good and no 
major explosions either. 
There is a growth of cases 
in the community and the 
positivity rates and we’re 
admitting more people…
However, the other good 
thing is it’s not an expo-
nential increase of cases 
either. It’s still big num-
bers, but at the same time 
it didn’t double, so that’s 

The City of Everett is soliciting for proposals to redevelop the former Pope John XXIII High 
School site as affordable senior and veterans housing, and RFP released late last week.
Request for Proposals for the disposition and redevelopment of the former Pope John XXIII 
High School located at 888 Broadway in Everett, Massachusetts as Affordable Housing will 
be received at the Office of the Purchasing Department, Room 14, City Hall, 484 Broadway, 
Everett, MA 02149, until the time specified:  BID: Disposition and Redevelopment of 888 
Broadway due December 7, 2020 at 12 p.m. EST.

By Seth Daniel

Supt. Priya Tahiliani 
and the School Committee 
butted heads fiercely with 
Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
at the School Committee 
meeting on Monday night 
over $1.4 million in fund-
ing that school leaders 
believe should be reim-
bursed.

The budget matter came 
up at the last meeting two 
weeks ago, and has been 
a point of contention be-
tween the schools and the 
City’s Finance Department 
for some time. However, 
on Monday night it came 
to a head as Supt. Tahil-
iani said she would “beg” 
for the money if need be to 
make sure students had the 
resources they needed. 

According to Tahiliani, 
the outstanding money in-
cludes $471,000 from the 
federal CARES Act that 
was for hand sanitizer, 
masks and other PPE and 
was once transferred to 
their budget, but soon after 
removed without notice. 
Another $300,000 was mis-
takenly transferred from 
their Special Education 

Transportation fund last 
summer to try to preserve 
after-school programs for 
this coming spring, but that 
transfer was problematic 
and caused an accounting 
Snafu. The final $580,000 
was the cost of the lease of 
the Devens School from 
Chelsea’s Tony Cassano 
Development. That charge, 
Tahiliani said, isn’t al-
lowed by state law to be on 
the School Department’s 
books and should have 
been taken off many years 
ago.

Tahiliani said they 
front-ended a lot of costs 
for COVID-19 prepara-
tions and put off stocking 
up on the basics. Now, 
she said, custodians in 
the schools are saying the 
basics are in short order 
– things like toilet paper. 
The reimbursements cited 
above, she said, would be 
used for basics in many in-
stances.

School Committee 
Chair Tom Abruzzese in-
dicated, along with Ta-
hiliani and other School 
Committee members, that 

PROPERTY TRANSFORMATION

As COVID-19 numbers increase this 
month, the panic hasn’t returned

‘Second Wave’

School Committee, Mayor butt 
heads over school funding

See FUNDING  Page 2

By Seth Daniel

The state’s RAFT 
emergency housing pro-
gram couldn’t come soon 
enough for a lot of tenants 
on rocky ground due to 
the eviction moratorium 
being lifted last month, 
but according to Council-
or Stephanie Martins that 
help isn’t very helpful in 

Everett.
Expecting a wave of 

evictions for tenants in 
apartments throughout Ev-
erett who cannot pay due 
to the economic impacts 
of COVID-19, Gov. Char-
lie Baker invested heavily 
in the existing RAFT pro-
gram, which had already 
been tapped last summer 
to expand its long-time ef-

forts to help tenants stay in 
their homes when facing 
an emergency.

However, Martins said 
she has been helping ten-
ants try to get help with 
RAFT, and the agencies 
handling the program are 
dropping the ball repeat-
edly.

“The biggest challenge 
right now, in the absence 

of municipal rental relief 
fund coming from the 
City, is that RAFT is the 
only lifeline,” she said. 
“We’ve seen issues nav-
igating the application. 
The other challenge is 
they have lost certain ap-
plications frequently. We 
also had an application 
where the person had to 
prove they had the funds 
going forward to pay their 
rent after three months of 
help. That was absurd. 
This is an emergency, so 
who would know the fu-
ture here? We can’t deny 
applicants help because 
they can’t prove how 
they’ll pay in the future. 
We have to help people 
today.”

Jeff Landis, from 
MetroHousing Boston 

Councilor not happy with state housing help program

See HOUSING Page 3

Pioneer Charter teachers hit the classroom

Above, Pioneer Charter teacher Joe Paone teaches from 
his classroom in Everett using the whiteboard and the 
SmartBoard. Teachers at the Charter School have been 
in the classroom since school started, even though 
students are fully remote. The compromise has been 
well-received by staff and students.

Above right, English teacher Lisa Hanson said there are 
fewer home distractions in her classroom, and she feels 
safe there too.

Right, Alina Artyunova said students are more engaged 
when they see her in familiar surroundings at her desk 
and in their old classrooms, which they have not been 
to since March.

See COVID Page 2

See TEACHERS Page 3
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they received a letter from 
the mayor saying the first 
two requests were “prema-
ture” and the Devens lease 
should be paid out of trans-
portation costs.

“It was pretty clear what 
the answer was and it was 
‘no,’” said Member Frank 
Parker. “Our entire Ath-
letic Department budget 
is $400,000 and we’re be-
ing denied $471,000. That 
should show how import-
ant that money is.”

Mayor DeMaria said he 
simply asked for a budget 
request and wanted to see 
what the money would be 
spent on before reimburs-
ing the schools.

“I don’t think the City 
refused or denied the 
schools,” he said.

He also said the City is 
trying to utilize every dol-
lar to clothe, house and 
feed families that are in dire 
straits due to COVID-19 – 
so every dollar counts.

“Every dollar we are 
given by the taxpayers will 
be used to house and feed 
families,” he said. “We’re 
having serious problems 
with COVID…The so-
cial-emotional well-being 
programs (in the schools) 
are very important to me 
with kids struggling with 
remote learning. I don’t 
think anyone on the City 
Council would have a 
problem with okaying that 
funding…When you talk 
about tax dollars coming 
from a City to the School 
Department…the City 
would like an itemized 
budget of what you’ll do 
with the funds.

“The ($471,000) was 
last fiscal year. That fiscal 
year is over,” he continued.

The situation bothered 
Chair Abruzzese, who said 
he texted the mayor about 
the letter and wondered if 
it was a ‘no,’ and that it had 
disappointed him. Howev-

er, he never got a text in 
return, and that led to a 
chippy argument between 
the two on the matter.

“The letter was not 
‘no,’” said the mayor.

“I sent you a text and 
you never responded,” said 
Abruzzese.

“That text was abrupt to 
be honest with you,” said 
the mayor.

“The text read, ‘So I 
guess the answer is no,’” 
responded Abruzzese.

“That’s not how I oper-
ate,” responded the mayor.

“By giving a direct an-
swer?” said Abruzzese. 
“That’s all I wanted to hear 
was ‘yes’ or ‘no.’”

“The answer is neither,” 
said the mayor.

“So we have a maybe,” 
concluded Abruzzese.

That led to a long discus-
sion on inviting City CFO 
Eric Demas to the meeting 
and allowing him to talk 
about the budget and fund-
ing impasse. Demas had 
spoken at the meeting two 
weeks ago, and it had been 
a very intense conversation 

that he often said was “con-
tentious.” Both he and the 
schools said they hoped to 
get going on a better, more 
cordial relationship at that 
time.

However, that didn’t 
pan out on Monday night, 
when the Committee 
wasn’t in the mood to be 
“lectured” on the budget 
request. The Committee 
voted 7-0 (Millie Cardello 
was absent from the vote) 
to approve the Budget 
Presentation that Tahiliani 
gave, but then they also 
voted 5-2 to block Demas 
from speaking at the meet-
ing. Members Cynthia Sar-
nie and Alan Panarese vot-
ed to allow him to speak, 
and Cardello was absent.

The matter is teed up for 
another discussion at the 
School Finance and Re-
view Commission at City 
Hall on Thursday, Nov. 19. 
It will likely come before 
the City Council for a vote, 
potentially if the mayor 
allows it, at the Nov. 23 
meeting or in December.

Funding/  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THINK OF IT AS 
AN OWNER’S MANUAL

FOR YOUR MONEY.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. In print and online at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s 
the everyday guide to protecting your hard-earned money. For your free copy, order 
online at ConsumerAction.gov; send your name and address to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009; or call toll-free 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

Being a smart shopper just got easier. 

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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Sheriff ’s office remains 
vigilant against COVID-19

COVID/  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Middlesex Sher-
iff’s Office (MSO) today 
announced it is entering 
a seventh consecutive 
week without an individ-
ual testing positive for 
COVID-19 while incar-
cerated inside the Middle-
sex Jail & House of Cor-
rection.

During those weeks, 
43 COVID-19 tests were 
administered.   Of the 43 
tests, eight (8) were for 
symptomatic individuals, 
while 35 were for precau-
tionary reasons including 
outside housing place-
ments.   All 43 returned 
negative.

“Since February, we 
have worked aggressively 
to prepare for and respond 
to COVID-19, imple-
menting a comprehensive, 
medically-driven strategy 
of education, prevention 
and intervention,” said 
Middlesex Sheriff Peter 
J. Koutouijan.  “With cas-
es continuing to increase 
outside our walls in com-
munities across the Com-
monwealth, we recognize 
we are not a fortress on a 
hill and must remain vig-

ilant.   With new individ-
uals entering our custody 
each day from the com-
munity from know it’s not 
a matter of if we see new 
cases, but when.   As we 
have from the outset, we 
will continue to follow the 
direction of medical pro-
fessionals including in-
fectious disease physician 
Dr. Alysse Wurcel and the 
Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Public Health.”

Among the steps the 
MSO has implemented to 
address COVID-19 are:

•Enhancing medical 
screening for newly com-
mitted individuals enter-
ing the facility. 

•Staff must wear masks 
while inside the Middle-
sex Jail & House of Cor-
rection.

•Incarcerated individu-
als must wear masks while 
in common areas.

•Individuals are be-
ing encouraged to follow 
CDC recommended steps 
for preventing the spread 
of the virus.   This in-
cludes frequently washing 
hands with soap and water 
for at least 20 seconds.

- LEGAL NOTICE -
CITY OF EVERETT

BOARD OF APPEALS
484 Broadway
Everett, Massachusetts 02149
(617) 381-7445

To Whom It May Concern:
This notice is to inform you that a public hearing will be held on 
Monday, December 7, 2020 at 7:00 PM in regards to an applica-
tion for zoning relief. In response to Governor Baker’s declaration 
of a public health emergency and the related Emergency Exec-
utive Order dated March 12, 2020, the Zoning Board of Appeals 
shall be meeting remotely until further notice.  The audioconfer-
encing application Zoom will be used for this purpose.  An online 
link and telephone access number will be provided on all meeting 
agendas and also on the Board’s website.  This application 
will permit the public to access and participate in future Board 
meetings and hearings.  Instructions for joining meetings in this 
manner will be provided on the City and City Clerk’s website. In 
addition, Everett Community TV (ECTV) may provide coverage 
of these meetings. We extend our thanks for your understand-
ing and participation in this manner, which is intended to keep 
members of the Board and the public safe. 

Whereas a petition has been presented by:
Property Address:    345 Main Street
Map/Parcel:   D0-02-000129                                                                                                            
Person Requesting:   Dr. Elizabeth Covino
345 Main Street.
Everett, MA 02149

To the said Board of Appeals, Applicant seeks alter the existing 
mixed-use building of a Business and a single residential unit 
into a Business and two (2) residential units.
Reason for Denial:
• The use as a two family is not permitted in the Business District 
unless granted a Special Permit by the ZBA
• Parking is shown in the front yard setback and the vehicles are 
backing into the street   
• Parking is shown to be tandem in that one car would need to be 
move to allow another to exit the property
Zoning Ordinance:
Section 3 General Requirements paragraph P which states the 
following:
P.    Up to three (3) dwelling units shall be prohibited except by 
the grant of a Special Permit by the Zoning board of Appeals in 
the Business, Business Limited, Industrial and Industrial Limited 
Districts. (Ord. of 4-29-91)
Section 17 Off-Street Parking paragraph J which states the 
following:
J.    Parking facilities shall be designed so that each motor 
vehicle may proceed to and from the parking space provided for 
it without requiring the moving of any other motor vehicle. The 
Board of Appeals, however, may by special permit modify this re-
quirement and the dimensional requirements of paragraph (I) of 
this section, where a parking facility is under full-time attendant 
supervision.
Section 17 Off-Street Parking paragraph K which states the 
following: 
K.    Parking facilities shall be designed so that no vehicles shall 
be parked nearer to any street lines than the minimum specified 
building setback for the Zoning District in which the parking 
facility is located.
Section 17 Off-Street Parking paragraph O line 4 which states 
the following:
4.    Except for one- and two-family dwellings, parking shall be 
designed so that it is not necessary to drive over sidewalks or 
curbs or to back into the street or driveway.

Mary Gerace - Chairman
Roberta Suppa - Clerk

Board of Appeals
November 18, 2020
November  25, 2020

good…I guess it’s also 
just realizing that viruses 
like the flu love the cold, 
dry air.”

The differences be-
tween the first and sec-
ond waves has also been 
dramatic in the age range 
and the mystery in which 
how the disease has been 
contracted, Lai-Becker 
said. It is a much young-
er group of people, and 
many of them have been 
doing all the right things 
for the health protocols, 
but somehow got sick 
anyway.

“I want to confirm for 
people that last spring our 
hospital was filled with a 
lot of different popula-
tions and Nursing Home 
populations,” she said. 
“Now, as we look at the 
start of winter, it seems 
like we have plenty of 
people that are 20 or 30 
years old. In the spring, it 
felt like the 30 or 40 year 
olds were in the front line 
essential jobs – like a gro-
cery store cashier…This 
time there seems to be just 
enough people saying they 
don’t know where they got 
it. It is a bit of a puzzle. 
Many say they have been 
doing all the right things 
for the last six months…
It’s not like they attended 
a 200-person wedding.”

Right now, the hospital 
is in an enviable position, 
as they invested in sever-
al different testing plat-
forms and ample testing 
supplies. When people 
come into the Emergen-
cy Room, there is plenty 
of ability to test people 
for the traditional flu and 
COVID-19. That was a 
testament, she said, to 
the Laboratory Depart-
ment at CHA which was 
very scrappy in securing 

testing equipment during 
the surge last spring, and 
then continuing with that 
push through the summer 
so that any second wave 
wouldn’t come without 
supplies – including all of 
the PPE that was missing 
in the spring at times.

Adding onto that the 
fact that the hospital has 
adopted newly-informed 
COVID precautions that 
are constantly changing 
with new discoveries and 
conditions, and Lai-Beck-
er said the hospital is very 
safe and fully supplied. 

“I believe we hit an in-
flection point in the sum-
mer and still are at that 
point where it’s safer in 
the hospital than to go 
grocery shopping,” she 
said, “just because of all 
the precautions everyone 
around you is taking at the 
hospital.”

That, of course, is one 
of the key differences be-
tween then and now. The 
preparations are in place 
and the experience of the 
first time around was so 
valuable that health pro-
fessionals still maintain 
a confidence even as cas-
es do go up week after 
week. That brings about a 
contentious issue regard-
ing another lockdown or 
shutdown, something Dr. 
Lai-Becker said probably 
isn’t necessary again. In-
stead of lockdowns, she 
said it should be more 
about adjusting to the cir-
cumstances as they come 
– being vigilant and going 
back to good habits when 
cases increase.

“Look at the fact that 
hospitals operate and gro-
cery stores operate and 
they do it by wearing a 
mask in the hospital and 
they wash their hands 

thoroughly,” she said. 
“People are still function-
ing. We’re not shut down. 
In a hospital people will 
be able to maintain some 
perspective. It’s not a 
shutdown or a lockdown. 
It’s just adjusting to what 
precautions we’re taking. 
We’re going into winter 
now and viruses love cold, 
dry air. I don’t know why, 
but they do, and we should 
remember that.” 

TESTING 
PLATFORMS 

INVESTMENT
One of the great items 

of readiness marked off on 
the CHA Everett checklist 
is the fact that the hospital 
and the network invest-
ed in testing and testing 
supplies – multiple differ-
ent kinds and platforms 
so that a second wave 
wouldn’t cause the same 
disruption as the first 
wave when testing was in 
short supply.

The Laboratory and Pa-
thology Departments both 
got on waiting lists for 
different analyzing sys-
tems and testing supplies 
in the surge, and then took 
advantage of that place in 
line when their number 
was called in the early 
summer. Then throughout 
the summer they contin-
ued to invest in testing kits 
to be ready for any second 
wave.

It has proven to be a 
good ally now that more 
people are arriving in the 
Emergency Room with 
COVID symptoms. They 
can be quickly tested with 
quick turnarounds – as op-
posed to the spring when 
testing had to be done off-
site and often delayed due 
to supply issues.

“We’re very fortunate 

that our Lab and Pathol-
ogy Department, they 
did not want to take any 
chances of running out 
of any one type of test,” 
she said. “We have sev-
eral different platforms 
and a couple of different 
analyzers. That’s been a 
pretty good boon for us in 
our supply chain…So it’s 
been a lot to run all these 
different types of tests and 
to have enough agents and 
supplies and testing kits 
on hand. We’re positioned 
well.”

