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Protecting our community.

Keeping you informed.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR RESIDENTS

C 0V| BE 19

Special to the Independent

As we face the public
health crisis of COVID-19,
know that Massachusetts is
prepared. Our public health
departments,  world-class
healthcare providers and

TAKING STEPS TO STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19

EBNHC taking the necessary steps to protect our community

institutions are experts in
emergency  preparedness
and are trained for the pos-
sible emergence of diseases
like this.

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center
(EBNHC) is working with

local and national public
health officials to ensure
the safety of our staff, pa-
tients, and members of the
communities we serve. In-
formation is changing rap-
idly. To help protect you,
EBNHC is partnering with

Independent ~ Newspaper
Group and other media to
share important informa-
tion regularly. This content
also appears at ebnhc.org/
COVID19 and on our social
media channels.

If you are an EBNHC

patient and have fever and
flu-like symptoms or have
had a possible COVID-19
exposure, do not come to
the health center. Instead,
call the health center at 617-
569-5800 for phone screen-
ing. If appropriate, you will

be given instructions on
how to get tested.

If you are not an EBN-
HC patient and are possibly
sick from COVID-19, call
your primary care provider.

See EBNHC Page 7

CITY OFFICIALS AND RESIDENTS COPING WITH THE COVID-19 VIRUS
DeMaria said decision to close
everything early was
a risk he would take again

DeMaria plans
virtual City Hall
meeting this
Thursday

Staff Report

Mayor Carlo DeMaria
announced Tuesday the
City of Everett will hold a
virtual City Hall meeting
on Thursday, March 26, at
2 pm.

The mayor has invited
all department heads, elect-
ed and appointed officials
to join him as his adminis-
tration will give an update
on the coronavirus and the
city’s response.

“As we all experience the
unprecedented disruptions
in our lives from the coro-
navirus, it is my top prior-
ity to provide information
and to connect residents of
Everett with all the neces-
sary local, state, and feder-
al resources to assist them
in getting through this dif-
ficult period.” said Mayor
DeMaria.

The meeting will be
broadcasted on  multi-
ple media platforms via

See MEETING Page 6
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Irene Cardillo (left), managing director of the Everett Grace Food Director, and Richie
DelRossi, executive director and founder.

Grace Food Pantry is answering the call
for residents during crisis

By Cary Shuman

The Everett Grace Food
Pantry, led by managing
director Irene Cardillo, has
been distributing food to
residents in need in the city
for the past five years.

Since the onset of the
coronavirus crisis Cardillo
and her group of volun-

teers — whose headquarters
are based at 50 Church St.,
adjacent to the First Baptist
Church - have been seeing
an increased demand for
the Pantry’s services that
include food deliveries to
senior housing complexes
in Everett.

On Monday, the Pantry
was giving out large bags

of vegetables, individual
carrot cakes, and other food
items.

“Paul W. Marks [an Ev-
erett-based specialty food
service distributor] not only
gave us the carrot cakes but
milk and cream for our cli-
ents,” said Cardillo.

See GRACE Page 5

City Nurse helps to monitor
positive cases, their contacts
and closed businesses

By Seth Daniel

With  three  positive
COVID-19 cases in Everett
now, the job of City Public
Health Nurse Sabrina Firi-
cano has radically changed
in the last 12 days.

From helping to close
businesses that provide
health services to monitor-
ing the patients that have
tested positive for the virus,
the job has ramped up fast.

Firicano confirmed that
the Department of Public
Health (DPH) reported one
positive case last Friday,
and then two more of them
on Monday from weekend
testing. Cases that test posi-
tive are shared with patients
directly, and then also with
the Firicano, whose job it
is to monitor the patients
as they work their way
through the sickness.

It’s much like she has
done for many years with
those testing for tuber-
culosis. However, what

used to be home visits for
things like that have turned
to remote monitoring for
COVID-19.

“It’s all remote,” she said.
“We do not go to the home.
We are calling or contacting
them and all of the contacts
they had — particularly in
their household — on a daily
basis and monitoring them.
Patients are able to take a
picture of the thermometer
to log any fevers and send
it to me. We also monitor
their symptoms. We would
also monitor everyone else
in the home and if they also
begin to have symptoms,
we could prioritize them for
testing because they are in
the same home as someone
that tested positive.”

In addition to monitor-
ing them, Firicano said she
looks out for their safety
by making sure if they get
worse, medical attention at
a hospital is secured. She

See NURSE Page 4

Give ‘em a Hand: Short Path
Distillery switches gears
to make sanitizer

By Seth Daniel

When life gives you al-
cohol, then make hand san-
itizer.

That has been the theme
at Short Path Distillery
where the alcohol distilling
company in the Fermenta-

tion District hit a wall with
the COVID-19 response,
but has reconfigured itself
this week to make hand
sanitizer in addition to sell-
ing to-go bottles of its pop-
ular hand-crafted spirits.

See DISTILLERY Page 6

hort Path Co-Founder Zachary Robinson in the Everett
distillery’s manufacturing floor during a photo in 2016
shortly after they opened to the public. The popular distill-
ery hit a wall businesswise with the COVID-19 response,
but has re-tooled to manufacture hand sanitizer to help
balance the business.

By Seth Daniel

Looking at information
from Italy, and feeling the
pressure locally, Mayor
Carlo DeMaria said this
week he is glad that he and
his administration made

the quick decision to close
down City operations and
the Everett Public Schools
on March 12 — long before
others were resolved to the
seriousness of the pandem-
ic.

See DECISION Page 7

CHA Everett preparing
for a surge, grateful
for community support

By Seth Daniel

The area’s only large
hospital, CHA Everett (for-
merly the Whidden Hospi-
tal), is preparing its Emer-
gency Department and its
facility for a possible surge
in patients who have con-
tracted the COVID-19 vi-
rus, officials said this week.

Emergency Department
Chief at CHA Everett, Dr.
Melisa Lai-Becker, said
they are preparing like
many other institutions
within the CHA network,
and have appreciated the

See CHA Page 6

Dr. Melisa Lai-Becker is the
chief of the Emergency De-
partment at CHA Everett.
She said this week they

are preparing for a surge
of patients, with the hope
that all the measures taken
in the last two weeks will
spare the area of a major
outbreak.
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Baker announces stay at home advisory; requires all non essential businesses to close

By Lauren Bennett

On Monday and Tuesday,
Governor Charlie Baker
provided updates to the pub-
lic regarding the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic.

After several states have
issued what they call “shel-
ter in place” or “stay at
home” orders, Governor
Baker directed the Depart-
ment of Public Health to is-
sue a stay at home advisory
that began Tuesday, March
24, at noon and will last un-
til Tuesday, April 7, at noon.
Residents are advised to stay
at home and avoid unneces-
sary travel and other unnec-
essary activities during the
advisory. He also said that
those over the age of 70 or
who have underlying health
conditions should especially
limit social interactions.

The order also limits gath-
erings to 10 people during
the state of emergency, a
change from the previous 25
that were allowed.

“This includes commu-
nity, civic, public, leisure,
faith-based events, and any
similar event or activity that
brings together more than
10 persons in any confined
indoor or outdoor space,’
according to a release from

the state. Gatherings of 10
or more people in an outdoor
space such as a park or ath-
letic field are not prohibited
by the order.

“The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration does not believe
Massachusetts residents can
be confined to their homes
and does not support home
confinement for  public
health reasons,” the release
states, though some people
have written to the governor
asking him to put a stricter
order in place.

Governor Baker also is-
sued an emergency order
“requiring all businesses
and organizations that do not
provide ‘COVID-19 Essen-
tial Services’ to close their
physical workplaces and
facilities to workers, cus-
tomers and the public as of
Tuesday, March 24, at noon
until Tuesday, April 7, at
noon,” the release states. A
list of designated businesses
that are allowed to remain
open can be found at mass.
gov.

A short list of those busi-
nesses includes:

*Health Care & Public
Health

e[ aw Enforcement, Pub-
lic Safety & First Respond-
ers

*Food & Agriculture

Baker files bill to address

Staff Report

On Tuesday, Gov. Char-
lie Baker filed An Act to
Further Address Challenges
Faced by Municipalities and
School Districts Resulting
from COVID-19, which
would provide adminis-
trative relief to state and
local government entities
impacted by the ongoing
COVID-19 outbreak, in-
cluding modifying local per-
mitting processes, enabling

municipalities to extend tax
and finance deadlines, and
extending deadlines for cer-
tain education requirements.

Full details on proposed
changes in the legislation
include:

*Suspending the cap on
hours and compensation for
retired employees collecting
a pension for hours worked
during the state of emer-
gency, allowing municipal-
ities to tap qualified work-
ers when their workforces

BOARD OF APPEALS
484 Broadway

Everett, Massachusetts
02149

(617) 381-7445

To Whom It May Concern:

Property Address:

83-85 Linden Street
Map/Parcel: C0-03-00109
Person Requesting:
Bonum LLC

209 Chelsea St.

Everett, MA 02149

- LEGAL NOTICE -
CITY OF EVERETT

This notice is to inform you that a public hearing will beheld on
Monday, April 6, 2020 at 7:00 PM, Everett City Hall, 3rd Floor
George Keverian Hearing Room. Al interested parties may attend
and opinions will be heard regarding the following petition.
Whereas a petition has been presented by:

*Critical Manufacturing

*Transportation

*Energy

*Water & Wastewater

*Public Works

eCommunications and In-
formation Technology

Financial Services

*Defense Industry Base

*Chemical Manufactur-
ing & Hazardous Materials

*Other Designated Com-
munity Based Essential
Function & Government
Operations

*News Media

Businesses that are not on
the official list are encour-
aged to continue their work
remotely, the governor said.
Restaurants are permitted to
continue offering food for
takeout and delivery as long
as social distancing proto-
cols are followed.

“People will not lose ac-
cess to food or medicine,”
Baker assured residents.
Additionally, he said a goal
for the state is to be testing
people for the virus “at a sig-
nificantly higher level.”

On Tuesday afternoon,
Baker announced that the
state is continuing to ramp
up testing capabilities, in-
cluding adding 10 additional
labs in combination with the
State Lab and other private
labs that have been process-

ing COVID-19 tests. As of
press time, nine people in
the Commonwealth have
died from the virus. There
are three positive cases in
Everett as of Tuesday that
have been identified and are
being tracked.

As of press time, Bak-
er said that almost 9,000
tests have been completed
in Massachusetts, up from
6,000 on Sunday.

Baker advised people
who are showing flu-like
symptoms to first contact
their healthcare provider be-
fore going anywhere.

“We need to keep people
who don’t need to be in our
hospitals and medical facili-
ties out,” he said. The state
has expanded tele-health
services to make it easier for
people to call and video chat
with healthcare providers,
as well as made it easier for
nurses who are licensed in
other states to work in Mas-
sachusetts.

As of Tuesday morning,
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Public Health (DPH)
has made 89 deliveries of
personal protection  sup-
plies, including more than
750,000 masks, face shields,
surgical masks, and pairs of
gloves from the strategic na-
tional stockpile. He also said

to-go alcohol sales, MCAS

might be disrupted.

ePermitting establish-
ments licensed to sell alco-
hol for on-premises con-
sumption to sell wine and
beer by take-out and deliv-
ery, provided that the wine
or beer is sold in the origi-
nal sealed container, is sold
in the same transaction as a
purchase of food and is not
over certain volume limita-
tions.

Modifying the local per-
mitting process during the
state of emergency by:

*Providing that no permit
is automatically granted, ap-
proved, or denied because a
local permitting authority is
unable to act within a time
period required by law.

*Providing that any per-
mit that is currently val-
id will not lapse or expire
during the state of emergen-
cy and suspends any time
limitation on such permits

during the emergency.
°Allowing  applications
for permits to be filed elec-
tronically, to eliminate the
need for in-person filing.
*Suspending any require-
ment that a hearing on a
permit application be held
within a certain period until
45 days after the end of the
state of emergency.
*Extending municipal
tax deadlines by allowing
municipalities to  waive
late-payment penalties for
4th quarter tax bills, which
are due May 1. In addition,
municipalities could change
their tax bill due date from
April 1 to June 1.
*Allowing municipalities
to extend the deadline for
property tax exemptions and
deferrals. The current statu-
tory deadline is April 1, and
this would allow municipali-
ties to extend it to June 1.
*Permitting Regional

BOARD OF APPEALS
434 Broadway

Everett, Massachusetts
02149

- LEGAL NOTICE -
CITY OF EVERETT

The applicant proposes to alter the existing six (6) family dwelling
on a 8940 sf lot located within the Dwelling District and convert it
to an eight (8) unit multi-family dwelling. The new renovation will
consist of constructing two (2) additional dwelling units within the
basement level of the structure. No exterior buildout has been
proposed. The proposed parking for 8 vehicles will be provided
on the lot. The existing six (6) family dwelling is nonconforming as
only one and two family dwellings are allowed in the Dwelling dis-
trict and the current structure exceeds the .5 FAR requirements.
The proposed alteration will further increase the nonconforming
use of the structure.

Permit was denied in accordance to the City of Everett Zoning
Ordinance as follows:

Violations:

1. Appendix A Section 3 General Requirements C: Which
states the following: “Existing non-conforming structure or uses
may be extended or altered, provided that such extension.
Alteration or change of use shall be permitted only upon the grant
of a Special Permit by the zoning board of appeals after a public
hearing and a finding by the board that such extension. Alteration
or change of use shall not be substantially more detrimental to the
neighborhood than the existing non-conforming use of structure.”
To increase the number of dwelling units from (6) to eight (8) the
applicant must seek relief in the form of a special permit for the
Everett Zoning Board of Appeals.

2. Appendix A Section 17 Off-Street Parking (0)5: which states
the following: “The design of parking lots for the parking of more
than five (5) vehicles shall be submitted to the inspector of build-
ings for review and approval an d shall be subject to the following
requirements: All parking areas s hall have an access road with

a minimum of eighteen (18) feet to allow ingress and exiting at
same time.”

The applicant's plan increases the number of parking from four (4)
to eight (8) spaces requiring an 18’ access aisle. The parking area
currently has a nonconforming access aisle to the rear parking
area with the dimension of 8.9". The nonconformity of the access
aisle will therefore be increased. The applicant must seek relief in
the form of a special permit.

3. Appendix A Section 17 Off-Street Parking (A)2: which states
the following: “Off-street parking facilities shall be provided in
accordance with the requirements as outlined below. Multifamily
dwellings 2 parking spaces per dwelling unit’

Applicant is proposing 8 parking spaces where 16 spaces are
required. The lot currently contains 4 parking spaces and is there-
fore nonconforming. The applicant must seek relief in the form of
a special permit.

