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Your opinions, please
The Everett Independent welcomes letters to the editor.  Our mailing address 

is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. Our fax number is  
781-485-1403. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor@everettindependent.com.  
Letters must be signed.  We reserve the right to edit for length 

and content.

SenD uS your newS
The Everett Independent encourages residents to submit birth and 

engagement announcements, news releases, business briefs, honor 
rolls, social news, sports stories, and photographs for publication. 
Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Citizens 
Bank Building, Revere, MA 02151. Items can also be faxed to 781-
485-1403. The Independent also encourages readers to  e-mail news 
releases to editor@everettindependent.com.

The Everett Independent assumes no financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertisements, but will reprint that 
part of the advertisement in which the  error occurs. Advertisers will please  
notify the management immediately of any errors that may occur.

LETTER to the Editor

SINCERE THANKS
Dear Editor,
I sincerely want to thank 

the voters of Everett who 
came out to support me in 
September’s Primary Elec-
tion. It is clear that you 
recognize the job is done 
throughout the two-year 
term and not just a summer 
of campaigning. A Council 
is a team effort and no one 
individual can hold sway 
over the team. For the past 
several years, I have been 
involved in working as a 
City Councilor to improve 
our educational system for 
all our children. As a parent 
of three special education 
children who are now func-
tional adults with good pay-
ing jobs, it is an important 
investment in our commu-
nity to ensure success both 
academically and occupa-
tionally. I have also worked 
closely with economic 
development in our City 
which has brought thou-
sands of jobs to Everett, 
raising the standard of liv-
ing for many of our low-in-
come residents. It takes a 
considerable amount of 
time to implement these 
changes while addressing 
much needed capital im-
provements on an aged in-
frastructure such as streets 
and city buildings. The past 
two years, we have been 
told that economically it 
would be tough to address 
financial concerns while 
growing the City. This fall 
we will be setting the new 
tax rate with much await-
ed revenue finally on the 

table. Long promised and 
much needed tax relief is 
on the minds of many of 
our residents and taxpay-
ers. I will do everything 
within my power to en-
sure that relief is provided. 
Those who have followed 
my 20-year career of public 
service as a City Councilor 
know that I will always 
fight for what is right for 
all our community and not 
just a select few. In closing, 
much of what many of our 
new candidates are stating 
they want to provide, many 
of us on the Council have 
been working for some 
time on those same issues 
in conjunction with the Ad-
ministration and the School 
Department. Everett is a 
changing City and now is 
not the time to derail or 
question that progress with 
a lot of self-serving rhet-
oric and no real plan. The 
next phase of development 
over the next two years will 
go a long way to promote 
additional growth and es-
tablish more jobs for Ev-
erett residents. We need a 
steady hand for a changing 
community and I am that 
hand. Thank you again for 
your consideration and see 
you at the polls in Novem-
ber.

Sincerely,
Peter A. Napolitano
Councilor at Large

Candidate for 
Re-election

I WANT TO SHARE 
MY PLATFORM

Dear Editor,
Thank you for the op-

portunity to share my plat-
form and why I believe it 
is crucial to have Increased 
Transparency, Improved 
Accountability, Encourage 
Community Involvement, 
and Establish Equity in 
Our School System. In this 
letter, I will focus on In-
creased Transparency.

It is no secret that Ever-
ett is one of the most insu-
lar cities in the Common-
wealth. When constituents 
vote on officials to serve 
and make sound decisions 
on matters that impact 
children, seniors, families, 
and the community, they 
do so with the expectation 
of being informed of new 
ideas, legislation, and pol-
icy. So that they, too, can 
make informed decisions 
on how to support the city 
and schools. Unfortunately, 
a lot of things happen in the 
shadows with the hope that 
the citizens of Everett do 
not find out or not find out 
until it is too late. Sadly, the 
school district has acted in 
the same capacity, making 
decisions and managing 
with the hope that no one 
questions or hold the dis-
trict accountable and then 
electing to hide and silence 
students, parents, and oth-
er stakeholders when they 
challenge unacceptable 
events and policies. 