To date, since March, 
CHA has done 81,000 
tests and around 4,250 
have come back positive.

COME TO THE 
HOSPITAL

Dr. Lai-Becker said 
they are also encouraging 
people to come to the hos-
pital when they are experi-
encing non-COVID emer-
gencies – such as chest 
pains or stomach pains or 
any other injuries.

She said there was 
a clear message in the 
spring to not come to the 
hospital, but that time has 
passed and they now want 
patients to come in if they 
feel a health issues. Ignor-
ing the emergency visits 
and even check-ups and 
follow-up visits can com-
plicate health problems.

She stressed that the 
hospital is very safe, even 
with the increase in cases 
lately.

“If you’re having chest 
pains, that’s a good rea-
son to come to the hospi-
tal,” she said. “If you have 
belly pain, that’s a good 
reason to come to the hos-
pital. We really want to 
encourage people to come 
to the hospital when they 
need to. It is safe.”

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

For a Founding Father,
he doesn’t know much about helping

a kid get a student loan.

Not everyone in the government knows everything
about the government. So when you need official info
about Social Security, getting a student loan, renewing
a driver’s license, or if you’re just checking your local
weather, go to FirstGov.gov. A monumental source of
useful information.
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ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.

$50 minimum deposit required to open any checking account. Fees may reduce earnings. Other fees may apply, 
see schedule of fees for details. Gift is awarded when account is opened. Please note, in the event the value of the 
free gift exceeds $10, the bank is required to report the gift value on form 1099-INT. The recipient is responsible for 
all applicable taxes. Bank rules and regulations apply. Ask a representative for details.

                     800.657.3272         EBSB.comMember FDIC | Member DIF
NMLS # 457291

EVERYONE NEEDS
SOMETHING DIFFERENT 
FROM THEIR CHECKING
ACCOUNT.

→ Instant issue ATM/VISA® 
      check card with access to
      Allpoint® ATM network

→ Mobile Banking, People Pay 
      and Mobile Check Deposit

→ Online Banking, Bill Pay 
      and e-Statements

→ Plus, get your FREE GIFT 
      when you open any
      new checking account!

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT
AND YOU’LL RECEIVE FREE:

Simply Free Checking        ∙     Interest Checking       ∙   Premier Checking

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
is pleased to share that he 
will be hosting a Virtual 
Listening Tour to gather 
feedback from the Ever-
ett community regarding 
his request to become a 
voting member of Ever-
ett School Committee. In 
compliance with social 
distancing, the Mayor will 
be hosting meetings via 
Zoom over the next few 
weeks.

“As a parent and a lead-
er, I feel it is important 
to serve and support our 
schools,” said Mayor Car-
lo DeMaria. “I am hopeful 
and excited to have a more 
active role on the Everett 
Public School Commit-
tee and look forward to 
receiving feedback from 
the community about my 
proposal”. 

The Mayor envisions 
these feedback sessions 
as a brief Q&A between 
interested parties and the 
Mayor followed by him 
hearing from the residents 

as to their thoughts on the 
proposal. 

A proposal has been 
submitted to the City 
Council to amend the 
City’s Charter to make the 
Mayor a voting member of 
the Everett School Com-
mittee. Since this move-
ment has been said to be 
rushed, the Mayor would 
like to take a moment to 
listen to the residents, stu-
dents and stakeholders in 
the Everett Community.

The Mayor is excited 
for the Virtual Listening 
Tour to kick off and have 
meaningful and construc-
tive conversations. There 
are multiple different ses-
sions scheduled on Zoom:

• November 17 at 9 – 10 
a.m. Clergy and Religious 
Organization

• November 18 at 
4:30pm - 6:00pm Social 
Organizations

• November 23, at 5 
p.m. - 6:30pm Everett 
Teachers Association 

• November 24 at 7 

p.m. - 8:30pm – Parents/ 
Residents/Interested par-
ties 

• December 1, at 6 p.m. 
- 7:30pm – Parents/Resi-
dents/Interested parties 

• December 2, at 11am 
-noon - Employees/
Boards and Commissions 

• December 8, at 
7:00pm - 8:30pm - Face-
book Live 

• December 9, at 
6:30pm – 8 p.m. Parents/
Residents/Interested par-
ties 

• December 10, at 6 
p.m. – Telephone Town 
Hall [more info to come]

To participate in one 
of these sessions, please 
email Michelle Doucette, 
Communications Special-
ist at Michelle.Doucette@
ci.everett.ma.us and she 
will provide you with the 
Zoom link. Please check 
Mayor DeMaria’s Face-
book for the most current 
and up to date information 
regarding the Tour.

Staff Report

On Oct. 11, at approx-
imately 10:46 a.m. first 
responders, including 
Cataldo EMS and Ever-
ett Police, responded to 
a Woodland Avenue resi-
dence for a report of an al-
leged ongoing altercation 
between two parties inside 
the home who are known 
to each other.

Upon arrival first re-
sponders entered the home 
and located a 47-year-old 
man in possession of an 
apparent firearm. Over the 
course of the day police 

attempted to make contact 
with the man and get him 
to exit the home. After 
multiple hours of negotia-
tion officers deployed pep-
per spray. The man subse-
quently attempted to exit 
the home while allegedly 
still in possession of what 
appeared to be firearms 
and engaged in an alterca-
tion with officers, alleged-
ly charging at them in the 
doorway of the residence. 
The preliminary inves-
tigation suggests that at 
approximately 3:41 p.m. 
officers deployed less le-
thal munition striking but 

failing to stop the man be-
fore an Everett Police offi-
cer discharged his firearm 
also striking him. He has 
been transported to a Bos-
ton hospital for treatment. 
The two officers were also 
transported to an area hos-
pital for evaluation.

This is an active and 
ongoing investigation 
being conducted by the 
Middlesex District Attor-
ney’s Office, Massachu-
setts State Police assigned 
to that office and Everett 
Police. Updates will be 
provided as they become 
available.

Mayor DeMaria’s virtual listening 
tour for School Committee seat

Man shot during day-long 
domestic confrontation with police

– the long-time adminis-
trator of RAFT, said they 
have distributed $4.7 mil-
lion to more than 1,300 
households in Greater 
Boston since July, but 
have had some challenges 
in ramping up to meet de-
mand.

“We agree that the pro-
cess is taking too long,” 
he said. “We have hired 47 
new staff for RAFT since 
October 22.   We antici-
pate that by the end of this 
week we will have con-
tacted every person who 
has submitted an applica-
tion. Hopefully the resi-
dents of Everett will see 
some improvement very 
soon.

He said they have had a 
hard time making sure and 
getting complete applica-
tions.

“Very often the applica-
tions that are submitted do 
not include all of the nec-
essary information and it 
usually takes a significant 
amount of time to collect 
it from people,” he said. 
“The other challenge we 
have experienced is peo-
ple who think they have 
submitted an application 
but who have not.  A num-
ber of the recent situa-
tions highlighted by the 
media, when we looked 

into them, actually in-
volved people who started 
an application but never 
submitted it to us. Verify-
ing that someone actually 
completed the entire ap-
plication and included the 
supporting documentation 
and then submitted it is 
the best way to make sure 
things move as quickly as 
possible.”

Martins said this is one 
reason she and Council-
or Michael McLaughlin 
called on the City to cre-
ate a municipal rent relief 
program last month, sim-
ilar to what Chelsea has 
done over the past several 
months.

That hasn’t come quick-
ly though, but Martins said 
the City Administration 
has told her they plan to 
use federal money coming 
soon to establish that kind 
of emergency rent help.

Right now, with RAFT 
being the only line of help, 
Martins said she is trying 
to work with applicants so 
the pitfalls aren’t an issue. 
She also said there needs 
to be better communica-
tion with landlords, ed-
ucation of landlords that 
might be new immigrants 
to the country and also co-
operation from landlords.

“They are not notifying 

landlords there is an ap-
plication in process,” she 
said. “So there is a com-
munication issue, chal-
lenges with filling out an 
application and requests 
that don’t make sense…
What really seems to be 
the problem is both land-
lords and tenants seem not 
to be aware of the law. We 
need to educate the city as 
a whole on this.”

The official eviction 
process in Massachusetts 
can take months, and it 
has been estimated that 
any eviction filed at the 
first week of the mor-
atorium lift last month 
would get action just after 
Thanksgiving. So, very 
few legal evictions have 
yet taken place. However, 
there are plenty of verbal 
and high-pressure situa-
tions occurring in Ever-
ett where landlords try to 
force tenants out.

“A lot of the eviction 
situation I’ve been help-
ing to handle with the 
City Solicitor’s Office are 
verbal evictions where 
they’re trying to force the 
tenant to leave,” she said. 
“We’ve had situations al-
ready where landlords cut 
off the electricity or show 
up without notice and en-
ter the apartment.”

Housing/  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ticularly because she isn’t 
dealing with home-life 
distractions.

“It’s really satisfying 
to have my desk at school 
and my big whiteboard 
and laptops,” she said. 
“Being here has been a 
game-changer. I have a 
dog and he gets upset 
when I’m not paying at-
tention to him at home. 
When I get up in front of 
my classroom, I’m in my 
zone and everything is 
controlled and that’s help-
ful.” 

Added Artyunova, “I 
can say the students are 
more organized and are 
more accountable for their 
work.”

Jonuz said they have 
even kept the bell schedule 
going, and that has helped 
teachers, but provided a 
small comfort sound for 
students who hadn’t heard 
the familiar school bell in 
months.

“I feel like the bell is 
wonderful to get every-
one’s attention and set the 
tone that we’re in school,” 

said Jonuz.
Science teacher Joe 

Paone said one thing that 
has been valuable to him 
is to be able to use the 
SmartBoard – a comput-
er connected chalk board 
– to teach directly onto 
the screens of students at 
home. That equipment 
wasn’t available when he 
taught from home, and it 
made things harder. Like-
wise, he also has space to 
do lab experiments on the 
camera to show students 
demonstrations – some-
thing virtually impossible 
when teaching from home.

“One thing I’ve also 
been doing since I’ve 
been in the building is 
making videos of the class 
and then posting them 
and kids can go back and 
watch them later,” he said. 

He also has used sim-
ple principles in his class-
room, using things like a 
spinning chair or a spin-
ning egg, to demonstrate 
scientific ideas in conjunc-
tion with the SmartBoard. 

“The spinning chair 

– that principle is the 
same exact principle for 
how satellites work up in 
space,” he said. “It’s also 
how the Hubble Telescope 
makes turns to look at a 
new planet.”

Right now, teachers are 
mostly in a bubble envi-
ronment. Though they are 
in the classroom, interac-
tions are limited and there 
is no “teacher’s lounge” 
situation. Staff have been 
very good about monitor-
ing their symptoms and 
staying home if not well, 
plus Jonuz said there is 
a protocol in place every 
morning for the teachers 
to follow before they go to 
a classroom.

That plan, so far, has 
worked, and until the time 
when the kids can come 
back in person to class, 
at least they can see their 
teachers there in person.

“We’re trying our best 
to make the best of this 
situation,” said Jonuz. “It 
can be difficult, but our 
team is trying as hard as 
they can.”

Teachers/  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 
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City officials and several res-

idents have applauded the 

efforts of the Department of 

Public Works and its sub-

contractors for their efforts  

to remove snow during last 

Thursday’s snow storm. The 

Mayor’s Office indicated they 

have received many positive 

comments, and councilors 

such as Michael McLaughlin said he wanted to praise the work of the City crews in the difficult 

storm.
Here, a plow moves through Nichols Street on Thursday, with crews working for hours to keep 

ahead of the storm, which dumped about 13.5 inches on Everett. Meanwhile, residents like 

Jimmy Aversa joined his family in clearing the sidewalks as the storm was in full force.

PHOTO BY KATY ROGERS

School Committee member 

Bernie D'Onofrio (photo right) 

– the newly elected chair of the 

Committee - was announced 

and accompanied by his 

daughter Michela Tejeda at 

the Inaugural Ball last Tuesday 

night, Jan. 2, in honor of the 

City’s 125th anniversary. Short-

ly after, Mayor Carlo DeMaria and his wife, Stacy, were introduced as they entered the Ball. The soiree was held immediately after 

the official Inauguration ceremonies at Everett High School, and the Ball was coordinated by City Clerk Sergio Cornelio’s office.  

See Page 5 for more photos.

By Joseph Domelowicz Jr.

Longtime Everett public 

servant Millie Cardello has 

returned to public service and 

the Everett School Commit-

tee following Monday night’s 

super-intense vote of the 

Joint Convention of the Ev-

erett City Council and Everett 

School Committee.

Cardello won by a vote of 

10-9 of Amanda (Burley) Pat-

terson, with the outcome of 

the vote coming down to the 

wire as candidates and their 

surrogates lobbied hard for 

votes through last weekend.

There were actually two 

School Committee appoint-

ments to be made on Monday, 

with the Cardello/Patterson 

vote being the more contro-

versial of the two.

City Clerk Sergio Corne-

lio began the proceedings for 

Cardello and Patterson by 

opening nominations to fill 

the vacancy created by the 

December death of School 

Committee member Richard 

Baniewicz.
As reported in the Indepen-

dent last week, in the weeks 

since Baniewicz’s death, two 

viable candidates to fill the 

vacancy emerged in former 

School Committee, Common 

Councilor and Alderman Car-

dello and former EHS stu-

dent-athlete Patterson, who 

is also the daughter of City 

Council Clerk John Burley.

Patterson was nominated 

by City Councilor Michael 

McLaughlin, who gradat-

ed EHS with Patterson, and 

Councilor Anthony DiPierro 

seconded the motion.

School Committeeman 

Thomas Abruzzese nominated 

Cardello, with the nomination 

seconded by Councilor Ste-

phen Simonelli.

The roll call vote resulted in 

a 10-9 vote for Cardello, with 

Councilors Richard Dell Iso-

la, Rosa DiFlorio, Leo McK-

innon, and Simonelli voting 

with School Committee mem-

bers Abruzzese, Marcony 

Almeida, Bernardino D’Onof-

rio, Joseph LaMonica, Lester 

MacLaughlin and Frank Park-

er voting for Cardello.

Councilors Fred Capone, 

DiPierro, John Hanlon, Mi-

chael Marchese, Wayne 

Matewsky, McLaughlin and 

Peter Napolitano voted with 
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Jason Cardinale of Everett beats a Lynn defender to the puck 

at Connery Skating Rink in Lynn on Saturday, Jan. 6, during 

a league matchup against the combined Lynn Jets team. The 

Crimson Tide, however, lost 10-5 to a tough Lynn team. see Page 

7 for more photos.

By Seth Daniel

Everett Fire Chief Tony 

Carli said two firefighters 

showed great tenacity on 

Monday, Jan. 8, in saving two 

people from an upstairs unit 

at a two-alarm fire on Hillside 

Street.
Lt. Jay Lewis and Firefight-

er Joe DeSisto of the Ladder 

2 company are being giv-

en credit for the saves, one 

of which was on a man who 

was not able to move quick 

enough to escape. However, 

Chief Carli also added that in 

addition to the two firefighters 

singled out, then entire crew 

did a fantastic job of prevent-

ing loss of life.

“Right after we got a report 

of a fire and got on scene, there 

was a report that someone was 

in the second unit who could 

not ambulate on his own for 

medical reasons,” said the 

chief. They went in and made 

the grab. There was another 

Joint Committee elects Cardello 

to fill School Committee vacancy

By Seth Daniel

Whether it was a 25-cent 

sub, an animated conversation 

or the institution of his sub 

shop, long-time Angelina’s 

Sub Shop owner Ali S. Ali 

created a business that made 

him into an Everett legend.

That legend passed away 

peacefully on Friday, Jan. 5, 

surrounded by family in his 

home at the age of 91.

His passing marked yet 

another icon of old Everett 

lost to time, though his shop 

has been out of existence for 

about two years now – and he 

had been retired since 2012.

“He was an icon; he was re-

ally someone special,” said his 

son, Sam Ali, this week. “We 

take it for granted because we 

were around it all the time.”

Said his daughter, Amele 

Ambrosino, “He was just a 

great guy and he loved Everett 

and loved the customers who 

came into his Everett store. 

Often, he would actually sleep 

on the counter of the shop 

because he was so exhausted 

and had to open up early the 

next morning. He was so tired 

because he would never close, 

never wanted to miss some-

one who might come in for 

a sandwich. He instilled that 

work ethic into all six of his 

kids. When he was at Angeli-

na’s, he just loved Everett and 

loved the people in Everett.”

Angelina’s started in Lynn 

in 1954, and soon expanded 

to Broadway Everett. After 

opening in a small store in 

the 600th block of Broadway, 

Ali eventually settled at 696 

Broadway until he retired in 

2012. Family members tried 

to keep it running, but illness-

es prevented it from continu-

ing and they closed for good 

two years ago – though they 

still own the building.