Roberta Suppa - Cler

Mary Gerace - Chairman
March 18, 2020 & March 25, ZOZj

(617) 381-7445

To Whom It May Concern:
This notice is to inform you that a public hearing will be held on
Monday, April 6, 2020 at 7:00 PM, Everett City Hall, 3rd floor
George Keverian Hearing Room. All interested parties may
attend and opinions will be heard regarding the following petition.
Whereas a petition has been presented by:
Property Address:
28-30 Carlson Street
Map/Parcel: A 0-04-000166
Person Requesting:
Mr. Eduardo Matosinho
28 Carlson Street
Everett, MA 02149
To the said Board of Appeals, the owner/applicant proposes to
construct a new two (2) family on an existing 5814 sf lot that
currently has an existing two (2) family residential building that
was constructed in April 1928.
Reason for Denial:
1. The applicant proposed to (2) structures on a single lot and
therefore must seek relief in the form of a variance.
2. The current and proposed floor plans propose a floor to area
ratio (FAR) of 1.17 exceeding the maximum requirement of .5.
3. The proposed front yard is only 8'-2” +/-.
Zoning Ordinance:
Section 3 General Requirements paragraph 13 which states the
following: “...there shall be not more than one (1) structure of the
type permitted for each such lot.”
Section 4 Dwelling Districts (b) Dimensional Requirements line
2 Lot Area, C which states the following: “c. All other uses-----0.5
maximum floor area ratio”
Section 4 Dwelling Districts (b) Dimensional Requirements 4
Front Yard which sates the following:
“Twenty (20) feet minimum except where the average front yard
of at least two (2) buildings on the same side of the street and
within two hundred (200) feet of the lot are less than twenty (20)
feet, and the front yard may be equal to the average of those
buildings but not less than ten (10) feet. Porches may encroach
ten (10) feet onto the required front yard. Stairs shall be excluded
from any front yard restrictions.”
Mary Gerace
Chairman
Roberta Suppa
Clerk
Board of Appeals
March 18, 2020
March 25, 2020

that the dental community
has donated masks, gloves,
and hand sanitizer as well,
and similar outreach to other
communities like the con-
struction community have
gone out too.

Baker said that the only
things people should be go-
ing out for are groceries,
medications, and for some
fresh air, but physical dis-
tancing should be main-
tained.

The state has also an-
nounced its own text alert
system. Baker said that
while the state is not looking
to inundate people with even
more information, they felt
it was important that peo-
ple are getting information
from trusted sources, and
only one or two notifications
would be sent out per day.

The service would pro-
vide latest news and up-
dates, public health tips,
information on social and
physical distancing, person-
al hygiene, and more. To
sign up for the service, text
COVIDMA to 888-777.

“It’s a great way to stay
in touch with the Common-
wealth,” Baker said.

When asked about relief
for rent and mortgage pay-
ments, Baker said that it is
hard for the state to know

what to do without clarity
from the federal govern-
ment. He said that it is not
possible to foreclose or evict
without going to court, and
courts are currently closed.
He said they are talking
about what the state could
do on this matter, but he said
in Massachusetts, under ex-
isting state law, it takes 90
days to cure on mortgages
and 60 days on rent, and this
law will be enforced.

The Baker administration
also announced new legisla-
tion that would cut down on
some of the “bureaucratic
processes for local govern-
ments,” Baker said. (see ac-
companying article)

Lt. Governor Karyn Poli-
to said that the package in-
cludes things like giving
local governments more
flexibility on collecting tax-
es from taxpayers, working
with project proponents on
local projects and permitting
processes, and giving local
businesses who are offering
takeout and delivery ser-
vices permission to include
beer or wine in a sealed con-
tainer with meals.

“We know that we will all
do better when we work to-
gether,” Polito said.

and other local matters

School Districts to suspend
the statutorily-required vote
on the approval of their fis-
cal year 2021 budget and
allowing the Department
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education to certify an
amount sufficient for the op-
eration of the district, until a
budget can be adopted.
*Modifying the MCAS
by permitting the Board of
Elementary and Secondary
Education upon recommen-
dation of the Commissioner
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education to modify
or waive the required com-
petency determination for
high school graduation. The
Commissioner of Elementa-
ry and Secondary Education
would also be allowed to
modify or waive the MCAS
testing requirement.
*Extending a Student Op-
portunity Act deadline by
permitting the Commission-

er of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education to extend
the April 1, 2020 deadline
for each district to submit its
first 3-year plan to address
“persistent  disparities in
achievement among student
subgroups.”

ePermitting  electronic
signatures for search war-
rants and criminal com-
plaints. Allowing electronic
signatures in these situations
would result in less traffic
in courthouses and reduce
in-person encounters, while
still allowing the criminal
process to continue.

*Extending the dates by
which the MBTA must ap-
prove a preliminary budget
and submit a final budget to
better align with the Com-
monwealth’s budget pro-
cess.

Bread of Life’s Everett Food Pantry
to remain closed until further notice

Staff Report

The Bread of Life Food
Pantry in Everett will remain
closed for the time being to
protect workers, volunteers
and clients at the pantry.

Bread of Life is seeking to
maintain a balance between
keeping staff, volunteers
and patrons safe from virus
exposure, while also getting
food to our most vulnerable
neighbors. We have institut-
ed these changes:

*Everett Food Pantry -
CLOSED AS OF MARCH
13 UNTIL FURTHER NO-
TICE. Everett residents are
welcome to pick up food
from our Malden Pantry.

*Malden Food Pantry at
54 Eastern Avenue - NO
CHANGE IN SCHEDULE.
Open Wednesdays 4-6 p.m.
and Fridays 2-4 p.m. Serves
residents of Malden, Ever-
ett, Medford, Melrose, Sau-
gus, Stoneham, Wakefield,
Winchester, Reading and
North Reading. Hand san-
itizer is available in several
locations and public safety
protocol information is post-
ed. We have initiated an out-
door distribution to reduce
or eliminate the waiting line,
keep people at least 6 feet
from each other, eliminate
patrons entering our facil-
ity, and eliminate the need
for people to congregate as
they normally would in the
hallways and waiting room.
We ask people not to come
if they are experiencing any
symptoms of sickness, in-
cluding sneezing, coughing
or fever.

*Evening Meals at the
First Baptist Church, corner

of Main and Salem Streets,
Malden - TAKE-OUT
MEALS STARTING TUES-
DAY, MARCH 17. There is
no congregate dining. Pa-
trons are given a bagged
meal to-go at the door, Tues-
day - Friday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
We invite all our partner or-
ganizations and volunteers
to continue to provide food
and a limited amount of vol-
unteers to prepare and pack-
age food in the kitchen of
First Baptist Church, 3:30-7
p-m. Hot meals, sandwiches
and soups are welcome. We
have take-out containers for
any type of prepared food.

*Food donations - Bread
of Life is happy to receive
your PERISHABLE AND
NON-PERISHABLE food
donations for our food pan-
try at 54 Eastern Ave. in
Malden, Tuesday - Friday,
12 - 5 p.m. Please email
HYPERLINK  “mailto:in-
fo@breadoflifemalden.org”
\t “ _blank” info@bread-
oflifemalden.org if you will
need to arrange pick up of
your donations.

*Clothing - we are NOT
accepting clothing donations
as of March 17.

*Volunteers - we wel-
come volunteers especially
for our Malden Food Pantry,
Wednesdays noon-6 p.m.
and Fridays noon-5 p.m.

For more information,
call 781-397-0404, email
HYPERLINK  “mailto:in-
fo@breadoflifemalden.org”
\t “_blank” info@breadofli-
femalden.org, or see HY-
PERLINK “http://www.
breadoflifemalden.org”  \t
“ blank”  www.breadofli-
femalden.org.
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CORONAVIRUS IMPACT ON EVERETT AND THE COMMONWEALTH

City leaders ask Internet, cable not to
disconnect for non-payment

By Seth Daniel

City leaders have reached
out to all cable and Internet
providers this week to call
on them for a promise not
to disconnect any Everett
residents for the inability to
pay their current bills.

In an open letter from
Mayor Carlo DeMaria,
Council President Rosa
DiFlorio, State Rep. Joe
McGonagle and Sen. Sal
DiDomenico, the group
stressed the importance of
phone, internet and cable
service during this pandem-
ic. Like other utilities, they
are asking that providers of
phone, internet and cable

also not shut off service.

“We are writing to all of
you on behalf of the people
of the City of Everett:

You are the providers
of the basic infrastructure
that society has become
dependent on, its skeleton
and blood,” read the letter.
“During this crisis your
roles have become even
more crucial, vital to not
only our citizens’ comfort
and wellbeing, but to their
health and the health of our
city. All of us are going to
need you to rise to this chal-
lenge.”

The action they asked for
was to have all providers
agree to discontinue all dis-
connections for non-pay-

ment — particularly since it
provides a connection for
children to schooling and
for adults to work remotely.

“It only makes common
sense that utility companies
would consider its custom-
ers during these tying times
and continue to provide the
most basic services to all of
us,” they wrote. “These ba-
sic services would include
but are not limited inter-
net capabilities for remote
learning for our children
or transacting business for
individuals to remain em-
ployed.”

Utility providers did re-
ceive the letter and are in
communication with City
officials.

House passes legislation to support
workers effected by the public health emergency

Staff Report

Last week House Speak-
er Robert A. DeLeo and
Rep. Joseph McGonagle,
along with their colleagues
in the House of Representa-
tives, passed legislation to
waive the one-week waiting
period for workers seeking
unemployment  insurance
benefits related to, or result-
ing from, the COVID-19
pandemic or the effects of
the State of Emergency de-
clared by Governor Baker
on March 10.

“Massachusetts workers
drive our economy, and
the action we took today
will help thousands of in-
dividuals and families as
we confront the economic
effects of this public health
crisis,” said Speaker DeLeo
(D-Winthrop). “I am grate-
ful to my colleagues in the

House for their work to ad-
dressing the urgent needs
relating to the outbreak. |
am proud of the work Chair
Michlewitz did to move
this legislation so quickly.”
“I am very proud to be
a part of the Legislature
for prioritizing such a pro-
found piece of legislation,”
said McGonagle. “In these
uncertain times, we need all
of our residents to be cer-
tain that we are doing our
best to protect them, and
waiving the unemployment
waiting period is a huge
step for that. Thank you to
Speaker Deleo and Chair
Michlewitz for their leader-
ship in passing this.”
“Ensuring that workers
have immediate access to
unemployment benefits is
critical,” said Represen-
tative Aaron Michlewitz,
Co-Chair of the Joint Com-

mittee on Ways & Means
(D-Boston). “I want to
thank my colleagues in the
House and our partners in
the Senate and the Baker
administration for moving
this legislation along so
quickly so that people can
receive expedited benefits.”

On March 18, the bill
passed in the Senate, and
the Governor signed it into
law.

The following list is a
summary of House action
taken in response to the
COVID-19 public health
crisis since the State of
Emergency declaration on
March 10.

*On March 12, the House
and Senate approved a $15
million fund in response to
the coronavirus outbreak.
One March 13, the Gover-
nor signed it into law.

House Unanimously Passes Legislation
to Improve Municipal Public Health Services

On Wednesday, Feb. 27,
Rep. Joseph McGonagle,
along with his colleagues
in the House of Represen-
tatives unanimously passed
legislation to strengthen
local and regional public
health services across Mas-
sachusetts.

The legislation, An Act
Relative to Strengthening
the Local and Regional
Public Health System, sup-
ports collaboration between
local boards of health and
neighboring municipal
public health departments
to deliver high-quality and
efficient public health ser-
vices such as disease con-
trol, emergency prepared-
ness, restaurant inspection,
sanitary code enforcement,
and suicide prevention and
substance use disorder out-
reach.

“With the global virus
outbreak on our doorstep,
I’'m proud that the House
took action to help commu-
nities across the Common-

wealth protect the health
and safety of their resi-
dents,” said House Speaker
Robert A. DeLeo (D — Win-
throp). “Thank you to Vice
Chair Garlick and Repre-
sentative Kane for their
diligence and focus on this
issue.”

“This legislation is truly
beneficial to all individ-
uvals and families across
the Commonwealth,” said
McGonagle. “Our public
health officials and agen-
cies already do a fantastic
job and I am excited to see
them continue that work
with the help of this bill.
I’'m grateful to the Speak-
er, Vice-Chair Garlick and
Rep. Kane for their biparti-
san work in getting this bill
passed.”

Specifically, the legis-
lation seeks to strengthen
local public health in three
ways:

eEstablishes the State
Action for Public Health
Excellence (SAPHE) pro-

gram: A competitive grant
program that provides
funding to public health
departments to increase
sharing of services across
municipalities, strengthen
service delivery capabili-
ties, and improve system
accountability and data re-
porting.

*Ensures the local public
health workforce has access
to training: Provides boards
of health officials and staff
with free educational and
training opportunities four
times annually in regions
across the state.

*Sets new statewide pub-
lic health standards: De-
partment of Public Health
will develop a set of mini-
mum standards for founda-
tional public health services
to improve the quality of
and create uniformity with-
in the public health services
of the Commonwealth.

The bill is now in the
Senate.

State issues order to ensure continuity
of waste and recycling collection

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration on Monday
announced the issuance
of an emergency order
to ensure that intrastate
waste and recycling collec-
tion and disposal will con-
tinue uninterrupted during
the COVID-19 emergency.

Due to the essential na-
ture of these services and
anticipated impacts due to
the COVID-19 outbreak,
the Administration’s order
provides relief from state
and federal requirements
that govern the hours of
service allowed for com-
mercial vehicle operators
involved in waste and re-
cycling transportation and

collection, while maintain-
ing important safety protec-
tions and measures.

“As Massachusetts con-
tinues its comprehensive
response to the COVID-19
outbreak, it is imperative
that residents across the
Commonwealth be able to
rely on key services such
as waste and recycling col-
lection and disposal,” said
Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protec-
tion Commissioner Martin
Suuberg. “By issuing this
emergency order, we can
better protect public health
by ensuring that residents
are able to maintain proper
hygiene, cleanliness, and

social distancing in their
homes while navigating
these new and challenging
circumstances.”

The  Administration’s
action will help support
continuity of waste and re-
cycling operations by help-
ing to ensure availability of
adequate staffing resources
throughout this emergen-
cy, and is consistent with
the State of Emergency de-
clared by Governor Charlie
Baker on Tuesday, March
10.

The order will remain in
effect until April 12, 2020
unless the Administration
determines otherwise.