The primary reason for 
having a School Commit-

tee is to create policy and 
manage a budget that cre-
ates pathways to success 
for children and their fam-
ilies. When all stakehold-
ers in Everett do not know 
the goals, agenda, measur-
ables, policies, and budget 
for the school district, it 
creates room for obstacles 
that prevent success. 

As a School Committee-
man, I will work tirelessly 
to ensure increased trans-
parency by:

Making myself available 
to constituents.

Working to ensure we 
have more information and 
correspondence available 
to stakeholders through 
multiple forms of commu-
nication and media in a 
timely fashion.  

Work to see that we are 
performing a top-to-bottom 
review of the budget with 
a focus on the effective 
use of funds, and publish-
ing the report in a detailed, 
easy-to-read format.

Educating stakeholders 
on school goals, policies, 
and future decisions and 
how they impact the dis-
trict.

It is time we have more 
transparency, and on Nov. 
5, I ask that you elect Da-
vid Lindsey, Jr for School 
Committee At- Large, to 
help make this a priority. 

If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to 
call or email me anytime.

David W. Lindsey,  Jr.
Candidate for 

School Committee
 At-Large

TAKE A HIKE THIS 
HOLIDAY WEEKEND

With all of the turmoil that is occurring both in our 
country and across the world today, it is no wonder that 
Americans are feeling more stressed out than at any time 
in our recent history.

Although the economy has been operating at full em-
ployment for quite a while, polls reveal that more Ameri-
cans than ever are feeling financially insecure. 

Psychologists tell us that we are living in an Age of 
Anxiety, attributable in large part to the way in which 
modern life is not good either for our mental or physical 
health. Life expectancy for white males in America actu-
ally has decreased in this decade for the first time since 
such records have been kept. 

And more of our fellow Americans than ever are on 
some kind of medication, whether antidepressants (for 
mental health issues) or other drugs (for physical condi-
tions) that have depression as a side effect.

A recent article in the New York Times suggested that 
attaining happiness in life under our present circumstanc-
es is an elusive goal. However, the writer suggested that 
instead of focusing on trying to figure out how to be hap-
py, we should strive to attain moments of joy in our daily 
lives.

It struck us that this prescription is a version of the 
phrase carpe diem -- seize the day -- used by the Roman 
poet Horace to express the idea that one should enjoy life 
while one can.

So with the weatherman forecasting nice weather for 
most of the long, Columbus Day weekend, here’s our 
Rx for de-stressing: Take a long walk, preferably a hike, 
whether along the shore, or in the mountains, or even as 
nearby as the Blue Hills.

We promise that just being outside and taking in the 
natural world in the crisp air, away from the noise of our 
daily lives, will do wonders for our emotional and physi-
cal well-being.

We wish all of our readers a joyful -- and stress-free 
-- Columbus Day weekend.

Brandon Conde was 
tragically paralyzed on July 
25 when he fell from his 
second-story bedroom win-
dow in a freak accident. 

The accident injured his 
spinal cord, allowing only 
limited movements to his 
arms and hands, rendering 
Conde a tetraplegic. Conde 
is currently in Spaulding 
Rehabilitation Hospital 
and was recently released 
from ICU. Conde has been 
through a number of sur-
geries, and is currently in 
physical therapy in an at-
tempt to increase his mobil-
ity and adapt to this life-al-
tering accident.

Mayor DeMaria said, “In 
Everett we take care of our 
own. Brandon is an integral 
part of this community and 
a great kid. I am asking ev-
eryone to help Brandon in 
any way you can.” 

Conde was born and 
raised in Everett. 