The name Angelina’s, Han-

nan Ali said, came from when 

the business started with 

family member Isa Ali. Not 

wanting to call it Ali’s Subs, 

the two were searching for a 

name while taking deliver-

ies of their first products. As 

it happened, the first product 

they received was ‘Angelina’s 

Pure Italian Olive Oil.’ It hit a 

chord with the two, and that 

became the name that grew to 

legendary status in Everett.

Part of the legend was the 

fact that the sandwiches were 

chock full of ingredients, and 

that they were just 25 cents.

His favorites were the Reg-

ular American (Salami, Amer-

ican Cheese and Bologna), the 

Italian and the Steak Bomb 

with Salami – all of which 

were made with Piantedosi 

breads.
“He just had it; he knew 

what to do,” said Sam Ali. 

“He would pile on everything. 

He said it had to have lots and 

lots of ingredients. The Regu-

lar American was his first big 

one. It was simple, but that 

was the beauty of it – the reg-

ular. Then he expanded to the 

Italian and others. He used to 

EHS HOCKEY

Firefighters 

Lewis, DeSisto 

lauded for 

saving tenants 

on Hillside Street

The Regular American:  Sub shop icon Ali S. Ali passes at 91

INAUGURAL BALL

A picture of Ali S. Ali (in the red apron) in front of Angelina’s Sub 

Shop on Broadway with a group of devoted customers, includ-

ing Tom Rogers, the late Richard Baniewicz and others. The 

photo was taken with Ali around 1990 and hung on the wall of 

his shop for years.

See ALI Page 2

See FIRE Page 2

'BOMB CYCLONE' TESTS EVERETT RESIDENTS

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

OFFICE 

CLOSED
Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day
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DON’T PASS 
AMENDMENT 
NUMBER 75

To the Editor,
The Catholic Church 

teaches that life itself 
starts at conception and 
ends with natural death.

The Massachusetts state 
legislature is currently de-
bating the annual budget 
to fund state government 
for the balance of the fis-
cal year. As part of that 
process many amend-
ments are filed for con-
sideration. House amend-
ment number 759 will 
be considered by the full 
House in the coming days. 
This amendment would 
expand abortion access in 

the Commonwealth well 
beyond what is enshrined 
in state law.

While we acknowledge 
the amendment addresses 
some concerns that were 
raised about the deeply 
troubling provisions of 
the ROE legislation, the 
fact remains that abortion 
would remain an option 
under certain circumstanc-
es for the full term of the 
pregnancy. That fact alone 
is in direct conflict with 
Catholic teaching and 
must be opposed.

In addition, current law 
requires a young woman 
under the age of 18 years 
old to gain the consent of 
a parent, guardian or the 
court to have an abortion. 

The amendment under 
consideration would de-
crease the age of consent 
to 16 years old. In its sim-
plest terms, a 16 or 17 year 
old girl would be deprived 
of the guidance and sup-
port of an adult at the time 
of making this life chang-
ing decision. 

Finally, although 
life-supporting equipment 
would be required to be 
in the room for abortions 
performed after 24 weeks, 
the specific language in 
the amendment is nuanced 
enough that the physician 
would not be required to 
use the equipment. Specif-
ically, it would “enable” 
the physician performing 
the abortion to take ap-

propriate steps, in keeping 
with good medical prac-
tice….to preserve the life 
and health of a live birth 
and the patient. 

For these reasons we 
urge the full House of 
Representatives not to 
pass amendment number 
759. 

His Eminence 
Seán P. O’Malley, 

OFM, Cap.
Archbishop of Boston

Most Reverend
Robert J. McManus
Bishop of Worcester

Most Reverent
Edgar M. da Cunha, 

SDV, Bishop 
of Fall River

VACCINES ARE COMING, 
BUT WE STILL HAVE A DUTY 

TO STOP THE SPREAD

The announcements in the past week that two vac-
cines have been shown to be remarkably effective in 
providing immunization against the coronavirus have 
given our nation hope that the pandemic might be 
brought under control.

Finally, there is a light at the end of the tunnel.
However, with 250,000 Americans already dead 

from the virus and the holiday season approaching, this 
is no time for any of us to let our guard down. The virus 
does not take a holiday and is spreading like wildfire 
across the country, leading even Republican governors 
to issue mask mandates and resulting in additional shut-
downs of businesses that already were on the edge of 
permanent closure.

It is estimated that if we do not wear masks and main-
tain physical separation, at least 250,000 more Ameri-
cans will be dead in the coming months.

Hospitals and healthcare workers already are 
stretched to the limit in many states. If the pandemic 
is allowed to spread further, there will be a total break-
down in the American healthcare system, endangering 
the lives not only of healthcare employees and corona-
virus patients, but anybody else who needs hospitaliza-
tion from accidents, heart attacks, strokes, and cancer.

In addition, we would note that even for those who 
recover from the coronavirus, there can be lasting dam-
age to the heart, lungs, and other organs.

We urge all of our readers to listen to the warnings 
and directives of our public health officials and to con-
sider how we can spend the holiday season with our 
loved ones in a safe setting, if at all.

A small wedding in Maine in August was linked to 
178 COVID cases and eight deaths -- and none of those 
who died attended the wedding.

Our government leaders can urge us to protect our-
selves and others, but COVID-19 safety this holiday 
season ultimately comes down to each and every Amer-
ican assuming personal responsibility to observe and 
obey the rules.

It is estimated that there 
are more than 35 million 
living descendants of the 
Pilgrims around the world. 
Proving family connec-
tions to this group used to 
be a daunting task, but no 
longer. American Ances-
tors and its partners—the 
General Society Mayflower 
Descendants (GSMD) and 
FamilySearch Internation-
al—have introduced an on-
line resource that makes the 
question “Am I descended 
from a Pilgrim?” easier to 
answer than ever before, 
a timely offering in this 
400th anniversary year of 
the Mayflower’s arrival in 
America.

Today, American An-
cestors|New England His-
toric Genealogical Society 
(NEHGS) announced the 
release of a new online 
database on its website at 
AmericanAncestors.org/
Mayflower- Family that 
contains authenticated lin-
eages of passengers on 
the Mayflower who left 
descendants. These fam-
ily histories are compiled 
from names and dates of 
approved membership ap-
plications to the Mayflower 
Society (GSMD). The ear-
liest application dates to 
1895. The searchable data-
base is available to mem-
bers of American Ances-
tors|NEHGS, a non- profit 
organization dedicated to 
supporting family history. 
In coming weeks, the data-
base will be available to all 
active members of the May-
flower Society.

“Descendants of famous 
Pilgrims such as William 
Bradford, John and Priscilla 
Alden, and others, can now 
easily search for and find 
family histories spanning 
as many as 13 generations,” 
said Brenton Simons, Presi-
dent and CEO of American 
Ancestors|NEHGS. “It’s a 
huge step forward for May-
flower family historians, 
and a useful research tool 
for anyone interested in 
family history and geneal-
ogy.”

According to Don Le-

Clair, Associate Director, 
Database Search & Sys-
tems at American Ances-
tors, “Linking your name 
to someone on a tree in this 
database may more quickly 
identify a Mayflower line, 
and aid in your application 
process to the Mayflower 
Society.” American Ances-
tors assists hundreds of its 
members each year with 
making a formal applica-
tion to the Mayflower Soci-
ety for membership.

In addition to the search-
able database of more than 
4.5 million names, family 
trees—built on the appli-
cation known as American 
AncesTREES, a propri-
etary program of American 
Ancestors— will display 
valuable information for 
any individual interested in 
researching a possible  an-
cestral connection to a pas-
senger on the Mayflower. A 
complete tree has been cre-
ated of the 24 Mayflower 
Pilgrim families who are 
known to have left descen-
dants, a complete tree has 
been created. Where previ-
ous online Mayflower da-
tabases offered information 
on generations one through 
five of a Pilgrim, this new 
database now expands the 
online resource to include 
up to the 11th, 12th, or pos-
sibly the 13th generation 
descending from a Pilgrim 
family—through the year 
1919. Due to privacy re-
strictions, no name or data 
has been included of any in-
dividual on a GSMD mem-
bership application who 
was born after December 
31, 1919.

“The General Society of 
Mayflower Descendants 
is honored to once again 
partner with NEHGS,” said 
Jane Hurt, Governor Gener-
al of GSMD. “As the custo-
dian of family lines going 
back fifteen generations or 
more from founding fami-
lies in America, being able 
to share our information 
with American Ancestors 
will help us identify addi-
tional descendants, find un-
discovered lines, and wel-

come new members to our 
society.”

A partnership makes 
challenging research easier

The new database is the 
result of a three-year col-
laboration between Ameri-
can Ancestors| NEHGS, the 
General Society Mayflower 
Descendants (GSMD), and 
FamilySearch International, 
a nonprofit, volunteer-driv-
en organization sponsored 
by The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter- day Saints. 
The historic membership 
applications from the ar-
chives of GSMD were 
digitized by FamilySearch 
International to create a 
storehouse of images of 
each page of an application. 
Names were meticulously 
indexed for search functions 
online. American Ancestors 
then created a searchable 
family tree for each Pil-
grim on its American An-
cesTREES platform, using 
the new indexed data and 
merging it with data from 
an earlier project done with 
GSMD for its renowned 
Silver Books collection.

American Ancestors 
CEO Simons stated, “This 
is an unprecedented col-
laboration between three of 
the ‘greats.’ FamilySearch 
is a giant of the field and 
brings the best technologies 
to bear. The Mayflower So-
ciety (GSMD) is one of the 
most esteemed hereditary 
societies, and it champions 
the story of the Pilgrims. 
And American Ancestors is 
the public face of the New 
England Historic Genea-
logical Society, the found-
ing genealogical society in 
the world and best known 
for maintaining the highest 
standards in the field of ge-
nealogy.”

Simons emphasized that 
free online access to the 
documents and lineages 
from the verified GSMD 
member applications sheds 
new light on one of Amer-
ica’s founding legacies. In 
the year commemorating 
the 400th anniversary of 
the Mayflower’s landing, 
many of the planned events 

marking its significance 
have been postponed. But 
investigating one’s possi-
ble ancestral connection to 
the iconic Pilgrim family 
may take place comfortably 
at home and at any time 
through the use of new re-
sources such as the database 
announced today.

The Mayflower Society 
(GSMD), one of the leading 
lineage societies

General Society May-
flower Descendants 
(GSMD) started taking ap-
plications for membership 
in  1895. It currently has 
more than 30,000 active 
members. This year, with 
attention being given to the 
400th anniversary of the 
Mayflower voyage in 1620, 
more individuals have 
sought recognition of their 
ancestry by submitting an 
application for membership 
to be verified by GSMD.

Scholarship undertaken 
by the GSMD over the years 
has resulted in publication 
of 30 volumes of the Silver 
Books, known as such for 
the color of the covers. The 
books incorporate genea-
logical data covering gen-
erations one through five 
of a Pilgrim. That data was 
indexed by American An-
cestors from 2017 to 2018 
to create an initial online 
database called “The May-
flower Families Fifth Gen-
eration Descendants.” That 
has now been merged with 
the information contained 
in the more than 100,000 
Mayflower Society applica-
tions utilized in this project, 
respecting the privacy of 
data of anyone born after 
December 31, 1919.

To view the new data-
base, “General Society of 
Mayflower Descendants 
Membership Applications, 
1620-1920,” and explore 
its content, visit Ameri-
canAncestors.org/May-
flower- Family. Many oth-
er resources pertaining to 
Mayflower research may 
also be viewed at  May-
flower.AmericanAncestors.
org.

Are you descended from a Mayflower passenger? Finding out just got easier
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Send us Your News
The Everett Independent encourages residents to submit birth and engagement 

announcements, news releases, business briefs, honor rolls, social news, sports 
stories, and photographs for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices 
at 385 Broadway, Citizens Bank Building, Revere, MA 02151. Items can also be 
faxed to 781-485-1403. The Independent also encourages readers to  e-mail news 
releases to editor@everettindependent.com.

The Everett Independent assumes no financial responsibility for typographical 
errors in advertisements, but will reprint that part of the advertisement in which the  
error occurs. Advertisers will please  notify the management immediately of any 
errors that may occur.

Celebrating
EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

of Courageous Care

Thank you to our major sponsors:

Staff Report

(The following is a 
weekly feature in the In-
dependent based on the 
City’s 2018 Historic Prop-
erty Survey done to note 
the many little-known his-
torically significant prop-
erties within the city.)

HISTORICAL 
NARRATIVE 

St. Joseph’s was the 
third Roman Catholic 
parish in Everett and was 
founded in 1912. It was 
formed to meet the needs 
of the large French-Cana-
dian population in Everett 
and nearby Malden and 
Father Victor Choquette 
was appointed pastor. Ini-
tially services were held in 
the barn of Colonel Har-
ry Converse in Malden. 
Soon, Father Choquette 
was able to buy part of 
the True estate on Buck-
nam Street in West Ev-
erett which had a home-
stead that could serve 
as a chapel. The church 
was constructed in 1917 
according to designs by 
Walter Fontaine under the 
leadership of Choquette’s 
successor, Father Henry 
Joseph Filion. The church 
was dedicated on Novem-
ber 16, 1919. The rectory 
was built a few years later, 
in 1926-7. The architect of 
the rectory was Matthew 
Sullivan. 

St. Joseph’s Church 
was closed in 2001 due 
to declining attendance. 
Parishioners moved to ei-
ther Sacred Heart Church 
in Malden or Immaculate 
Conception Church in Ev-
erett. As part of the Arch-
diocesan Reconfiguration 
Plan, the St. Joseph’s 
Church property on Buck-
nam Street was sold by 
the Archbishop to Frank 
Mastrocola of Mastroco-
la Development in 2003. 
The Church building was 
demolished in 2004. The 
two-acre property, re-
named Parish Point, con-
tains 20 new town houses 
located in two wood frame 
buildings as well as three 
condominiums in the for-
mer rectory. 

The rectory’s archi-
tect, Matthew Sullivan 
(1868-1948), was born 
and educated in Boston 
and received his architec-
tural training in the office 
of Edmund Wheelwright. 
In 1901 he joined the ar-
chitectural partnership 
of Charles Maginnis and 
Timothy Walsh as a junior 
partner (Maginnis, Walsh, 
and Sullivan). He left the 
firm in 1906 to practice 
independently. Sullivan 
designed many churches 
and other buildings in the 
Boston area for the Cath-
olic church. Locally, Sul-
livan also designed Our 
Lady of Grace School at 

190 Nichols St. in 1927 
and St. Therese Church at 
801 Broadway in 1928, as 
well as St. Rose Roman 
Catholic School in Chel-
sea in 1911. 

ARCHITECTURAL 
DESCRIPTION 

The former St. Joseph’s 
Church Rectory is a 2 
½-story, brick building set 
on a concrete foundation 
and capped by a steep-
ly-pitched slate roof. The 
five-bay west elevation 
facing Bucknam Street is 
five bays wide with the 
center bay highlighted by 
a concrete quoined panel 
that extends the full two 
stories. The entrance is 
set into a shallow archway 
with a shield above and 
a Gothic lantern sconce 
to the side. The south el-
evation of the building 
which originally faced 
St. Joseph’s Church (de-
molished) has a steeply 
pitched gable at either end. 
The entrance centered on 
this elevation is deeply 
recessed with a quoined 
surround and arched bro-
ken pediment with cross-
topped shield over the 
doorway. Below the shield 
is the inscription “Presby-
tere Saint Joseph”. 

The rectangular win-
dow openings contain 
double-hung 6/1 (replace-
ment) sash. On the Buck-
nam Street elevation the 

first floor windows are 
set into the brick with a 
row of slightly projecting 
stretcher bricks several 
courses above suggesting 
a lintel and a small square 
tile between the windows. 
The second floor windows 
on the same elevation 
have molded surrounds 
that are without lintels. On 
the south side there are 6/1 
windows with molded sur-
rounds as well as two sets 
of three windows capped 
by decorative concrete 
lintels. A series of low ga-
ble dormers punctuate all 
of the roof slopes except 
the north and brick exteri-

or chimneys rise from the 
ends of the front section. 
Brick exterior chimneys 
are A single-story brick 
porch spans the east end 
of the building. Behind the 
former rectory is a small, 
hip-roofed brick garage 
with two bays facing 
Kinsman Street. 

St. Joseph’s Church 
stood to the south of the 
rectory and a bronze 
plaque on a granite base 
set into the lawn near 
Bucknam Street reads “St. 
Joseph Church occupied 
this site 1912-2001”. Two 
large condominium build-
ings were constructed 

on the site of the former 
church. The larger of the 
two buildings faces Buck-
nam Street and the oth-
er faces Kinsman Street. 
The 2 ½-story, gable end 
buildings are set on high 
poured concrete founda-
tions and are sheathed in 
vinyl siding. Victorian Re-
vival in style, they display 
two-story, three-sided bay 
windows, cross gables, 
scalloped shingles in the 
porch gables and stair-
cases with stick balusters 
and knobbed newel posts. 
Between the two buildings 
there is a paved parking 
lot.