VISIT EVERETTINDEPENDENT.COM

Massachusetts National Guard activated
for COVID-19 response

On Thursday, March 19,
Gov. Charlie Baker activat-
ed up to 2,000 Massachu-
setts National Guard mem-
bers to assist with the State
of Emergency declared on
March 10, 2020 as the re-
gion continues to respond
to the spread of the corona-
virus.

The Massachusetts
National Guard said in a
release it is ready to as-
sist local communities

and to react to requests
for assistance through the
Massachusetts Emergen-
cy Management Agency
(MEMA). Some of these
requests could include, but
are not limited to: medical,
transportation, and logis-
tics.

“Throughout our 383
years of existence, the Mas-
sachusetts National Guard
has been faced with many
challenges, some of which

helped form our nation,”
read a statement from the
Guard. “The Massachusetts
National Guard is prepared
and committed to answer
the requests of cities and

towns in the Common-
wealth.”
More information on

the scope and nature of the
Massachusetts National
Guard’s response support
missions will be released as
the situation develops.

Courts Continue Emergency-Only Operations

The Massachusetts Trial
Courts will remain closed
to the public except for
emergency matters, after
more than a week of clo-
sure already.

Gov. Charlie Baker on
Monday issued an order
minimizing non-essential
activities outside of home
for effect on Tuesday,
March 24 at noon.

The Order confirms that
it does not apply to the Ju-
diciary.

However, as detailed in
a Supreme Judicial Court
Order and Trial Court
Standing Orders issued on
March 17, 2020, courts

continue to operate on an
emergency-only basis.
Courts are closed to the
public but are staffed to en-
able the handling of emer-
gency matters. Whenever
possible, these emergency
matters, such as restrain-
ing orders and juvenile
protection cases, are being
conducted by telephone or
videoconference.

Court leaders are coordi-
nating emergency staffing
levels and Court Officers
are ensuring public and
staff safety through a va-
riety of measures. Court
Officers are screening the
public at courthouse en-

trances to provide guidance
on emergency court matters
and assess the level of risk
posed by individuals arriv-
ing at courthouses across
the state. Courts have cre-
ated designated six-foot
distance boundaries from
any counters. Facilities are
cleaned thoroughly each
day with industrial cleaning
supplies.

All updates regarding the
court system’s response to
the COVID-19 pandemic
are available on the court’s
website: https://www.mass.
gov/guides/court-system-
response-to-covid-19.

Banks will remain open: Consumers strongly
encouraged to bank electronically

Staff Report

The Massachusetts
Bankers Association an-
nounced on Monday that
banks throughout the Com-
monwealth will remain
open while keeping their
customers and employees
safe.

According to Gov. Char-
lie Baker’s order issued
earlier today, financial in-
stitutions such as banks are
considered essential ser-
vices and will not be sub-
ject to the closure.

“While we strongly
encourage all Massachu-

setts residents to heed the
Governor’s stay at home
advisory and use online or
mobile banking, consumers
will continue to have access
to banking services during
the mandatory non-essen-
tial business closure,” said
Daniel J. Forte, MBA Pres-
ident & CEO. “The safest
place for your money right
now is in your local bank
where it is insured up to
$250,000 by the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corpo-
ration (FDIC). Many Mas-
sachusetts banks also have
excess insurance to protect
your funds.”

Consumers needing ac-
cess to banking services
should check with their
institution, as many banks
have closed branch lobbies,
reduced hours or shifted to
drive-through only at some
locations in an effort to
protect their customers and
employees. However, bank
staff are available to serve
customers and  answer
questions. In addition, ac-
cess to funds through on-
line and mobile banking,
ATMs and at Point of Sale
transactions remains avail-
able during this time.

U.S. Attorney Andrew E. Lelling issues stern
warning regarding scams and other crimes
related to the Covid-19 outbreak

The US Attorney for
Boston said on March 19
the federal government
would prosecute any and
all scams related to the
pandemic — including treat-
ment scams and investment
scams that have popped up
recently.

“As our communities
take extraordinary mea-
sures to confront the coro-
navirus outbreak, some
may view this as an oppor-
tunity to prey on the pub-
lic’s fears and anxieties.
The Department of Justice
is now focused on cyber-
crime, sale of counterfeit

goods, treatment scams and
other healthcare and invest-
ment scams arising from
the pandemic. My office
will aggressively prose-
cute anyone engaged in this
kind of activity,” said U.S.
Attorney Andrew Lelling.
“With  the outbreak
of COVID-19, scam-
mers have found a platform
that preys on people’s fears
and could make them more
likely to be victimized,”
said Joseph R. Bonavolon-
ta, Special Agent in Charge
of the FBI Boston Division.
“We want you to avoid fall-
ing prey to these scams and

help us stop them by re-
porting it at ic3.gov.”
Massachusetts residents
who believe they are vic-
tims of fraud or other crim-
inal activity related to the
pandemic should contact
the United States Attor-
ney’s Office at USAMA.
victimassistance @usdoj.
gov or call 1-888-221-
6023 and leave a message.
Members of the public can
also contact the FBI’s Inter-
net Crime Complaint Cen-
ter (IC3) by visiting www.
IC3.gov. If you or someone
you know are in immediate
danger, please call 911.

RIZE Massachusetts awards nearly $200,000
in rapid response grants for COVID-19

Massachusetts Founda-
tion, an independent non-
profit foundation working
to end the opioid epidem-
ic in Massachusetts, an-
nounced Monday that it has
awarded nearly $200,000
in rapid response grants
to support nonprofit orga-
nizations strained by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The discretionary grants
will be given to 25 existing
RIZE community partners,
including Everett.

Experts believe that
the Covid-19 pandemic
may have a greater impact
among people with opioid
use disorder (OUD), jeop-
ardizing their access to
health care, secure housing
and a stable income. As
hospitals and clinics shift
staff and resources to ad-
dress the pandemic and as
social distancing guidelines
are implemented, many of
the organizations that serve

people with OUD are ad-
versely affected as well.

RIZE community part-
ners are incurring unfore-
seen costs as they modi-
fy operations to continue
providing critical services.
For example, several part-
ners have been forced to
move operations to outside
tents in accordance with
CDC guidelines for social
distancing.

“Our community part-
ners are going through
extraordinary lengths to
support people with OUD
during this unprecedented
crisis,” said Julie Burns,
President and CEO, RIZE
Massachusetts Founda-
tion. “The grants will al-
low these organizations,
some of which are small
operations without access
to reserves, to adapt their
operations to better serve
individuals as the Covid-19
pandemic unfolds.”

RIZE is distributing
grants ranging from $2,500
to $15,000 to the following
community partners from
the area:

Statewide

*Massachusetts Organi-
zation for Addiction Re-
covery

*NECAT Culinary Arts
Training

*Prisoners
vices

Local

*City of Everett

To support RIZE’s ef-
forts to fund rapid response
as well as the community
partners providing care,
services and  resources
to people with OUD un-
der extremely challeng-
ing circumstances like the
Covid-19 pandemic or nat-
ural disasters, contributions
can be made at www.rize-
ma.org/donate.

Legal Ser-



Page 4

The Everett Independent « Wednesday, March 25, 2020

Phone: 617-387-9600 Fax: 781-485-1403

Everett

Independent

President: Stephen Quigley

Independent Forum

Editor in Chief: Cary Shuman

THANK GOODNESS
FOR DR. FAUCI

Watching the daily press briefings of the White House
Task Force on the current corona virus crisis, we know we
speak for all Americans in being thankful for the calming
and professional presence of Dr. Anthony Fauci, who has
served as the Director of the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) since 1984.

It’s hard to believe that Dr. Fauci is 79, not only because
of his energy, but also because of the spot-on answers he
has for every question from the press, which often includes
having to make sense of the typical off-base pronounce-
ments from President Donald Trump.

It is fair to say that there are few in the entire world who
has Dr. Fauci’s breadth of experience and expertise in the
realm of infectious diseases. If there is one person who is
irreplaceable in our government at this critical time, that
person is Dr. Fauci.

We know we join with all of our fellow citizens in
thanking Dr. Fauci for his many years of service to our
country and for all that he is doing today in order to help
us through these difficult times.

THANKS FOR THE
MEMORIES, TOM

For the past 20 years, there has been no public figure in
New England who has been more well-known, and more
idolized, than Tom Brady. Regardless of whether you are
a football fan, male or female, young or old, everyone
knows who Tom Brady is.

Up until this season, the thought of Tom Brady not fin-
ishing his career as a Patriot was unimaginable.

But this past week, Brady’s departure for Tampa Bay
was the emotional equivalent of a bucket of ice water in
the face. The young man who grew from a last-round draft
pick into a legend, both on and off the field, has left us with
an ache in our hearts, even for those of us who don’t know
a first down from first base.

Tom Brady never has been the most athletic person on
the gridiron, nor did he possess the strongest arm. But
what he demonstrated during his 20-year career is that
hard work, dedication, and mental toughness matter far
more than natural ability.

It is a lesson that transcends the game of football and
that constitutes the essence of what made Tom Brady the
GOAT.

In the vein of the maxim, *“ ‘Tis better to have loved and
lost, than never to have loved at all,” even though it may
take another 20 years for the Patriots to get to the Super
Bowl, the six championships that Tom Brady brought our
region will forever be inscribed in our collective memo-
ries.

Thanks for the memories, Tom.

Your opinions, please

The Everett Independent welcomes letters to the editor. Our
mailing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. Our

fax number is 781-485-1403. Letters may also be e-mailed to
editor @everettindependent.com. Letters must be signed.
We reserve the right to edit for length and content.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Everett Independent encourages residents to submit birth
and engagement announcements, news releases, business briefs,
honor rolls, social news, sports stories, and photographs for publi-
cation. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway,
Citizens Bank Building, Revere, MA 02151. Items can also be
faxed to 781-485-1403. The Independent also encourages readers
to e-mail news releases to editor @everettindependent.com.

The Everett Independent assumes no financial responsibility
for typographical errors in advertisements, but will reprint that
part of the advertisement in which the error occurs. Advertisers will please
notify the management immediately of any errors that may occur.
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RISE TO THIS

CHALLENGE

An Open Letter to
all service providers to
the people of the City of
Everett,

We are writing to all of
you on behalf of the people
of the City of Everett:

You are the providers
of the basic infrastructure
that society has become
dependent on, its skeleton
and blood. During this cri-
sis your roles have become
even more crucial, vital to
not only our citizens’ com-
fort and wellbeing, but to
their health and the health
of our city. All of us are
going to need you to rise to
this challenge.

In order to protect the
most vulnerable popula-
tion in our community, we
are calling on all cable/
internet utility companies
to suspend ALL discon-
nections for non-payment.
With this unprecedented
pandemic resulting in hun-
dreds of layoffs in our own
community creating an eco-
nomic emergency, we need
relief for our residents, and
business owners. Our com-
munity needs to be guaran-
teed that during this crisis,
people are safe and service
will continue without inter-
ruption. It is extremely im-
portant we are assured that
the people of Everett who
are facing financial burdens
do not have the added stress

LETTERS to the Editor

of losing the connection to
essential utilities like inter-
net, cable, and phone ser-
vices.

It only makes common
sense that utility companies
would consider its custom-
ers during these tying times
and continue to provide the
most basic services to all
of us. These basic services
would include but are not
limited internet capabili-
ties for remote learning for
our children or transacting
business for individuals to
remain employed.

All of our citizens in
Everett, residents and busi-
ness owners alike, deserve
a quality of life afforded to
them absent a public health
crisis.

Thank you for your
prompt attention to this
matter.

Mayor Carlo DeMaria
Sen. Sal DiDomenico
State Rep.

Joseph McGonagle
Council President
Rosa DiFlorio

JOIN IN THIS

FIGHT AS ONE

Dear Editor,

Last Wednesday after-
noon, after a positive con-
ference call with members
including Mayor DeMaria
and his administration, I
received a copy of a local
newsletter. To my abso-

lute surprise, there was a
rather powerful misquote. It
is no secret that the admin-
istration and I have found
ourselves at great odds in
recent memory. However,
this past two weeks is ab-
solutely not one of them. I
have worked closely with
the administration and the
Mayor during this great
time of uncertainty for our
City, state and country. It is
not a time for insults, egos
or pointing fingers.

In my eyes, leadership
is finding a way to step
forward and work outside
your comfort zone and
across all lines towards a
common goal. As we have
seen in many other unthink-
able moments in our histo-
ry, when one community
comes together there’s no
breaking down the walls
of protection for its peo-
ple. This time we are living
in, will be written about in
history books, and egos, in-
sults and finger pointing is
not a way we should be re-
membered. This being said,
I have been proud to work
with the DeMaria Adminis-
tration during this time and
look forward to continuing
in the weeks and months
ahead. If we leave egos
and feelings behind us, we
will absolutely stand stron-
ger and more positively for
all who call Everett home.
businesses, residents, news
media and community
Leaders should expect no

less. I plan on being a part
of the solution, not creat-
ing more of an issue. My
sleeves are rolled up and I
am in this fight 100 percent
as a team player.

I particularly believe the
School Administrators, as
well as the leadership from
City Hall, has been strong,
positive and direct to all
who call Everett home. This
is not a time to put the past
forward but rather a time to
write the future. I won’t al-
low negative comments
from anyone, especially
with my name, to stand in
the way of the unthinkable
task in front of our com-
munity. No matter if it’s a
friend or enemy, we have
no time for politics in these
days. If you seek the posi-
tion of harming our city or
causing division during one
of the greatest uncertainties
we have ever faced, I can’t
stand by and keep silent. I
ask all news outlets, res-
idents, business leaders,
spiritual leaders and com-
munity leaders from every
corner of our community to
join in this fight as one. To-
gether we can and will flat-
ten the curve of the Corona-
virus and come out of this
time stronger then we went
in as a community.

The time is now to write
the future not the past!

Michael J. McLaughlin
Ward Six City Councilor

Encore Boston Harbor donates food to local pantries

By Seth Daniel

With  Encore Boston
Harbor’s many restaurants
and snack bars closed down
for at least 30 days, the re-
sort donated 40 pallets of
food to local food pantries
last weekend.

Encore was ordered to
shut down all operations by
the Massachusetts Gaming
Commission on March 14
for at least two weeks, and
that left a lot of supplies

on the stockpile that likely
would not be used.

Turing to partners like
Grace Food Pantry and
Bread of Life, Encore
donated all of that food
for people who are strug-
gling in the midst of the
COVID-19 response.