As a child, he went to the 
Parlin School and graduat-
ed from Everett High Class 
of 2012. Throughout his 
childhood, Conde played 
Pop Warner for the Ever-
ett Eagles and eventually 
played for Everett High 
School, winning multiple 
Super Bowl Champion-
ships under Coach DiBiaso. 
After high school, Brandon 
went on to playing football 
at Bridgewater State Uni-
versity, while also earning a 
Biology Degree. 

Mayor DeMaria added, 
“On October 24th I am 
asking all City, school em-
ployees, students and resi-
dents, to wear red to show 
community support of this 
extraordinary individual 
who is finding the strength 
to persevere and endure de-

spite of the overwhelming 
obstacles he faces every 
day.” 

Strong to character Bran-
don has not given up. With 
discharge approaching, he 
is facing an uphill battle in 
hospital bills, day to day, 
and the mandatory contin-
ued rehab. 

With a home that is not 
yet handicap accessible and 
limited healthcare profes-
sional support, Conde must 
continue attending rehabili-
tation appointments to keep 
up the progress made. He 
is currently scheduled to 
be released from Spauld-
ing Rehabilitation Hospital 
shortly and will continue 
rehabilitation in a facility 
in Canton. This will require 
Conde to be transported in 
a specialized vehicle three 
days week. Neither the 
transportation nor the facil-

ity in Canton is covered by 
insurance. 

To pay for these expens-
es and others such as a hos-
pital bed and a lift, Conde’s 
friends and family have 
started a GoFundMe page 
and have raised approxi-
mately $19,000 towards a 
$50,000 goal. Every dollar 
given will go directly to 
help Conde live a comfort-
able life. 

To donate please vis-
it www.gofundme.com/f/
brandon-conde-spinal-
cord-injury-road-to-recov-
ery.

For more information or 
learn how to help please 
call Widmac Laterion at 
781-602-0119 or email at 
Widmac.laterion@gmail.
com.

DeMaria announces Thursday, Oct. 24 is Brandon Conde Day 
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PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

Ward 2 Council Candi-
date Jason Marcus hosted 
a fundraiser at the 8/10 
Bar & Grille on Thursday 
evening, Oct. 3. Marcus 
welcomed friends, family, 
and elected officials to his 
event.  

WARD 2 COUNCIL CANDIDATE JASON MARCUS HOLDS FUNDRAISER AT 8/10 BAR & GRILLE

Jason Marcus was joined by his longtime partner, Claire 
Laidlaw. 

Jason Marcus was joined 
by Al Borgonzi and his 
brother, Stanley. 

Jason Marcus 
welcomed Attorney 
Roland Hughes to 
his fundraiser.

Jason Marcus thanked the 
crowd for joining him at his 
fundraiser. 

Jason Marcus was joined by friends and family, Peggy Shaw, Bill Shaw, Paul Shaw, Ann 
Gallant, and Doris Borgonzi.

Council President Rich Dell Isola, Councilor at Large John Hanlon, and State Rep. Joe Mc-
Gonagle joined Jason Marcus.

Jason Marcus greeted guests, Carole Lowe and Peggy Melanson. 

Sarah Ikerd hosted an art 
exhibit in her band studio 
space on Norman Street in 
Everett, behind Revolution 
Axe and next to Boston 
Ironworks. The somewhat 
hidden space has served as 
a practice studio for musi-
cians for years. Ikerd wel-
comed Sean Shinnock to 
display original artwork. 
Artists will continue to 
use the space in the com-
ing weeks to display their 
pieces. 

Original works by Sean Shinnock were on display in Everett. Shinnock is also part of the 
Community Art Walk.

Steph Maddox, Artist Sean Shinnock, and Sarah Ikerd were at the Shangri-La Art show on 
Friday.

Sarah Ikerd transformed her small studio into an art exhibit on Friday night, opening it to 
the public.

Seth and Joanna Garren spoke to artist Sean Shin-
nock during the event on Friday night.

SARAH IKERD HOSTS ART EXHIBIT




