Former church rectory a gem on Bucknam Street

Historic Property

The home at 193 Bucknam St. was once the rectory for St. Joseph’s Church – a church that 
closed in 2001 and was transformed into townhouses in 2004. The Rectory still stands as a 
residential home. It is one of many historically significant – though little-known – proper-
ties in Everett.
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COVID-19 Testing
Safe, fast, easy, free

EBNHC provides walk-thru COVID-19 
testing to anyone who wants to be tested, 

six days a week at 79 Paris Street.  

Pre-registration required:  
Call 617-569-5800.

Monday-Friday: 8am-11:30am and 1pm-4:30pm
Saturday: 10am-1:30pm

Visit ebnhc.org/covid19 for other testing sites around Boston
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six days a week at 79 Paris Street.  

Pre-registration required:  
Call 617-569-5800.

Monday-Friday: 8am-11:30am and 1pm-4:30pm
Saturday: 10am-1:30pm

Visit ebnhc.org/covid19 for other testing sites around Boston

The coaches of the U-12 Champions from left; Asst. Coach JT Morello, Head Coach Nick 
Olson, Asst. Coaches Danielle Nadeau and Robin Babcock.

 Alexa Morello with her parents, Lisa and JT.
Arianna Osorio Bonilla with Alex, and Alanna Gutierrez.

Julianna Ferguson with her 
Aunt, Danielle Nadeau.

Ashley Seward with her 
mother, Michelle.

Luiza Velev with her moth-
er, Natallya.

Emilia Maria Babcock with 
her mother, Robin.

Michaela Marchant with her 
mother, Kelly.

Jordyn Sikora with her parents, Jessica and Peter, and sister 
Janessa.

Sarah Tiberii with her parents, Laura and Jim.

 The U-12 Tide softball team with coaches.

By Cary Shuman

 Sophia Clarke tossed a 
two-hitter with 11 strike-
outs as the Everett Tide 
12-Under team defeated 
Salem, 5-1, to win the 
Middle Essex Eastern 
Massachusetts champion-
ship last Sunday in Salem.

The all-Everett contin-
gent, led by head coach 
Nick Olson and assistant 
coaches Danielle Na-
deau, JT Morello, and 
Ivan Velev. finished their 
spectacular season with a 
12-1 record in the 19-team 
league.

Clarke, a talented right-
hander who was in her 
first season as a pitcher, 
was truly an ace all sea-
son, tallying 97 strikeouts 
in 13 starts to go along 
with a few shutouts.

“Sophia always had as-
pirations to be a pitcher,” 
said Coach Olson. “She 
put in the hard work and 
really excelled. She’s a re-
ally good kid to coach.”

Salem was undefeated 
coming into the game with 
its own exceptional pitch-
er, but Everett used their 
top-notch bunting, speed, 
and baserunning to score 
five runs.

Leadoff batter Jayla Da-
vila had two key bunt sin-
gles and scored two runs. 
Luiza Velev and Julianna 
Ferguson scored runs by 
stealing home.

First baseman Alexa 
Morello was a defensive 
standout all season. Start-
ing catcher Amelia Marie 
Babcock limited opposing 

baserunners to few steals 
on the bases. Sarah Tibe-
rii also had an outstanding 
campaign as one of the 
league’s top outfielders. 
Third baseman Ashley 
Seward was the team’s 
unsung hero, according to 
Coach Olson.

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
presented awards to mem-
bers of the championship 
team during a ceremony 
Nov. 12 at Glendale Park.

“This team was a spe-
cial group of kids,” said 
Nick Olson, who served 
eight years in the Unit-
ed States Marine Corps. 
“Their camaraderie and 
teamwork were great. 
They were a fun team to 
coach.” 

Everett Tide claim Middle Essex EMass softball title
Clarke strikes out 11 in championship game

Staff Report

The Everett Housing 
Task Force, formed in 
February as a result of a 
resolution introduced by 
Councilor Stephanie Mar-
tins, has become a forum 
for important discussions 
pertaining to the current 
housing crisis.  “My first 
order of business on the 
Council back in February 
was to create a platform 
for important housing dis-
cussions and an incubator 
for housing policies.

The Everett Housing 

Task Force received full 
support from Mayor Car-
lo DeMaria and Council 
President Rosa DiFlorio 
right from its inception, 
and was voted unanimous-
ly by the Council.

“An amazing and di-
verse group of reputable 
individuals has since come 
together to discuss vital 
housing matters affecting 
our City and upcoming 
housing ordinances,” said 
Councilor Martins. “To-
gether, we have discussed 
landlord and tenant’s 
rights in collaboration 

with Attorney Gener-
al Maura Healey’s Of-
fice team, resources with 
Housing Families Inc., 
Eliot Family Resource 
Center, and The Everett 
Haitian Community Cen-
ter - EHCC, and Right to 
Counsel with State Sena-
tor Sal DiDomenico.”

This Friday, the Task 
Force will collaborate 
with City Life/Vida Ur-
bana to bring a series of 
workshops live on the 
City of Everett’s Face-
book page (English at 
6PM, Spanish at 7:30PM), 

and in Portuguese with At-
torney Rafaela Garreta, on 
important rights informa-
tion regarding evictions 
and foreclosure protection 
after the expiration of the 
moratorium. The work-
shop will also be present-
ed in Haitian Creole by the 
Everett Haitian Commu-
nity Center on Wednes-
day, November 25, at 6:30 
p.m. Public participation 
during the Q&A is encour-
aged.

Follow www.facebook.
com/everetthousingtask-
force for more details.

Housing Task Force leads the conversation 
on evictions and foreclosure protection

Sophia Clarke was the 
winning pitcher and has 97 
strike outs for the season, 
behind the plate for Sophia, 
calling a great game is 
catcher, Emilia Maria 
Babcock.
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Learn more today.
Toll-Free: 855-213-0015 (TTY 711)
9 am – 5 pm, Monday – Friday
FAX: 617-830-0534
CCASCO.org
30 Winter Street, Boston MA 02108

If you’re 65+ and eligible for MassHealth 
Standard, call now for this free brochure 
about an important health plan option.
Commonwealth Care Alliance® is dedicated to helping you live safely in your own 
home for as long as possible. Over 68% of CCA Senior Care Options members 
actually qualify for a nursing home, but continue living independently at home with 
our comprehensive care and support. When you enroll in our plan, you will choose
doctors from our large network, including many right in your community that you 
may already know and trust. And then, you will receive all the MassHealth 
Standard benefi ts you deserve and much more – at $0 to you.

Nursing home or
your home?

Know your options.
Senior Care Options (HMO SNP)

The plan that gives you MassHealthStandard benefits and MORE.

A health plan designed to keepseniors living safely at home.

Commonwealth Care Alliance (CCA) Senior Care Options Program (HMO SNP) is a coordinated care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Commonwealth of 
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By Seth Daniel

Everett native Dan Ras-
si had his knives sharpened 
and the ovens warmed up 
this week as he prepared 
to compete on the Food 
Network’s ‘Chopped’ tele-
vision show – a show that 
premiered Tuesday night 
after Independent dead-
lines.

A 2001 Everett High 
graduate who played foot-
ball and basement – and 
also took classes for two 
years in the Everett High 
Culinary Program – Rassi 
now operates two restau-
rants in North Conway, 
NH with his brother-in-
law Marc Iannuzzi, also 
from Everett.

“There’s a lot at stake 
on the show – a lot of brag-
ging rights, of course the 
prize money and the noto-
riety for my restaurants,” 
he said. “They found me 
and emailed me. When I 
first saw the email I didn’t 
believe it because it didn’t 
come directly from them, 
but from a casting agent. I 
was like, ‘Yea, right.’ But 
then I saw that it was cor-
rect and gladly accepted. I 
am grateful for the oppor-
tunity.”

The family is no strang-
er to culinary TV, though, 
as his sister, Kathy Ian-
nuzzi, won the Cupcake 
Wars competition on the 
Food Network a few years 
back, helping her to launch 
a successful cupcake shop 
in New Hampshire. 

Kathy had spent four 
years in the EHS Culinary 
Program and was a great 
mentor to Rassi, he said. 
He said he loved growing 
up in Everett and learned 
his initial passion for great 
food there in the Culi-
nary Program and in other 
restaurants and sandwich 

shops.
“My parents still live in 

Everett,” he said. “I have 
a lot of friends there still. 
Everett provided me a 
great upbringing and great 
friends. My first job was 
at the Silver Fox, where 
my brother in law got me 
a job washing dishes at 
the age of 13. I worked at 
Antonetta’s and DiBlasi’s 
and then R. Wesley’s on 
Broadway…I worked at 
R. Wesley’s for six years 
and learned the high end 
of food. I’ve always been 
around restaurants, but it 
took me awhile to realize I 
wanted to be a chef.”

After high school, Rassi 
said college didn’t work 
out for him, and he “float-

ed” around Everett for a 
while, being a “knuckle-
head.” Finally, he said, 
he decided to clean up his 
act and moved to Florida 
with Marc and Kathy for a 
fresh start. Getting a job in 
a restaurant there, he said 
he learned important skills 
and developed a passion 
for making great food.

After working in the 
restaurant at a top golf 
course in Florida, and a 
couple of other places, he 
decided to follow his sister 
to North Conway, NH, to 
open her shop on the heels 
of her Cupcake Wars win. 
However, he said while 
cooking sweets is fun, he 
was made to be a chef.

“I finally said enough 

with the sugar, I need 
some salt,” he said. “I’m a 
chef and I needed to cook 
again.”

After working under 
Chef Theresa Stearns in 
North Conway, he said he 
became very serious about 
his food and his abilities 
in the kitchen. That helped 
him to partner with Marc 
Iannuzzi to open Wick-
ed Fresh Craft Burgers, 
which also spawned Fire 
by Fresh, a new brick-ov-
en pizzeria.

“We put together the 
burger joint and it just 
blew up,” he said. “There 
are no burger joints up 
here and there was a need. 
Three years later we’re at 
250,000 burgers sold. My 
dining room is closed now 
because of COVID, but 
we just came off our best 
summer. Fire by Fresh is 
doing okay, but has had 
some trouble because 
of location, but maybe 
that will all change after 
‘Chopped.’”

The show was filmed 
last summer in Kenne-
bunkport, Maine, Ras-
si said. The set-up was 
an outdoor kitchen with 
a stove, grill, griddle, 
blender and mixer. The 
title of the show is ‘Com-
fort Food Feuds,’ and the 
specialty competition 
focused on burgers. The 
show brings in four chefs 
in four rounds of compe-
tition and whittles it down 
to two through challenges 
of making the burgers, but 
with odd ingredients like 
pigs feet and chocolate 
crickets or other oddities.

Rassi couldn’t reveal 
how he did on the show, 
but hosted a watch part 
online at his restaurant 
Tuesday night. He said 
in the past, chefs spent 
all their time in the kitch-

en and weren’t on TV. 
Now, with celebrity chefs 
and cooking shows like 
‘Chopped,’ it opens up 
a world of notoriety. He 
said he hopes the show 
will propel the North Con-
way dining scene and his 
restaurants too.

“I hope the show sheds 
a little light onto North 
Conway and specifically 
our restaurants,” he said. 
“With COVID, we were 
closed three months in one 
restaurant and two months 
at the other one. It was a 
big hit. It would be nice 
to get that notoriety and 
have people come in be-
cause they saw the show 
and what I can do. That’s 
not just for myself, but for 
the staff. It’s also confir-
mation for me that all the 
hard work I put in – the 
thankless jobs over the 

years and all the holidays 
I missed with my kids – it 
was all worth it.”

Meanwhile, Rassi, 37, 
said he is proud to be from 
Everett and makes men-
tion of it all the time even 
though he’s up in North 
Conway.

“I loved growing up 
in Everett and I’m proud 
to be from Everett and to 
say I am from Everett,” he 
said. “I’ve lived in Can-
ada, Puerto Rico, New 
Hampshire and Maine, 
and there is no place like 
Everett to get the commu-
nity feeling I had there.”

Rassi is the son of Ra-
fael and Iraida Gonzalez, 
who still live on Hospital 
Hill. His wife is Angelys 
Rassi and they have four 
kids and live in Fryeburg, 
Maine.

Everett native picked for ‘Chopped’ television show this week

PHOTO BY DAWN HUFFMAN/FOOD NETWORK

Everett native Dan Rassi was set to compete on the Food 
Network’s ‘Chopped’ television show this week. Rassi, who 
graduated Everett High in 2001, now operates two restau-
rants in North Conway, NH, with fellow Everett native Marc 
Iannuzzi.
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By Seth Daniel

Everett Redevelopment 
Authority (ERA) members 
said they were encour-
aged with the interest in 
the parking lot parcels at 
Everett Square through the 
recent bidding process that 
has taken place through the 
summer.

After a meeting of the 
ERA Monday night, City 
Planner Tony Sousa said 
they had received five pro-
posals from their Request 
for Information (RFI) they 
put out to the development 
world at the end of the 
spring.

“The purpose of the RFI 
was to gauge if there was 
interest,” he said. “Indeed, 
there was interest. We talk-
ed to other redevelopment 
authorities in Malden and 
Worcester and five propos-
als are pretty solid. Some-
times you don’t get any and 
sometimes you get a cou-
ple. We have been told that 
three to five proposals is the 
sweet spot.”

The ERA had put out a 
previous RFI for the Square 
last year, and got back three 
proposals. However, at that 
time, the City had not yet 
been approved by the state 

for its Everett Square Urban 
Renewal Plan (URP). After 
having been approved for 
that plan earlier this year, 
they decided to put out an-
other RFI. Only one propo-
nent from the earlier round 
re-submitted, Sousa said.

Those who have submit-
ted proposals include:

•Sal Sacro of the Sacro 
Development.

•Di Girolomo Cos./Rich 
Di Girolomo, owner of 
Braza Grille property.

•Legacy Building and 
Development/Charlie Zam-
muto, developer of the old 
pizza place on Main Street.

•Equity Residential.
•Chestnut Equity/Build-

ing Wealth & Communi-
ties/Boston Realty Advi-
sors (Joint venture).

The RFI was specifi-
cally gauging interest in 
the parking lots in Everett 
Square adjacent to Braza 
Grille and the Sacro Tow-
er. The City has called for 
a mixed-use development 
that would include residen-
tial and retail on the ground 
floor. There was a prefer-
ence for developers who 
were willing and able to 
leverage relationships with 

Candidates were 
out and about on 
Tuesday morning, 
Sept. 17, for the 
City Preliminary 
Election, which fea-
tured the Council 
at-large candidates 
competing against 
each other. Only 
one in the field was 
set to be eliminat-
ed, and a low turn-
out was expected, 
but many in the 
race felt it was a 
good bellwether to 
see how the cam-
paigns are faring 
right now. Pictured 
in Everett Square 
campaigning was Jimmy Green, Paul Russo and Councilor Wayne Matewsky. Just down the street was Councilor John Hanlon with Sal Sacro and State Rep. Joe McGonagle – among others. For complete results, check the Everett Independent’s website and social media this evening, (www.everettindependent.com and @EverettIndy).
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all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo • auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial

Get Ready for Fall!
Sweater weather is here

 

Messinger Insurance  
Agency, Inc.  475 Broadway 

 Everett, MA 02149 
 Phone: 617-387-2700  SINCE 1921 Fax: 617-387-7753  
 
 

AUTO INSURANCE BENEFITS 
 
 

 ACCIDENT FORGIVENESS 
 

 DISAPPEARING COLLISION 
DEDUCTIBLE 
 

 11% DISCOUNT WITH SUPPORTING 
POLICY 

 
 10% COMBINED PAY IN FULL 

DISCOUNT AND GREEN DISCOUNT  
 10% GOOD STUDENT DISCOUNT 

 
98 years of excellence! 

 
 

Monday thru Friday: 8am to 6pm 
Saturdays 9am to 1pm! 

 
 

Check out our NEW website! 
www.messingerinsurance.com 

Quote your policy online! 
 

ERA MILLENNIUM REAL 
ESTATE APARTMENT 

RENTALS

Call 617-389-1101

Landlords - If you have an apartment you 
want to rent, let us do the work for you.

See PROPOSALS Page 2

PHOTO BY JIM VALENTEAll the Hawks can do is chase Everett’s Tyrese Baptiste (11) in vain as he jets into open field and to the end zone for the Crimson Tide. The Tide hosted the Xaverian Hawks on Friday night, Sept. 13, and controlled the game. The final score ended up 27-21 after Xaverian scored a touchdown in the final seconds. See Page 9 for story and more photos.

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERSThe Wailers, the original band that played with Reggae icon Bob Marley, performed as the headlining act at Village Fest on Saturday night, Sept. 14. Thousands of Everett resi-dents and visitors to the city came out once again to take in the local flavor combination of great music, family fun, great breweries/distilleries and food galore. Johnny D’Agos-tino, known as the moderator for the popular Everett Facebook page, emceed the event on Saturday and kept the fun going all evening. See Page 11 for more photos.

City officials 
give parking 
update on 
Lower 
Broadway

By Laura Plummer

Three months after En-
core Boston opened its 
doors to the public, City 
officials met with Council 
on Sept. 3, to update them 
on the parking situation on 
Lower Broadway.