“In the past few days, we
have donated 40 pallets of
food to local food pantries,
including Bread of Life,
Everett Grace Food Pan-
try, and the Greater Boston
Food Bank,” said Spokes-

man Eric Kraus. “A majori-
ty of the items were vegeta-
bles and fruits, dairy, meats
and shrimp. We continue to
evaluate ways for the com-
pany to contribute during
this unprecedented time.”

Beyond that, on March
17, Encore announced
that all current Encore Bos-
ton Harbor employees, full-
time, part-time and tipped,
would have payroll cov-
erage for the next 30 days
as they anticipate a longer
shutdown.

“A big thing for us that a
lot of companies aren’t do-
ing is we’re paying all full-
time, part-time and tipped
employees for 30 days,”
said Kraus. “Then we’ll
reassess. CEO Matt Mad-
dox was bent on continu-
ing to pay employees. He
wanted them to stay home
with their families, and stay
healthy. Then, when we re-
open it gives us a chance to
have another grand opening
here.”

Councilor McLaughlin calls for waiving of meals taxes for restaurants

By Seth Daniel

Last Wednesday, Gov.
Charlie Baker postponed
the payment of all meal’s
taxes, sales taxes and room
occupancy taxes until June
20, but Councilor Michael
McLaughlin has joined a
regional group of elect-
ed officials calling for the
meals taxes, at least, to be
waived during that period.

“I have been calling for
more than a week now for
our City Council to hold a
special meeting so that we
as a body can take a vote on
waiving the meals tax start-
ing in February,” he said. “T
know Governor Baker sus-

pended the payment until
June 20, but that only pro-
longs an unnecessary bill
that these restaurants can-
not hold on to currently in
these times.”

As part of a small busi-
ness relief package last
week, Gov. Baker an-
nounced administrative tax
relief measures for small
businesses impacted by the
COVID-19 response.

This tax relief includes
postponing the collection
of regular sales tax, meals
tax, and room occupancy
taxes that would be due in
March, April and May so
that they will instead be
due on June 20. Additional-
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ly, all penalties and interest
that would otherwise apply
will be waived.

The Baker package re-
quires that:

*Businesses that paid
less than $150,000 in reg-
ular sales plus meals taxes
in the year ending February
29,2020 will be eligible for
relief for sales and meals
taxes, and business that
paid less than $150,000 in
room occupancy taxes in
the year ending February
29,2020 will be eligible for
relief with respect to room
occupancy taxes.

*The Department of
Revenue is currently draft-
ing emergency regulations

to implement these admin-
istrative relief measures,
and they were expected to
be finalized before Friday,
March 20.

For McLaughlin, he said
the local portion of those
taxes should be waived by
the Everett elected officials
as it will help small restau-
rants even after the pan-
demic has eased.

“I think we as a com-
munity, we can waive and
not suspend the .75 percent
of this tax and give these
small businesses just a little
bit of relief and call on the
governor to do the same,”
he said.

also makes sure they and
those around them know
not to go out and be in con-
tact with the general public.

“We just ask them to stay
at home and only go out if
it’s medically necessary,”
she said. “We can only tell
them to stay and we don’t
have an enforcement arm.
We can’t stay outside their
home to make sure they
don’t go out. Most don’t
feel well enough to go out
anyway. It’s understood
now and they all want to
get better and stay better.
Everyone now understands
the severity and they don’t
want to expose anyone

else...I think now a lot
of people understand the
severity. Maybe a couple
weeks ago everything was
open and it was business as
usual.”

Firicano has been part
of the City’s team on the
pandemic, including giving
input on health issues to the
Mayor’s Office and Public
Works — among others. She
said she is on daily calls
with the DPH and Centers
for Disease Control (CDC)
to learn of any new cases in
Everett and to understand
the newest ways to fight the
virus.

Last Friday, she was

part of the City’s team
that ordered the closure of
all non-essential services,
which included nail salons,
spas and hair salons. Those
businesses had to close to
the public by 6 p.m. on Fri-
day, March 20.

“We’ve been taking a
lot of calls on what busi-
nesses should do and who
should close,” she said.
“We tell them that non-es-
sential businesses can work
remotely if they have that
capacity.”

Above all, most every-
where she goes and with
everyone she speaks with,
Firicano hammers home

the idea of washing hands
frequently, keeping the six-
foot social distancing with
others and staying at home
as much as possible.

“We already work a lot
with prevention so we put
out as much information as
we can in regards to keep-
ing the disease from spread-
ing,” she said. “People need
to stay home and that’s the
most important thing. We
need to get the message to
people that staying home
will help to stop the spread
and allow us to get back to
normal social interactions.”

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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The 3-1-1: Taking phone calls has kept a lifeline to residents during crisis

By Seth Daniel

When the City estab-
lished its 3-1-1 constituent
call center a few years ago,
no one could have predict-
ed that it would become a
life-line for many in the
City struggling to get the
correct information, to be
comforted and even to get
advice.

It is exactly what has
transpired over the past two
weeks though, said Direc-
tor Chad Luongo.

“We’ve had everything,”
Luongo said on Monday.
“People are calling about
symptoms they have, want-
ing to know if they might
be sick. Last week I got
a call at the Center from

someone who wanted ad-
vice on whether or not they
should cancel their vaca-
tion plans. That was before
all of the precautions were
announced, but I told them
I didn’t think they should
go. I hope that was helpful.
It’s been steady at about
100 to 125 calls per day.
Sunday was a little quieter,
but that’s really the num-
bers of calls we’ve taken
about every day.”

The 3-1-1 Call Center
is located typically at the
front desk in City Hall,
and serves calls and walk-
in questions too. With the
walk-in questions gone due
to the closure of City Hall
for the time being, the calls
have been lighting up the
switchboard.
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The City has expand-
ed the 3-1-1 service, put-
ting six people on per shift
Monday through Thursday.
On Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, they have two peo-
ple per shift from 8 a.m. to
8 p.m.

Most of the questions
so far have been related to
bills and payments that are
due during the shutdown of
City operations.

“Last week, a lot of the
questions were bill ques-
tions — how to pay bill
when we’re closed,” he
said. “We’re telling people
to send a check by mail, or
put it in the drop box here at
City Hall, or especially, to
pay online. However, a lot
of people pay by cash and
right now we’re not open.”

Beyond those kinds of
questions, there are usually
a flood of calls after most of
the daily press conferences,
particularly on Monday
when Gov. Charlie Baker
announced a stay-at-home
advisory.

“As soon as something
happens like that, we get
flooded with calls because
people are nervous and
worried,” he said. “We re-
lay the information we have
and we tell everyone to be
calm and reassure them.”

The 3-1-1 has also acted
as the central location to get
food to people who need it
— particularly the senior cit-
izens that are more vulner-
able and cannot go out for
supplies.

In those cases, they have

quickly opened the right
channels for Senior Center
Director Dale Palma to be
able to get the information
so his team can deliver
fresh, hot meals to the se-
niors in need.

Other issues tend to be
about remotely taking care
of things that used to be
simple, such as a sticker for
items to be put out for the
rubbish.

“We have a lot of calls
about what people should
do to stay health, Coro-
navirus issues, but other
things that are more regu-
lar issues,” he said. “Some
people call to ask what they
need to do to get a sticker to
put items out in the trash, as
you can only get a sticker at
City Hall. We try to get in

touch with Capitol Waste
if a person needs a sticker.
There are just a lot of things
that are easy to do when
we’re open, but are a little
more difficult and involved
now.”

Finally, a big part of
what 3-1-1 has been doing
is getting correct informa-
tion to people. There is so
much misinformation go-
ing around on the Internet,
the news, in the immigrant
communities and through
word of mouth. Having a
place where reliable infor-
mation can be shared is im-
portant.

“We're all dealing with
a lot of moving parts and
we’re trying to make sure
everyone is on the same
page,” he concluded.

Richard DelRossi found-
ed Grace Food Pantry in
Saugus a decade ago, be-
fore the Pantry moved to its
current location in Everett
five years ago. The Pantry
is an agency of the Greater
Boston Food Bank.

Cardillo said people
have been expressing their
gratitude to the Pantry and
acting in a very respectful
and orderly manner while
they wait in line. “We don’t
see any panic and everyone
is respecting their distances
because they know we’re
going to give them the best
of the best and as much as
we can give and they can
carry — we want to make
sure our families are fed.”

The City of Everett has
stepped up in a big way
during the crisis, according
to Cardillo.

“I want to thank the City
of Everett because without

the Mayor, the Councillors,
the School Committee, the
Superintendent of Schools,
and the Everett Police — we
really have a lot of support
from the city.”

Matt Misci, whose girl-
friend, DeDe Forgione, is
one of the volunteer lead-
ers, credited Everett restau-
rants and major businesses
such as Encore Boston Har-
bor, for making sizable do-
nations to the Pantry.

“It’s been amazing, a
revolving cycle of dona-
tions,” said Misci. “The
lines have been long, but
we’ve been able to answer
the need. It’s a time of cri-
sis but this organization has
been going on well before
the coronavirus.”

DelRossi was profuse in
his praise of Cardillo. “God
bless this woman — she has
done so much, lauded Del-
Rossi.

He elaborated on Grace
Food Pantry’s decision to
move from Saugus to Ev-
erett. “The building that
housed Grace Ministries
Church was sold and we im-
mediately connected with
Everett and brought the
Pantry here and it’s grown
tenfold,” said DelRossi,
recalling that his wife, the
late Cheryl DelRossi, used
to work as the kitchen man-
ager at My Brother’s Table,
a soup kitchen in Lynn.

“My daughter Annma-
rie said to me, ‘Let’s start
a food pantry in honor of
mom,’ “and this is it.”

And Irene Cardillo and
her incredible group of vol-
unteers at the Everett Grace
Food Pantry are carrying on
that tradition today — their
efforts so much appreciated
by all during this unprece-
dented global crisis.

The volunteers at the Everett Grace Food Pantry are pictured Monday during their daily
food distributions efforts that has seen a larger turnout of residents during the coronavi-

rus crisis.

@ 800.657.3272 EBSB.com
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than ever.

Sincerely,

Loty

Richard J. Gavegnano
President, CEO and Chairman
East Boston Savings Bank

East Boston Savings Bank
is here for you.

As a 172-year old Boston Bank, East Boston Savings Bank has a rich history of
servicing the City of Boston and its surrounding communities. The foundation

that we honor are integrity, strength and hard work for all our customers. It is our
tradition to be responsive to the needs of people like you and businesses like yours
during good times and challenging times.

We have seen and been through past events that have affected the country and
the world. As we navigate through this pandemic together, please know that
we are here for you. | assure you that East Boston Savings Bank remains your
strong neighborhood bank, supporting you, your family, your business and your
community. It's because of your trust in us - and our faith in you — we will make it
through these events together.

Trust that we are in this for the long-haul, right by your side. Our branch office
doors will remain open as long as we can assure the safety of you and our
employees. Online Banking, Mobile Banking, ATMs and our Automated 24-Hour
Telephone Banking System (866-774-7705) are always an alternative banking
option for you - visit ebsb.com for more information. As always, your deposits
are 100% guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and the
Depositors Insurance Fund.

| understand there are a bunch of unknowns with this pandemic but know this;
East Boston Savings Bank has endured many devastating events in the past and
has come through each of these stronger and more committed to our customers

Thank you for trusting in East Boston Savings Bank. Stay safe and we look forward
to continuing working hard for you.

% East Boston Savings Bank

S Home of Respectful Bankings"

VISIT EVERETTINDEPENDENT.COM
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Researchers at the South End’s NEIDL have started working to find COVID-19 treatments

By Seth Daniel

One researcher at Bos-
ton University’s National
Emerging Infectious Dis-
ease Laboratory (NEIDL)
in the South End of Boston
has received samples of the
COVID-19 virus late last
week, and has permission
to begin working to find
a treatment for those with
the virus — with the NEIDL
being one of only about 10
places rushing for a break-
through therapy.

Professor Robert Dav-
ey, PhD., said the NEIDL
started on Thursday, March
19, growing the virus in the
Level 5 biolab with samples
of the COVID-19 collected
from the first patient that
died in the United States, a
man from a nursing home
in Washington state.

With the virus samples
in their possession, Dav-
ey said the entire scientific
community in Boston and
at the NEIDL is invigorated
to begin working in combi-
nation on a successful treat-
ment for a sickness that has
rocked the entire globe off
its normal axis.

“That’s why it’s great
working in Boston because
you have all this great stuff
going on here,” he said,
noting that he worked in
Texas for about 20 years
before being recruited by
the NEIDL in 2018. “That’s
how great science is done
and how you find great

treatment...All the schools
and universities here have
come together to try to nail
this. That is very invigorat-
ing and exciting.

“Otherwise,  scientists
tend to be stuck to their
own thing,” he continued.
“I have my niche and ex-
ist in that niche. I might
practice my science and
do great work, but usually
there isn’t everyone coming
together at once like this.
I’m looking forward to do-
ing our work and seeing if
we can make an impact on
this outbreak.”

Those helping Davey in
the testing will be Harvard
University, MIT, the Broad
Institute and other industry
partners.

Samples came in just in
the last few days, and Dav-
ey said they are growing the
virus right now in the lab to
be used in testing over the
next month. The Centers
for Disease Control (CDC)
had taken samples from the
first man in the U.S. that
died in Washington state on
Feb. 29. Those specimens
were sent to the University
of Texas where they have
a repository for infectious
disease samples. From
there, they were sent to the
NEIDL this week, along
with about 10 other places.

Having all those places
working at the same time
is a strategy similar to tak-
ing as many shots at goal as
possible, with the idea be-

Meeting// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing that one will eventually
get through for success. He
said that having 10 places
is not a lot of places nation-
wide, so they do consider it
an honor to be part of the
group looking for a suc-
cessful treatment.

“Finding an effective
treatment is much like find-
ing a needle in a haystack,”
he said. “To swing the odds
in our favor, you need to
throw a lot of needles into
that haystack and you’ll
find one that works. With
our testing, it’s like taking
as many shots on goal as
you can and by doing that
you’ll have a greater chance
of success.”

The NEIDL will be test-
ing small molecules on the
virus. Small molecules are
drug treatments that have
been made by chemists as
potential treatments to a vi-
rus of this kind. They will
test these small molecules
on tissue samples infect-
ed with the virus with the
goal of finding something
that stops the virus from
replicating. Once they find
a “hit,” they would begin
testing it on lung cells that
are in the possession of the
lab — as lung cells are most
relevant to what the virus
attacks.

To get to that point,
they’ll be using 20,000
small molecules produced
by their partners.

“We are expecting to test
20,000 small molecules,”

= |

The Boston University National Emerging Infectious Disease Laboratory, known as the
NEIDL, is one of only a few sites in the country moving fast to find a treatment for the
COVID-19 virus. Researchers received samples of the virus late last week, and began grow-
ing samples of it in their lab on Thursday, March 19, for testing.

he said. “A (typical) phar-
maceutical company (trial)
would test one million, but
this is a very directed ses-
sion.”

Finding one of those
small molecules that work
is the first step, Davey said,
to identifying a treatment.

The testing, he said,
would likely last for about
a month. However, any
success they have would
then have to be run through
testing with mice, then to
Phase 1 clinical trials and
finally to licensing with the
U.S. Food and Drug Ad-

ministration (FDA). There
is no sense of how long that
might take, but the FDA
has said it is focusing all
its resources on approving
anything that is successful-
ly produced at the NEIDL
or any of the other approxi-
mately nine sites across the
country.

Davey clarified they are
only working on a treat-
ment for those who already
have the COVID-19 virus,
but there are others with-
in the NEIDL preparing
to work on a vaccine for
COVID-19, which would

CHA// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

be given to those who are
not yet sick in order to
prevent them from getting
sick.

“There are other groups
here doing vaccination de-
velopment, and in the near
future you will hear about
them,” he said.

As he and his team be-
gan to prepare for the work
of finding a therapy, he said
he did feel a sense of ex-
treme purpose.

“It’s important to be part
of a team effort contribut-
ing to trying to find a cure,”
he said.

live stream on Zoom and
Facebook, and it will be
re-broadcasted immediate-
ly following the live stream
on ECTV. For instructions
on how to join the meeting,
please visit the City of Ev-

erett website, City of Ev-
erett Facebook and Mayor
DeMaria’s Facebook page.

Participants are asked to
email their questions in ad-
vance to townhall@ci.ev-
erett.ma.us. Additionally,

Distillery// CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

emails will also be accept-
ed during the meeting.

For any questions or
assistance in viewing this
broadcast, please contact
311.

“We’ve had to lay off
our entire workforce at
the Distillery,” said Matt
Kurtzman, co-founder of
Short Path. “We certainly
are, now, making hand san-
itizer here. We’re also still
open to the public now to
sell bottles to go and hand
sanitizer. We also want
to do our part and donate
some of the sanitizer to first
responders and public offi-
cials. We’re trying to keep
the right balance to keep the
business afloat and do our
part to donate some of the
product as well.”

Short Path has been dis-
tilling its custom liquors in
a converted warehouse off
of Norman Street in what
has become known as the
Fermentation District. The
distillery made all sorts of
liquors for sale, had a tast-
ing room/bar on site, and
carried an impressive list of
purveyors that either used
their product in a restaurant
or sold it in a store. That
business, unfortunately,
has taken a big hit. After
the layoffs, Kurtzman said,
they began thinking of what
they could make that would
be marketable and use-
ful. Many distilleries were
re-tooling to making san-
itizer, and Short Path was
ready, but government rules
blocked them from making
1t.

“Our current facility al-
lows us to be able to make
sanitizer, but we were ham-
pered by legal constraints
that technically prevented
us from manufacturing and
selling it,” he said. “After
last week, though, the fed-
eral government announced
that other businesses, espe-
cially alcohol businesses,
could manufacture hand
sanitizer. As soon as the le-
gal hurdles were removed,
we said, ‘Let’s get started.””

The first test run was
very successful, and they
sold out of all the product
they made within 30 min-
utes. Now, they are ready to
make even more.

Kurtzman said the three
main ingredients are Gly-
col/Glycerin, Hydrogen
Peroxide, and Ethanol.
They have plenty of ethanol
on hand as it is a distillery,
but they are now just wait-
ing to get more Glycol and
Hydrogen Peroxide so they
can make more sanitizer.

“We are currently wait-
ing for more raw ingredi-
ents to come Tuesday or
Wednesday,” Kurtzman
said on Monday. “Right
now, we’re able to make
about 1,000 gallons and the
goal is to ramp that up as
we go so we can make even
more with each batch.”

He said there wasn’t a lot
of conversion necessary at
their distillery. Really, they
only needed to secure the
other two ingredients and
make sure they mixed it up
correctly. One of the bigger

challenges was finding the
best containers to put it in
once it was made.

“It’s really making sure
we’re blending all the raw
materials in the right pro-
portions,” he said. “We’re
already accustomed to that
type of manufacturing, so
there wasn’t a lot of recon-
figuration that needed to
happen...This kind of thing
certainly hasn’t happened
in my lifetime — the whole
war-time effort mindset
of making sure everything
people need is available and
to serve the greater good.”

Kurtzman said to stay
tuned to their website short-
pathdistillery.com or their
Facebook page or Twitter
handle (@SPDistillery) for
information on when their
next batch of sanitizer is
ready.

successful.

A SHORT STORY

ABOUT A MOTORCYCLE.
AND A SUDDEN TURN.,

When she was a young college student, Elisabeth
Marra had a serious motorcycle accident that
ultimately changed her life. Two years after the crash,
her painful open fractures had failed to heal. Then
she heard about a new and complex surgery
pioneered by a surgeon who used a patient’s own
stem cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy were

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-direct her
own career aspirations. Inspired by the medical
professionals who helped her reclaim her active
lifestyle, she changed her major to study physical
therapy—a profession where her own experience
could help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marras story here to illustrate two
of the most profound messages we know. Don't give
up, and remember to give back. If reading it inspires
just one more person to achieve something special,
then its telling here has been well worth while.
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early outpouring from resi-
dents of the area to support
them.

“CHA Everett, like all
of the CHA, is taking lots
of precautions like mov-
ing toward a tent for tri-
age and taking care of our
current patients as well as
preparing for the surge that
is expected,” she said on
Monday. “In the last week,
we saw a decrease in the
volume of patients com-
ing to the hospital, which
is exactly what should be
happening as people stay
home. The community has
done a really good job of
realizing that if they’re
looking for testing, the
Emergency Department is
not a place to come. For
the most part, every time a
test is done, we use up our
Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE).”

To that end, patients who
now have symptoms are di-
rected to their primary care
doctor to triage how they’re
feeling. Those existing pa-
tients of CHA are then di-
rected to a drive-thru test-
ing site at the Somerville
CHA Hospital — a move
that is able to test more pa-
tients who show signs and
also preserves PPE equip-
ment for the CHA Everett
Emergency  Department.
Those who cannot drive
to be tested are being sent
with an appointment to the
CHA Somerville clinic on
Broadway.

Dr. Lai-Becker also said
community members have
reached out to donate sur-
gical masks, N95 respira-
tors and even some who
have volunteered to make
masks.

“We can’t thank the com-
munity enough because
they are understanding that
as we run low on supplies,
we need to do everything
possible to preserve the
supply chain,” she said.
“We have received many
offers from people who are
looking to contribute or do-
nate PPE (which includes
gloves, surgical goggles,
gowns, surgical masks and
NO5  respirators)...Every
offer is so appreciated.
The community has done
a great job of trying to pull
together things on our be-
half while they also stay at
home.”

Already some of the
donations have includ-
ed dinner from Spinelli’s
one evening last weekend,
and a science teacher from
KIPP Academy in Lynn
donating 150 pairs of gog-
gles and four packages of
gloves that were unused at
his shuttered Science class-
rooms.

At the CHA Everett, the
facility has changed its lay-
out, and has barred visitors
from coming to the hos-
pital this week. There are
only two entrances open
now, including the main
entrance and the Emergen-

cy Department entrance.
There are no visitors al-
lowed, and anyone coming
to an entrance has to go
through a screening test.
If they show any respira-
tory symptoms, they are
given a mask and checked
out more thoroughly. The
hospital has also canceled
all elective surgery and the
endoscopy department.

“All the precautions
certainly probably creates
some anxiety, but at the
same time it’s good to have
the support of the commu-
nity,” she said. “So many
of the patients that have
come to the ER have told
us how much they appreci-
ate us and when they tell us
to stay safe, it means a lot.”

Her final message to
everyone was to keep the
social distancing rule in
place, and to stay home.
She said doing that in large
numbers and with disci-
pline will make a tremen-
dous different in the next
10 days to two weeks in
how drastically the hospi-
tals like CHA Everett are
faced with patient surges.

“Please listen to the gov-
ernment,” she said. “Ab-
solutely stay at home. It’s
going to be a really hard
thing over the next 10 days
to two weeks. We’re at war
with this, but doing these
things will make a huge
difference. If we never see
a huge surge of patients,
that’s all the better.”

CITIZENSHIP CEREMONY

State Rep. Joe McGonagle is pic-
tured here last month (before the
COVID-19 panic) at the citizen-
ship ceremony in which Glaucia
Amaral of Everett was naturalized
as a U.S. citizen. Originally from
Brazil, she will be graduating this
spring with a Bachelor of Science
in Dental Hygiene from Mass.
College of Pharmacy and Health
Science. She is a leader in her
program and spoke about the im-
portance and legislation concern-
ing dental hygienists at the State
House with Rep. McGonagle.

She was naturalized at Faneuil
Hall along with 323 others. Also
pictured is Amaral’s sponsor and

| Everett native, Maureen Pompeo.

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL 781-485-0588
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Market Basket launches senior shopping
hours to protect and serve older customers

Beginning last week on
March 19, Market Basket
initiated senior shopping
hours specifically geared to
accommodate the needs of
customers 60 and older.

Similar measures have
also been implemented at
the Stop & Shop on the
Parkway.

Each Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday from
5:30 to 7 a.m. Market Bas-
ket stores will be open only
to serve customers 60 and

older.

This is designed to enable
these members of the com-
munity who are at greater
risk with the coronavirus to
shop in a less crowded en-
vironment, which enables
social distancing.

“Our Associates really
wanted to do this to serve
many of our customers
who are worried about their
health,” said Joe Schmidt,
Supervisor of Operations.
“We are proud of how hard

EBNHC // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the team is working to serve
all of our customers and ad-
dress their needs. This will
mean longer hours for them
but everyone is willing.”

Market Basket stores
are known for their clean-
liness and high standard of
hygiene. The team has in-
creased this standard — with
additional measures for the
stores and for all Associ-
ates.

Patients who do not have
a primary care provider
should call the Mayor’s
health line at 617-534-
5050.

To ensure safety, EBN-
HC has asked all patients
to reschedule routine visits.
If you need an appointment
for regular prenatal care,
a chronic condition such
as diabetes or behavior-
al health services, contact
your provider directly. A
telehealth program, which
enables medical care over
the phone while patients
stay safe at home, has been
implemented and is work-
ing well for patients and

providers.
Additionally, we have
made  other  proactive

changes that impact patient
care. Patients who must
come to the Health Center
for necessary appointments
are now limited to one adult
and one child per exam
room. The EBNHC build-
ings at 79 Paris Street and
Winthrop  Neighborhood
Health are both closed until
further notice. These ser-
vices have been temporari-
ly moved to new treatment
areas designed to reduce
potential exposure. If you

have questions about up-
coming appointments and
their locations, call 617-
569-5800.

Many of EBNHC'’s pa-
tients are at high risk for
COVID-19. This includes
adults ages 60 and above,
medically fragile children
in the CATCH program,
asthma sufferers, pregnant
women and other patients
with chronic conditions
and vulnerable groups.
Our focus is on protecting
these high-risk patients
and providing them with
high-quality, critical care.

Help us protect yourself,
your loved ones, and our
whole community by:

. Staying six feet
away from other people

. Avoiding large
crowds and gatherings

o Practicing  good
hygiene such as washing
your hands, using hand
sanitizer, covering coughs
and sneezes with a tissue or
your inner elbow, and stay-
ing home if you are sick.

If your COVID-19 risks
are higher due to age, un-
derlying health conditions,
a weakened immune sys-
tem, or pregnancy:

e Stay home and avoid

situations of potential ex-
posure

* Do not travel

e Do not attend large
gatherings

e Limit time spent in
public areas

e Do not congregate in
groups of more than 10
people

The EBNHC team is
working tirelessly to protect
our community. We care for
all who need us, regardless
of age, income, insurance
status, language, culture or
social circumstances. Our
mission has not changed in
50 years and will guide us
through this crisis.

Many of our team mem-
bers are serving on the
frontlines of patient care,
risking their own health to
treat those who need it. We
have never been prouder of
our team. But we cannot do
it alone.

We all have a personal
responsibility to protect
ourselves and others. Prac-
tice social distancing and
limit interactions with peo-
ple who are at higher risk
for COVID-19. We are a
strong and responsive com-
munity. We will get through
this crisis together.
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Decision // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

This week, while con-
tinuing to navigate the cri-
sis in Everett and beyond,
he said he believes it was a
decision that has helped the
City to cope with what has
materialized in the weeks
since then.

“It wasn’t an easy de-
cision,” he said “I had
an Italian epidemiologist
sending me graphs of the
COVID-19 response in
Italy compared to our re-
sponse in America,” he
said. “Our responses to it
weren’t even as much as It-
aly and their response was
obviously terrible. I saw
that graph and we were on
a phone call talking about
it.

“At the time we knew
from Italy how grave the
situation was going to be
and how we had to act
quickly,” he added. “T was
looking at how there were
two weeks to April vaca-
tion and we had no snow
days either. I also saw what
was happening to my cous-
ins in Italy. My wife Stacy
was my sounding board
and was with me on it. It
was a decision we all made
— my staff, my wife, and
(Supt.) Priya (Tahiliani)
and (Asst. Supt.) Charlie
(Obremski). I realized that
is a decision that affected
a lot of people, but I said,
‘We have to do it.””

Everett was the first
school district to call class-
es off completely, and to do
so through April 27. It was
also the first municipali-
ty to pull the plug on City
operations, including City
Hall, the libraries and the
Connolly Senior Center —
to name but a few.

“One kid at school could
be around another kid
sneezing or coughing and
that kid could take it home
to an entire family and
make them sick,” he said.
“Flattening the curve is
real. I knew people might
still get sick, but I also
thought if we could spread
that time out, it would help
so many people, including
our health system. I kept
hearing from that epidemi-
ologist to flatten the curve. I
kept hearing from family in
Italy about more and more
deaths. I really used that as
my information. I made the
call. You hope others have
your back, but I figured if
I went too far out on the
limb, I could walk it back
a little. It was more import-
ant to protect the safety and
health of everyone.”

He said he was also con-
sidering that a lot of kids in
Everett are taken care of by
their grandparents, and he
didn’t want those residents
getting sick as a result of
kids bringing it home from

school.