Prior to its summer re-
cess back in June, Council 
meetings were dominat-
ed by concerns about how 
the casino opening would 
impact the day-to-day life 
of residents in Everett, not 
the least of which was the 
worry that residential dis-
tricts would be flooded with 
non-residents parking along 
the streets and taking public 
transportation down to the 
resort.

At that time, some Coun-
cilors felt that the City’s 
focus on Lower Broadway 
was too small in scope and 
ignored potential issues 
outside of this area. It was 
agreed that the city would 
address Council in another 
three months to provide an 
update.

Everett Police Sergeant 
Joe Gaff and the May-
or’s Chief of Staff Kevin 
O’Donnell announced that 
the traffic and parking sit-
uation on Lower Broadway 
was “better than anybody 
anticipated,” something 
they attributed to educating 
the community about using 
public transportation.

“Everybody who’s put 
their energy down there 
is reaping the rewards. 

Council calls 
for solution to 
city’s rodent 
problem

By Laura Plummer

At its first meeting of 
the fall on Monday, Sept. 
3, Council addressed com-
plaints of a surge in the 
city’s rat population, per-
haps due to an increase in 
recent construction proj-
ects.

Councilor Wayne 
Matewsky said he had re-
ceived numerous phone 
calls from residents, not 
only in his own ward, but 
also from around the city 
who are seeking a solution 
to the city’s rat problem. 
He identified the follow-
ing streets as being areas 
of concern: Bolster, Elm, 
Elsie, Estes, George and 
Paris.

“This may not seem like 
an issue that affects every-
body, but it’s all over the 
city,” he said. “They’re 
coming from somewhere. 
There has to be an aware-
ness.”

VILLAGE 
FEST

 CITY PRELIMINARY ELECTION

By Seth Daniel

Nearly $400 million was 
wagered at Encore Boston 
Harbor in August, with a 
strong showing on table 
games once again, but a 
continuing “soft” perfor-
mance on the sea of slot 
machines at the resort.

The Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission 
(MGC) released its August 

numbers on Monday, and 
found that Encore outpaced 
the two other casinos in the 
state by a longshot, bring-
ing in $52.8 million in 
Gross Gaming Revenues 
for the month. That was 
nearly $4 million more than 
their number in July.

The total wagered for 
August was $391.47 mil-
lion (a number that consists 
of the total coin-in wagered 

on the slots and the reve-
nues from table games).

The numbers were built 
on another strong perfor-
mance on the table games, 
where Encore logged $32.2 
million in revenues for Au-
gust, which was nearly $5 
million over July’s number 
– which was considered 
very strong.

Everett Redevelopment receives 
strong interest in Everett Square lots

Five proposals

THE CHASE

Encore gaming numbers continue 
to grow, though slots remain ‘soft’

By Seth Daniel

The time-honored per-
ception in Everett Public 
Schools has been that many 
of the students in the class-
rooms don’t necessary live 
in the city.

It has been a rumor or 
innuendo for years upon 
years, and now the School 
Committee and City Ad-

ministration are looking to 
bring in more stringent re-
quirements for students to 
prove residency – as Ever-
ett is one of the most lenient 
in the area on the issue.

“There were times in the 
past when people would 
say they knew our star foot-
ball player lives in Boston 
and they needed to be an 
investigation,” said School 

Committeeman Frank 
Parker. “They say that be-
cause they see him get on 
a bus going into Boston. It 
ends up he was homeless 
and going into the shelter at 
Youth Harbor. There is fact 
and there is perception. We 
need to operate on fact so 
there isn’t such perceptions 

School Committee moves to look into 
more restrictive student residency

See ENCORE Page 2

See SCHOOL Page 3

See PARKING Page 3

See SOLUTION Page 2

Example Page
Sticky Note represented 

by Black box

Call or Email Your Rep Today! 

$900

$600 $800$700



Page 8	 The Everett Independent • Wednesday, November 18, 2020	 Phone: 617-387-9600  Fax: 781-485-1403

 WHAT ARE YOU 
MOST THANKFUL FOR?

Being born into a family of 11 children and hav-
ing wonderful immigrant parents who taught me 
to be a great U.S.A. Patriot; being able to serve my 
country inthe army, having the pleasure of mar-
rying  a wonderful woman and great mother to 
my 4 children. Having the gret pleasure of having 
9 grandchildren and 6 great children
Having the honor of serving the city as a alder-
man and councillor for eight years (president  one 
term), elected for the first time at the age of 78 
years old.
Fortunate to survive cancer of the bladder 6 years, 
fortunate to survive COPD for 25 years
Living to be the grand old  age of 90 years old on 
Nov. 23rd

My name is Mikayla flammia, I 
am 9 years old and I am thankful 
for being alive, family, friends, 
food and water, love and school.

RYLEE

SAL SACHETTA

CORTANA
for 3rd Grade teacher 

Ms. Cooper

ELLEN GAYNOR

EMMA CARNAZZO
for family

AVA MACKENZIE

MANDI DEMASI

MIKAYLA FLAMMIA

WINNER!

My six children and their 
mates who presented me 
with 23 grandchildren who 
procured six more greats.... 
The memories I have and 
the future they will bring.

♥ ♥ ♥

HELEN SIGOIN
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News in Brief

ENCORE BOSTON 
HARBOR INVITES 
NON-PROFITS 
TO REACH OUT 
FOR GENTLY 
USED OFFICE 
FURNITURE 
DONATIONS  

Encore Boston Harbor 
is asking members on 
non-profits to reach out to 
them for donations of gen-
tly used office furniture 
to include desks, chairs, 
filing cabinets, tables and 
other items. Hundreds of 
pieces of furniture will be 
donated by Encore Boston 
Harbor to any charities 
who have a need for it.  Be-
ginning immediately, En-
core Boston Harbor asks 
that interested non-profits 
and charities reach out to 
Encore Boston Harbor at 
857-770-7000 to request 
information on furniture 
and items available for 
pickup and please ask for 
Beth Gibbons. All equip-
ment and furniture must 
be picked up by the orga-
nization. 

A list of the donated 
items available include: 
single cubicles, double cu-
bicles, office chairs, office 
stools, long meeting tables 
and filing cabinets. Inter-
ested organizations must 
be able to provide a 501C3 
to receive the furniture, 
free of charge. The pick-
up will take place starting 
this week through the end 
of the month. 

Encore Boston Harbor 
is located at 1 Broadway 
in Everett, MA. For ad-
ditional questions, please 

email Beth Gibbons 
at  Bethany.gibbons@en-
corebostonharbor.com.

CHILD SAFETY 
SEAT NIGHT

In order for a child safe-
ty seat to work, it needs to 
be properly installed and 
probably used. The Ever-
ett Police child seat safety 
technician is available to 
assist parents and care-
takers with ensuring the 
safety of children when 
traveling in a vehicle. This 
is a free service and takes 
just a few minutes and will 
be available Nov. 19, from 
5-8 p.m. Children do not 
need to be present at the 
time. For more informa-
tion contact the child seat 
safety technician by vis-
iting EverettPoliceChild-
Safety.com or call/text/
whatsapp (617)410-6176.

Falamos Português.
Hablamos Español.

CITY OF EVERETT 
TRAFFIC ADVISORY

WHAT:
Street milling and pav-

ing and sidewalk improve-
ments.

WHERE:
Ferry Street, Carter 

Street, Dyer Avenue, 
Somerset Street, Whitter 
Drive Complex, Morris 
Street, and Lewis/Davis 
Street, Fuller Street and 
Belmont Place

WHEN:
Carter Street, Dyer Av-

enue, Somerset Street, and 
Whittier Drive Complex

Paving is scheduled for 
Thursday, November 19th 
and Friday, November 

20th from 7am – 4pm
Morris Street and Lew-

is/Davis Street
Paving is scheduled for 

Thursday, November 19th 
and Friday, November 
20th from 7am – 4pm

Crews are currently 
working to raise castings 
on Morris Street

Fuller Street
Ongoing sidewalk im-

provements
Belmont Place
Improvements are 

planned, but have yet to 
be scheduled

SENIOR PANTRY 
SHOPPING DAYS

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
and The Council on Ag-
ing sponsor Senior Pan-
try Shopping Days at The 
Connolly Center . Senior 
shopping will take place 
Thursdays for the month 
of December. The dates 
are December 3,10 & 
17 by APPOINTMENT 
ONLY from 9am until 
noon.

Seniors, a limit of 10 
per hour, will be escort-
ed through The Connolly 
Center by a staff member 
in where   the senior will 
be able to choose two bags 
of groceries. You must 
enter  the rear door of the 
building, where there is 
handicapped parking .You 
must wear a mask, remain 
socially distant, and tem-
peratures will be checked. 
This program is available 
to Everett Seniors aged 62 
and over. For an appoint-
ment please call Dale or 
Margaret at 617.394.2323.

Always There For You
    ERA MILLENNIUM
 291 FERRY ST., EVERETT    617-389-1101    •    617-784-7500

www.ERAmillennium.com

SELLERS CALL TODAY 
FOR A FREE HOME 

MARKET ANALYSIS. 
CALL TODAY!

Pasquale (Pat) Roberto,
Broker/Owner
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    ERA MILLENNIUM
 291 FERRY ST., EVERETT    617-389-1101    •    617-784-7500

www.ERAmillennium.com

SELLERS CALL TODAY 
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MARKET ANALYSIS. 
CALL TODAY!

Pasquale (Pat) Roberto,
Broker/Owner

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
Rivas, Oscar A        	 Rivas, Jose I                                   545 Broadway             	 $230,000

Polson, Joseph O     	 Hickey, Joseph J   	 127 Central Ave         	 $531,000

Cordoba-Esteves, Tracy V 	 Picarielllo, Linda A	 229 Chelsea St              	 $595,000

Gace, Zerina              	 Brooks, Beau	 30 Chelsea St #701           	 $400,000

Valentin, Kirby	 Gao, Mei Q	 24 Corey St #105            	 $394,000

Krasowski, Evgeniy	 Geiger, James W      	 24 Corey St #404             	 $454,000

Kennedy, Kristin	 Mccullough, Kaitlyn  	 53 Corey St #2S            	 $490,000

Zakaullah, Shehla	 Hung, Alexis         	 43 Edith St #2              	 $439,000

Zywina, Dariusz	 Laigner, Fabio        	 284 Ferry St #284           	 $315,000

Serrano-Martinez, Pedro J	 Covelle, Christopher F  	 38 Glendale St             	 $685,000

Nally, Travis A	 Sage, Shelley        	 32 Mansfield St #2      	 $421,500 

Pathak, Sahil           	 Soto, David          	 26 Partridge Ter          	 $470,000

Medranososa, Erika E  	 Sharry, Maureen	 27 Plymouth St         	 $480,000

Chawla, Manjul        	 38-40 Tappan Street LLC	 40 Tappan St #40              	 $410,000

By Seth Daniel

A major “last-mile” 
warehouse on Mar-
ket Street that would be 
strongly pitched to e-com-
merce companies, such as 
Amazon, would not only 
bring new investment to 
the Second Street indus-
trial area, but also solve 
long-time flooding issues 
in most of the southern 
half of Everett.

The Davis Companies 
pitched its project to the 
City’s Planning Board 
at a Nov. 10 meeting of 
the body as the compa-
ny’s first public airing of 
the project at the Board. 
The project certainly has 
the goal of attracting an 
e-commerce tenant to a 
brand new 220,000 sq. 
ft., one-story warehouse 
distribution facility, but 
in the shorter term the 
project would also solve 
a long-standing issue 
with flooding caused by 
collapsed drainage pipes 
leading up to and under 
the site – which Davis ac-
quired last fall.

“If you’re wondering 
what I’ve been doing the 
last year, I’ve been work-
ing very closely with 
the City Engineer and 
his counterpart in Chel-
sea to design and repair 
that culvert,” said Chris 
Mora, of the Davis Com-
panies. “We expect to do 
a groundbreaking on that 
part a couple months from 
now on that.”

The Market Street cul-
vert has been a source of 
ire for more than 10 years, 
and causes severe flood-
ing issues on Spring Street 
and further up into Ever-
ett. The culvert is formerly 
the Island End River, and 
drains about 430 acres of 
Everett. The collapse has 
prevented the proper flow 
and has resulted in litiga-
tion and horrible flood-
ing for a long time. That 
intends to be fixed very 
soon, Mora said.

The City will be under-
taking a project to “day-
light” the culvert and al-
low the free flow of water 
on the surface. That will 
account for about 400 feet 
of the problem and is more 
environmentally sound as 
well and prevents and fu-
ture collapses because it is 
open to the air.

The Davis Companies 
will undertake the com-
plete replacement of 280 
feet of culvert under their 
property as part of the 

agreement with the two 
cities, and at a cost of $7.2 
million. They will replace 
a 16’ x 9’ corrugated steel 
culvert with a 16’ x 12’ 
concrete box culvert. An-
other 70 feet of concrete 
box culvert will be in 
Chelsea.

Beyond that issue is the 
actual project, the ware-
house.

The large warehouse 
would be targeted to com-
panies looking for “last 
mile” distribution for 
e-commerce. There, how-
ever, is no tenant as of yet.

“We have built into the 
program for a last-mile 
distribution warehouse 
and now we understand 
how these facilities op-
erate, but we don’t have 
yet a contract with a po-
tential tenant,” said Mora. 
“Hopefully during the 
course of the next month 
or two we will have news 
on that.”

Traffic Consultant Liz 
Peart of Howard Stein 
Hudson said the building 
would have 185 employ-
ee parking spaces and 495 
parking spaces for the de-
livery van fleet. The peak 
traffic for such a facility 
would be around 5-6 a.m. 
when they expect about 
120 vehicles per hour. 
That said, there are cur-
rently 1,300 trips to the 
existing Market Terminal, 

and there would be an 
estimated 994 to the new 
warehouse. That, Peart 
said, would mean an over-
all reduction in traffic to 
the site.

Planning Board Mem-
ber Leo Pizzano said the 
traffic estimates were 
made using a Produce 
Market as a base of oper-
ations, while this would 
be an Amazon type facil-
ity such as is located on 
Beacham Street a short 
distance away.

“You’re building a real-
ly nice building,” he said. 
“It would behoove us to 
know if we have a produce 
center there or Amazon 
there or someone using all 
these vans.”

Member Jim Tarr won-
dered if there were alter-
nate options built into the 
plan if no e-commerce 
tenant emerges.

“The building is de-
signed with the thought of 
if we don’t end up with an 
e-commerce tenant, then 
we can design it also for 
a more traditional tenant,” 
Mora said.

“I’m happy to hear that; 
I’m glad it’s not Amazon 
or bust,” said Tarr.

Davis Companies 
agreed to pay $25,000 for 
a peer review study, and 
they will likely be back to 
the Board on Dec. 7 or in 
January.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic caused millions of 
people to lose their jobs 
and file for unemployment 
benefits in Massachusetts. 
Unfortunately, Massachu-
setts, along with numerous 
other states, has been hit 
hard with fraudulent un-
employment claims. The 
Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Unemployment 
Assistance (DUA) has 
reported that over 58,000 
fraudulent unemployment 
claims have been detected 
throughout the state, pre-
venting the loss of over 
$158 million. 

“It’s frustrating to hear 
that there are fraudulent 
unemployment claims 
happening in our state 
and our community,” said 
Mayor Carlo DeMaria. 
“The people who are gen-
uinely filing a claim be-
cause they lost their job 
should not have to face an-
other hurdle to try to col-
lect unemployment funds. 
These are uncertain times 
and it is my hope that the 
resources provided by the 
DUA can help rectify this 
situation.”

The DUA has verifi-
cation steps in place to 
help validate your identi-
ty when filing for a claim. 
They have stated that 
there is no evidence of a 
state data breach and is 
working diligently with 
claimants to ensure their 
protection. 

If you feel that your 
identity has been stolen, 
the DUA has provided 
steps you can take to pro-
tect yourself:

• File a police report 
with your local police de-
partment. Be sure to ask 
for a copy of the report so 

you will be able to provide 
it to creditors and credit 
agencies.

• Change your pass-
words on your email, 
banking, and all other per-
sonal accounts.

• Reach out to your 
credit card companies, 
banks and other financial 
institutions where you do 
business. Explain to them 
that you suspect that you 
are a victim of identity 
theft and request that they 
put a “fraud alert” on your 
account.

• Run a credit report and 
dispute any charges that 
appear fraudulent. You 
may request credit reports 
online from the major 
credit reporting agencies: 
Equifax, Experian, and 
TransUnion or by calling 
the Federal Trade Com-
mission, 1-877-322-8228.

• Place a credit freeze 
with each of the major 
credit reporting agen-
cies. Additionally, place a 
“fraud alert” on your cred-
it file by contacting just 
one of the credit agencies 
and this will add an alert 
to the others.

o Equifax: 1-800-349-
9960 or https://www.equi-
fax.com/personal/cred-
it-report-services/ 

o Experian: 1-888-397-
3742 or https://www.ex-
perian.com/freeze/center.
html 

o TransUnion: 1-888-
909-8872 or https://www.
transunion.com/cred-
it-freeze 

• Take notes of all con-
versations and keep copies 
of all documents.

The DUA wants to as-
sure the residents of Mas-
sachusetts that protecting 
claimants’ information is 

their top priority. If you 
feel that someone is us-
ing your identity to falsely 
claim unemployment ben-
efits, there are signs to rec-
ognize this activity: 

• Asking you to pay a 
fee

o The DUA will never 
ask you to pay a fee for as-
sistance with your claim.

• Be aware of false web-
sites

o The official state web-
site is Mass.gov

o The Pandemic Un-
employment Assistance 
(PUA) website is https://
ui-cares-act.mass.gov/
PUA/_/ 

o	 The claimant log-
in website is https://uion-
line.detma.org/Claimant/
Core/Login.ASP 

•	 Email and Text 
Messages

o	 The DUA will 
never ask for your pri-
vate personal information 
(Social Security Number, 
Bank Account, Credit 
Card, etc.) by email or text 
message.

o	 The DUA may 
send information by email 
or text message, but this 
information will always 
direct you to Mass.gov re-
sources.

If you suspect that you 
may be a victim of unem-
ployment benefits fraud, 
you can complete a form 
to report it to the DUA that 
can be found at https://
www.mass.gov/forms/
unemployment-fraud-re-
porting-form or reach the 
DUA customer service 
department at 1-877-626-
6800. Additionally, if you 
are an employer and you 
wish to report fraud, you 
can email your complaint 
to UIFraud@detma.org.

Unemployment benefits fraud

New warehouse proposal would build 220K sq. ft. 
building, solve long-standing flooding issues

A last-mile warehouse distribution center is being planned 
by The Davis Companies for the old Market Street Terminal 
at the corner of Second and Market Streets in the Produce 
Center. The company is targeted the warehouse to an 
e-commerce tenant, but has no contract with anyone yet. 

As part of the plan, The Davis Companies and the City are 
cooperating on fixing a failed culvert housing the Island 
End River, a culvert issue that has caused major flooding 
issues in a large part of the City for many years. Here, on 
Monday, the high tides overwhelmed Spring Street and 
had nowhere to drain.

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416
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OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

J.F. Ward
Funeral Home

Independent & Locally
Owned

Est. 1929
Kevin S. Creel, Director

772 Broadway, Everett
(Glendale Sq. Area)

387-3367

Compassionate, Professional
Service Offering Pre-Need

Planning

To place a 

memoriam 

in the Everett 

Independent, 

please call 

617-387-9600 

OBITUARIES

Mary Morrill
Former Everett resident

Mary (Costa) Morrill, 
90, of Swampscott, for-
merly of Everett, passed 
away on November 14, 
2020. 

She was the beloved 
wife of the late Stanley D. 
Morrill, loving mother of 
Stanley Morrill of Ray-
nham, Stephen Morrill 
of Swampscott, Kenneth 
Morrill of Newburyp-
ort and Nancy Morrill of 
Beverly; cherished grand-
mother of five grandchil-
dren, five great grandchil-
dren, and one great great 
grandchild, Mason; dear 
sister of Jean Imbornone 
of Georgetown and the 
late Rose Papile, Fran Fil-
burn, Marion Izzo, Anne 
Tine, Peter, Tommy and 
Joseph Costa and baby 
Catherine and Salvatore. 
She is also survived by 
many nieces, nephews, 
and cousins. 

Mary will be laid to rest 
with her husband Stan-
ley at Holy Cross Cem-

etery in Malden.  Due to 
the Covid-19 Pandemic, 
the Funeral Service will 
be private. In accordance 
with State and Federal 
CDC guidelines, all vis-
itors to the funeral home 
must wear a mask at all 
times and practice social 
distancing. In addition to 
signing the guestbook for 
the family, you will also 
need to print your name 
and telephone number for 
contact tracing purpos-
es. For online guestbook 
please visit www.vazzafu-
nerals.com.

Regina Dow  
Being a wife and mother was her proudest 

accomplishment

Regina I. (Keck) Dow 
entered eternal peace on 
November 4. 

Regina was born on 
May 27, 1947 and was a ​
lifelong resident of Ever-
ett. The daughter of the 
late Emma (Keck) and 
Lawson Goodwin of Ev-
erett, she was a graduate 
of Everett High School, 
Class of 1966. Regina’s 
most important job and 
proudest accomplishment 
in life was being a mother 
and grandmother. 

Regina was the loving 
mother of Joseph Dow 
of Everett, Kristine Dow, 
Robin (Dow) and her hus-
band, Mark Rotondo, all 
of Winthrop and Jennifer 
Dow of Everett and her 
loving grandchildren, Jo-
seph M. Dow, Jr. of Col-
orado and Victoria and 
Emma Rotondo of Win-
throp. She also leaves be-

hind her former husband, 
Joseph as well as extended 
family and friends.

Funeral services were 
private. Arrangements 
were by the Murphy 
O’Hara Funeral Home, 
519 Broadway, Ever-
ett. Donations in Regina 
Dow’s memory may be 
made to the American 
Cancer Society, 3 Speen 
Street, Framingham, MA 
01701 or  www.cancer.
org.

Charles DeMattia Sr.
Well-known musician

Charles DeMattia Sr. of 
Revere passed away at the 
age of 92 on November 4.  

Born in Med-
ford on August 
29, 1928 to the 
late Michael and 
Marina (Potito), 

he was the beloved hus-
band of the late Rita (In-
sani), devoted father of 
Charlene McDonald of 
Salem, Judith Melanson, 
David DeMattia, and Rob-
ert DeMattia, all of Re-
vere and the late Charles 
DeMattia Jr.; cherished 
grandfather of Courtney 
McDonald, Krystal Vack-
etta, Lauren Melanson and 
Amanda, Stacey, Rachel, 
Jonathan and Jennifer 
DeMattia; dear brother of 
Jody Caruso of Maine and 
the late Michael DeMattia, 
Helen Carvotta, George 
DeMattia, Clara DiCarlo, 
Arthur DeMattia and John 
DeMattia.  He is also sur-
vived by his former son-
in-law Vincent “Jimmy” 
Melanson and many lov-
ing nieces and nephews.  
Charlie, as he was known, 
proudly served his coun-
try in the United States 
Navy during WWII.   He 
studied electronics, and 
during the early days of 
television, owned a TV 
repair shop in Everett. 

He later worked at the 
Charlestown Navy Yard. 
Then, at Raytheon, for the 
Department of Defense in 
Quality Control.   Charlie 
came from a family of 
musicians and played the 
clarinet and saxophone. 
He performed at many 
weddings and social gath-
erings with his brother, 
Mike.   Charlie was a de-
voted Catholic and mem-
ber of the St. Mary’s Holy 
Name Society.  

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, all services 
were privately held for 
the immediate family.  In-
terment Woodlawn Cem-
etery.   In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made 
to the National Kidney 
Foundation, 30 East 33 rd 
St, New York, NY 10016 
or at kidney.org.  For guest 
book, please visit  www.
buonfiglio.com.Anthony J. Matewsky, 

Jr., 68, of Everett, passed 
away by accident at home, 
on November 9.

The loving son of Mar-
ion Matewsky Antonuc-
ci of Everett and the late 
Anthony Matewsky, he 
was the father of Karla 
Matewsky Antonucci of 
Hubbardston, brother of 
Wanda Huizenga of Los 
Angeles, California, Rob-
ert and Kathleen (Conrad) 
Matewsky of Winchedon 
and Everett City Council-
or Wayne Matewsky. 

Tony was a “legendary 
standout” for the Malden 
High School Football team 
1969 to 1971, a graduate 
of Nebraska State Col-
lege and a former mem-
ber of Labors Local #22.  
He was an avid bicyclist 
and regular visitor to Ev-
erett’s Parlin Library.   He 
enjoyed all football games 

and was very proud of his 
daughter, Karla, and mak-
ing friends everywhere he 
went.  

Funeral arrangements 
were by the JF Ward Fu-
neral Home, Everett. 
Expressions of sympa-
thy may be made to Mrs. 
Marion Matewsky at 86 
Lewis Street, Everett, MA 
02149. For online guest-
book please visit:  www.
jfwardfuneralhome.com

Anthony Matewsky, Jr.
‘Legendary Standout’ for Malden High 

School Football team 1969 to 1971

Barbara A. (Dorion) 
Rocco of Everett and 
Harwich Port, 85, passed 
away on November 15 af-
ter a long battle with De-
mentia along with numer-
ous physical ailments.

Barbara was the beloved 
wife of the late Richard S. 
for over 55 years, loving 
mother of Richard Jr. and 
his wife, Daniela of Lyn-
nfield and sister of the late 
Geraldine Dorion. Barba-
ra is also survived by her 
adored granddaughters, 
Sara, Emma and Lily Do-
menica, all of Lynnfield. 
Barbara was the oldest 
daughter of Mary Dorion 
and Joseph Ramuglia.

Barbara was raised in 
Cambridge by her mother, 
Mary and shared a child-
hood with her late sister, 
Geraldine before Geral-
dine passed away in her 
early teens. They strug-
gled to survive for many 
years until an angel by 
the name of Joseph “Joe” 
Ramuglia showed up in 
their lives and took care 
of both mother, Mary and 
daughter, Barbara until his 
own death. Barbara even-
tually fell in love with and 
married Richard S. Rocco. 
Together they lived and 
raised their one and only 
child, Richard S. Rocco 
Jr. on Second Street in Ev-
erett surrounded by cous-
ins who all resided in the 
same neighborhood.

Barbara always loved 
staying active in clubs 
and organizations. She 
was involved in the Cen-
tre School Parent Teachers 
Association, Cub Scouts 
for the local kids, and 
helped organize summer 
beach parties for the Wyn-
demere Bluffs Association 
in Harwich Port. Later in 
life, she served as a trust-
ee for the Parlin Memo-
rial Library in Everett for 
many years.

As Barbara and Rich-
ard got into their “golden 
years” they would split 
time between Del Ray 

Beach, Florida and Har-
wich Port, yet always re-
turning to Everett for the 
holiday season. They were 
avid travelers and visited 
destinations from Europe 
to the Far East. Although 
later in life, no matter 
where Barbara was, she 
had to check in with her 
beloved family. Her son, 
Richard, his wife, Dan-
iela and three grandchil-
dren were always first and 
foremost on her mind. She 
lived to listen to the sto-
ries that flowed from Sara, 
Emma or Lily around the 
dinner table and lit up like 
a beacon of joy hearing 
them talk.

Ultimately time caught 
up with Barbara and she 
was called home to be 
with her departed husband 
Richard, mother Mary, fa-
ther Joe and sister Geral-
dine. May they all rest in 
peace and embrace each 
other eternally. God Bless 
you Barbara you are final-
ly at peace.

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic the family has 
chosen a private funer-
al service for the safety 
and protection of those 
who loved her. Please 
omit flowers, donations 
may be made in memory 
of Mrs. Rocco to the De-
mentia Society of Ameri-
ca by mail to PO Box 600, 
Doylestown, PA  18901 or 
online  www.DementiaSo-
ciety.org/donate.

Arrangements by Roc-
co, Carr & Henderson Fu-
neral Home:   www.rocco-
funeralhomes.com.

Barbara Rocco
Family was always first and foremost 

on her mind

For the fourth year in 
a row, Walmart, Bimbo 
Bakeries USA and Tyson 
Foods have joined forces 
to help end hunger across 
the United States.

Coronavirus hit The 
Greater Boston Food 
Bank (GBFB) especially 
hard this year, with food 
insecurity projected to in-
crease 66 percent in east-
ern Massachusetts so that 
one in eight people are ex-
pected to experience hun-

ger this year. In response 
to this increased need, 
GBFB’s distribution has 
surged, increasing nearly 
65 percent since March.

The three companies 
donated 15,000 pounds of 
food – equating to 12,500 
meals  – to The Great-
er Boston Food Bank 
through a partnership with 
Feeding America.

Representatives from 
each of the organizations 
held a virtual gathering to 

celebrate the donation to 
The Greater Boston Food 
Bank this past Friday. As 
part of this partnership, 
Walmart, Bimbo Bakeries 
USA and Tyson Foods do-
nated 5,000 pounds of 
bread and 10,000 pounds 
of protein  that will be 
given to individuals and 
families over the coming 
weeks.

“The holiday season 
can be an especially diffi-
cult time for families ex-

periencing food insecuri-
ty, said Cheryl Schondek, 
Senior Vice President 
of Food Acquisition and 
Supply Chain. “This year 
has been extra difficult 
for so many. Our partner 
agency food pantries re-
port serving over 90-per-
cent more people since 
the beginning of the pan-
demic – many who never 
thought they’d be in this 
situation. We cannot thank 
our corporate partners 

enough for this generous 
donation during these try-
ing times.”

Since the beginning of 
the pandemic in March, 
GBFB has experienced 
the eight largest distribu-
tion months in its 40-year 
history, a total of nearly 
77 million pounds of food 
distributed in only eight 
months. This unprece-
dented distribution is the 
equivalent of 64 million 
meals delivered to our 

neighbors in need that re-
side in nine counties and 
190 cities and towns of 
Eastern Massachusetts.

Through its partner-
ships and individual do-
nations, Feeding Ameri-
ca – the largest domestic 
hunger relief organization 
in the United States – pro-
vides food to millions of 
Americans through a net-
work of 200 member food 
banks and 60,000 partner 
agencies.

Walmart, Bimbo Bakeries USA, Tyson Foods partner with Feeding America give back to local communities
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Send us Your News
The Everett Independent encourages residents to submit birth and engagement announcements, news releases, business briefs, honor 

rolls, social news, sports stories, and photographs for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Citizens Bank 
Building, Revere, MA 02151. Items can also be faxed to 781-485-1403. The Independent also encourages readers to  e-mail news releases to 
editor@everettindependent.com.

The Everett Independent assumes no financial responsibility for typographical errors in advertisements, but will reprint that part of 
the advertisement in which the  error occurs. Advertisers will please  notify the management immediately of any errors that may occur.

THINK OF IT AS 
AN OWNER’S MANUAL

FOR YOUR MONEY.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. In print and online at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s 
the everyday guide to protecting your hard-earned money. For your free copy, order 
online at ConsumerAction.gov; send your name and address to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009; or call toll-free 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

Being a smart shopper just got easier. 

ELECTRICIANAVON CONTRACTING LANDSCAPING

ROOFING

REAL ESTATE

MOVING

JUNK REMOVAL

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

3 col. x 1 inch
$15/wk

Ray’s Landscaping
Mowing • Edging • Weeding

Bushes, Shrubs
Cleaning: Trash & Leaves

New Lawn, Patio, Concrete 
Brick Work

Ray: 781-526-1181
Free Estimates

“We Get The Job Done The First Time On Time”

• Shingle and Rubber Roofs
• All Types of Siding • Gutters
• Window Replacement • Decks

• Flashing • And More...
Phone: 617-650-2246

USRemodelingBos@gmail.com

USA Roofing 
& Remodeling

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

BUY OR SELL AVON
COMPRE o VENDA AVON

Maria Valles
617-763-8592

www.youravon.com/valles

Everett'Everett's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

PAINTING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

Our Parish Staff:  Father 
Joseph Chacha Marwa, 
S.M.A. Administrator; 

Father Ernest Egbedike, 
S.M.A. Parochial Vicar;

Secretary Barbara Can-
non

Weekly Mass Schedule 
at Immaculate Conception 
is as follows:

Saturday (Sunday Vig-
il) 4:00 p.m., Sunday 7:00 
a.m., 9:00 a.m. (Family 
Mass), 11:00 a.m., and 
5:30 p.m.

12:15 p.m.  Spanish 
Community

4:00 p.m. Haitian Com-
munity

Masses are being held in 
the Chapel.

Eucharistic Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament:   
Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament is held every 
Thursday from 7:45 a.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  

Each Thursdays’ adoration 
will conclude the Benedic-
tion of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament at 6:30 p.m.   
All are invited to  spend 
a few moments with Our 
Blessed Lord 

Bring a Book-Buy a 
Book -  We have a new 
Fundraiser Program in the 
back of the Church.  It’s 
called Bring a Book-Buy 
a Book.  All books are a 
dollar and any money col-
lected will go towards our 
Stain Glass Fund.  Brink a 
Book and Buy a Book and 
make a donation. Our se-
lections are great and var-
ied. Please stop by the ta-
ble and see what we have.  
Thank you

Immaculate Conception
Parish
489 Broadway
Everett, Mass 02149
Phone 617-389-5660

Immaculate Conception Parish
News and Notes

Senior Pastor Bishop 
Robert G. Brown will be 
hosting Virtual Masses to 
bring the people togeth-
er, spiritually while they 
can’t physically. Their 
virtual sanctuaries can be 
accessed via their face-

book page, “Zion Church 
Ministries.” 

For more information, 
they can be reached on-
line at zionchurchminis-
tries.com or via email at 
office@zionchurchminis-
tries.com

Zion Church - Everett
News and Notes

CHURCH News

Glendale United Methodist Church
News and Notes

Glendale United Meth-
odist Church is open to all 
and we welcome people of 
all faiths, race, nationalities 
and sexual preference. No 
one is ever turned away. If 
you are looking for a new 
home church, we would 
like you to check us out and 
let us know what we can do 
to make church a better fit 
in your life.