DeMaria said he and his
team took a lot of criticism
initially from people who
were shocked to see the
schools close for so long
before anyone else did so,
and also for City opera-
tions coming to a halt that
early in the response.

There were a lot of crit-
ics, but now DeMaria said
he is glad his team made
the call despite no one else
joining right away.

“Now we know it’s get-
ting worse and worse every
day,” he said. “I hope ev-
eryone continues to treat
it very, very seriously and
understand it’s important
to follow what is said. It’s
not like everyone who gets
it will die, but if our fam-
ilies all get it, there won’t
be enough hospital services
available. Lives are what’s
important now and making
sure everyone gets through
this and stays healthy.”

*Mayor calls on federal
delegation to move fast

Mayor DeMaria said he
is happy to see the good
work being done at the
State House in Massa-
chusetts, but called on the
state’s Members of Con-
gress and U.S. Senators to
get a COVID-19 stimulus
bill passed quickly.

“I think the state and
our state delegation with
Rep. Joe McGonagle and
Sen. Sal DiDomenico are
doing good things,” he
said. “Hopefully our con-
gressional delegation will
put politics aside so there
is a relief package to help
our residents...We real-
ly need our U.S. Senators
and Members of Congress
to step up and get a bill
passed and get money in
the people’s pockets...
They should be supporting
it. This bill should only be
aid for people, for small
businesses, and for compa-
nies. It shouldn’t be about
anything else than helping
people now. That will re-
lieve a lot of the people’s
fears. Get money in their
pockets and they will go
food shopping, order out
from restaurants and that
will help them stay home
from work.”

By press time, the U.S.
Senate was still stalling on
a bill that would provide
more than $1 Trillion in
stimulus aid for the coun-
try.

Stay inside if you can

Mayor DeMaria also
pushed for people to real-
ly stay inside, other than
going out for safe exercise
and for food shopping and
medicine.

“People should only re-
ally go out to get the ne-
cessities like groceries,” he

N L

said. “When you do that, I
know it’s hard not to say
‘hi” or shake hands or hug
someone you know, but
you have to remember they
could be asymptomatic or a
carrier and that interaction
could make people sick...
You can still go for a walk
and get exercise. You can’t
have playdates with friends
if you're a young person.
Young people can’t go
down to the park and play
basketball like they always
did. We’re all in this to-
gether and we will be okay
if we all think of each oth-
er.”

*City
go online

Mayor DeMaria also
said for any bills at City
Hall, there is flexibility.

He said calling 3-1-1 for
guidance is the best thing
to do, but also try paying
online.

“I want everyone to try
to go online first,” he said.
“If you’re out of work and
unable to pay, I wouldn’t
worry about late fees. We’ll
be working with the De-
partment of Revenue and
state and federal authori-
ties to waive those types of
fees.”

*School lunches still
ongoing Monday-Friday

The Everett Public
Schools (EPS) announced
an additional lunch distri-
bution site this week, add-
ing the Whittier School
as a location with Everett
High School. Lunches are
served from 11 a.m. to 1
p-m. Monday through Fri-
day until further notice.
The sites are located out-
side so that no one has to
go inside to retrieve their
meal. In most cases, it is a
drive-thru situation.

Supt. Priya Tahiliani said
EPS is working with other
school districts this week
to coordinate a distance
learning plan that would
help students to be able to
have classes via computer
with their teachers. That is
still in the works, but she
said they hope to have a
plan presented to parents
by the end of this week.

Meanwhile, paper
homework packets are
available daily at the lunch
distribution for grades
kindergarten through S8th
grade. They are available
online as well, and high
school students already
have all their lessons post-
ed to the EPS website.

“We will continue to
provide updates and to
keep you informed about
enrichment opportunities
and access to meals,” said
Tahiliani. “We hope that
you and your family stay
safe and healthy.”

Hall bills -
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COVID-19 HITS

CHELSEA

CHELSEA - The City
of Chelsea reported last
week that there were two
confirmed cases of the
COVID-19 virus in res-
idents, and took extraor-
dinary measures to close
down most all City oper-
ations, including public
parks with tot lots/play-
grounds.

In addition, City Hall has
closed to in-person visits,
as well as the Senior Center
and the Chelsea Public Li-
brary (though children’s Li-
brarian Katherine has been
doing wonderful story time
videos online for kids).

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino said the situation
has been stressful, and he
fears that it will be more
challenging in the coming
days.

“We’re trying to keep
doing everything we can
to reinforce this social dis-
tancing effort and plugging
along at this crisis,” he said.
“We are very worried about
what’s about to come with
an escalation of cases, the
health care industry being
overwhelmed and the City
being overwhelmed and not
having enough resources
for the flood of displace-
ment that is about to hap-
pen and overwhelm us. It’s
people not being able to pay
rent. It’s people losing their
jobs. It’s the City and state
revenues falling through
the floor. It’s really exhaust-
ing honestly.”

He said the situation has
reminded him of the days
after 9/11, but in some ways
this is much worse.

“It’s unprecedented,” he
said. “In a lot of ways it re-
minded me of the days after
9/11, but really that was one
event and one event to deal
with. With this, you keep
wondering how long it’s
going to keep going. You
keep waiting for the wave
to hit you and you don’t
know when or where that
will be. We’re all trying
very hard, but there is no
playbook.”

The park closure is
unique, with Everett going
forward with that this week
as well.

“All City tot lots and/
or playground structures
are now closed,” read the
instruction from the City.
“Please do not let your chil-
dren play on these surfaces.
The grass and fields will re-
main open, but please prac-
tice social distancing and
do not engage in contact
sports.”

Other measures include:

*Due to rapidly chang-
ing circumstances, the City
Manager has made the dif-
ficult decision to close to
the public City Hall, the Li-
brary and the Senior Center
for an indefinite period, but
at least until Mon. Mar. 30.

Despite this situation,
the City is still committed
to delivering certain core
services. But, only critical
staff will remain on site.
Most employees will be
working from home. Build-
ings will be closed to the
public effective immedi-
ately. Residents are encour-
aged to interact with the
City by mail or on-line. We
also encourage the use of
our 3-1-1 phone line during
previous business hours.

°The State Department
of Public Utilities has ex-
tended the winter morato-
rium on residential gas and
electric shut-offs until the
state of emergency is lifted
or the order is rescinded.
This will reduce the pres-
sure on low-income fami-
lies to make decisions be-
tween paying for healthcare
or paying for utilities.

e All renewals periods
for parking permits and
parking stickers are extend-
ed until June 1, 2020. Re-
newals for all current dog
tags expiring on March 31
and April 30 have been ex-
tended until June 1.

All parking ticket ap-

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

peals must be submitted in
writing by mail, online, or
dropped off in the green
mailbox outside of City
Hall on Washington Ave-
nue. To accommodate this
change, the appeal period
for all tickets issued on or
after March 1st will be ex-
tended by thirty (30) days.
No appeals will be accepted
in person at City Hall for
any reason.

The City will extend the
date for payment of excise
tax bills due on March 25,
2020. Those bills will now
be due no later than April
28, 2020. No interest shall
accrue during this exten-
sion period.

Ambrosino said employ-
ees are being paid and most
are working from home on
projects that are important
to City business. He said
while City Hall is not open,
the work of the City contin-
ues to go on by computer,
phone and other means.

“People have been work-
ing really hard here,” he
said. “I have to say the staff
have been tremendous to try
to address all the problems
we’ve identified. People are
nervous at the same time
and worried that they’ll get
sick or their families will
get sick.”

For more updates as they
happen, stay tuned to the
Record’s website (www.
chelsearecord.com) or the
Record’s Twitter feed at
handle @ChelseaRecord.

NON-PROFITS
DEALING WITH

CLOSURES

EAST BOSTON - The
nationwide guidelines to
help combat the COVID-19
(coronavirus) pandemic
sweeping the city, nation
and the world has led to the
closure of schools, busi-
nesses and churches across
East Boston.

Many nonprofits here
that serve thousands of
school-age children when
school is out or provide free
services to the homeless
have had to make the tough
decision to close amid fears
of spreading the virus.

In Eastie the Salesian
Boys & Girls Club, East
Boston Social Centers, the
East Boston YMCA (see
exception below) and the
neighborhood’s BCYF
Community Centers, as
well as the East Boston
Community Soup Kitchen,
are all closed until further
notice.

“Unfortunately, for the
time being, this is the saf-
est way to handle the situ-
ation,” said Boys & Girls
Club Executive Director
Michael Triant. “We had a
cleaning company in to dis-
infect the entire building.
Our staff was in as Monday
to continue to disinfect all
equipment and supplies. On
Tuesday we will work with
our friends at the YMCA to
serve as a host feeding site.
Breakfast and lunch will be
available for pick up from
8:30 am. to 10 am. on
the front steps of the club.
Please, everyone be smart
and limit your contact with
others during this time.”

Triant shared a photo of
a worker from CM Gener-
al Services in a full hazmat
suit spraying down the
walls of the club on Byron
Street over the weekend.
The company sanitized
over 30,000 square feet
of the Boys & Girls Club
building using the Clorox
total 360 system.

“However, our club will
remain closed for members
and parents,” said Traint.
“We will have essential
staff on site to answer any
and all questions our par-
ents may have.”

At Zumix, Executive Di-
rector Madeleine Steczyns-
ki said the decision to close
was out of an abundance of
caution to protect the health
of students, staff, commu-
nity members, and all of
Zumix families.

Steczynski said Zumix
will be closed through at
least March 27 and then re-
evaluate the situation as the
pandemic unfolds.

“We will continue to
monitor the quickly evolv-
ing situation and re-eval-
uate this decision every
week,” said Steczynski.
We have taken this proac-
tive step to support Feder-
al, State and local efforts to
mitigate the spread of the
coronavirus. We want to be
overly cautious given the
high level of uncertainty
about the spread of the vi-
rus.”

While there is no known
case of COVID-19 within
the ZUMIX community,
the closing will help the
community’s response to
the virus and support the
“social distancing” that
is necessary to slow the
spread of the virus at this
critical stage.

“All public and private
events to be held at Zumix
will not occur during the
closure,” said Steczynski.
“It is important to distin-
guish that, while we are
closing the building, Zumix
staff will continue to work
remotely on future program
development, fundraising,
project work, and ways to
stay deeply connected to
our students and communi-
ties and help them through
this crisis. These steps will
ensure that students, radio
hosts and community mem-
bers can return to Zumix
knowing that our priority
is that everyone has a joy-
ful experience when they
return.”

Steczynski said Zumix
staff will update any chang-
es on its website, along
with social media channels.

Social Centers Executive
Director Justin Pasquariello
and East Boston YMCA Ex-
ecutive Director Joe Gaeta,
whose agencies provide
day care and after-school
programs like the Boys &
Girls Club and Zumix, also
announced over the week-
end they would close.

“All East Boston Social
Centers locations will be
closed and suspending all
child care, teen and adult
programs effective Tues-
day, March 17 until further
notice,” said Pasquareillo in
a statement. “We encourage
all families who can do so
to keep their children home
and take the appropriate
precautions to avoid the
spread of the virus. We are
committed to supporting
our community in this chal-
lenging time.”

Pasquariello  reminded
the community in these un-
certain times of the Social
Centers’ motto, “When we
all give, We all gain.”

However, the Eastie
YMCA will remain open
for food distribution and
“essential childcare” ser-
vices. These services are
limited to parents who will
be on the frontlines com-
bating the virus.

YMCA President and
CEO James Morton said
the YMCA will encourage
families to keep their chil-
dren at home, but for those
parents who are first-re-
sponders and ‘“‘essential”
employees who must work,
the Y will provide a safe
and nurturing place for their
children.

“Thousands of parents
depend upon us for early
education and before and
after-school care. For these
families, the services we
offer are essential,” he said.

Over at the East Boston
Community Soup Kitch-
en (EBCSK) the volunteer
staff there said they made
the difficult decision to
suspend their weekly soup
kitchen operations that
help feed the homeless and

low-income families in
Eastie.
“The EBCSK Leadership

Team, in consultation with
public officials and fellow
service providers, made the
difficult decision to suspend
weekly soup kitchen opera-
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At the St. Rose Meals to Go food site on Monday, March 16, School Department workers
and volunteers were ready to hand out meals to students in the public schools that were
no longer able to attend school due to the COVID-19 response. Sites are open Monday
through Friday, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Here Mirian Aguilar holds a sign to let people know
what'’s going on. Behind her are Kimberly Geraci, Keyla Martinez, Enmy Dubon, Nasmarie
Martinez, Lisa Santagate, and Sania Garmendia.

tions due to the COVID-19
outbreak,” said EBCSK in
a statement. “We believe
everyone deserves a warm
meal, safe shelter, and sup-
portive community. But
the health and safety of our
guests and volunteers is our
first priority. This decision
was not made lightly. As
you may know, this is the
first time we have closed in
more than [three] years of
service to the community.
Given that COVID-19 is
spread through close per-
son-to-person contact, we
recognize the potential risk
to vulnerable guests and
volunteers who convene in
our close-knit space over
shared meals, and we are
exercising an abundance of
caution in closing to protect
the well-being of our com-
munity.”

The volunteer staff are
working diligently to iden-
tify alternatives for EBCSK
guests who have come to
rely on the soup kitchen’s
services.

“In lieu of typical dona-
tions, we ask that our com-
munity members donate
gift cards (valued at $10
each) to local restaurants
for our soup kitchen guests
who are in need of a hot
meal,” they said.

Donations can be sent
to East Boston Commu-
nity Soup Kitchen, P.O.
BOX 497 East Boston,
MA 02128, or East Boston
Community Soup Kitchen,
32 Paris St., East Boston,
MA 02128.

LUNCHES STILL
AVAILABLE FOR

LYNN RESIDENTS

LYNN - As COVID-19
updates evolve worldwide,
Lynn residents will be faced
with varying degrees of
hardship. Families who are
in arduous economic situa-
tions are grappling with the
joint need for childcare and
maintaining an income. In
addition to the need for care
and wages, are concerns
regarding the gap in educa-
tion and students who rely
on Lynn Public Schools for
lunchtime meals.

In a statement released
by Mayor Thomas Mc-
Gee, Grab and Go lunch-
es will be available for all
students daily between 11
a.m. and 1 p.m. pm at Mar-
shall Middle School, En-
glish High School, Classi-
cal High School, and Lynn
Technical and Vocational
High School. Since deci-
sion-makers have urged
parents to have childcare
in place until April 17, the
lunches are expected to
help out in the time of need.
School resources will be
made available to students
by grades on the Lynn Pub-
lic School’s website (http://
www.lynnschools.org/),
and students are encour-
aged to access it daily.