Bible Study: Consider 
joining us for Bible study 
on Sunday. We meet in 
the Church Parlor off the 
Chapel from 9:30 to 10:00 
a.m.

Sponsor the bulletin! For 
a $5 donation, you can ded-
icate the Sunday bulletin to 
recognize family, friends, 
or special occasions. There 
is a sign-up sheet in the 
Pastor’s study. Feel free 
to choose your particu-
lar week and leave a copy 
of your dedication in the 
mail in that is on the Pas-
tor’s door. Please contact 
the Pastor if you have any 
questions.

Boy Scout Troop 814: 
Meet in Cooper Hall on 
Tuesday evenings from 6-9 
p.m. Cub Pack 11 meets on 
Saturday mornings.

NA Meetings – Mon. 

Bring Your Own Book 7:30 
– 9:30 p.m.; Thurs. I Can’t 
But We Can, 8:00 7:30 – 
9:30 p.m.

AA Meeting – Saturday 
evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Other times by appoint-
ment.

Bread of Life Donations 
– This outreach is being 
done to honor the Unit-
ed Methodist Women’s 
Group, who for so many 
years were our outreach 
source. Please bring any 
food item(s) to church and 
place in the box located on 
the altar.

We are on the Internet 
http://www.glen-

daleumc-everett.org 
Glendale United 

Methodist Church
Pastor David Jackson 

392 Ferry Street (across 
from Glendale Towers) 
Please enter the church 
by the driveway on 

Walnut Street
617-387-2916 

PastorDavidJack-
son58@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
Saturdays 10 AM to 2 PM. 

Other times by 
appointment.

Grace Anglican Episco-
pal Church is open and wel-
coming to all.

There are 3 services on 
Sundays: 10am English, 
1pm South Sudanese (Din-
ka) and 3pm Haitian Cre-
ole. 

Come all and let us walk 
together in this season of 

hope, renewal and new be-
ginnings. 

Grace Anglican 
Episcopal Church
67 Norwood Street, 

Everett, MA
Church Phone 

617-387-7526 or 
617-389-5765

Grace Anglican Episcopal Church
News and Notes

Mystic Side Congrega-
tional Church is located 
in Everett, on Malden-Ev-
erett border, at 422 Main 
Street. We offer a warm, 
inviting atmosphere, and 
all are welcome.  Our Sun-
day Church service starts 
at 10:30 a.m. and Commu-
nion is offered on the first 
Sunday of each month.   A 
very pleasant coffee hour 

and socializing follow our 
services.   Parking is avail-
able in our lot next to the 
church on Wyllis Ave. (one 
way off Main Street).   We 
look forward to welcoming 
you this Sunday.

Mystic Side 
Congregational Church

422 Main Street
Everett, MA

Mystic Side Congregational Church
News and Notes

Glendale Christian Lighthouse Church
News and Notes

Sunday 10:30 AM Wor-
ship service.  

Wednesday hour of 
Power, worship, prayer 
and Bible Study, via 
Zoom. 

“Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human mas-
ters,” Colossians 3:23

“In Pursuit of Spiritual 
Excellence”

Righteousness, Godli-

ness, Faith, Love, Truth
GLENDALE 
CHRISTIAN 

LIGHTHOUSE 
CHURCH 

701 BROADWAY
EVERETT, 

MASSACHUSETTS 
02149

617-387-7458
Rev. Larry Russi, Sr. 

Pastor
pastorlarry@

thelighthousechurch701.netChurch at the Well Ev-
erett is a new church for 
Everett that will begin 
meeting in 2021. Check 
us out on Facebook at 
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
churchforeverett to view 
weekly devotions and up-
dates, visit us at www.for-

everett.church to sign up 
for our newsletter and see 
how we can help you, or 
connect with the Everett 
Community Aid Network 
at www.everettcan.com 
to request any additional 
help.

Church at the Well Everett
News and Notes

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

HELP 

WANTED

DRIVERS WANTED-DEPENDABLE 
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Busy Revere Based transportation 
company. All shifts available, 
transporting passengers,
Our cars/our gas/our clients, call 
Ricky 781-913-6613 or 781-284-1000 
office (leave name and #)
Local geographical knowledge and 
good driving record a must.
--------------

ROOM FOR RENT
Winthrop
Extra small room in quiet home
Fully furnished, 50-inch TV w/ inter-
net. Off street parking, near bus line
Kitchen and yard access
Available now
Call Carl
781-426-5454
$800/month + heat

ROOM

FOR RENT

A new  national sur-
vey  commissioned by the 
American Hotel & Lodging 
Association (AHLA) shows 
that many Americans are 
not expected to travel this 
holiday seasons. Results 
show that 72 percent of 
Americans are unlikely to 
travel for Thanksgiving and 
69 percent are unlikely to 
travel for Christmas, com-
pounding the challenges for 
the hotel industry during 
this public health crisis.

Business travel has been 
even more impacted. Only 
8 percent of Americans say 
they have taken an over-
night business trip since 
March, and just 19 percent 
of respondents who are cur-
rently employed—or 8 per-
cent of all adults—expect 
to travel for business within 
the next six months. Six-
ty-two percent (62 percent) 
of employed Americans 
have no plans to stay in a 
hotel for business.

The survey of 2,200 
adults was conducted No-
vember 2-4, 2020 by Morn-
ing Consult on behalf of 
AHLA. Key findings of the 
survey include the follow-
ing:

• Only three in 10 (32 
percent) respondents have 
taken an overnight vacation 
or leisure trip since March

• 21 percent of Ameri-
cans say they are likely to 
travel for Thanksgiving, 24 
percent are likely to travel 
for Christmas

• Looking ahead to next 
year, 24 percent are likely to 
travel for spring break 

• 44 percent say their 
next hotel stay for vacation 
or leisure travel will be a 
year or more from now or 
they have no plans to stay in 
a hotel

“This holiday season 
will be an especially diffi-
cult time for all Americans, 
and our industry is no ex-
ception”  said Chip Rogers, 
president and CEO of the 
American Hotel & Lodging 
Association. “Fewer people 

will be traveling, and busi-
ness travel remains nearly 
non-existent. That’s why it’s 
so important for Congress to 
pass a relief bill now. Mil-
lions of Americans are out 
of work, and thousands of 
small businesses are strug-
gling to keep their doors 
open. We cannot afford to 
wait until the next Congress 
is sworn in for relief. They 
need help now.”

“For those who are con-
sidering traveling for the 
holidays, hotels will be 
ready to welcome you. 
Through our Safe Stay  ini-
tiative, hotels have en-
hanced our already rigorous 
cleaning protocols to be 
more transparent and give 
travelers even more peace 
of mind,” said Rogers.

The hotel industry was 
the first impacted by the 
pandemic and will be one 
of the last to recover. Ho-
tel occupancy rates partial-
ly rebounded from record 
lows in April, but they have 
continued to decline since 
Labor Day. According to 
STR, nationwide hotel oc-
cupancy was 44.4 percent 
for the week ending Octo-
ber 31, compared to 62.6 
percent the same week last 
year. Occupancy in urban 
markets is just 35.6 percent, 
down from 71.8 percent one 
year ago.

As a result of the signif-
icant drop in travel, more 
than half of hotels report 
they have less than half of 
their typical, pre-crisis staff 
working full time currently. 
Without further governmen-
tal assistance, 74 percent of 
hotels said they would be 
forced into further layoffs. 
Business and group travel 
are not expected to reach 
2019 peak demand levels 
again until 2023. As a result 
of the sharp drop in travel 
demand from COVID-19, 
state and local tax revenue 
from hotel operations is 
estimated to drop by $16.8 
billion in 2020.

Seven out of 10 Americans 
unlikely to travel for Holidays
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PUBLIC FORUM 
HELD

CHELSEA - Alexander 
Train, director of Chelsea 
Housing and Community 
Development, and Sayou 
Cooper, project manag-
er, hosted a public forum 
on the Route 1 Housing 
Enhancements Program 
Monday.

The meeting was con-
ducted via a remote Zoom 
broadcast.

Cooper said at the out-
set that the meeting would 
focus on the scope of the 
Enhancement Program 
itself, the MassDOT proj-
ect, and the application 
process for funding.

“Through his program 
we strive to improve hous-
ing conditions and public 
health for Chelsea resi-
dents,” said Train. “We’re 
extremely pleased to be 
launching this program. 
The Program seeks to im-
prove properties that are 
adjacent to the Route 1 
Corridor.

Chelsea residents who 
live adjacent or parallel to 
Route 1 North and Route 1 
South, from Beacon Street 
to Carter Street (10 streets 
total including Walnut, 
Arlington, and Chestnut 
Streets), are eligible for 
funding through the En-
hancement Program. 

 The Program will be 
focused on noise installa-
tion, air quality, and inte-
rior and exterior renova-
tions.

Train said the appli-
cation process will be 
launched on Monday, Nov. 
16. The funds ($200,000 
has been allocated for the 
program) will be available 
on a first-come, first-serve 
basis.

“We see this as one of 
the first housing programs 
that targets noise and air 
pollution,” said Train. “So 
we are confident that this 
will be a model that we 
will be able to build off of 
in the future.”

Tran expects that the 
city will be able to assist 
10-15 housing units in the 
program.

“This program is only 
open to owner-occupied 
properties,” noted Train. 
“The applicant has to live 
in the property as the prin-

cipal resident.”
During the meeting, 

residents raised concerns 
about the ongoing state 
construction project (the 
replacement of the actu-
al Tobin Bridge structure 
between Fourth Street and 
Carter Street) on Route 1.

“We’ve relayed those 
concerns to the state and 
we’re working on the is-
sues that they identified,” 
said Train.

REP. RYAN 
INDUCTED INTO 
HALL OF FAME

CHELSEA - For State 
Rep. Dan Ryan and his 
family, the Boys & Girls 
Club is a multi-gener-
ational way of life, and 
the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Boston (BGCB) rec-
ognized that commitment 
in a ceremony last month 
that saw him inducted into 
one of the rare spots in 
their Hall of Fame.

Ryan’s parents attended 
what was then the Boy’s 
Club and the Girl’s Club in 
Charlestown, and he also 
attended as a kid, along 
with his sisters. Now, his 
kids also are growing up 
at the Club. Add that to 
the exposure he got to lo-
cal government while a 
youngster at the Club – an 
experience he credits with 
getting him into politics 
– and it equals a Hall of 
Fame tradition.

“It is truly a great hon-
or to be recognized by 
the Boys and Girls Club 
Community and join to 
the ranks of former ‘Club 
Kids’ who attained this ti-
tle mostly by never forget-
ting the ideals and values 
taught inside our Club-
houses for generations,” 
he said.

Josh Kraft, Nicholas 
President and CEO, Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Boston, 
said Rep. Ryan exempli-
fied the value they seek 
to teach young people in 
their Clubs in Boston and 
Chelsea.

“Danny Ryan exem-
plifies all the values that 
make Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Boston such an import-
ant part of Boston and 
Chelsea for the past 130 
years: commitment to 

community, respect and 
love for all, and thought-
ful leadership,” said Kraft. 

The Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Boston Hall of 
Fame celebrates a tradi-
tion of positive influence 
and impact across the 
communities of Boston 
and Chelsea. Inductees are 
individuals who attended 
Club and have gone on 
to make important contri-
butions in their field, are 
role models of exemplary 
service to their commu-
nity, and continue to have 
a positive impact on their 
Club. Their stories are 
very different, but all start 
out the same: with the 
life-changing programs, 
caring and attentive staff, 
and fun and safe environ-
ments provided at Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Boston.

Ryan is currently serv-
ing his third term as 
State Representative for 
Charlestown and Chelsea 
from the Second Suffolk 
District in the Massachu-
setts Legislature.   Dan 
serves as Vice-Chair of 
the House Post-Audit and 
Oversight Committee.

A Charlestown resi-
dent, he and his wife Kara 
are raising a third genera-
tion of “Club Kids.” Their 
daughters Ella and Audrey 
are both members of the 
Charlestown Club Swim 
Team. Their son, Myer, is 
a Club alumnus currently 
attending graduate school 
at Sacred Heart Universi-
ty in Fairfield, CT. Myer 
was also a swim team 
member and played bas-
ketball at the Club. Ryan 
and his two sisters, Carla 
and Marnie, grew-up at 
the Club. Carla current-
ly serves on the Charles-
town Club’s Local Advi-
sory Board. Ryan’s mom, 
Maryanne, swam for the 
Girl’s Club as a young-
ster and his dad, Carlo, a 
World War II veteran, also 
attended the Boy’s Club as 
a kid in the 1930s.

Ryan’s introduction to 
public service was a di-
rect result of his involve-
ment in the Charlestown 
Boys & Girls Club. As a 
kid, Ryan said he enjoyed 
summer camp, playing 
basketball and attend-
ing the Friendship Club. 
These experiences led him 

to become a staff member 
at the Club as an adult. As 
Teen Center Director in 
the 1990s, he chaperoned 
the annual Rocket Club 
trip to Washington, D.C., 
with then Club Director 
Jerry Steimel. A seed was 
planted. The following 
year, Ryan was living in 
Washington, D.C. while 
working as a legislative 
aide for Congressman 
Mike Capuano when the 
Rocket Club returned for 
a tour of the Capitol build-
ing. After a 14-year career 
in the Congressman’s of-
fice, Ryan won his seat at 
the Massachusetts State 
House in 2014.

CAR BREAKS SHOW 
INCREASE

EAST BOSTON - In 
what will be the last Bos-
ton Police Department’s 
crime statistics report be-
fore the end of the year, the 
recently released report 
shows larceny from mo-
tor vehicles, or car breaks, 
in East Boston continue 
to skew the overall crime 
stats in the neighborhood. 

Part One Crimes, the 
more serious crimes the 
Boston Police track, are 
up 25 percent overall in 
Eastie when comparing 
Jan. 1 2020 through Nov. 
8 2020 with the same time 
period last year. 

The main culprit con-
tinues to be larceny from 
motor vehicles, which 
are up 105 percent in the 
neighborhood. 

By this time in 2019 
there were only 92 re-
ported car breaks but that 
number has increased to 
189. It seems the number 
of motor vehicle larcenies, 
an opportunistic crime that 
only takes seconds to pull 
off, is up all over Boston. 
Citywide the number has 
gone from 2,332 in 2019 
to 2,932 so far in 2020, a 
25.7 percent increase. 

“The Department obvi-
ously takes great pride in 
the fact that arrests were 
made in all three incidents, 
nevertheless, we would 
like to take this opportu-
nity to remind community 
members to employ com-
mon sense preventative 
measures to protect items 

of value when exiting 
their vehicles,” said the 
statement. “As simple as 
it may sound, protecting 
your motor vehicle from a 
break-in starts with lock-
ing the doors and closing 
windows. Simple? Yes. 
And, highly effective.”

In fact, simple steps 
can often spell the dif-
ference between your car 
being broken into and the 
would-be thief moving on 
to another, more desirable 
target. 

“More than anything 
else, thieves look for the 
easy score,” said the po-
lice. “So, don’t make it 
easy. If you have items of 
value, be it a cell phone, 
charger, money or iPad, 
take them with you when 
you exit your car. Because 
if a thief can see it, you 
can be sure he or she will 
do everything they can to 
steal it.”

As for other Part One 
Crimes in Eastie there 
have been zero report-
ed Homicides for 2020; 
Rape or Attempted Rape 
is down from nine to five; 
Robbery or Attempted 
Robbery is up from 47 to 

54; Domestic Aggravat-
ed Assault is up from 40 to 
47; Non-Domestic Aggra-
vated Assault is up from 
46 to 53; Commercial 
Burglaries are up   from 
21 to 27; Residential Bur-
glaries are up by one from 
46 to 47; other Larcenies 
are down from 162 to 158; 
and Auto Theft is up from 
38 to 38. 

So far this year there 
have been a total of 628 
Part One Crimes, up from 
the 503 reported during 
the same time period in 
2019. 

Again, police are re-
minding residents that of 
the 125 additional report-
ed Part One Crimes re-
ported so far in 2020, 97 
of those crimes have been 
traced back to motor vehi-
cle larcenies. 

As always, if you ob-
serve any unusual activity 
or observe a car theft or a 
break-in in progress, don’t 
hesitate to call 9-1-1.
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LivingLiving

Last Monday and Wednesday, violinist from our Elemen-
tary and Middle Schools Strings Program stopped by the 
MCB Complex to pick up music and have their instruments 
tuned up.  After eight months of not playing, Zoom violin 
after school class will be starting at the end of November.

ZOOM VIOLIN CLASSES BEGIN 
END OF NOVEMBER
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RESTAURANTS 
FEELING COVID 
PRESSURE

EAST BOSTON - The 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
wreaked havoc on the lo-
cal restaurant industry 
over the past eight months. 

At the beginning, 
restaurants switched to a 
delivery or take out only 
model until their dining 
rooms could reopen. That 
process was slow going 
and over the summer the 
city allowed for outdoor 
seating before cautious-
ly moving to indoor din-
ing--albeit with limited 
seating and capacity.  

With most restaurants 
already operating on 
tight margins, last week’s 
announcement by Gov. 
Charlie Baker that restau-
rants in Eastie and across 
the state would have to 
close at 9:30 p.m. was the 
last straw for restaurateurs 
like Eric Jeveli. 

Jeveli, the longtime 
owner of Jeveli’s Restau-
rant in Day Square, told 
the Boston Globe Monday 
that he plans to close the 
restaurant for the winter. 
The restaurant began its 
hiatus Tuesday. 

It seems Eastie’s old-
est Italian Restaurant that 
opened nearly a century 
ago in 1924 has become 
the latest victim of the 
pandemic and fear many 
have over indoor dining. 
Jeveli’s did not provide 
outdoor seating during the 
summer months--a move 
many restaurants did in 
Eastie to stay above water. 

Jeveli told the Globe 
this week that the newest 
restrictions will make it 
nearly impossible to keep 
his restaurant afloat during 
the winter. 

“We tried. There’s not 
enough customers to stay 
open right now,” Jeveli 
told the Globe Monday. 
“It’s the whole COVID 
thing right now. I think ev-
eryone’s paranoid to come 
out.”

Jeveli’s has historically 
catered to an older crowd 
during the day and a live-
ly bar scene at the restau-
rant’s Terminal J Lounge 
at night. 

With senior citizens 
staying away due to fears 
of contracting COVID, 
a disease that is far more 
deadly to seniors, coupled 
with the inability to stay 
open past 9:30 p.m. for the 
late night bar crowd was 
the proverbial straw that 
broke the camel’s back. 

“Senior citizens — 
they’re not going out,” 
he said, adding. “I have a 
few employees concerned 
about being so close to 
people all the time. I feel 
bad for my employees, 
most have been here for-
ever. But it’s COVID, 
COVID, COVID.”

In 1924, Jeveli’s grand-
father Pasquale opened 
Jeveli’s.   At the time it 
only seated about 30 peo-
ple but the restaurant was 
a success.

In 1943, after Pasquale 
passed away, his son Ar-
mand took over the restau-
rant and after his death in 
1957 Jeveli’s father Ted 
became the owner of the 
family business. 

It was under Ted that 
the restaurant began to ex-
pand with the addition of 
the   “The Mediterranean 
Room” that added 120 
seats to the restaurant. In 
1982, Ted would build an-
other dining room simply 
called the “New Room” 
which would add 75 more 
seats to Jeveli’s.

In 1987, Ted retired and 
Eric Jeveli took over day 
to day management of the 
restaurant.

Jeveli’s most memo-
rable achievement was 
when he had the honor 
and pleasure of personal-

ly cooking for President 
Clinton and over 70 of his 
staff in 1997. 

After the President’s 
visit, Jeveli transformed 
the “New Room” into the 
“Presidential Room.”

YMCA RECEIVES 
FUNDS FOR FOOD 
PROGRAM

LYNN - As part of the 
fourth round of the new 
$36 million Food Secu-
rity Infrastructure Grant 
Program from Governor 
Baker, the Lynn YMCA 
of Metro North has been 
awarded $130,000 to en-
sure that individuals and 
families have equitable ac-
cess to healthy, local food. 
This round of the grant 
includes 47 awards total-
ing nearly $6 million to 
fund critical investments 
in technology, equipment, 
capacity, and other assis-
tance that will help local 
food producers, especially 
with distribution in food 
insecure communities. 

The funding will enable 
the YMCA of Metro North 
to purchase a refrigerat-
ed van to deliver meals, 
distribute food donations 
and service supplies, ob-
tain equipment to increase 
capacity at several Y loca-
tions, and create cafeteria 
space to serve food at the 
Lynn YMCA.

“Food insecurity was 
on the rise before the 
pandemic hit. More part-
nership and funding for 
nutrition programs are 
vital as families contin-
ue to struggle in the long 
road to recovery ahead,” 
says Andrea Baez, Senior 
Branch Executive of the 
Lynn YMCA. “The Lynn 
Delegation has been a 
crucial ally in helping us 
expand our food distribu-
tion efforts, especially to 
children who need a safe 
place to find a meal when 
they are not in school.”

“These funds will en-
sure that the Lynn YMCA 
has the necessary infra-
structure to distribute food 
and help keep the commu-
nity healthy throughout 
the pandemic,” said Sen-
ator Brendan Crighton. 
“Right now it is more im-
portant than ever to work 
together to ensure that 
individuals and families 
across the Commonwealth 
have equitable access to 
nutritious meals.”

“I would like to com-
mend the Lynn YMCA 
and staff for their commit-
ment to the people of the 
greater Lynn area,” said 
Representative Dan Ca-
hill. “Their efforts of help-
ing those who need it the 
most in this difficult time 
will keep children and se-
niors from going hungry.” 

“This grant will go a 
long way in helping ad-
dress food insecurity 
among our communities’ 
most vulnerable,” said 
Representative Pete Ca-
pano.

“Too many people in 
Massachusetts are strug-
gling to make ends meet, 
and the pandemic has 
made those challenges 
much worse. I’m grateful 
to see the Lynn YMCA re-
ceive these critical funds 
to fight hunger locally as 
we continue to fight the 
pandemic into the winter. 
Too many children and 
families are going hungry, 
and that is unacceptable 
in a state like ours. These 
funds will go a long way 
to help people in Greater 
Lynn feed themselves and 
their families,” said Rep-
resentative Lori Ehrlich.

“This grant of $130,000 
couldn’t have gone to a 
better organized then the 
Lynn YMCA,” said Rep-
resentative Wong. “The 
grant will help the Lynn 
YMCA to distribute more 
food to more people in 

our community. With 
COVID-19 and the winter 
coming, our community 
welcomes this grant. This 
is just one example of the 
State working hand in 
hand with local commu-
nities.”

Applicants were eval-
uated based on equity, 
economic impact and 
need, sustainability and 
scalability of efforts, and 
ability to support producer 
readiness to accept SNAP 
and HIP benefits. Groups 
that were eligible includ-
ed organizations that were 
part of the Massachusetts 
local food system, in-
cluding production, pro-
cessing and distribution, 
emergency food distribu-
tion networks, Buy Lo-
cal, community and food 
organizations, school 
meal programming, ur-
ban farms and community 
gardens, non-profits, and 
organizations that pro-
vide business planning, 
technical assistance and 
information technology 
services.

The Request for Re-
sponses for applications 
closed on September 15, 
2020 but applications that 
were submitted before the 
proposal deadline will 
be considered for future 
rounds of funding.

COUNCIL    
HONORS VINCENT

REVERE - It would 
be an all-time testimonial 
dinner, a capacity-crowd 
tribute to her many years 
of service to Revere resi-
dents on Beacon Hill, the 
last six-and-half years as 
state representative for 
Revere, Chelsea, and Sau-
gus.

RoseLee Vincent is 
retiring from her elect-
ed position in the House 
of Representatives after 
working as the chief of 
staff for the late former 
Mayor and State Rep. 
William Reinstein and 
his daughter, Kathi Ann 
Reinstein, who succeeded 
her father in the position. 
Councillor-at-Large Jessi-
ca Giannino, whom Vin-
cent endorsed, was elected 
to the seat on Nov. 3.

With coronavirus cas-
es surging, Revere’s cit-
izenry will not be able to 

salute Vincent at a large-
scale public gathering at 
this time.

Last week, the City 
Council voted unanimous-
ly to present a Certificate 
of Commendation to Vin-
cent on the occasion of 
her retirement. Council-
lors praised Vincent, one 
of the city’s most well-
known and admired res-
idents, while others said 
they will save their fare-
well remarks for the pop-
ular legislator when the 
presentation is officially 
made to her.

We can count on a pro-
longed standing ovation 
for Rep. RoseLee Vincent 
when that historic moment 
arrives inside the Council 
Chambers and broadcast 
live on Revere TV.

SCHOOL 
OFFICIALS REVIEW 
FINANCIALS

REVERE - At the last 
Revere Public School 
Committees Ways and 
Means subcommittee 
meeting members dis-
cussed the first quar-
ter financial report that 
includes the first three 
months of the current fis-
cal year. 

According to the report 
presented by RPS Chief 
Financial Officer Matthew 
Kruse, Revere has an op-
erating budget of over $94 
million with $25 million 
expended so far for the 
current fiscal year. 

With an available bal-
ance of $68.8 million 
Kruse said things are 
looking pretty good for 
FY2021. 

“The most useful part 
of this report is to look and 
see if anything has already 
entered into a deficit or 
are they all tracking with 
surplus balances,” said 
Kruse. “When you look 
through the detailed pag-
es and line items there is 
only one red line item that 
stands out.”

Kruse said the sole red 
line item was due to early 
retirement incentives RPS 
gave to staff that were 
nearing retirement. RPS 
offered early retirement 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and a number of 
staff took advantage of the 
offer. 

“This resulted in a 
$37,000 deficit but it is not 
a big one,” said Kruse. 

Going forward, Kruse 
said , RPS will look at any 
surplus in other areas that 
can flow to help cover the 
deficit in the retirement 
accounts. 

In other areas RPS has 
spent $697,666 for admin-
istrative costs out of a $2.6 
million budget. 

Instructional services 
totaled $6.75 million in 
the first quarter of FY2021 
out of a budget of $57.4 
million and other student 
services have cost $3.94 
million so far from a bud-
get of around $10 million. 

Operation of plant and 
maintenance has cost RPS 
$3.68 million in the first 
three months of FY2021 
out of a budget of $9.2 
million. 

Employee benefits 
and insurance has totaled 
$168,441 so far out of a 
budget of $751,500 for the 
fiscal year. 

Civic activities and 
community service have 
cost the schools $15,692 
out of a budget of $39,783 
over the first three months 
of the fiscal year. 

There’s a $832,294 
budget for school im-
provements but none of 
that money has been spent 
thus far for FY2021. 

Revere has spent $10 
million through programs 
with other schools out of 
a budget of $13.1 million. 

RPS is also expected to 
receive two grants due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
that can be used to help 
any foreseeable deficits 
as Revere moves into the 
second quarter of FY2021. 
One grant will be $1.6 
million and the other will 
be for $2 million. The $2 
million grant would need 
to be spent by the end of 
December according to 
RPS Superintendent Di-
anne Kelly. 

Kruse said there will 
also be a “Carry Forward” 
allocation of roughly 
$7.92 million left over 
from FY2020. This mon-
ey will be added to the 
budget during the second 
quarter of FY2021. Kruse 
said RPS is on target to 
release a report on where 
the money will be allocat-

ed at a School Committee 
meeting in November. 

NEW DOG PARK 
PLANNED

WINTHROP - While 
COVID was at the fore-
front of everyone’s minds 
at last week’s meeting of 
Town Council, councilors 
also discussed a number 
of other issues impacting 
the community, including 
a new dog park, the Cen-
ter Business District proj-
ect, and new tennis courts.

Election Day
A member of the public 

wrote in to thank the town 
clerk’s office for realizing 
a flawless election on Nov. 
3. Council President Phil 
Boncore publicly thanked 
Town Clerk Joanne DeM-
ato.

“She was short-handed, 
but her staff did a fantastic 
job,” he said. “Winthrop 
had its results by 11pm on 
election day, even while 
the rest of the country 
waited days.”

Dog Park
Winthrop is about to get 

a much needed dog park, 
with help from the Win-
throp Foundation. The 
Dog Park Finance Com-
mittee has been looking 
at potential sites for years, 
and finally settled on a site 
on Veterans Road. The 
cost to build the park will 
be $125,000, of which 
the Winthrop Foundation 
is contributing $100,000. 
This means the town only 
has to come up with the 
remaining $25,000. Coun-
cil voted unanimously to 
approve the funding.

Center Business Dis-
trict

Work continues on the 
Center Business District 
(CBD) project. Currently 
the project is on schedule 
and is expected to wrap 
up for the 2020 season on 
Dec. 15. The water and 
sewer mains have been 
installed, and drainage 
is now being complet-
ed. Starting in the spring, 
surface-level changes like 
sidewalks will be final-
ized. Department of Pub-
lic Works Director Steve 
Calla said he hopes the 
project will be fully fin-
ished by the end of 2021.

Region //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
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The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER
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Helping Seniors  
Stay Healthy.

$0 copays and $0 premiums!

Dental care at no cost to you Nurse Care Manager to 
coordinate your care

$300 towards eyeglass frames Up to $440 a year for  
health-related items

YMCA membership or $40 per  
month for gym membership

Transportation to and from 
your doctor appointments*

Join today! Call 1-888-566-3526 (TTY 711).
www.seniorwholehealthMA.com

We speak your language

SALUTE TO 
VETERANS

The Veterans pictured on these 
pages have a special place in our 
community and deserve a special 

salute and thank you from the resi-
dents this Veterans Day! 

ARTHUR W. FOSHEY 
u.s. navy | 23 Years of Service

WWII  | KOREAN WAR  | VIETNAM WAR

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
is pleased to announce that 
the Jacob Scharf Park, also 
known as Florence Street 
Park, will be undergoing 
its second phase of major 
renovations. 

The final design is cur-
rently underway and the 
project is estimated to take 
9-12-months. 

“I’m looking forward to 
the second phase of renova-
tions to begin,” said Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria. “The first 
phase of this renovation 
was truly fantastic and I 
am excited for the Everett 
community to be able to 
enjoy the park fully when 
the final phase is complete. 
It will remain my goal as 
Mayor to continue to im-
prove our infrastructure 
with parks being a major 
component of that’>

This phase will include 
the reconstruction of the 
ball field, the community 
garden, and the retaining 
wall. Additionally, new 
synthetic turf will also be 
installed along with new 
lighting features. During 

this time, the fields north 
of the basketball courts and 
the community gardens 
will be restricted to the 
public due to construction 
activities.

The first phase of this 
renovation was focused on 
the reconstruction of lower 
Florence Street Park and 

was completed in the Fall 
of 2018. These improve-
ments have provided the 
community with updated 
features in the park that 
consist of a reconstruction 
of the basketball courts, 
splash pad, and playing 
structures. 

The Mayor is eager for 
the final phase of the ren-

ovation to begin and has 
been supportive of funding 
park improvement proj-
ects. The City of Everett 
has been working diligent-
ly throughout this process 
to ensure that the improve-
ments at Florence Street 
Park will help create a spe-
cial place for the communi-
ty to gather.

Florence Street Park renovation ready for second phase

Jacob Scharf Park, also known as Florence Street Park, will be undergoing its second 
phase of major renovations.

For the first time, Bos-
ton Ballet will bring Mik-
ko Nissinen’s  “The Nut-
cracker”  to homes across 
New England through a 
broadcast partnership with 
NBC10 Boston. The be-
loved holiday ballet will be 
broadcasted as a one-hour 
special excerpted from the 
2019 production, with fea-
tured narration by Hoda 
Kotb (“Today”) and Colton 
Bradford (NBC10 Boston’s 
“The Hub”) as Drosselmei-
er. The broadcast also fea-
tures local talent, NBC10 
Boston’s JC Monahan and 
Telemundo’s Grace Gómez 
and Miguel García.  “The 
Nutcracker”  will air on 
NBC10 Boston starting 

Saturday, Nov. 28, at 7 
p.m., with encore airings 
and on-demand viewing 
opportunities on NBC10 
Boston, NECN and Span-
ish-language Telemundo. It 
will also be available free 
of charge on  bostonballet.
org for a limited time.

Nissinen’s  “The Nut-
cracker”  is “an immedi-
ate plunge into theatrical 
splendor that seems to fol-
low audiences right out the 
door at the ballet’s end.” 
(Karen Campbell,  The 
Boston Globe) This ver-
sion of the classic tale, cre-
ated for Boston Ballet in 
2012, is one of the largest 
builds the Company has 
ever done, engaging crafts-

people from across the 
United States. Acclaimed, 
award winning scenic and 
costume designer Robert 
Perdziola illustrated more 
than 40 sketches that were 
transformed into the pro-
duction’s larger-than-life 
sets that range from calm, 
subtle colors in the Act I 
party scene to vibrant col-
ors in Act II’s Nutcracker 
Kingdom. The production 
also incorporated more 
than 350 beautifully intri-
cate costumes, designed 
by Perdziola. Lighting 
design is by renowned 
Finnish designer Mikki 
Kunttu. The Boston Bal-
let Orchestra, the second 
largest musical organiza-

tion in New England, led 
by Boston Ballet Music 
Director Mischa Santora, 
performs Tchaikovsky’s 
renowned score. Mikko 
Nissinen’s “The Nutcrack-
er”  is sponsored by Pri-
mark. Additional support is 
provided by Hood Eggnog 
and PNC Bank.

When to watch:
•Saturday, November 28 

at 7 pm on NBC10 Boston 
•Sunday, November 29 

at 7 pm on NECN 
•Saturday, December 5 

at 11 am on Telemundo 
•Friday, December 25 at 

5 pm on Telemundo 
•Friday, December 25 at 

7 pm on NBC10 Boston

Boston Ballet’s ‘The Nutcracker’ to air on NBC10 Boston
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