The City of Lynn includ-
ing the Mayor’s Office,
Public Health Department,
Office of Emergency Man-
agement and first respond-
ers are in communication
and working with the Mas-
sachusetts Department of
Public Health concerning
COVID-19. The city has
been preparing extensively
to prepare for scenarios that
can play out with the evolv-
ing COVID-19 situation
and will continue updating
the public on the City of
Lynn website and Facebook
page, as well as the City of
Lynn Health Department
“Coronavirus  Resources”
page at http://www.lynnma.
gov/coronavirus.

In the meantime, res-
idents are encouraged to
conduct their business with
City Hall by phone or on-
line as much as possible.
All non-essential in-person
governmental meetings and
large group gatherings will
be postponed suspended
canceled or held virtually.
All residents and private
entities are advised to re-
frain from holding any
unnecessary large gather-
ings to reduce community
spread of COVID-19.

Unfortunately, wide-
spread coronavirus testing
is still not widely available.
All testing still needs to be
approved by the Massachu-
setts Department of Public
Health which is causing a
lag in both the testing and
diagnosing.

VISCAY NAMED
NEW FINANCE

DIRECTOR

REVERE - The City
Council unanimously ap-
proved the appointment of
Richard Viscay as the new
finance director for the city
of Revere.

Viscay will also remain
in his position of city audi-
tor and budget director, and
has been appointed to the
Revere Housing Authority
Board. In his new position,
Viscay will coordinate and
oversee all the financial de-
partments of the city.

The 47-year-old Revere
resident said he was happy
to receive what local offi-
cials are calling a well-de-
served promotion. He has
served as city auditor for
two years, but has many
years of experience in mu-
nicipal government. He was
the chief financial officer
for Everett for three years
and director of finance in
Salem for seven years.

“Being a resident of
Revere and working with
Mayor |[Brian] Arrigo, I
feel like this is the most re-
warding position in my ca-
reer that I’ve held because
I’m working for the city in
which I live — my daughters
both went to school here,
and I’ve been living here
for 25 years,” said Viscay.

One of his daughters
works as a registered nurse
and the other is a senior at
Revere High School.

Viscay, 48, holds a Mas-
ter’s of Business Admin-
istration from Salem State
University and an under-
graduate degree in Ac-
counting from UMass Am-
herst. He attended Boston
Latin Academy, the same
school that produced Dr.
Dianne Kelly, superinten-
dent of Revere schools.

Viscay said he excited to
begin in his new role.

“I’'m looking forward to
working with the Mayor
and the Council and all the
residents and the stakehold-
ers and I really appreciate
the opportunity.”

Mayor  Arrigo, who
made the appointment, was
pleased to officially wel-
come Viscay to his new po-
sition.

“Mr. Viscay has been an
invaluable member of the
administration from the day
he came on board a couple
of years ago, and I think this
is a natural progression,”
said Arrigo. “I know this is
a position in which he will
excel. A lot of the great fi-
nancial management that
we’ve had over the last four
years will continue over the
next four years and a lot of
the great policies have been
attributed to Richard Vis-
cay.

“So I'm excited. It’s
a new role for him and
there’ll be a little bit of
a learning curve, but not
much. So the residents can
be assured that their taxpay-
er dollars are in tremendous
hands, and we’re excited to
start a new chapter in the
city of Revere,” concluded
the mayor.

RESIDENTS’
QUESTIONS
ANSWERED ON

CENTER PROJECT

WINTHROP - The
long-overdue work to re-
place an aging and decay-
ing infrastructure in the
Winthrop Center Business
District will cause disrup-
tions for the next year and
half for both businesses
and residents. That was the
message that both town of-
ficials and the contractors
told more than 30 residents
who attended a public hear-
ing last Thursday night at
the Robert DelLeo Senior
Center.

“We are here tonight to
go through the timeline and
to get the impacts out there.
We are listening to you and
we want to know when is-
sues come up,” Town Man-
ager Austin Faison told the
crowd.

The project will replace
the failing sewer and wa-
ter mains, as well as the
sidewalks, roadways, and
streetscapes. The sidewalks

See REGION Page 9
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will be worked on one side
at a time so that pedestri-
ans will always be able to
access a finished sidewalk.
The scope of the project
will require streets in the
Center at different times
to be closed during certain
times of the day in order for
the contractor to put down
new sewer pipes and pav-
ing.

However, at the end of
each workday, all the streets
will be open to traffic.

The project will be ac-
complished in nine phases
with a starting date of April
6 and a final completion
date in November, 2021.

Arthur Leventis, Project
Manager from Woodard
and Curran, an engineering
firm outlined the work to be
done in each phase by the
contracting firm of P. Gio-
ioso and Sons.

Phase 1

The first part of the
multi-million dollar proj-
ect will be the removal of
French Square. Under the
plan, the trees and grass
will be removed and paved
over for 24 temporary park-
ing spaces. The work will
take place from April 6 to 8.

Phase 2

Sewer, water, and drain
improvements will be con-
structed on Pauline Street
between Walden Street and
Woodside Avenue and on
Woodside Avenue between
Pauline Street and Bart-

lett Road. Contaminated
soil and groundwater are
expected during construc-
tion of the infrastructure
improvements on Pauline
Street and Woodside Ave-
nue. The staging area at the
Larsen Rink will be utilized
during this construction
phase to manage soil. The
work will take place from
April 20 to June 16.

Phase 3

Storm drain improve-
ments on Pauline Street
(Woodside Avenue to Hag-
man Road), Hagman Road,
French Square, and Jeffer-
son Street (French Square
to Putnam Street) will be
constructed. Contaminated
soil and groundwater are
expected during construc-
tion on Pauline Street and
Hagman Road. The staging
area at the Larsen Rink will
be utilized during this con-
struction to manage soils.

Hagman Road is also an
area of environmental con-
cern. An archaeologist will
be on site monitoring con-
struction as a precautionary
measure. The work will
take place from June 27 to
July 14.

Phase 4

Sewer, water, and drain
improvements will be con-
structed on Woodside Av-
enue (French Square to
Pleasant Street), Adams
Street, Williams  Street
and Bartlett Road (French
Square to Pleasant Street).

The work will take place
July 15 to Sept. 10.

Phase 5

Sewer, water, and drain
improvements will be con-
structed on Somerset Ave-
nue (Woodside Avenue to
Pleasant Street) and Cot-
tage Park Road (Somerset
Avenue to Pleasant Street).
The work will take place
Sept. 11 to Nov. 13.

Phase 6
Sidewalk, landscaping,
and electrical improve-

ments will be constructed
on Pauline Street (Walden
Street to Woodside Ave-
nue) and Woodside Avenue
(Pauline Street to French
Square). The work will take
place from April 1 to May
10,2021.

Phase 7
Sidewalk, landscaping,
and electrical improve-

ments will be constructed
on Hagman Road, Putnam
Street (Pauline Street to
Jefferson Street), Jefferson
Street (Putnam Street to
French Square), and French
Square. This phase does not
include the reconstruction
of French Square. The work
will take place from May
11 to June 28, 2021.

Phase 8
Sidewalk, landscaping,
and electrical improve-

ments will be construct-
ed on Woodside Avenue
(French Square to Pleas-
ant Street), Adams Street,

and Bartlett Road (French
Square to Pleasant Street).
The work will take place
June 29 to Aug. 3,2021.

Phase 9

Sidewalk, landscaping,
and electrical improve-
ments will be construct-
ed on Somerset Avenue
(Woodside Avenue to Pleas-
ant Street) and Cottage Park
Road (Somerset Avenue to
Pleasant Street). The work
will take place Aug. 4 to
Aug.27,2021.

Leventis mentioned that
there will be noise and dust
during the time period that
the dirt is being removed
by heavy trucks. The work
will be performed Mon-
day through Friday from
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. There
will be no work on week-
ends or holidays. He also
mentioned that there will
be temporary water hoses
going into buildings during
the construction. These hos-
es will be covered to avoid
people tripping over them.

A staging area is planned
for both behind Larsen Rink
for materials and an area to
the side of the parking lot
for management of what
might be termed “contam-
inated soil.” Leventis said
the soil probably contains
very small traces of fuels
that have accumulated over
the decades.

The lot will be used only
during the construction sea-
son that lasts from April

to no later than December.
There will also be police
details on the job site to
make sure that traffic prob-
lems are minimized.

The question of using the
parking lot at Larsen Rink
as a staging area was ques-
tioned by Councilor Jim
Letterie. “Why not use the
parking lot at E.B. Newton
School. Wouldn’t that be a
better site?” he asked.

Superintendent of Public
Works Steve Calla said that
they had looked into using
the E.B. Newton parking
lot on Walden St., but not-
ed that the town had spent
more than $90,000 only a
few years ago to redo that
lot, and that using the site
as a staging and storage
area could damage the sur-
face and would mean the lot
would have to redone. “The
rink will only be affected
for two months,” Calla said.

Jeanne Maggio ques-
tioned the paving-over of
French Square and the de-
struction of the trees. “I
moved to Winthrop more
than 55 years ago and to
me, French Square is the
heart of Winthrop. There
has not been a lot of con-
versation about the new de-
sign of French Square. We
should at least find a way
to save the area where trees
are located,” she said.

Calla said that he under-
stood her concerns and not-
ed that the project was start-

ed in 2013 and has evolved
over the last seven years.
The design of the Square
was approved by the Coun-
cil a few years back. As far
as the trees, he noted that
the birch tree is about 10
years old and to transplant
the tree would cost more
than $60,000, with no guar-
antee of it being successful,
as it is in poor health con-
dition.

Donna Segreti Reilly
queried about the the possi-
bility of rodents, who gen-
erally scurry to find a new
home during an excavation
project of this magnitude.

Marco Gioioso from
Gioioso Constarctors
agreed that they are expect-
ing rodent migration, as is
the case in any construction
site. He said that before
they excavate, they will
check for rodent activity
and bait the area. If any res-
idents or business owners
see an increase in rodents,
he said they should let him
know.

Faison closed the meet-
ing saying, “Don’t stop ask-
ing questions, we want to
know as much as possible,
The time to answer is now.”

A timeline of the proj-
ect is available at https:/
tinyurl.com/CBDProject-
timeline.

Project updates will be
posted regularly at https://
tinyurl.com/CBDinfra-
structure.
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Ray’s Landscaping
Mowing - Edging - Weeding
Bushes, Shrubs
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New Lawn, Patio, Concrete
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Ray: 781-526-1181
Free Estimates
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Leave Your
Moving To Us
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For A Free Estimate
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for only:
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at a time so that pedestri-
ans will always be able to
access a finished sidewalk.
The scope of the project
will require streets in the
Center at different times
to be closed during certain
times of the day in order for
the contractor to put down
new sewer pipes and pav-
ing.

However, at the end of
each workday, all the streets
will be open to traffic.

The project will be ac-
complished in nine phases
with a starting date of April
6 and a final completion
date in November, 2021.

Arthur Leventis, Project
Manager from Woodard
and Curran, an engineering
firm outlined the work to be
done in each phase by the
contracting firm of P. Gio-
ioso and Sons.

Phase 1

The first part of the
multi-million dollar proj-
ect will be the removal of
French Square. Under the
plan, the trees and grass
will be removed and paved
over for 24 temporary park-
ing spaces. The work will
take place from April 6 to 8.

Phase 2

Sewer, water, and drain
improvements will be con-
structed on Pauline Street
between Walden Street and
Woodside Avenue and on
Woodside Avenue between
Pauline Street and Bart-
lett Road. Contaminated

soil and groundwater are
expected during construc-
tion of the infrastructure
improvements on Pauline
Street and Woodside Ave-
nue. The staging area at the
Larsen Rink will be utilized
during this construction
phase to manage soil. The
work will take place from
April 20 to June 16.

Phase 3

Storm drain improve-
ments on Pauline Street
(Woodside Avenue to Hag-
man Road), Hagman Road,
French Square, and Jeffer-
son Street (French Square
to Putnam Street) will be
constructed. Contaminated
soil and groundwater are
expected during construc-
tion on Pauline Street and
Hagman Road. The staging
area at the Larsen Rink will
be utilized during this con-
struction to manage soils.

Hagman Road is also an
area of environmental con-
cern. An archaeologist will
be on site monitoring con-
struction as a precautionary
measure. The work will
take place from June 27 to
July 14.

Phase 4

Sewer, water, and drain
improvements will be con-
structed on Woodside Av-
enue (French Square to
Pleasant Street), Adams
Street, Williams  Street
and Bartlett Road (French
Square to Pleasant Street).
The work will take place

July 15 to Sept. 10.

Phase 5

Sewer, water, and drain
improvements will be con-
structed on Somerset Ave-
nue (Woodside Avenue to
Pleasant Street) and Cot-
tage Park Road (Somerset
Avenue to Pleasant Street).
The work will take place
Sept. 11 to Nov. 13.

Phase 6
Sidewalk, landscaping,
and electrical improve-

ments will be constructed
on Pauline Street (Walden
Street to Woodside Ave-
nue) and Woodside Avenue
(Pauline Street to French
Square). The work will take
place from April 1 to May
10,2021.

Phase 7
Sidewalk, landscaping,
and electrical improve-

ments will be constructed
on Hagman Road, Putnam
Street (Pauline Street to
Jefferson Street), Jefferson
Street (Putnam Street to
French Square), and French
Square. This phase does not
include the reconstruction
of French Square. The work
will take place from May
11 to June 28, 2021.

Phase 8
Sidewalk, landscaping,
and electrical improve-

ments will be construct-
ed on Woodside Avenue
(French Square to Pleas-
ant Street), Adams Street,
and Bartlett Road (French

Square to Pleasant Street).
The work will take place
June 29 to Aug. 3,2021.

Phase 9

Sidewalk, landscaping,
and electrical improve-
ments will be construct-
ed on Somerset Avenue
(Woodside Avenue to Pleas-
ant Street) and Cottage Park
Road (Somerset Avenue to
Pleasant Street). The work
will take place Aug. 4 to
Aug.27,2021.

Leventis mentioned that
there will be noise and dust
during the time period that
the dirt is being removed
by heavy trucks. The work
will be performed Mon-
day through Friday from
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. There
will be no work on week-
ends or holidays. He also
mentioned that there will
be temporary water hoses
going into buildings during
the construction. These hos-
es will be covered to avoid
people tripping over them.

A staging area is planned
for both behind Larsen Rink
for materials and an area to
the side of the parking lot
for management of what
might be termed “contam-
inated soil.” Leventis said
the soil probably contains
very small traces of fuels
that have accumulated over
the decades.

The lot will be used only
during the construction sea-
son that lasts from April
to no later than December.

There will also be police
details on the job site to
make sure that traffic prob-
lems are minimized.

The question of using the
parking lot at Larsen Rink
as a staging area was ques-
tioned by Councilor Jim
Letterie. “Why not use the
parking lot at E.B. Newton
School. Wouldn’t that be a
better site?” he asked.

Superintendent of Public
Works Steve Calla said that
they had looked into using
the E.B. Newton parking
lot on Walden St., but not-
ed that the town had spent
more than $90,000 only a
few years ago to redo that
lot, and that using the site
as a staging and storage
area could damage the sur-
face and would mean the lot
would have to redone. “The
rink will only be affected
for two months,” Calla said.

Jeanne Maggio ques-
tioned the paving-over of
French Square and the de-
struction of the trees. “I
moved to Winthrop more
than 55 years ago and to
me, French Square is the
heart of Winthrop. There
has not been a lot of con-
versation about the new de-
sign of French Square. We
should at least find a way
to save the area where trees
are located,” she said.

Calla said that he under-
stood her concerns and not-
ed that the project was start-
ed in 2013 and has evolved

over the last seven years.
The design of the Square
was approved by the Coun-
cil a few years back. As far
as the trees, he noted that
the birch tree is about 10
years old and to transplant
the tree would cost more
than $60,000, with no guar-
antee of it being successful,
as it is in poor health con-
dition.

Donna Segreti Reilly
queried about the the possi-
bility of rodents, who gen-
erally scurry to find a new
home during an excavation
project of this magnitude.

Marco Gioioso from
Gioioso Constarctors
agreed that they are expect-
ing rodent migration, as is
the case in any construction
site. He said that before
they excavate, they will
check for rodent activity
and bait the area. If any res-
idents or business owners
see an increase in rodents,
he said they should let him
know.

Faison closed the meet-
ing saying, “Don’t stop ask-
ing questions, we want to
know as much as possible,
The time to answer is now.”

A timeline of the proj-
ect is available at https:/
tinyurl.com/CBDProject-
timeline.

Project updates will be
posted regularly at https://
tinyurl.com/CBDinfra-
structure.
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Mystic Valley Elder Services continues to provide services to consumers during the Coronavirus pandemic

Mystic  Valley Elder
Services (MVES) knows
that the evolving and ever
changing news about Coro-
navirus COVID-19 is caus-
ing growing concerns for
many. MVES is proud to
be a highly respected re-
source in your community
and we want you to know
that keeping our commu-
nity — consumers, families,
staff, volunteers and com-
munity members — safe is
our highest priority. Prac-
ticing caution has become
best practice and learning
not to panic is essential.

MVES is open for busi-
ness and is working to be
sure that our consumers
continue to receive needed
services, and to protect not
only their health but also
the health of our staff and
volunteers as well as other
agency workers who pro-

vide services to our con-
sumers. If our staff or con-
sumers are not feeling well,
there may be a temporary
interruption or reduction
in services. Be assured,
MVES will always let con-
sumers know if services
will be interrupted, reduced
or cannot be delivered. The
wellbeing of our staff and
consumers is our #1 goal.

As of March 19, MVES
is adhering to the follow-
ing:

* We continue to serve
home delivered meals.
We are delivering extra
shelf-stable meals to our
consumers and are explor-
ing options in the event that
there may be a shortage of
meal delivery personnel or
if a consumer with active
COVID-19 is in need of
nutrition supports.

* We have adapted some

OBITUARIES

George Reardon
Certified drug and alcohol counselor who

contributed to the Everett community for

many years

George E. Reardon of
Seabrook, NH passed away
on March 12 after a long
battle with Cancer.

George was born on June
6, 1959 and raised in Chel-
sea. He attended Chelsea
High School and furthered
his education by graduating
from college. George then
went on to be a certified al-
cohol and drug counselor,
an ongoing passion of his.
George had also contribut-
ed in serving the commu-
nity of Everett for many
years. He helped many in-
dividuals throughout his
life. George’s passion for
helping others was shown
not only in his career as a
counselor but in the con-
stant selfless acts he did for
others. He also had a talent
for making anyone laugh.

George is survived by his
beloved wife of 43 years,
Ida M. Reardon; his two
daughters, Lisa Higgins
and Katrina Reardon and
grandchild Gregory Hig-
gins Jr. He was a devoted
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husband to his wife Ida, a
devoted father to his two
beautiful daughters and
devoted grandfather to his
grandson, Gregory Jr. All
were the light of his life. He
cherished his family, espe-
cially his grandson, Grego-
ry Jr. George will live on in
memory through his family
which also includes his ex-
tended family of brothers,
cousins, etc.

Unfortunately due to cur-
rent circumstances of the
corona virus pandemic, ser-
vices are being postponed
until further notice.

To place a memoriam
in the Independent,
please call 617-387-9600

Y.5. Ward
Suneral Home

Compassionate, Professional
Service Offering Pre-Need

Planning

Independent & Locally
Owned
Est. 1929

Kevin S. Creel, Director

772 Broadway, Everett
(Glendale Sq. Area)

387-3367

THINK OF IT AS AN
OWNER’S MANUAL
FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It's in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or
write to Handbook, Pueblo,
CO 81009.

program protocols to keep
consumers, volunteers and
staff safe.

e We are in regular com-
munication with our con-
sumers. Our care manag-
ers are calling them on a
regular basis to assess their
well-being and need for
services.

e Under Governor Bak-
er’s recommendations to
protect the staff and pub-
lic’s health and safety, we
are not conducting home
visits but are assessing our
consumers’ needs through
telephonic means.

* We continue to accept
calls and referrals via our
online referral form and/or
by calling our Information
and Referral Dept. at 781-

324-7705, x100.

* We are operating with
limited staff in the office
environment as many can
work remotely, and prac-
ticing social distancing of 6
feet apart from each other.

e MVES is in constant
contact with the MA Ex-
ecutive Office of Elder Af-
fairs and the Department of
Public Health, and we are
following their guidance as
well as the Center for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) recommended
best practices.

* We are in close commu-
nication with our extensive
network of in-home service
provider agencies and our
community partners to de-
liver services in a safe and

effective manner.

Here are a few things
you can do to help keep
yourself from getting sick:

e Wash your hands often
with soap and water for 20
seconds.

e Practice social distanc-
ing putting 6 feet between
yourself and other people.

* Avoid crowds of 10 or
more and do not travel un-
less you must.

* Avoid contact with peo-
ple who are sick with a cold
or flu symptoms.

e If you feel sick or have
a cough or fever, call your
doctor.

The Coronavirus
COVID-19 outbreak is a
rapidly changing situation

from a public health per-
spective and we are com-
mitted to keeping our con-
sumers informed. MVES
is working to ensure the
wellbeing of all those who
depend on us.

Mystic Valley Elder Ser-
vices provides essential ser-
vices to older adults, adults
living with disabilities, and
caregivers who reside in
Chelsea, Everett, Malden,
Medford, Melrose, North
Reading, Reading, Revere,
Stoneham, Wakefield and
Winthrop.

Please visit our web-
site for the latest updates
concerning MVES and
COVID-19 at www.mves.
org.

Our Parish Staff: Father
Joseph Chacha Marwa,
S.M.A. Administrator;

Father Ernest Egbedike,
S.M.A. Parochial Vicar;

Secretary Barbara Can-
non

Weekly Mass Schedule at
Immaculate Conception is
as follows:

Saturday (Sunday Vig-
il) 4:00 p.m., Sunday 7:00
am., 9:00 am. (Family
Mass), 11:00 a.m., and 5:30

CHURCH News

Immaculate Conception Parish
News and Notes

p.m.

12:15 p.m. Spanish
Community

4:00 p.m. Haitian Com-
munity

Masses are being held in
the Chapel.

Eucharistic ~ Adoration

of the Blessed Sacrament:
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament is held every
Thursday from 7:45 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel.
Each Thursdays’ adoration

will conclude the Benedic-
tion of the Most Blessed
Sacrament at 6:30 p.m. All
are invited to spend a few
moments with Our Blessed
Lord

Bring a Book-Buy a
Book - We have a new
Fundraiser Program in the
back of the Church. It’s
called Bring a Book-Buy a
Book. All books are a dol-
lar and any money collected
will go towards our Stain

Glendale United Methodist Church

Glendale United Meth-
odist Church is open to all
and we welcome people of
all faiths, race, nationalities
and sexual preference. No
one is ever turned away. If
you are looking for a new
home church, we would like
you to check us out and let
us know what we can do to
make church a better fit in
your life.

Bible Study: Consider
joining us for Bible study
on Sunday. We meet in the
Church Parlor off the Chapel
from 9:30 to 10:00 a.m.

Sponsor the bulletin! For
a $5 donation, you can ded-
icate the Sunday bulletin to
recognize family, friends, or
special occasions. There is a
sign-up sheet in the Pastor’s
study. Feel free to choose
your particular week and

News and Notes

leave a copy of your dedi-
cation in the mail in that is
on the Pastor’s door. Please
contact the Pastor if you
have any questions.

Boy Scout Troop 814:
Meet in Cooper Hall on
Tuesday evenings from 6-9
p-m. Cub Pack 11 meets on
Saturday mornings.

NA Meetings — Mon.
Bring Your Own Book 7:30
—9:30 p.m.; Thurs. I Can’t
But We Can, 8:00 7:30 —
9:30 p.m.

AA Meeting — Saturday
evenings from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m.

Pastor’s Office Hours:
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Other times by appointment.

Bread of Life Donations —
This outreach is being done
to honor the United Method-
ist Women’s Group, who for

SO many years were our out-
reach source. Please bring
any food item(s) to church
and place in the box located
on the altar.
We are on the Internet
http://www.glen-
daleumc-everett.org
Glendale United
Methodist Church
Pastor David Jackson
392 Ferry Street (across
from Glendale Towers)
Please enter the church
by the driveway on
Walnut Street
617-387-2916
PastorDavidJack-
son58 @gmail.com
Pastor’s Office Hours:
Saturdays 10 AM to 2 PM.
Other times by
appointment.

Glendale Christian Lighthouse Church

Adult Sunday School at
9:30 AM. Teaching about
Holiness .

Sunday 10:30 AM Wor-
ship service.

Wednesday hour of Pow-
er, worship, prayer and Bi-
ble Study. We are studying
about God, come join us.

Come join us in prayer
every Friday at 6 am.

Saturday, 12-3, Women’s
Fellowship. Join our sisters
in worship, fellowship and
prayer.

“Whatever you do, work
at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not

News and Notes

for human masters,” Colos-
sians 3:23

“In Pursuit of Spiritual
Excellence”

Righteousness,  Godli-
ness, Faith, Love, Truth

* Domingo 9:30 am Es-
cuela Dominical de Adul-
tos. (en inglés)

Servicio de Alabanza y
Adoracion a las 10 am (en
inglés)

* Miercoles Hora de Pod-
er, Oracion, alabanza y Es-
tudio de la Palabra de Dios
alas 7 pm (en inglés)

e Ven unete a nosotros
para orar todos los viernes

OBITUARIES

All obituaries and death notices
will be at a cost of
$100.00 per paper.

That includes photo.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 7814850588

ABOUT A MOTORCYCLE.
AND A SUDDEN TURN.

When she was a young college student, Elisabeth
Marra had a serious motorcycle accident that
ultimately changed her life. Two years after the crash,
her painful open fractures had failed to heal. Then
she heard about a new and complex surgery
pioneered by a surgeon who used a patient’s own
stem cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy were
successful.

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-direct her
own career aspirations. Inspired by the medical
professionals who helped her reclaim her active
lifestyle, she changed her major to study physical
therapy—a profession where her own experience
could help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra’s story here to illustrate two
of the most profound messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If reading it inspires
just one more person to achieve something special,
then its telling here has been well worth while.

A SHORT STORY
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CELEBRATING HUMAN HEALING
orthoinfo.org

alas 6 am
* Domingo Servicio de
alabanza y adoracion a las
4pm (Servicio en espafiol)
Mayores informes de los
servicios en espanol (617)
306-3518
“No temas, porque yo es-
toy contigo; no desmayes,
porque yo soy tu Dios que
te esfuerzo; siempre te
ayudaré, siempre te suste-
ntaré con la diestra de mi
justicia.”
Isaias 41:10
“En busca de la excelen-
cia espiritual
Rectitud, Divinidad, Fe,
Amor, Verdad”
GLENDALE
CHRISTIAN
LIGHTHOUSE
CHURCH
701 BROADWAY
EVERETT,
MASSACHUSETTS
02149
617-387-7458
Rev. Larry Russi, Sr.
Pastor
pastorlarry@
thelighthousechurch701.net

Glass Fund. Brink a Book
and Buy a Book and make a
donation. Our selections are
great and varied. Please stop
by the table and see what we
have. Thank you

Immaculate Conception

Parish

489 Broadway

Everett, Mass 02149

Phone 617-389-5660

Mystic Side
Congregational
Church

News and Notes

Mystic Side Congrega-
tional Church is located
in Everett, on Malden-Ev-
erett border, at 422 Main
Street. We offer a warm,
inviting atmosphere, and
all are welcome. Our Sun-
day Church service starts
at 10:30 a.m. and Commu-
nion is offered on the first
Sunday of each month. A
very pleasant coffee hour
and socializing follow our
services. Parking is avail-
able in our lot next to the
church on Wyllis Ave. (one
way off Main Street). We
look forward to welcoming
you this Sunday.

Grace Episcopal
Church

News and Notes

Grace Anglican Episcopal
Church is open & welcoming
to all.

There are 3 services on
Sundays: 10am English, 1pm
South Sudanese (Dinka) and
3pm Haitian Creole. We have
Sunday school during the
Ipm service in the Children’s
Room. Coffee Hour starts
after the 10am service in the
Parish Hall (entrance on 11
Liberty St.)

Come all and let us walk
together in this season of hope,
renewal and new beginnings.

Grace Anglican
Episcopal Church
67 Norwood Street,
Everett, MA
Phone 617-387-7526
or 508-243-8487

T0 PLACE YOUR AD
CALL
781-485-0588

THINK OF IT AS
AN OWNER’S MANUAL
FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. In print and online at ConsumerAction.gov, it's
the everyday guide to protecting your hard-earned money. For your free copy, order
online at ConsumerAction.gov; send your name and address to Handbook, Pueblo,

CO 81009; or call toll-free 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO.
Being a smart shopper just got easier.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.




